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Introduction Unit II: Many Nationalities 

That the invaders were not just a homogenous group of Dutch people will become clear to the students in this unit. 
The Dutch Republic was a center for numerous Walloons, Germans, Italians, English and Scandinavians. Refugees such as 
French Huguenots, Spanish Jews and English Brownists were welcomed in the Dutch Republic. New Netherland reflected 
this international character and perhaps as much as 50 percent of the colony's population consisted of non-Dutch male 
immigrants. 

The first document in this unit is an indication of the diversity of people in New Netherland. By presenting a random 
collection of documents from various translations the students can research about the national backgrounds of these settlers. 
Students can also do this by researching indexes of existing translations of primary source materials. 

The second half of the unit offers more material on one specific group of immigrants, the slaves." The Journal of the 
St. Jan" may provide information on the slaves' background and history before they came to the New World. The coJlection 
of documents used for lesson 4 shows how by reading through documents information can be acquired about the Jives of a 
specific population group. 
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Unit Objectives 
1. Students will become aware of the varied national backgrounds of the early inhabitants of New Netherland. 
2. Students will be able to distill specific information out of translated primary source materials. 
3. Students will be aware of the status and position of one specific group of the population, in this case the slaves. 
4.· Students will be aware of the significance of the slave trade in the 17th century. 

Lesson 1: 
Objectives Activities Resources 

1. Students can distill a 
focused question out 
of translated 
primary source 
material. 

2. Students will 
become aware of 
the value of letters 
as primary sources. 

1. Have students read Novum Belgium, by Father Isaac 
Jogues, ] 646. 

2. Discuss the theme: How can we learn about the 
variety of people in New Netherland? The discussion 
should end with the class wanting to find answers to 
the question: "Which different languages could have 
been meant by the Director General, when he said 
that eighteen different languages were on Manhattan 
(p.54, bottom)? Which different sects were present?" 
Words as sect, religion, Dutch Refonned, Calvinist, 
Lutheran, Catholic, Papist, Anabaptist!Mennonite, 
Dutch West India Company, Indians, Iroquois, 
Mohawks, nations can be discussed and explained. 
N.B.: the religious variety will be treated more 
extensively in Unit III. 

1. Franklin E. Jameson (ed.), 
Narratives of New Netherland 
1609-1664, p. 257-263. 

2. Dictionaries and encyclopedia. 
3. Recommended background 

reading for the teacher: 
1. Rink, Oliver A. Holland on 

the Hudson. An Economic 
and Social History of Dutch 
New York (Cornell 
University Press, 1986), 
chapter 6: The People of 
New Netherland. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Lesson 1 (continued) 

Objectives Activities Resources 

2. Rink, Oliver A. "The 
People of New 
Netherland: Notes on 
Non-English 
Immigration to New 
York in the 
Seventeenth 
Century. " New York 
History 62 (January 
1981): 5-42. 

3. Cohen, David 
Steven. "How Dutch 
were the Dutch of 
New Netherland?" 
New York History 
62 (January 1981): 
43-60. 
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NOVUM BELGIUM, BY FATHER ISAAC 
JOGUES, 1646 

NEW HOLLAND, which the Dutch call in Latin Nowm 
Belgium-in their own language, Nieuw Nederlarul, that is 
to say, New Low Countriee-is situated between Virginia and 
New England. The mouth or the river, which some people 
call Nassau, or the Great North River, to distinguish it from 
another which they call the South River, and which I think is 
called Maurice River on some maps that I ha.ve recently seen, 
is at 40 deg. 30 min. The channel is deep, fit for the largest 
ships, which ascend to Manhattes Isla.nd, which is seven 
leagues in circuit, and on which there is a fort to serve as the 
commencement of a town to be built here, and to be called 
New Amsterdam. 

This fort, which is at the point of the island, about ° five 
or six leagues from the [river'S] mouth, is called Fort Amster­
dam; it has four regular bastions, mounted with several pieces 
of artillery. All these bastions and the curtains were, in 1643, 
but mounds, most of which had crumbled away, so that one 
entered the fort on all sides. There were no ditches. For 
the garrison of the said fort, and another which they had built 
stin further up against the incursions of the savages, their 
enemies, there were sixty soldiers. They were beginning to 
face the gates and bastions with stone. Within the fort there 
was a

O 

pretty large stone church, I the house of the Governor, 
whom they caD Director General, quite neatly built of brick, 
the storehouses and barracks. 

On the island of Manhate, and in its environs, there may 
wen be four or five hundred men of different sects and nations: 
the Director General told me that there were men of eighteen 
different languages i they are scattered here and there on the 

• See De Vriel. p. 212, I1AprtJ. and the ReprNmtGtion 0/ New Netlamarul. p. 
326, poll. 
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NARRATIVr.c; OF NEW NETHERLAND (lM3 

river, above and below, u the beauty and ,convenience of the 
spot baa invited each to settle: some mechanics however, 
who ply their trade, are ranged under the fort; aU the others 
are exposed to the incursions of the natives, who in the year 
1643, while I W88 there, actually killed some two score Hol­
landen, and burnt many houses and b8l'D8 full of wheat. 

The river, which is very straight, and runs due north' and 
lOuth, is at least a league broad before the fort. Ships lie 
at anchor in a bay which forms the other side of the island, and 
can be defended by the fort. 

Shortly before I arrived there, three large ships of 300 
tons each had come to load wheat; two found cargoes, the 
third could not be loaded, because the savages had burnt a 
part of the grain. These ships had come from the West Indies, 
where the West India Company usually keeps up seventeen 
ships of war. 

No religion is publicly exercised but the Calvinist, and 
orders are to admit none but Calvinists, but this is not ot>. 
served; for besides the Calvinists there are in the colony 
Catholics, English Puritans, Lutherans, Anabaptists, here 
called Mnistes, I etc. 

When anyone comes to settle in the country, they lend him 
horses, cows, etc.; they give him provisions, all which he re­
tums 88 soon 88 he is at ease; and 88 to the land, after ten 
years he pays to the West India Company the tenth of the 
produce which he reaps. 

This country is bounded on the New England side by a 
river which they call the Fresche River,' which serves 88 a 
boundary between them and the English. The English, how­
ever, come very near to them, choosing to hold lands under 
the Hollanders, who ask nothing, rather than depend on the 
English Milords, who exact rents, and would fain be absolute. 
On the other side, southward, towards Virginia, its limits are 
the river which they call the South River, on which there is 
also a Dutch settlement,' but the Swedes have one at its 
mouth extremely well supplied with cannons, and men" It 

• Mennoailtel. Mt!IUlODites. • cODoecticut. 
• Fort Nuau •• t tbe mouth of Timber Creek. 
• He ptobabl,_ Fort N,. Ellaborg. OD the Jerae, Iide of Delaware Bay. 

below Salem. 
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is believed that these Swedes are maintained by some Amster­
dam merchants, who are not satisfied that the West India 
Company Ihould alone enjoy all the commerce of these parts.' 
It is near this river that a gold mine is reported to have been 
found. 

See in the work of the Sieur de Laet of Antwerp, the table 
and chapter on New Belgium, 88 he sometimes calls it, or the 
map "Nova AngJia, Novum Belgium et Virginia." J " 

It is about fifty years since the Hollanders cal\le to these 
parts.' The fort W88 begun in the year 1615; they began to 
settle about twenty years ago, and there is already some little 
commerce with Virginia and New England. 

The first comers found lands fit for use, deserted by the 
II&Vages, who formerly had fields here. Those who came later 
have cleared the woods, which are mostly oak. The soil is 
good. Deer hunting is a.bundant in the fall. There are some 
houses built of stone; lime they make of oyster shells, great 
heaps of which are found here, made formerly by the savages, 
who subsist in part by that fishery. , 

The climate is very mild. Lying at 4Ofo there are many 
European fruits, as apples, pears, cherries. I reached there 
in October, and found even then a considerable quantity of 
peaches. 
, Ascending the river to the 43d degree, you meet the second 

[Dutch] settlement, which the tide reaches but does not pass. 
. Ships of a hundred and a hundred and twenty tons can come 
up to it. 

There are two things in this settlement (which is called 
Renselaerswick, as if to say, settlement of Rcnselaers, who 
Is a rich Amsterdam merchantr-first, a miserable little fort 
called Fort Orenge, built of logs, with four or five pieces of 

• The refereace it to tbe .id rendered by Samuel Blommaert, an AmatenI&m 
.... rcbaDt.lormeriy. director of the Dutch West India Company, in Stting out the ' 
1m S .. edilb expeditiOD in 1637. and in engaging Peter Minuit to command it. 
Blommaert'. letten to the S .. ediah cb.ncellor, CoUDt Axel Oxenatjema. thirt)'­
eipt in Dumber. 1635-1641. letten of great importance to the histol'1 of New 
Sweden. haft ju.t been published in the Bijdragera III 11 ltWMliragm 01 tbe Utrecht 
Hittorical Societ,. wI. XXIX. 

• De L.et, HVIoi,. fl" NouveG" Mrm.tU. table 01 contents, bk. III. ch. XII. 
(tee pp. &3. M. "'pro). and m.p • 

• An eugentiOD. There il no evidence 01 Dutch visits belore Hudson·s. 
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262 NARRATIVES OF NEW NETHERLAND (1M3 

Breteuil cannon, and as many pederel'08. This has been re­
served and is maintained by the West India Company. Thie 
fort was formerly on an island in the river' it is now on the 
mainland, towards the Hiroquois, a little a~ve the said island. 

Secondly, a colony sent here by this Renselaers who is the 
patron.. T~i8 colony is composed of. about a hund~ persons, 
,,!ho reside m some twenty-five or thirty houses built along the 
I"!ver, 88 each found most convenient. In the principal house 
bves the pa.tron's agent; the minister has his apart in which 
service iR performed. There is also a. kind of bailiff h~re, whom 
they ('nil the senl".8Chal, I who administers justice. All their 
houses al'C merely of boards and thatched, with no mason work 
except 'the chimneys. The forest furnishing many large pines 
they make boards by means of theit mills, which they hav~ 
here for the purpose. 

They found some pieces of g~und all ready, which the 
savages had formerly cleared, and m which they sow wheat and 
oats for beer, and. fo~ their horses, of v.:hich they have great 
numbers. There IS little land fit for ttllage, being hemmed 
in by hills, which are poor soil. This obliges them to separate 
and they ~lready occupy t~o f!r three l~es of country. ' 

Trade IS free to all; thiS gives the Indians all things cheap 
eac.h of the ~ollanders o"!tbidding his neighbor, and being 
satisfied proVided he can gam some little profit. 

~his settle~cnt is not more than twcnty leagues from the 
Agmehronons, who can be reached by land or water as the 
river on which the Iroquois lie,' falls into that which passes 
by the Dutch; but there are many low rapids, and a fan of a 
short half league, where the canoe must be carried. 

There are many nations between the two Dutch settlements 
which are about thirty German leagues apart that is about 
fifty or sixty French leagues.· The Wolves, wh~m the I~quois 
call Agotsaganens,' are the nearest to the settlement of Renee­
laerswick and to Fort Orange. War breaking out some years 
ago between the Iroquois and the Wolves, the Dutch joined 
the latter against the former; but four men having been taken 
and burnt, they made peace.' Since then some nations near 

I The nlaoul. I The Mohawks. • Mohawk River. 
• One hundred and fifty English miles. • The MohicaDl. 

• See pp. 84, 85, IUprtJ. 

I' 

" 

16431 JOGUES, NOVUM BELGIUM ~ 

the Bea having killed some Hollanders of the most distant 
settlement, the Hollanders killed one hundred and fifty Indians, 
men, women and children, they having, at divers times, killed 
forty Hollanders, burnt many houses, and committed ravages, 
estimated at the time that I was there at 200,000 l. (two hun­
dred thousand livrea).' Troops were raised in New England. 
Accordingly, in the beginning of winter, the gra.t!8 being 
trampled down and some snow on the ground, they gave them 
chase with six hundred men, keeping two hundred always on 
the move and constantly relieving one another: so that the 
Indians, shut up in a large iRland, and unable to flee easily, on 
account of their women and children, were cut to pieces to 
the number of sixteen hundred, induding women and children. 
This obliged the rest or the Indin.ns to make peace, which still 
continues. This occurred in 1643 and 1644.' 

From Three Rivers in New France, August 3, 1646. 

, Li_ rournoi. or franes, worth two or three times as much as franca 01 our 
time, 

• See the Den pi«e. 
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Lesson 2: 

Objectives 

1. Students can read 
pnmary source 
material, focusing 
on a specific goal, 
in this case the 
question: "Which 
eighteen languages 
could have been 
spoken on 
Manhattan Island in 
1646']" 

,2. Students realize 
that, in order to 
find specific 
infonnation, they 
have to read 
critically. 

3. Students will be 
able to plot the 
origins of some 
settlers on a world 
map. 

Activities 

1. Distribute packets with primary source material (pages 
59-75) from various volumes of translations to the 
students (divide the documents provided in as many 
packets as there are groups; teacher may perhaps 
photocopy some documents). 

2. Have students in groups find proof of the presence of 
various nationalities. Explain that a key can be found 
in a place name, a sentence someone may say in a 
different language, a name starting with van (= from), 
etc. 

3. Discuss in class; have groups report their findings to 
the class and list the various nationalities on the 
blackboard. 

4. On a world map, mark the likely places of origin and, 
if possible, plot out the journey these people may have 
made. Dutch places can be marked on a map of the 
Netherlands. 

Resources 

1. Femow, Berthold, ed., Records 
of New Amsterdam, 7 vols. 
(Baltimore, 1976) (RNA) II: 
63, 370-71. 

2. Van Laer, A. J. F., trans., and 
Kenneth Scott and Keno 
Stryker-Rodda, eds., Register of 
the Provincial Secretary, /638-
/660,3 vols., (Baltimore, 1974) 
I: 10-11, 211-14, 65, 47-48, 89-
90, 143-144, 65-66. 

3. Court Minutes IV (1638-42):35. 

4. Fort Orange Court Minutes 
(FOCM): 88, 286, 365,404. 

5. Van Laer, A. 1. F. , trans. and 
ed., Minutes of the Court of 
Rensselaerswijck, 1648-52 
(Albany, 1922): 134. 

6. Register of the Provincial 
Secretary, vol. 2 (1642-47): 
283, 60, 284. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Lesson 2 (continued) 

Objectives Activities Resources 

7. Gehring, C. T., Delaware 
Papers (Dutch Period) 
J 648-J 664 (Baltimore 
1981): 328,21,320-21. 

8. Pearson, Jonathan, trans. 
and ed., Early Records of 
the City and County of 
Albany and Colony of 
Rensselaerswijck, 4 vols. 
(ERA) I: 8. 

9. Ecclesiastical Records 
(ER):40. 

10. Atlases. 

11. Outline map of the world. 

12. Dutch-English 
dictionaries and/or the 
FOCM -glossary. 

13. Map of the Netherlands. 
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Lesson 2: 

Objectives 

I. Students can read 
pnmary source 
material, focusing 
on a specific goal, 
in this case the 
question: "Which 
eighteen languages 
could have been 
spoken on 
Manhattan Island in 
1646']" 

,2. Students realize 
that, in order to 
find specific 
information, they 
have to read 
critically. 

3. Students will be 
able to plot the 
origins of some 
settlers on a world 
map. 

Activities 

1. Distribute packets with primary source material (pages 
59-75) from various volumes of translations to the 
students (divide the documents provided in as many 
packets as there are groups; teacher may perhaps 
photocopy some documents). 

2. Have students in groups find proof of the presence of 
various nationalities. Explain that a key can be found 
in a place name, a sentence someone may say in a 
different language, a name starting with van (= from), 
etc. 

3. Discuss in class; have groups report their findings to 
the class and list the various nationalities on the 
blackboard. 

4. On a world map, mark the likely places of origin and, 
if possible, plot out the journey these people may have 
made. Dutch places can be marked on a map of the 
Netherlands. 

Resources 

I. Femow, Berthold, ed., Records 
of New Amsterdam, 7 vols. 
(Baltimore, 1976) (RNA) II: 
63, 370-71. 

2. Van Laer, A. J. F., trans., and 
Kenneth Scott and Kenn 
Stryker-Rodda, eds., Register of 
the Provincial Secretary, 1638-
1660, 3 vols., (Baltimore, 1974) 
I: 10-11, 211-14, 65, 47-48, 89-
90, 143-144, 65-66. 

3. Court Minutes IV (1638-42):35. 

4. Fort Orange Court Minutes 
(FOCM): 88,286,365,404. 

5. Van Laer, A. J. F. , trans. and 
ed., Minutes of the Court of 
Rensselaerswijck, 1648-52 
(Albany, 1922): 134. 

6. Register of the Provincial 
Secretary, vol. 2 (1642-47): 
283, 60, 284. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Court Minutes of New Amsterdam. 

PiLrties being heard, the Court of the City of Amsterdam by plurality of 
votes decide, that deft. is not bound to deposit any monies on account of 
the bill of exchange, or to hypothecate the wines therefor, inasmuch as it 
does not appear that the bill, on which pltf. founds his claim, has been 
refused. Therefore the arrest imposed on the wines was declared null 
and invalid, and the deft. or Van Hamel's attomies, were allowed to keep 

the same. 
Joost van Beeck appeared on this day the 13'!' of March at the Secre­

tary's office of this City and declared to have appealed from the judgment 
pronounced by the Court of the aforesaid City in date 6'!' January last in 
the case between Maria Verleth as pltf., and him as deft., and that before 
the Honb~ Director General and Supreme Council of New Netherland . 

Wednesday, IS March 1656. In the City Hall. Present the W 
Heeren Oloff StevenSCD, Allard Anthony, Jacob Strycker, Jan Vinje, 
Willem Beekman, and Hendrick Kip. 

The Burgomasters communicate to the Court the order granted by the 
Honb!- Director General and Council on their petition relative to the 
Indians presented on the 3~ ins! And whereas the Court is not com­
plete, the disposal thereof is postponed until the Bench is full. 

Further, the Placard approved by the Director General and Coun­
cil relative to the drunkenness of the Indians, is published and posted 

at the City Hall. 
The disposition on the petition of the Burgher Court Martial, pre­

sented to the Court, is postponed until the Hon"!" Schout is present. 
On the proposition made to the Court by some of the Bench, that 

some order be concluded for preparing the Burghers of this City in keep­
ing open retail stores, inasmuch as Jews and Foreigners are as much 
encouraged as a Burgher or Citizen, it is Resolved that the same be taken 
into consideration in full Court. 

Whereas, it has frequently happened, .that the Bench is not complete, 
and order has been formerly taken thereupon and fines established, Re­
;solved that the fines due be promptly collected and paid, and from now 

henceforth shall be discharged precisely every month. Wherefore the 

Secretary was ordered to draw out a list of the fines, already incurred, to 
be paid by the next Court day. 
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ThIS dln 4 ordered In writing, which wrtting la stlll 1n the 

po ••••• ion of the e81d .kipper. Th. leak of Bald .hip w •• dll­

co.e .. e4 .rte .. unlo~~ins. All Of whloh the" t~e depon~nte, 

decl.re to be true, further per8tsttns therein, 'rhus dont! at. 

Fort Ameterdam In New Neth~rland, thl. 28th of April AO. 1~)8. 5 

Declaration of Beyer Stoffelsen and Jan Gerritsen respectlng the 
death of Anthony JanAen's dog 

Thls day, date underwritten, before me, CorneliA van 'flen!'\oven, 

Beoret~ry of New ~etherland, at the request of Jan Cornelissen 

from Rotterdam, appeared Reyer Stoffeleen, smlth, who declllred 

by true Chrlstian words on h1. consc1ence, In plaoe and wlth 

promise of an oath If neoessary. thAt it is true and truthful 

t.hat yesterd81, being the 28th of April AO, 16J8, he, the deponent, 

comlng near the house of Anthony Janlen from Zalee. 1 found sald 

Anthony's dog lying dead in the mareh near the stockade and on 

going to the house he found the door locked. All of which Reyer 

Stotfelsen declares to be true. 

At the request •• above, .Tan Gerrltsen declares that he saw 

the wlfe of the said Anthony drag the dead dog out of the marsh 

toward the house or w1thin the stockade. 

4 Meanlng Direotor General W11lem Kleft. 
5 Not sIgned. 
1 Sall~e, a seaport of Morocco. In other plaoes Anthony 

Jansen ls called from Vaee, Veee, or Pis, meaning Fez, the prin­
Olpal ottf of ~orocoo. Oocaslonally, he 1e referred to as -the 
Turck-, ae on the Vingboom map of -~anAtve·, of 16J9, on whloh 
h\e name appeare a. "Antonl du Turck-. The 1nference 1e thAt he 
had been a oapt1ve among the Barbary pirates, or elee, th~t he 
was born at Salee and was the son or a Dutoh 8s110r who had 
turned oirate, it being not uncommon in those daye for Dutch 
sa11ors"bounG for Mediterranean ports to deeert and to J01n the 
plrat1cal sh1pe whlch lnfe.ted the Barbary cOBet. 

11 

They, the deponente, hereby concluding thelr deolaratlon, 

,ere1st theretn end declare that they haye made it eolely for 

.he purpose of baar1ng wltne8e to the truth. Thus done at Port 

,msterdam, th1s 28th of Aprl1 AO. 1658. 

The original was signed: ·R.y~ Stofrelsen end Jftn Oerrit"8n. 

Decl~r~tlon ot Johanne. La ~ontacn. and Philippe 4e Bemler re.pect 
In~ the teatftmentory dl.posltlon of hi. pro~Arty mede bf 
Jan Manje, lying wounded at Stemfort 

(lOla) aefore me, Cornell1 van Tlenhoven, eecret&rf of Hew 

Netherlend, pppeared Johannee La Montangne. counc1llor of the 

.ald plaoe. ~ lb1l12 Dorme, ~ ~~, 1 who at the request 

of Marta Chombar, wldow Of the late Jan "anJe. attest, testify 

and declar., 1n place and wlth promll. of an oath if need be and 

required, that it 1. true and truthful that Jan KanJe at Stamfort 

beln'; wounded, requested and ch'lrged him, the deponnnt, to t.ell 

IlIF; 90n-ln-l",w, Plter, the Ita113n, 2 that the Bhove mentioned 

FarllOl Chomh3r, hls wlfe, should remaln In full pOS3esston of all 

t.he I'roperty t.hey might Jointly possess, w1 thout. belnG d lst'Arbed 

al]out 1 i by hls son-In-law as long ,.s she 11 ved, All of whlch 

they offer to conf1rm. The 11th of Morch AO. 1644, ln Fort 

AmsterdAm, New ;~etherl(:md. 

La Montagne 

Ph[l)llpe X de fiemier 

J\()I(nowled~d before me, 

CornellA van T1enhovcn, Secretary 
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[29J On Thursday, bel~ the 9th of Deoember anno 16)8 

Anthony, the Portuguese, pla1ntlff, YI. Anthony Jansen from 

Sal.e, defendant, for ln3ury to a hOI. The plaintiff demand. 
reparstlon of the damage wh1c~ the defendant'. dog caused to the 

hog. Claes yan Elslandt and Sarent DlrCKsen are ordered to 

appraise the damage, the defendant to pay whateYer they shall 

estlmate the damage to be. 

Tomaa Beacher, pla1ntlff, YI. Hendrlck Janlen, tal1or, 

defendant, for slander. Cale put over to the next court day. 

on Thuraday. be1ng the 16th of Deoember anno 16)8 

Anthony, the Portuguese, pla1nt1ff, YS. Anthony Jansen from 

Salee, defendant. Plaint1ff demande payment for the damage done 

to h1s ho~. Defendant 1s condemned to pay for the damage accord~ 

ln~ to the Judgment of the Appra1sers. 

Prpncoys Laale, plBlntlrf, VI. ~ldt Wl1son, 1 defendant, 

Parties requeat that the councll be pleased to appOint two persona 

to Bppralse their plantation an4 to examine their accounts. 

Cl~e8 van Elslandt and Tomaa Hal are appointed to examine the 

affairs and acc~unts of the parties. 

Hendrick Jansen, tailor, plalntlff, va. Tomas Becher, 

[defendant), for slander. Parties ordered to keep silent on 

paln of forfeiting fl. 25 

C)O] Anno 16)9 

On Thursday, be1ng the 13th of January, 1n Fort Amsterdam 

Cecero Piere, plaintiff, VB. Davldt Pleter8en, defendant. 

Default. 

1 Edward Wilson. 
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The dlre 4 ordered in writlng. Whloh wrtttng ls stlll 1n the 

pOI.easlon of the sald .klpper. The leak of sald shlp w •• dis­

coy.red art.r unloP~lns. All Of Which thel. the deponents. 

deolJre to be tr\le, further persisting therein. 'rhus dont! st 

Fort Amsterdam ln New Neth~rland, thil 28th of April AO. 16)8.' 

Deolaratlon of Reyer Stoffelsen and Jan Gerritsen respecting the 
death of Anthony JanR9n'a dog 

Thls day, date underwritten, betore me, Cornelis van Tlenhoven, 

aecreter1 of New Netherland, at the request of Jan Cornelissen 

from Rotterdalll, Rppeared Reyer Stoffelsen, Imlth, who declared 

by true Chrletlan words on his consclence, ln plaoe and wlth 

promise of an oath If neoessarl, that lt 1s true and truthful 

that yesterd8J, belng the 28th of Aprll AO. 16)8, he, the deponent, 

com1ng near the house ot Anthony Janaen from Zaleeo, 1 found s81d 

Anthony's dog ly1ng dead 1n the marsh near the stockade snd on 

golng to the house he found the door locked. All of whlch Reyer 

Stoffelsen declares to be true. 

At the request as above, .Tan Gerrltsen declares that he 8aw 

the wife of the s81d Anthony drag the dead dog out of the marsh 

toward the house or within the stockade. 

4 ~eanlng Director General Wl1lelft KIeft. 
5 Not sIgned. 
1 Sall~e, a leaport of Morocco. In other places Anthony 

Jansen 1s oalled from VRea, Vees, or Pea, meaning ~z, the prln­
cipal citr of Morocoo. Occaslonall1, he II referred to as "the 
Turck-, aa on the Vlngboom map of ·"anatvi-, of 16)9, on whloh 
his name appearl aa "Antoni du Turck". The 1nference 1s thAt he 
had been a oaptl.e among the Barbary ptrates, or else, thst he 
was born at Salee and Wae the son of a Dutoh sailor who had 
turned Qlrate, 1t being not uncommon In thOle daY8 for Dutch 
.allore·bou~ tor ~edlterr&nean ports to de.ert and to Join the 
piratiCal shlps whloh lnfested the Barbary coast. 

11 

They, the deponents, hereby concludlng thelr deolaratlon, 

.eralst theretn and deolare that they have made lt 101e1y for 

.he purpose of bearing witness to the truth. Thus done at Fort 

,msterdBm, thll 28th of April AO. 1658. 

The or1S1nal wae algold: B.y~ Stottll.en and JRn Oerr\t~Rn. 

D.ol~r~tton of Johannaa La P.ontasne and Philippe de Bamler reapect 
ine the testftmentory dteposltlon of h1e propart1 mede b, 
Jan Manje. ly1ng wounded at 3tamtort 

[lOla) Betore ma, Cornell. van Tienhoven, .ecretary of New 

Netherland. pppeBred Johannea La Montangne, counc1llor of the 

.ald place, ~ lb111R Dorme. ~ ~~. 1 who at the request 

of Marta Chombar. widow of the late Jan ManJe, attelt. teetify 

and declare, 1n place and With proalle of an oath If need be and 

required, that It ls true and truthful that Jan ManJe at Stsmfort 

be ln'5 wounded. requested and ch'lrged h1m. the depon"nt. to tell 

i11Fl Ron-ln-l"' .... F1ter, the Italian, 2 that the f.lbove mentloned 

Fart"l Chomb3r, hls wlfe, should remaIn 1n full pos3ession of all 

the property ~hey mlght J01ntly possess, without beln~ d1st'lrbed 

about it. by hIs son-ln-Iaw 8S long AS she 1\ "ed. All of which 

they offer to confirm. The 11th of March AO. 1644, ln Fort 

Amsterdam, New :'Jetherlond. 

La Mont!lgne 

Ph(1]llpe X de nemler 

IInlmowledJl:&d before me, 

Cornells van Tlenhovcn, Secretar1 
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decided thai the said Vosburgh shall pay the afo~said sixteen guilders 
to both parties, each pro rala what is due to them, provided that the court 
shall free Ihe said Vosburgh from all further claims on that account. 

Joannes Dijckman 
Rutger Jacobsz 
Jacob Schennerhooren 
Comelus Thonisen 
Jan Thomasz 

191) TueSday, February 3, 1653· 

Present: 

Everyone, except Jan Verbeeck 

Various persons examined on interrogatories regarding the crimes com­
milled by Jacob Jansz Stoll van Amsterdam. In the first place, the person 
of Jochem Becker Backer. 

How old he is and where born? 

Whether last summer he did not 
keep watch in this fort as corporal of 
the burgher guard? 

Whether, at one time. being on 
walch with his corporal's guard, he 
did not see Jacob Jansz Stoll come 
to the guardhouse drunk and intoxi­
cated, or at least quite befuddled, 
after the men had gone on watch? 

About how long ago? 

What he. Hap, did there and whether 
he did not go to his house to get his 
sword. intending to clear out the 
guardhouse with it? 

• mistake (or J 654 

t Adriaen Jansen van llpendam. 5chooJma.~ler 

Answers, 38 years; at Jeveren. 

Answers, Yes. 

Answers, Yes. 

Declares that he has forgotten, or 
does nol know very well. the 
exact time. 

Answers, Yes, and that he gave 
Adriaen d~ SchoolmeeSler,t a 
handkerchief to fight against him 
with his sword; and threatened to 

286 NEW NETHERLAND DOCUMENTS 

Extraordinary Session held in Fort Orange 
April 14, 1657 

Interrogatory of Hans Vos, residing at Katskill, conducted at the 
request of the officer, J. La Montagne, before the Hon. Anderies 
Ilerbertscn and Jacob Schermerhoom, magistrates of the said 
court, April 14, Anno 1657. 

I. How old he is and whe~ born? 1. Answers, 40 years and bom at 
Leunenborch. • 

ISS) 2. Whether last fall, being as- 2. Answers, No. 
sisted by Michiel, his servant, he did 
not get two ankers of anise water at 
the rift of Katskil? 

3. From whom he received or 3. Answers as above; did not get 
bought the same? any. 

4. Whether he did not sell the same 
to the Indians and to the Christians? 

5. Whether he, Hans Vos, did not 
order Michiel, his servant, to get 
another anker of anise water out of 
a canoe and whether he took the said 
anker to his house? 

6. Whether shortly afterward there 
was not another anker of anise water 
in his house? 

7. Whether he did not say, in the 
presence of Lange Gijsbert, If any­
one denounces me or blabs that I 
sell, or have sold, any wine to the 
Indians, I'll tie a rope with a stone 
around his neck and throw him into 
the kill? 

• Laneburg in Hanover. Germany 

4. Answers, No. 

5. Answers, No. 

6. Answers, That during the 
whole fall he has not had any 
wine except one anker from 
Eldert de Gojer and a half anker 
from Lourens Lourensen. 

7. Answers: No. 
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FORT ORANGE COURT MINUTES 365 

The COUnt having heard the panie~. condemns the defendant to restore 
Ole plaintiff's canoe. or another as good as his, within the space of 24 
hours. and to pay the costs of the suit. 

The fonner magistrates. plaintiffs, against Teunis Teunissen M elseiaer, 
defendant. 

The plaintiffs demand payment of the fine imposed on his wife a y~ar 
and a half ago. . 

The defendant admits the debt and humbly requests delay an payment 
and grace. --

The coun condemns the defendant to pay /100 in a month and the 
balance a year laler. 

Albert Gerritsen, plaintiff, 
against 

I Willem de BaL'ur l 
Default. Pieter Loockennans defendants. 

Foppe Barensen. .. 
Ill, Ordinary Session Held in Fon Orange 

May 14, 1658 

Present: 
Lamontagne 
Jan Tomassen 
Pieter Hangers 
Francoys Boon 
Adriaen Gerritsen 
Dirck Janssen Croon 

Barent Slecht. plaintiff, against Pieter Bronck and Jacob Adriaensen, 
defendants. 

The plaintiff demands payment of /64:. for which Pieter Bronck in 
Katskil became surety for Jantjen de /ersman. 

The defendant says that he gave the plaintiff an order on Jacob 
Adriaensen. to wit, orally. 

The plaintiff replies that if Jacob Adriaensen will pay in three days. 
he will be satisfied. If not, he will maintain his claim against Pieter 
Bronck. 

The coun condemns-the defendant, Pieter Bronck. to pay the sum of 

134 C olonJ1 of RenSieIGenl»J1C~ 

On the date aforesaid the honorable director haa in like man· 
ner once more arrested Jacob J anaz Stol in the colony. in the 
first place to fulfil the contract between the late patroon and bit 
predecessor, Hendrick Albertsz, deceased. and furthermore to 
answer for all his crimes committed to this day. aDd also 
appointed the 5th of January Anno 1650 as the day on which 
he is to appear in court, but notwithstanding the arrest he hal 
without giving bail gone outside the jurisdiction C!f the colony 
into the fort, in contempt of the liberties I obtained. 

Aert Jacobsz was summoned on December 14. 1650, to 
appear on January 5. Anno 1651. on account of his dispute with 
Jan Helms. 

Abraham Stevens Croaet. on December 15th. summoned for 
the second time to appear on the above court day. 

Christoffel Davits summoned for the Iee,ond time to appear on 
the above court day . 

Cornelis Corneliaz van· V oorhout summoned to appear on the 
above court day. 

December 22, Gyabert Cornelisz from Weesp is granted the 
garden heretofore used by Carsten Carstensz at one beaver 
yearly. on condition that (68v) whenever the honorable masters 
need it. he will have to give it up. subject to reimbursement for 
his outlay. 

I January 1651 Seger Cornelisz. Peter, the Frenchman. and 
lan Tysaen summoned to appear on the 5th of 
this month. at nine 0' dock. 

2 ditto Egbert Sanders's servant. Jem;J Taenis Cor­
neliaz. On the 3d. Henrick Driesz. Mr Rut­
ger Jacobsz' servant. 

3 ditto lan Helmsz summoned in writing. in the name 
of the patroon, against Aert J acobsz. 

1 V'JlheeJen; meanin, the libertiea or privilelel, Ifanted by the charter 
of Freedoms and uemptionl. of 1629. 

J Jama. 
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decided thullhe said Vosburgh shall pay the aforesaid sixteen guilders 
to both parties, each pro rala whal is due to them. provided that the court 
shall free Ihe said Vosburgh from all further claims on that account. 

Joannes Dijckman 
RUlger Jacobsz 
Jacob Schermerhooren 
Comelus Thonisen 
Jan Thomasz 

191) Tuesday. February 3. 1653· 

Present: 

Everyone, except Jan Verbeeck 

Various persons examined on interrogatories regarding the crimes com­
milled by Jacob Jansz StoJl van Amsterdam. In the first place, the person 
of Jochem Becker Backer. 

How old he is and where born? 

Whether last summer he did not 
keep walch in Ihis fort as corporal of 
the burgher guard? 

Whether, at one time. being on 
walch with his corporal's guard, he 
did not see Jacob Jansz SlolI come 
to the guardhouse drunk and intoxi­
cated, or at least quile befuddled, 
after the men had gone on watch? 

Aboul how long ago? 

What he, Hap, did there and whether 
he did not go 10 his house to get his 
sword, inlending to clear out the 
guardhouse with il? 

• mistake ror 16S4 
t Adriaen Jan~n van llpendam. schoolmaster 

Answers, 38 years; at Jeveren. 

Answers, Yes. 

Answers, Yes. 

Declares that he has forgotten. or 
does not know very weH, the 
exact time. 

Answers, Yes, and that he gave 
Adriaen de Schoo/meester, t a 
handkerchief to fight against him 
with his sword; and threatened to 

2R6 NEW NETHERLAND DOCUMENTS 

Extraordinary Session held in Fort Orange 
April 14, 1657 

Interrogatory of Hans Vos, residing at Katskill, conducted at the 
request of the officer. J. La Montagne, before the Bon. Anderies 
Ilerbertscn and Jacob Schermerhoom, magistrates of the said 
court, April 14, Anno 1657. 

I. How old he is and where born? J. Answers, 40 years and born at 
Leunenborch. • 

ISSI 2. Whether last fall, being as- 2. Answers, No. 
sisted by Michiel, his servant, he did 
not get two ankers of anise water at 
the rift of Katskil? 

3. From whom he received or 3. Answers as above; did not get 
boughtlhe same? any. 

4. Whether he did not seH the same 
to the Indians and to the Christians? 

5. Whether he, Hans Vos. did not 
order Michiel, his servant, to get 
another anker of anise water out of 
a canoe and whether he took the said 
anker to his house? 

6. Whether shortly afterward there 
was not another anker of anise water 
in his house? 

7. Whether he did not say, in the 
presence of Lange Gijsbert, If any­
one denounces me or blabs that I 
sell, or have sold. any wine to the 
Indians, I'll tie a rope with a stone 
around his neck and throw him into 
the kill? 

• LUneburgln Hanovcr. Gcrmany 

4. Answers, No. 

5. Answers, No. 

6. Answers, That during the 
whole fall he has not had any 
wine except one anker from 
Eldert de Gojer and a half anker 
from Lourens Lourensen. 

7. Answers: No. 
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370 Court Minutes of New Amsterdam. 

In the afternoon of the 12 Oct. t6SS. In the City Hall. 
Present the Hon',·e Petrus Stuyvesant, Allard Antony, 

Oloff Stevensen and Joh. Nevius. 

Bro't from the other aide fl. 3575.-
Juriaen Blanck voluntary fl. 30. fixed at.... ......... 20-

elaes Carstensen Noorman ...••••...•••••••.•••••. 
Isaac Kip, voluntary ..••••••.•••••••••••• 0 0 o. 

Andries dO Haes " ... " .. " " ................ . 
Tomas Fredericksen taxed at .• 0 0 ••••• 0 0 0 ........ .. 

Jan Gerritsen, Mason taxed at. 0" •••••• o •••• 0.00 .. 

Andries Hoppen promises to furnish two cargoes of 
stone (or the City HaIl. 

Tomas Larnbertsen, voluntary. o. •• 0 •••• 0 ••• 0 ••• o. 

Guert Coerten to give work on the City defences. 0 0 00 

Jacob Doheem, exempt. 

Maryn tuyckesen voluntary .• 0 •••• 0 •• 0 •••••••••• 0 • 

Claes Bordingh voluntary ft. 16. taxed @ •••••• o. 0 ... 

J an the Cooper .. .. 20. taxed ..... 0 ... 0 • 0 0 0 

Pieter van Naerden, voluntary ••.••....•.. 0 o .. .. 

Lodewyck Pos ...0 .•. 0 .......... " 
Jan Paulusen Jacquet .... ............... . 
Jan Dircksen's wife 
Jan Peck 

II 

.. .................. 
............. , .... 

Fredrick. Hendricksen " •. " . •• . ...•...•. 
Rynhout Rynhoutsen " ................. . 
Pieter Jacobsen Marius Ie and taxed at. '0' 0" 

Pieter Cornelissen at Skipper Juriaens vol. •.•. 0 • 0 •• 0 

Adriaen Woutersen, exempt. 

Abram Pietersen, Miller, voluntary. 0 • 0 •••••••••••• 0 

Andries Jochemsen .. ft. 6. taxed @ ••.•• 

Michel Poulisen's wife II and taxed .. 0 • o. 0 0 

Egbert van Borsum II and taxed ...••••• 
Hage Bruynsen 3 days at the City works. 
Hendrick Hendricksen, Tailor taxed and vol. .• 0 •••• 

Roelo{ the Mason, voluntary .••• 00 ••• 0 • 0 •••• o •• 0 .0 

Jan Peerie, voluntary, ...•.••.. 0 •••••• 0 •••••••• 0 .0 

10.-

20.-

20.-

6.-

6.-

20.-

10.-

12.-

20.-

25·-
12.-

IS·-
20.-

20.-

20.-

10.-

15·-

20.-

20-

6.-

10.-

15·-
30 .-

12.-

10.-

10.-

., 

Court Minutes 'of New Amsterdam. 

Jacob Veets voluntary, ........................... . 
Reyndert Pieteraen voluntary ft II. taxed at •••. u •• 

Claea Tysen, Cooper voluntary II 10. taxed ••.••••• 0 • 

Francia ClaeleD, Pilot voluntary 0 • 0 •• 0 ••••••••••••• 

Coenraet Ten Eyck .. • •••• 0 •••••••• 0 •••• 

laaak Foreest voluntary and his negro I @ I day ••••• 
Abram Clock .. . •..••.•• 0 ••••• 0 • 0 0 • 0 •• 0 •• 

Dirck van Schelluyne voluntary •• 0 •••••• 0 •••••••••• 

Aldart Coninck voluntary ft 12 taxed ••.•• 0 •••••••• 

Auke Jansen being aged, offere I @ 1 days work. for 

the City. 
Sybran Jansen Galma voluntary ••• , •• :: •••••••• o •• 

Willem Brouwer .11 excused 
Hage Volckertsen, voluntary ft 6. taxed .• 0 ••••••••• 

Hans Steyn voluntary .•.•..•.•.•..•.•••••.••••••• 
Willem Pietersen d'Groot abaent taxed at .•••••••••• 
J an Gerritsen Brouwer voluntary. 0 •• 0 ••••• 0 0 •••••• 

Albert Jansen, absent; taxed .... 0 ....... 0 ........ . 

Claes van Elslandt absent; taxed •••••.••••••....•• 
Michel Tadens absent taxed at .••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 

Warnaer Wessell "" ............. , ••••.• 
Solomon Pietersen d Laschar abseDt, taxed .••.••.••• 
Comelis Jansen Clopper absent; taxed ..••.••••• 0 ••• 

" Myndert the Cooper absent •.•....••.••• 
Clael Jans'! de Ruyter and Harmen Douwesen absent; 

taxed at .... . " " " .. " " ....... " " " " . " " .... " . " . , . 
Lourena dODrayer absent; taxed at. 0 ••••• 0 •• 0 ••••• 

Abram la Cuia is voluntarily taxed at ..••• 0 •• 0 ••• 0 •• 

Joseph de Coster Item ••• 0 ••• 00 •• 0 ••• 0 ..... 0 00 .. 

David Frerie Item .. 0 • 0 0 • 0 0 •••••• 0 • 0 0 0 ••••••• 0 •• 

Sal vader Dandrado Item ..•.• 0 •••••• 0 0 ••••••• 000 

Jacob Cawyn Item ..••••.•••••.•.•...•.•.•• 0 o· • 

Jacob Barstinsen voluntary .. 0 : •••••••• 0 ••• 0 •••• 0 • 

Assar Leevens Item ..• 0 •••• 0 ••• 0 0 •• 0 ••• 0 0 ••••• 0 
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c/J!';e nga1nst the honorable West India COIDpany. Thus done and 

nppeAled on the dAY Rnd yeAr rbo". mentloned. The orlg1na1 here or 
1. (sl~ed] 1n the record by the aforeaald Symon Jansz and ( 

Symen Janseen 

010f( 3tevensz. wltness 

i1111<lm de Key, w1 tneas 

Aclmo.~led~ed before me, 

Cornelle "an Tienho"en, Secretary 

Power of .,norney from Roel:mt IIaokwflert to Clres Janaen to 
oollect his debts 

[lJ9b] eefore me, Cornella "an Tlenhoven, aecretnry of 

New Netherland, appeflred Roelant Hackw.ert, who empowers Claes 

Jflnsz, b<:ker, to collect all his outst.and1ng debts end, if 

there are any debts to be paid, Claes may pay them out of What 

he receives. In witnesa Whereof thls ia slgned by Roelnnt 

I!ackwaert. Done the 3d of January 1645. 

This is the X rnork of ftoelflnt H".ckwaert 

Aclmowled~ed before me, 

Cornells von Tlenhoven. Secretary 

2 The n~me9 of t~e witnes~es h~ve been left blank. 

2 

J 

Aff1d"vlts secured by t .... e flAoal a!ltllnst Barent Jorls:-en Tourbay 
on ~ oh~r~e of assault 

(1390) Information taken by Flsoal von [der) 

Hoykena respectlng the offenRe oommltted by 

Barent Jorlsz Tourb~y, a soldler of Captain Jan 

de Vrles' oompany, on lAst Monday evenlng, 

after mountlng the guard. 

~arten Ael, sergeant of the above mentloned company, deolarel 

at the request of the flsca1 that, seelng that Barent Jorlaz had 

drawn hla naked sword and lntended to cut or stpb ~lere ~~lefan, 

who defended hlmself wlth the muaket whloh he had ln hie hand, 

the sergeont aforesvld lmmediately ran toward them and wrested anI 

took aw~y the sword from Tourbay, commandlng hlm further to go to 

hts quarters. :~ereupon the aforesald Barent Jorlsz sald: ·You 

are only my sergeent, du blst meln Gott nlcht." About noon on thl 

same day. at t.he guard house, he herrd Tourbay aay: RIf the oapta' 

or the enslgn c811 me a dog or benrsklnner, It Tourbay, shell out 

their thropts. R 

JBn ~chut, of Lubeck, B~d about 20 years, a soldler ln Jan 

de Vrles' oomD~ny, deolarea ~t the request of FiBcol van [der] 

Hoykens that on Yondsl l~st, lt beln~ t~e 2d of January, ln the 

even1n"" !'!fter mounting the ~urrd, Tourbf!Y "sked hlm for (hls) 

sword [whlch] he refused), 1n order to flght Sergeant Marten Ael 

w1th lt, he hpvlng taken away Tourbey's aword. Captaln de Vrles 

thereupon came p.nd gave Tourbay a blow, commandlng hlm further to 

go home, to whloh Tourbay gave for answer: "You are my captaln, y. 

are not my God." He, the deponent, by order of the capta1n, went 

to hts quarters. 
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date "ereor, ::ymon Jansen shall not be bound to ray anything to 

t .. e '1forelu'ild .Jlllem Claesen, or hls helrs, but shall ret'.,ln the 

IIforesnld >.nlse for not;hlnsz:, 1I11lem Claesen herebl promls1n~ the 

~pre~rer, If he 11es Nlthln the aforesaId time, to free hlm from 

all future de~8nds. 

~"urther, for W!'\lIt ls hereinbefore wrltten Symon Jansen bInds 

h19 person 'md property, real !Ond personal, present and future, 

nothln~ excerted, qnd ~ll the means and effect whlch he, the 

arpe~.rer, pos'lesses In the fatherland, submlttlng the same to 

the rrovlncl~l Court of Holland, lind Zeeland and to ~ll other 

courts, JUd:;o;f'B ,·nd J'.l'3tlces, 911 In good falth. Thus done In 

Fort i,mster'!n'll, In '!ew ~Jethp.rl~nd, thIs 9t .. of Ilugust 16)8. 

Evert ~vertsen 3ysGchop 

Il11Is PleterGen 

Symon J!lnsen .~uylenburch 1 

~~l11em Claessen 2 

wltnesses 

Power of t'ttorney from itev. J:;verardus BogE:rdus to 'liouter van 
I'wlller 

(J31 rhls dey, date underwrltten, before me, Cornells 

,an Tlenhoven, secretary of ~ew !'Ietherland, £'.ppeared Everardus 

Bo~~rdus, mInIster 1n thls pIece, as husband of the wldow of 

1 App~rently a faml1y name. derlved from Culemborg, or 
KuI1enbur~, g clty on the rlver Lek, In the provInce of Gelder­
bnd, Netherbnds. 

2 l~ls name was canceled In the orlg1nal. Accordtng to 
!;iducc-tion fep!,rtl!lent Bulletin. No. 462, p. 14, the or1g1nal 
sl!!nc't.ure ""S 'IIr1t.tE'n: ',~yellern clAes. 

48 

Houloff Janssen of l'.asterlHndt, deceased, 1 and in sald cap:ict ty 

the appe~rer constltutes, as he hereby does. the Hon. r.r. Wouter 

van Twl11er. late dlrector of New Netherland. hls attorney, wlth 

full power to collect from' the honorablft dlrectors of the 

Ch"lrtered ·.vest Indln Comp:my the sum of two hundred .'!Ind seventeen 

gu11ders, eRrned by the late Rouloff Jansen above named of sald 

p:entlemen, whlch was remltted 2 ln the year 16)5 to the orphan 

mnsters of the clty of Amsterdam ~nd has not been recelved by 

them; holdlng as va11d all th~t shall be done In thls matter by 

the above named van Twl11er. 

'rhus dona 1n Fort Amsterdam, on the island of ~;anh"tes In 

New Netherland, thls 12th of August AO. 16)8.) 

Dec In.rAt ton of Adrtaen Pletersen th:;>t the tobacco dell vered by 
Barent Dlrcksen to Master Gerlyn WaS 1n good condit1on 

[)41 Th1s day, date underwr1tten, before me, ~orne11s van 

Tlenhoven. secretary of New Netherland, appeRred Adrl.'1en Pletersen, 

aged about 20 years, to me well known, Hnd declared at the request 

of BRrent Dlrcksen,o",ker, that he, the deponent, saw th£lt when 

Berent D1rcksen dellvered to Mr. Garlyn the tobacc~, to wlt, 

1 The well known Anneke Jans. ~asterl'lndt refers to 
~erstrRnd, nn tslsnd orf the CORSt of Sweden, whlch t111 the 
pegce of Roeskl1de, in 1658, belonRed to NorwFlY. See lin 
Rensselaer Bowler MSS •• pp. 56 - 57~ J. O. EVjen, Scand1nay1an 
Imm1grants 1n New York, p. 89. 

2 Meflntn~ probably that the account had been sent to the 
orphan m&sters w1th power ,to collect the amount for the benef1t 
of the mlnor children of Rouloff J~nsen, deceased. 

3 Not s1gned. Another power of aLtorney to the same effect 
was ~1ven on Aprl1 16. 1639, to Hendr1ck CornelIssen van Vorst. 
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reclflrAtlon of Jecob loI~l1n"en thfit Skirre-r David P1etereen 
thre~tened to ~UL Clciro Pierre aehore at C8yenne and 
1n '!1r~lnla 

89 

gefore me, Cornelis van Tlenhoven, secretery of ~ew Nether-

If'nd, aH,p,ared Jacob ':slingen, pbolAt, 40 years of sge, who at the 

request of Cicero Piere, 1 ~y true f:OO :ihrlstl "n words In plc:ce 

ono "'itl-) rromiRe of on OE'tl-) \f need b~, declared tl-)~lt it 1s true 

'1no trutloJful thpt the said I'lppeArer pnd Cicero Plere ",foresllld 

ln the year 16J~ jointly served sklpper ~~vt1 Fl~terssen from 

Hoorn 8S sf-!llors nnd that ernon,! other tl-J1ngs the ;'ifores!lld David 

Ileterssn hAd threatened to put the sRld Clcero Flere ~ehore at 

C"'Y9nnE- "nd .. Iso ln 'I1rglnl .. , 2 lt bel1'1IT 'Nell unoerstood thnt he, 

the ~rpe9rer, dld not personally hear t"e flfores~ld Davld j"leteT3en 

hl~self sny What ln sbove wrltten, but only the shlr's crew. All 

of which the appearer declares to be true (lnd thr't he l-J!1e done 

this to bear witness to the Just trutl-J, ln conflrmatlon of which 

he hae s'~bs(\rlbed this with hie own hand. Done on the isl~nd of 

ranhetes, 1'1 Fort Amsterdam ln New ~et"terlend, thls 12th of 

Jenu"ry AO. 16)8.) 

This ls the X l1e-rk of Jacob '''Illingen, above nAmed 

1 Cesar9 Pletro Uberto, froll' ~'enlce, the Ancestor of the 
hlburtls ~nd Burtls femllies. He ls 31so spok~n of flS Fleter de 
ItfllAen (the It .. lienl, and Pleter Melle~ocque, or ~allernock, ~o 

named for ~~alamocco, a town ~ m' les S.5.E. of 'Janlce, on the 
Island of 'I,alamocco. The present decbrf'tton was rnflde in connectIon 
with F.' suit hrought by Clc9ro Fierre ~g'llnst CRptaln 1e 'Jr'es for 
th"! recovery of wages. See }.l.Y. C~1. NSS., 1!·:30-)1. See also 
Doc. Hel. Col. !Iut. N,Y" 14:34, ~7, 49, 140-112, )81; f,nd Iv.lnutes 
of t~e Crphanm9sters of New AmsterdAm, 1:4, 9, t). 

2 C~ptain David Pletersen de Vries sal led from Holland on 
July ,0, 1~14, on the shl~ De Conl~ck David, to plAnt f colony 
on the nORst of OuianA. He ~ncl-Jored ~t C9yenn~ on Sert. 14, 16)4, 
ann on October 14th r.roceeded to '!lrv.lnl!! nnd New Netherl[1nd. See 
D, P. de 'lrles, Krte H1eBoriael, 16~5, reprinted by the Llnschoten 
"ere ... nlglnp: (1911 , p!". 1 7, 192, 202-), 216-17. 22). 

) tlead: 1639. 

Dect~rAtlon of David Davldsen ~nd others 8S to an assault 
com~ittee by Hendrlck Pletersen 
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[651 Aefore me, CornE-lis van Tlenhoven. secretory of New 

Netherl~nd, appeared Davld Davitsen, et the request of Ulrich 

Lupo1dt, flsc!ll, and declAred on his conscience with true 

Chri~t,ign words, in pl~ce and wlth promise of a .olemn oath if 

n~ed be, that it lr true and truthful thet he, the appearer, 

stflndlng near the skipper of the ship LoVe, 1 conversing about 

those who sat on the wooden horse, WBS approached'by Hendrl0 . 
['letersen, 2 mason, who said to the appearer: "Thou Danish dog, 

what wl1L thou SAY?" strlkin~ the appearer with his flst, who 

rut hlmself on hlR defense with his flsts, but the sald maBon 

cut the flPpeArer's cheek with hls knlfe. 

Whereupon we, t,he undersigned soldiers, wltnesses hereto 

r.equested, drew our s~ords ln order to separete them. Then 

cnme Beyerl t • 2 to ossflult Jacob Swart wlth !I knlfe, we endeavo 

1np- to prevent mlschief fln<' to M:nder him from d01ng harm. Nev 

theless, Hendric Harmansen contlnu~~ wlth Hendrlc P1~tersen to 

Cllt with n. knife end to t"row stones, w"terei:>y Beyerl t. severely 

wounded one of ours. 

ThuR done, thls 13th of JonUlory AO. 16)8 [alcl. 

Daulet Dauietzen 

Jacob Schwart, witneSS 

Thls ls' the X RII'rk of Jochem ge~okm~n, wltness 

l rhe ship De Liefde, wh1ch oalled from Holland ln Septemb 
16)8 pnd on which Dav1d rletersen de Vr1es made his third voy~g 
to New Netherl"nd, to plant 1'1 colony on 'itAten Is ll'lnd. 

2) Hendrick Pletersen from Hasselt, prov1nce of Overyssel. 
Oysbert Cornelissen ~eyerlnndt. See N.Y. Col. Y;SS., 4:) 
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was forced to leave Oplant's Kil. 

Jan Danielsz also complains that Evert Hendricksz Fin came 
to his door three times with an ax and invited him with insulting 
curses, to come outside and harasses him so before his house 
that he cannot occupy his house in peace. 

After having considered the case of Evert Hendricksen Fin 
and having heard the complaints of various people, it has been 
resolved to place him temporarily under arrest until the matter 
can be examined in more detail, so that other measures can be 
taken according to circumstances. 

16 ~pril 1663, in Oplant's Kil. 

Pouwls Peersz was asked whether the wife of Andries Andriesen 
did not daily meet with Evert Fin at his house, in spite of the 
fact that he knew it was forbidden her to associate with him. 
Pouwls Peersz answers that it is true that the wife of Andries 
Andriesz Fin came to his house. 

Jan Danielsz declares that Evert Hendricksz Fin met the wife 
of Andries Andriesz Fin daily at Pouwl Peersz' house. He gives 
as proof that he has seen it with his own eyes. 

Nielis Maersz declares that Evert Fin is a quarrelsome man 
who daily causes trouble with everyone. 

The vice-director and magistrates, after considering the 
case of Evert Hendricksz Fin and hearing of the numerous and 
continued complaints against him, have decided, in order to 
prevent further injury and strife, to send the aforesaid Evert 
Hendricksz to the director-general and council with the documents 
in his case so that this matter can be judged there. was signedt 
Willem Beeckman, Oloff Stille, Maes Hansz, Pieter Cock. 

The aforesaid copy has been collated and agrees with the 
minutes. Altena, dated as above. 

A. Hudde, secretary 

19174 (LETTER FROM ANDRIES HUDDE TO PETRUS STUYVESANT) 

Noble Esteemed Lord: 

My Lord, I received news from a certain Harmen Reyndersz, resident 
of the colony of New Amstel, who was told by the English through 
Jacob my Friend to inform us that the Sinnekes, 1600 men strong, 
with women and children, were marching against the Minquas 
(with women and children) and were only two days away from the 
Minquas fort. Most of the Minquas are at home except for 80 men 
who are still away, also, there are 100 River Indians in the fort. 
The English would have attacked the Minquas but it was rejected. 
Because the English lean towards the Sinnekens, they intend to 
send some of their people to them ~o make peace, and since these 
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River Indians will be offended by this, there will be unrest 
this summer on the rlver. My Lord, since I have forwarded this 
to Mr. Beeckman in order to inform him of this and other matter 
concerning him, I also have to inform you of the same because 
we are exposed here, and if anything happens we could offer no 
defense. We trust nothing will happen but we cannot be assured 
of remaining unmolested. 

Altena, 

29 May 1663. 

(Addressed 1 ) 

Your most himble and trusted ser 

A. Hudde 

The Honorable, Bsteemed Lord, 
Lord Peterus Stuyvesant, Directo 
General over New Netherland, 
Curacao, etc. In New Amsterdam. 

(Attached Note:) The bearer of this is to have one blanket, 
four handfulls of powder and one stave of lead. These Indians 
asked me to inform you that half of them have already been kill. 
by the Sinnekus, they are the Indians from Armewamus. I leave 
it them to attest to the truth of it. I also request that you 
inform Henderick Huyge that Erwehongh is coming soon. 

A. Budde 

19t75 (LETTER FROM WILLEN BEECKMAN TO PETRUS STUYVESANT) 

When I arrived at New A.stel at the end of May, I found 
..wryone there is in a great uproar. All hands were busy repairii 
fort because the Sinnecus (about 800 men strong) had blockaded 
the Minquas in their fort. When the Sinnecus arrived, three or 
four men were sent into the Minquas' fort with presents and 
offers to make peace, while their force remained concealed at 
.a.e distance. However, a Minqua returning from the hunt sighted 
the Sinnecus and thus they were discove~ed. In the following 
days, those (Minquas) outside the fort attacked them in bands 
of 20 or 30 men. In the end, the Minquas sallied out and drove 
the Sinnecus away. They pursued them for two days, taking ten 
prisoners and killing a number of them according to the report 
of two Minquas who arrived on the 2nd of this month. 

On the first of this month it was proclaimed at New Amstel, 
with the ringing of the bell, that a letter had come from the 
f~h.rland addressed to the director and council which announced 
that the schout, van Sweeringen, had been pardoned for the 
shooting of an insolent soldier, also, that the director and 
council were advised to stock their warehouse because their 
.up.riors intended to send over a shipload of colonists, together 
with a group of farm laborers. Supposedly, by the closing of 
the letter on 3 December, 130 families had already promised to 
come over at their own expense. Furthermore, it was stated in 
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Contraot of sale from Anthony
1
Janaen to Barent Direksen of a 

farm near Fort Amsterdam 

(104] this day, the 7th of "-1 AO. 16)9, before me. 

Cornelia van Tlenhoven, aeoretary of New Netherland, personally 

oalN and appeared Anthon,y Janaen .trOllll Veea. 2 ot the first part, 

and Barent Dlroksen, baker, Of the second part, who In the 

presence of the underllgned wltnellel acknowledged that they 

had amicably and In frlendlhlp agreed and oontracted about the 

purchase of the farm hitherto ocoupled by the said Anthony 

JAnsen. altuated near Port Amsterdam, bounded westerly by 

Hendrlc Jansen, tailor, and easterly by Philip de Trul. on the 

condltions and terr.s hereinafter written. 

First, said Anthony Jansen shall deliver, as he 1a now 

dOing, to 3arent Dlroksz atoreaald, who also acknowledges that 

he has bought and thIs dp.y reoelved from aald Anthony, the land 

as 1t Is sowed and fenced, the house and barn, together wIth all 

that Is fastened by earth and nail, except the cherry. peach and 

all other treea atanding on Bald land, which said Anthony 

reserved for hlmlelf and will remove at e suitable time; one 

stalilon of two years, one ditto ot one ye~r. one wagon. one 

plow and one harrow with wooden teeth. 

Por all of whloh Buent Dlroksz ahall pay to sald AnthOny 

Janaen the aum of flfteen hundred and seyenty gu11dera, to be 

peld 111. two conseoutlye years: lm~edlately after the receipt of 

1 Revlled from Doc. Bel. Col. Hilt. N.X., 14:20. 
2 Fez, the pr1nclpal city of Yoorocoo. In other places 

Anthony Jansen is referred to as trom Sales. 

1"4 

What 11 sbove Wt'ltten he, 8erent Dlrcklz. shall pay to t.nthoD. 

Jansen. or hls order. one Just fourth pprt of the aforesold 

monay, and six .nonths atter the date hereof the aecond fourth 

part, ond so on one fourth pArt every half year. until the 18 

psy.ent inclusiYe. 

Por all of whloh the p~rttel bind their persons and prop 

~oyable and lmmovable, prelent and future. without any exoept 

under blnd1n~ obll~Btlon as by law prOVided. Without fraud 0 

deceit, two coplea or the aame tenor are made hereot and slgn 

by the part1as. Done the day and year aforeasld. 

This II the X mark of Anthony Jansen above named 

Thls la the X m~rk (Of Barent] Dlrckaz 

This la the X mark of Henric Harmsz 

Ollils de Voocht. wltneaa 

Cornelta van Tlp-nhoYen, Secretery 

Deolaratlon of Jeurlaen Rodolff and Fleter Cock that Jaoob 
Jeurlaens, lylng abed wounded. had forglven Joohem Peeek 

(105] Before me, Comella van Tlenhoven, aeoretar, 111. N 

Netherland, appeared at the requeat of Jochem Beeckman from 

Statyn,1 loldler, Jeurhen Rodolff.· sergeant, aged 25 ,eRrs, 

and Pltter Cock, cadet, ~~ed 27 yeRr •• who JOintly, 1n the 

preaence of the undersigned wltnesaes. certlflec and declared 

as they hereby do certlfy and declare. that it 1s true and 

truthful that Jacob Jeurlaensen from Danslok. ly1ng abed woun 

1 Stettln, Pomeranl8. Prussia. 
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Power of attorney from Headrlok Cornellssen van Yalokenburg 
to Jan Dlroksen van Bremen 

(152) Thls d81. date underwrltten. before me, Cornells 

van Tlenhoven, seoretary In New Netherland, appeared Hendrl0 

Cornell. sen van Yalokenburg, who In the presence of the under­

slgned wltnesse. oonstltuted 8S he doe. hereby, Jan Dlrcksen 

from Bremen (hls attorney], Wlth power In hls, the prlnclpal'., 

name to colleot from the honorable dlreotors of the Chartered 

We.t Indla Company such sum of mone, as ls due hlm, Hendrl0 

Cornellssen aforesald. acoordlng to the acoount hereto annexed. 

slgned M. van Gents; and whenever the aforesald Jan Dlrcksen 

shall reoelve the money, he shall have power to glve a reoelpt, 

whlch shall be valld, and further to prooeed as tlme and olroum­

.tanoe. may requlre. Done thls 4th of August AO• 1639, In Port 

Amsterdam In New Netherland. 

Thls 1. the X mark of 

Hendrlo Cornells.en van Yalcken[burg) 

Jan Jansen, wltnes. 

AdriAen van Tlenhoven 

A8s1gnment by Andrle. Hudde to the West Indla Company of hls 
balf-Interest In the 11ve stook remainlng wlth Wolphert 
Gerrltsen 

[152] Thls day, date underwritten, before me, Comella 

van Tlenhoven, 8~oretAry in New Netherland, appeared Andries 

Hudd., who In the presenoe of the underslgned wltneaaes trans­

fers and conveys to and for the behoof of the Chartered West 

India C~pany all his rlght, tltle and Interest In and to the 

oattle remaining wlth Wolphert Gerrltsen, to wlt: three oows, 
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one helfer, five oxen, one horee, twelve plge, the half where< 

belongs to Andrlee Hudde, whloh half muat be underetood ln thl 

conveyance. 

Wolphert Gerrlteen ehall have the control of the above 

mentloned oattle and thelr Increase untll Andrle. H~dde shall 

have paid the Comp&n1 and eald Hudde ehall not in &n1 manner 

have anything to say about the aforesald oattle untl1 he shal] 

heve satlsfled the Company. 

In testimony and token of the truth this Is signed bl 

Andries Hudde and Wolphert Oerrltsen. Done In Port Amsterdam, 

thls 5th of August AO. 1639. 

A. Hudde 

Thl. Is the X mark of Wolphert Oerrltsea 

. Oysbert ope Dyck 

Marriage contraot of Jan Jac~bsen from Yreelant and MarrltJe 
Pleters from Copenhagen 

(153] In the name of Ood. Amen. Know all mea (by these 

presents) that on the 15th of Auguet of the lear 1639, before 

me, Cornells van Tlenhoven, secretary re.ldlng In New Netherl. 

on behalf of the Chartered \.lest Indla COIIPIlnl', and before the 

under slgned wltnesse., appeared the worthY Jan Jacobsen from 

Vrelant,2 future brldegroom, [of the flrst part), as.lsted bl 

1 Also prlnted With slight varlatlons In J. O. EvJen, 
ScaRd Inoylan Ipnnlgrante 1n New l2!:Is.. pp. 2 ~7- sa. 

2 Probably the Village of Vreeland, In the province of 
Utreoht, but perhaps the polder of Vreeland, In the prOvince 
of Zeeland, Netherlands. 
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MarltJe Plterl frOB Copenhagen, hla tuture brlde, ot the second 

part, and the" the appearera. deolared that they had JIlutually 

relol.ed, engaged aDd agreed to enter together lnto the holy 

atate of matrlJllaBJ under the tol1owing contract. praylng God 

Almlghty that lt mlght pleale Hl1 dl.lne Majeaty to bleee their 

future marrlage and to let lt redound to His honor. 

Plrat, ln regard to the property whlch he, the brldegroom. 

ahall leaye behlD4 ln oale of hil death, whether JIlo.able or 

lamo.able, or such .a .., rightfull, belong to hlm, it Ihall 

belong in free ownerlhlp to MarrltJe Piters aforesald, wlthout 

any of Jan Jaoobaen'a blood relation. ha.lng any olalm thereto. 

On the other haDd, If MarrltJe Pleters, the future brlde, 

Ihould happen to dle flrlt, Jan Jacobsen shall ln 11ke manner 

possesa In full ownershlp all her lIleans end effeot., wlthout 

hil glYlng &D1 account therecf tc any of her blood relatlons. 

Pro.ided alwals that he, the brldegroom, or she, the brlde afore­

eald, whoe.er of the two shall survlve the other, shall hold the 

property only untl1 the day of hl1 or her death, when lt shall 

be partltloned and dl.1ded b, the brothers or lawful helrs of 

hiJll, the brldegroom, and 'l'etmtJe Jeurlaena fro .. Amsterdam,) or 

Jonal Bronc, her preaent huaband, as heirs of MarltJe Pleter8 

aforelald, eaoh obtalnlng the Just half. 

) Anthonla Jeurlaenl SlachboOJll, or Slaghboom, who ln 164) 
marrled Arent .an Curler. Profe810r Evjen 8aYI that Ihe was 
probably Danlsh, beoauae ln the above contract Ihe 1s mentioned 
.a the he1r of MarrltJe Pleterl of Copenhagen. It should be 
noted, howe.er, that Slaohboom ls a perfectly good Dutch name 
aDd that In the contract Ihe 11 dlstlnct1y given al frOJll Amster­
dam. See also The Dutoh Settlers Soclety of Alban" X,arb09k, 
1927-28, 3:12, note. 
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'l'hul done and exeouted In the prelenoe ot the \lD4eralgne4 

wltne •••• in Port Amsterdam, the day end ,ear aforel.ld. 

This 11 the X mark of Jan J.ooblen, abo.e DMe4 

Thl1 11 the III mark of Marltje Pleter., .bo .. ~ 

Clae. van El.lant, wltneaa 

HarDlanua A: Booghardll, wl tneas 4 

Declaratlon of Phl1lp du Trleux and othera that Edward Wl1lon 
klcked the wlfe of Du Trleux'a gardener 

[154] Thla dar, date underwrltten, before •• , Cornella 

.an Tlenhoyen. .eoretary of New Netherland, appear.d Philip d. 

TrUJ, aged 53 yearl, Pleter Tan de Linde, aged 4) yeara, IIZld 

Jan Hendrlckaen, •• 11mak.r, aged 26 y.ara, and at the requeat 

of Cornell. yan del' Ho,kens, fl10al, Jointly and •••• 1'.111 

declared, teatlfled and atte.ted, with off.r ot a aolemn o.th 

If neceasar" a. tol1ows: 

Phl1ip de Truy and Jan Hendriok.en Jointl, declare that 

they saw Edward WUson, an Engl1ahman, on the enn1Dg ot the 

13th of Auguat, klok the wlte of the gardener In the garden or 
the wltnes •• 

Pieter van d. L1nde deolarea that he h.ard the aboye D&IIled 

wcman soream, Whereupon, turnlng around, he a.w the )tOBan, 

bitterl, oOJllplalnlng, firJlll, hold her bell, with bOth her haDd •• 

All of wblch the wltnesse. declare to be true ~ truth­

ful, per.isting hereln, and that the, have don. thl1 0DlJ to 

4 Surgeon Hal'Jllen MeJDd.rt.en Tan den Beagaert. 
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Tleclr'r'lt1on of Phllippedu Tripux l'nd 'Aolrhert Gerritsen 
rev"rdln;: the answer of Anthony JF'nsen when aGked to 
pay Domine Rogardus 

[48J Before me, Cornells van Tlenhoven, secretary of New 

~etherland, Ropeared, at the request of Everardus Bogardus, 

mlnlster of this place, PhUlp de Truy. 1 aged about 5) years, 

9nd by true Chr1stlen words, ln place and wlth promlse of a 

sol~mn oath lf need be, declared, attested and test1fled that 

it 18 true and truthful that by order and command of the Domine 

he went t~ls day to the house of Anthony Jansen from Salee, to 

notify hlm to tender and pay Bogarde the money whloh belonged 

to M.m. Whereto Anthony geve for answer: "If Dom1ne wlll have 

hls monE'Y at once, then I hlld rather 10ge my heed thHn pay him 

1n this Wise, Rnd if he insist on (havlng) the money, lt wlll 

yet cn~Ge bloodshed". Further, the sald De Truy by command of 

eO~Rrde offer~d him peace, or else that he prove that sald 

Bo~grdP ~as a perjurer. Nhereupon, he gave for answer: 

1 Hls real name was Phlllppe du Trleux. He came from 
floubal x, Fr!'nce, OD.d would seem to hove been among the ;.Ialloons 
w"to arrived at l'Ianhflt.t;an ln 1624. He marrled 1n 1615, at 
11.1'13 terdr..'lI, Jaquemlne Noiret, of Ryssel (LUle), and ln 1621, 
9190 at hmsterdam, Susanna du Chenne, of Sedan. By the flrst 
wife he hAd ~ ~"Ju~~ter !'arle, born ln 1617, who marr1ed, 
~robably 1n New Amsterdam, ln 16)4 or 16)5, Cornella Volckertsen, 
the !ncestor of the 118le family; by the second wlfe he h?d a 
daul"hter Ssr~, born in ~Iew Netherland, who marrled ln 1641 
Isaac dp. ~oreot. In the record of hls betrothal to hls first 
wlfe, dated April 11, 1615, he ls c~lled a trypmaker (plush 
mnker), oged 27 years; ln that of the betrothrl to hls second 
Wife, dated July 17, 1~21, he 18 called a worsted dyer, F.ged 
)/1 yeare t-"th of whlch ages are sl1ghtly at '·.';Irlance with 
that 21 v~n 1"l the above documont. See ~'rs. Robert 'II. de Forest, 
A walloon ¥faUl in Amer1ca, 1:]10; end Kathlyne K. 'liele, 
'5ketches of I? 11lp.d families Knlckerback,r - Vlele, pp. 107 - 9. 
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"DolI'lne BO~l;lrde 1I'11:Jt first declare before the dlrector- and 

council thrt they 2 nre honorable peoplp, and thon they would 

see what they would do, for lf I should clear the minister ar~ 

rem91n myself in e!isgrace, whnt "ould be the reBult·., 

,~olphert Gerr1 tsen, aged 54 years, decb.res fiB the eXAot 

truth, on his consclf!9ce and Ifith the offer of an oath if n.e4 

be, thp.t ell that Ph1l1p de Truy, court messenger, sforeBald, 

has testlfted 1s true and th~t the above worda ware spoken 1n 

his presence. All that in herelnhefore written the aforesaid 

persons declare to be true, malntalning thst everyone 1s to 

bear witness to the truth, especlally when required so to. do. 

Done t.hls 4th of 8b'3r AO. 16)8, ln ~,.,w Netherland. 

Philippe du Treux 

Thls lR the X mprk of nolphert Gerritsen, above named 

Declaratlon of Lysbet Dircks, mldwlfe, ~s to her convers~tlon 
w1th GrletJe Reynlers respectl~ the father of her new­
born chUd 

(49J Eefore me, Cornelis VRn 'flenhoven, secretary of Naw 

Netherlnnd, pppeored Lysbet DIrcks, oged 45 years, wife cf 

Baren1t Dlrc~sen, at the request of Sverordus BogRrdus, minister 

of t.h13 r1ace, And by true Chrlstlan words, 1n plotJe and wlth 

promi~p. of nn onth if need be, decl~rftd, testifIed ~nd ~tte8ted 

th"t. lt 1~ true c-nr! tr'lthful th"t; she, the deponent, flS mldwl.fe 

wns in-,Hed by GrIetJe Fteynters to pssls\' her ln her confinement 

Rnd th~t when she, the deponent, hqd recelved the child, 

2 Mepnlng Anthony Jansen Rnd h1s Wife, ~rlctJe Heynlers. 
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s Albelng COlwtg Record •. 

Alll'Cned before llIe JollanllO!s I.a )lonta~De, in tho service of the 
Pririlcged West India CorDpany, ctc., Zachanu Sickels I Vao Wceoen, 
dwelling III Fort Orange aod in the presellce of the after oamed witnesse., 
who has appoioted and empowered, as, by these prescou, he does appoint 
aDd empower, AdriaeD Simooso, in the appoiDter's oamo and for biB benefit 
to demaud of the Honorabl. Directors of' the Welt lodia Compao)' of the 
Chamber at Amsterdam, tbe payment of such moolYs as are due to biOI . 
for services rendered by him for 8ai~ C?mpan}JJ!,n. the. island of Cura~oa.J 
as appears br a settlelucot made 00 laId Islaod~n~ Jf date A. D.I655; and 
for its receIpt quittaoce to give in proper form; with power io case 
necessity requiretl it, to lIubatitute 000 or more po noes io his place, for 
the furthering the pllymeot: promising to bold good all tha~ tbe afore· 
aaid attorney or his substitutes shall do in this matter (provided that the 
afore!lnid aUorney or hi. substitute, 8hall be holden to reDder an accounting 
of the mone, received to the principal or his attorDe,), UDder a pledge 
of his penoo aud estate, fast aDd monble, presellt and future, lubmitting 
the saDie to all law. and judges. 

])oDe io Fort Oraoge tbis -4th day of Novemher, A. D.1656, in preseoee 
of Johannes Provoo8t and Jau Lambertae [Van BremeD]' 

Witness. BACIUBTilT SECKEL8. 
TAi. i. 1M mark 0/ + Jan LamMrI,,,,.. e..... 
Joha'llnu .Pro'l)oo'" 

LA ~Io~TAo~"" DepatI at Fort Oraoge. 

Ap'peared before me JobaoDes De La ~loDta~e, io tbe ""ice of the 
Privtlej!ed West India Compan" etc., Heodrie QjfrTtjt (Vao Wie, or 
Verw.y], citizeD of the village of Beverwyek, and io i preaeooe (if l\leasn. 
Philip Pieterae (Sch\lyler].~ and Jacob [Janse] Soberm.rhooren.3 com· 
miuariel, etc., who declared t.bat he bad gnotH aDd eOIl~.,ed, III h. 
does graat aad convey, bI the~ presenta, in real alld acmal poeeeuioll, 
for tbe behoof of Pieter J an,e .LOockermans, ~ hit bein or aMigos, a certain 
houae Iota situate in the village of Bevenryok, bounded 00 the south by 
Adrit.n Jao .. De Vries, north bI Huge BruJoNa, lilt aDd "est 00 &h. 
wagon road, "hich lot ia flY, rodl wide; io leagth liveD aDd a half roda, 
io a square, accordiol{ to the pateo' to Rem JaoN [Smi&l, waoted b, the 
Honorable Direotor General and Couooil of New litetherlUcl, 00 the 23d 
of Octob., 1653, of which )0' the graD tor accordiDg' to .. id pateat reoeived 
a deed from aaid Rem J ao", 00 the 16th Oc&.1as&, aad .. id grantor promises 
laid lot to free from an iDCllmbrallcea, clDia aod demaDds, whicb ma, 
come .~ioa' tbe .. me, aoder a pledge of his penoD aad .state,OIo ... ble 
and iOllDovable, present Ind fature, luhmittill! tho .. me to aU courta 
or judges i ackoowledgiDg &hat b. hi. recei,ed .. liafaolion tor .. id 

'Zacllatla. 81".h __ corporal III tUeo.pall,·, ..mOIl. 1", I. leet-'-IIM .. tb. 
to .. •• b.", ... aDd COllt_ed to I*'f- I" .. clat, for III ",11'-' __ lIteM rw '1M _. la 
II1tN It __ • rtII4l v!ll6\ lor Iha IOWIl ; aDd I. ltl!l3l1e n .. ,,"4I41O NIW Y ....... 

• Col. Pblllp Plate_ aud Da9lel Plet'''' (Scba,I.", brol" .... -'r ... &1414 I. Alba,. TIl_ 
tor • ., manted lbrzarela !:I1i.bln"""t, ".. Dec •• 1II1II, al tb .... 01 .. J8U1. ... bad • "'Ur 
of , •• cllndna. Ua died 9tb on.aleb. 1&1.1-4. 

• "acob " .... acIMrmarhoo .... _ •• D.,ly, or Waterlan4, 'Roll.": II, -'r Mhled la BeYer­
w,.,k ... lrader •• 04 ~.IM • larp •• Ia" to, lb. 11m". wblcla b. I.~ 10 bl. niDI eblldlDlt. 
Be died I. IlelleDectad, I. 1$.<11. All tile ... 111. of ,b" D ..... lbe etat.oI N.w Yorll .... 
ltelle • ..s to 1M " __ Deled knm hllII. 

• 1'l~I.' la, ... tonk,no'''' "' ••• brotlto, Clf. ao •• rt L. of !'l_ .~ ... I.nIa ... IUIcI I .... W_. 
baIIl.".i. III ", W .. , lodia COlDpaa,' ... "ICtI,-/ltlk1l JI~," • ..... _ 

'S"""Z' .. 
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Interrogatory of Nicolaes Gregory Hillebrant. 
held before the honorable magistrates of this 
court, at the request of the officer. 

t. How old he is and where born? Answers. 29 years and born at 
Prague. 

2. Whether on the 20th of this Answers, Yes. 
month, being a Tuesday, in the eve-
ning, he was not in the garden of 
Jochim Ketluyn? 

OF THE STATE OF N E\V YORK. 401 

165'1, Aug. 10. 

Evert Pietersen, Schoolmaster at South River, Delaware, to the 

Commiseioners in Fort Amstel, South River, New Nether­
land. 

We arrived here on April 25th (1657). I find twenty fami­

lies, mostly Swedes. Not more than five or six familiee beloDg to 
our nation. I have already begun to keep &ehool, and have twenty 
five children, etc. 

Your Honor'e most obedient se"ant, 

Evert Pietersen. 

1.6157 

74 
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Lesson 3 

Objectives 

1. Students wiH be aware 
of the reasons Africans 
were brought to New 
Netherland. 

2. Students will be aware 
of the background and 
significance of the slave 
trade. 

3. Students will be aware 
of the value of a ship 
journal as primary 
source material. 

Activities 

1. Have small groups of students read fragments of the 
Journal of the St. Jan and the list of slaves who died, and 
then complete assignments. 

2. Have students prepare a calendar in which attention is paid 
to: 

a. how long the journey lasted; 
b. what happened at various stages of the journey? 

(This and also the list of deaths should be marked on 
the calendar). 

3. Have groups present and discuss their products in class. 
Attention should be paid to the length of the entire journey 
and the events that took place at various places. During the 
discussion plot out the journey on a large world map. 

4. Individual assignment: report the journey from the point of 
view of: 

a. the skipper; 
b. a male slave; 
c. a female slave; 
d. a 10 year old child; 
e. a trader/merchant. 

Resources 

1. Gehring, Charles T. 
and SchiItkamp, J. A, 
trans. and eds. 
Curacao Papers, 
1640-1665 
(Interlaken, NY, 
1987): 128-133, 176-
77. 

2. Illustrations of slave 
ship interiors. 

3. Recommended to read 
for teacher: 

Postma, The Dutch and 
the Atlantic Slave 
trade. 

UNIT II: MANY NATIONALITIES 
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42 

Duplicate 

NEW NETHERLAND DOCUMENTS 

Noble [ ] Valiant, Wise 
] very Prudent [ 

Discreet Lord. 

My Lord. Whereas the ship Speramundij could not or dared not put in here at 
the Bay of St. Jan in order to take on salt there, and as a result decided to go 
over to Bonayra to take on salt; therefore, it was reported to the commissary, 
and orders were issued to dispatch the aforesaid ship as quickly as possible 
after its arrival there. Although it is doubtful whether the Company's sloop 
will be able to meet the aforesaid ship there, [ ] I am sending along with 
some necessities these few lines to be directed to your honor as a cover to the 
letter to the honorable lords-superiors, being duplicates of those which 
departed with Den Coninck Sa/omen and St. Jan directly from here to the 
fatherland on the 3rd of September. I have left them open with the humble 
request that after your honor has made use of them that they be sealed and 
sent over with your honor's letters to the lords-superiors as soon as possible; 
and whereas nothing else has happened, since the other [ ] here, than 
was considered in the same letter, I shall refer to it for the sake of brevity.' 

Hereby 

Noble, Honorable, Valiant, Wise, Prudent and very Discreet Lord, I 
commend your honor, after our humble respects, together with Mrs. 
Stuyvesant and all those whom your honor holds dear, to the merciful 
protection of the Almighty and remain as long as I live, 

Curacao, in Fort 
Amsterdam, the 10th 
of September 1659. 

Copy 

The 4th of March. 

My Lord, your honor's 
faithful and devoted friend 
and servant. . 

438 

Journal kept aboard the ship St. Jan. begun the 
4th of March in the year 1659. 

We weighed anchor by order ofthe honorable lord 
director Johan Valkenborch and the honorable 
director Jasper van Heussen l in order to continue 

CURACAO PAPEllS 

The 8th ditto. 

The 17th ditto. 

The 6th of May. 

The 22nd ditto. 

The 26th ditto. 

The 5th of June. 

The 29th ditto. 

129 

our voyage to Rio Reaelt to trade for slaves there 
on behalf of the honorable Company. 

We arrived with our ship on Saturday before 
Ardat to take on board the surgeon's mate, and 
tamarinds as refreshment for the slaves. We set sail 
the next day to continue our voyage to Rio Reael. 

We arrived in Rio Reael before the village named 
Bany.§ We found there the Company's yacht 
named De Vrede. which was sent out to assist us in 
the slave trade. 

In April nothing happened except trading for 
slaves. 

One of our sailors died whose name was Claes van 
Dienen from Durgerdam. 

We weighed anchor again and sailed out of the Rio 
Reael with the yacht De Vrede. We acquired there 
in trade two hundred and nineteen slaves, men and 
women, boys as well as girls; and we set our course 
for the high land of Ambosius· in order to seek 
food for the slaves, because nothing was to be had 
in Rio Reael. 

On Monday we arrived below the high land of 
Ambosius in order to seek food for the slaves. We 
spent seven days there looking but barely obtained 
enough for the slaves' daily consumption; there­
fore, we decided to sail to Rio Cammeronestt in 
order to see whether any food could be found there 
for the slaves. 

On Thursday we arrived in Rio Cammerones, and 
the yacht De Vrede went upriver to look for food 
for the slaves. On the same day our cooper died 
whose name was Pieter Claessen van Amsterdam. 

On Sunday we decided to continue our voyage 
because there was also little food there for the 
slaves because of the heavy rain which we had 

t River in present-day Nigeria which nows by Port Harcourt. 
t In present-day Dahomey on the slave coast of Africa. 
§ Bonny on the coast of Nigeria, south of Port Harcourt. 
• Islands in the Gulf of BiMra. 
tt River emptyilll into Gulf of Biafra. 76 
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The 25th of July. 

The 27th ditto. 

The 10th of August. 

The I Ith ditto. 

The 15th ditto. 

The 17th ditto. 

NEW NETHERLAND DOCUMENTS 

daily, and because many slaves were suffering from 
dysentery caused by the bad food supplied to us 
from Delmina, f among which there were many 
barrels of groats which were not fit for use. We 
delivered to the skipper Adriaen Blaes one 
hundred and ninety five slaves consisting of eighty 
one men and one hundred and five women, six 
boys and three girls, for which the manifests were 
signed and sent with the yacht De Vrede to 
Delmina, together with an account and the receipts 
for the remaining goods. 

We arrived at Cabo de Loop du Consalvo t to take 
on water and firewood. 

Our surgeon, Martijn de Lonoij, has died of 
dysentery. 

The Company's ship named Den Sworten Arent 
arrived. It was coming from Casteel St. George del 
Mina bound for the fatherland. 

We decided again to continue our voyage to the 
island of Annibo§ in order to buy some refresh­
ments for the slaves there. We lay sixteen days at 
Caap de Loop· in order to take on water and 
firewood. Among the water barrels some forty 
were taken apart to be repaired because our cooper 
died in Rio Cammerones; otherwise we had no one 
who could repair them. 

We arrived at the island of Annibo, where we 
bought as refreshments for the slaves one hundred 
holfJ KeerH of small beans, twelve hogs, five 
thousand cocoa nuts, five thousand sweet oranges 
together with other refreshments. 

We set sail again to continue our voyage to the 
island of Curacao. 

t i.e .. St. George del Mina, Dutch fortified slave post, today Elmina. Ghana. 
t Cap de Lope Gonzalves, today Cape Lopez, Gabon just south of Libreville. 
§ i.e., Annabon, island just west of Cape Lopez. 
• i.e., Cape Lopez. 
tt keer is translated as "tierce" in Voyages o/the SlDvers St. John and Arms of 
Amsterdam by E. B. O'Callaghan, Albany: J. Munsen, 1867; I tierce = 42pUons 
or 1/3 pipe. a measure halfway MtMen a barrel and • hophead. 
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The 21st of September. The skipper convened the ship'scouncil and it was 
decided to run to the island of Tobago and take on 

, water there; otherwise we would have died for 
want of water because much of ours had leaked 
out of the water barrels. 

The 24th ditto. On Friday we arrived at the island of Tobago 
where we took on water and also bought some 
bread for our crew because for three weeks they 
had had no rations. --

The 27th ditto. We set sail once more to continue our voyage to 
the island of Curacao as before. 

The 1st of November. We lost our ship on the reef of Rocusf and our 
crew fled in the boat immediately. There was no 
chance to save the slaves because we had to 
abandon the ship on account of the heavy surf. 

The 4th ditto. We arrived with the boat at the island of Curacao. 

Copy 

The honorable Governor Beck dispatched two 
sloops to retrieve the slaves from the shipwreck. 
One of the sloops was taken by a pirate together 
with eighty-four slaves. 

June 30 

July I ditto 
The 3rd ditto 
The 5th ditto 
The 6th ditto 
The 7th ditto 
The 8th ditto 
The 9th ditto 
The 10th ditto 
The 12th ditto 

43b 

List of the slaves who died aboard the ship SI. 
Jan from the 30th of June to the 29th of 
October in the year 1659. 

Men Women Children 
3 2 

2 I 
I 
2 
I 

I 
2 
2 

2 
I 

t Island of Los Roques about 125 miles eut of Curacao. 
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The 13th ditto 
The 14th ditto 
The 16th ditto 
The 17th ditto 
The 18th ditto 
The 19th ditto 
The 20th ditto 
The 21st ditto 
The 23rd ditto 
The 24th ditto 
The 25th ditto 
The 26th ditto 
The 28th ditto 
The 29th ditto 

August the 2nd ditto 
The 3rd ditto 
The 6th ditto 
The 8th ditto 
The 9th ditto 
The 11th ditto 
The 16th ditto 
The Illth ditto 
The 20th ditto 
The 22nd ditto 
The 23rd ditto 
The 24th ditto 
The 29th ditto 
The 31st ditto 

September the 3rd ditto 
The 6th ditto 
The 7th ditto 
The 8th dillo 
The 13th ditto 
The 14th ditto 
The 16th ditto 
The 19th ditto 
The 23rd ditto 
The 24th ditto 
The 26th ditto 

October the 1st ditto 
The 3rd ditto 
The 4th ditto 
The 10th ditto 
The 12th ditto 

NEW NETHERLAND DOCUMENTS 

2 
I 
3 2 
2 
3 I 
I 3 
I 
I I 

2 
I I 
2 I 
I 
3 

2 

2 
I 
I 
2 

I man jumped overboard 
I 

41 Men 31 women 3 children 

Men Women Children 
I 

2 
I 
I I 
I I 
2 2 
I 
I 

2 
3 
I 

2 
I t 

I 
2 
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The 13th ditto 
The 19th ditto 
The 23rd ditto 
The 29th ditto 

S9 Men 
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47 women 4 children 

On the first of November two hours before dawn we lost the ship SI. Jan on 
the reef at Rocust and fled in the boat to the island of Curacao, leaving the 
ship SI. Jan there with eighty-five slaves on board, men as well as women and 
boys and girls. We reached Curacao on the 4th of this month. 

44 

Copy L.S. Schaef:' 

In the name of the Lord, amen. In the year of the birth of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ 1659 the 25th of January appeared in person before me, 
Henrick Schaeff, notary public, appointed by the court of Holland, residing in 
Amsterdam, the underwritten witnesses, Messrs. Eduard Man and Abraham 
Wilmerdoncx, directors of the Chartered West India Company at the 
chamber here in Amsterdam, hereto authorized by the board of their 
associates as charterers on the one part and on the other part skipper Jan 
Janssen Eyckenboom from Hoom, master (under God) of his ship named 
Den Eyckenboom: length 122, width 25\1, hold 11\1, above 5\.i and 6 fect 
with a forecastle and half deck on either side; and the aforesaid deponents 
declared, as they hereby do declare, to have made and concluded together a 
certain contract for a charter of the aforesaid ship, in the form and manner 
herein described to wit: that the aforesaid skipper shall be bound immediately 
to deliver his aforesaid ship here in the city fitted out, tight, weU-caulked and 
provided with good and sufficient anchors, cordage, tackle, sails, running and 
standing rigging and all other necessities and appurtenances belonging 
thereto; and the same mounted with ten good pieces of cannon, with the 
powder and shot required thereto, and other ammunition in proportion, but 
that the necessary consumption of powder and shot aforesaid shall be made 
good by the Company, which shall also put on board the aforesaid ship, in 
addition to the aforesaid ten pieces, as many other guns as they please and can 
be properly mounted, and shall itself provide and pay the expense of the 
powder and shot therefor, on the condition that, in the necessary 
consumption thereof, the aforesaid skipper shall also assume the share of his 

t i.e., Los Rocus. 79 
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By balance of this from the Company ............... . f 919.9 

f 300.­

f 3120,-

By the freight of 10 Negroes brought from 

I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

there for the Company ......................... . 

71 

Inventory of the accompanying papers sent to the honor­
able lords Petrus Stuyvesant, director-general, and 
councillors in Nieuw Neeclerlandt aboard the ship Den 
Indiaan. t skipper Dirck Jansen van Olden burgh. 

A letter dated 21 July 1661.1 

Receipt of the Negroes loaded in the aforesaid ship.2 
Bond of a female Negro sold to the aforesaid skipper;) 
A letter from the honorable lords superiors in Holland.· 
Manifest of the cloth loaded in the aforesaid ship.s 
Receipt of the skipper concerning the same.6 

Account of that which was bought and received here from the skipper. 7 

72/781 

I, the undersigned Dirck Jansen van Oldenburgh, skipper, next to God, of my 
ship named Den Nieuw Neederlantsen Indiaen. hereby acknowledge to have 
received under the deck of my aforesaid ship from the honorable lord vice­
director Mathias Beck, for the account of the honorable Company, seven 
cases with this distinguishing mark and numbers [OWC 35. 36, 37, 38, 39,40. 
54].f which I accept and promise to deliver, after the safe arrival of my 
aforesaid ship in Nieuw Neederlandt, to the honorable lords Petrus 
Stuyvesant. director-general, and councillors there. In acknowledgement 
hereof, three identical receipts have been executed, of which the others are 
invalid when one has been satisfied. Curacao in Fort Amsterdam, the 21st of 
July 1661. I. 

Skipper Dierck Janse 

t This is De Nieuw Netkrlantse Indiaen. 
t These markings appeared in the margin on the original. GWC is Geoctroyeerde 
Westindiscbc Compqnie. i.e .•. Chartered West India Company. 
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73/80 

I. the undersigned Dirck Jansen van Oldenborgh, skipper, next to Ood, ofm: 
ship named Den Nieuw Nederlantsen Indiaan. presently lying within th. 
harbor of the island of Curacao ready to sail to Nieuw Neederlant, hereb: 
acknowledge to have received from the honorable lord vice-director Matthia: 
Beck, for the honorable Company's account, forty healthy slaves or Negroes 
consisiting of fifteen men, fourteen women, six boys and five girls, whom 
have agreed to deliver. after the safe arrival of my aforesaid ship in Nieuv 
Neederlant, to the honorable lords Petrus Stuyvesant, director-general, ant 
councillors there. In testimony thereof three identical receipts were issued 0 

which the others are invalid when one is satisfied. Curacao in For 
Amsterdam. the 21st of July 1661. 

Skipper Dierck Jansz 

Debit 

Anno 1661 

74 

Mons. Capt. John Allen. 

25 Feb. To Jacob Abondano for 10 pieces of rough 
Osnabruck linen, 938 ells at 6 st. per ell ..... . 

To Curacao horses, 20 head 
at 60 guilders a head ...................... . 

To tanned leather, 46 pieces at 3 rl. a piece .... . 

To Negroes, 5 head at 150 pieces of 
eight per head ............................ . 

To cash with which to pay his men, 
200 pieces of eight ........................ . 

, Total 
" 

f 281, 8,-

f 1200. -,­

f 41, 8,-

f 1800: -,-

f 480; -,­

f 3802,16,-

79 



Lesson 4 

Objectives 

1. Students will be able 
to distill and 
categorize infonnation 
from the documents. 

2. Students will gain 
more knowledge about 
the lives of slaves in 
New Netherland. 

3. Students will become 
aware of the position 
and status of slaves in 
New Netherland. 

Activities 

1. Have students read through packages, page 82-95. 

2. Have students distill and categorize all infonnation 
about the lives of slaves. Introduce this in a class 
discussion in which some categories [such as work, 
price, character, condition, free time, entertainment, 
language] are mentioned. OR: have students think of the 
categories themselves. 

3. After reading discuss: What do you get to know about 
these people's family, their religion, their free time, the 
way they educated their children. Make clear that much 
infonnation has to be read between the lines. (for 
example: slaves are tapped beer on Sunday morning 
during church service. That means that 

1. they did not have to work at that time. 
2. they were able to buy brandy. 
3. they did not go to church. 
4. the tavern owner apparently did not discriminate 

ity'that way that he forbade them to enter the 
t"vern (In the contrary, he ran the risk of being 
firte{thimself). 

Resources 

1. Court Minutes 1638-49, 
vol. 4: 100. 

2. Register of the Provincial 
Secretary, 1642-46, vol. 1: 
223-24. 

3. 0' Callaghan, Edmund B., 
trans. and ed., Laws and 
Ordinances of New 
Netherland 1638-1674 
(Albany, 1868): 36-37. 

4. Patents: 56,58. 

5. Register of the Provincial 
Secretary, 1648-60, vol. 3: 
228-29, 82. 

6. ER, vol. 1: 409-10. 

7. ERA, vol. IV: 112-13. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Lesson 4 (continued) 

Objectives Activites 

(-

Resources 

. 8. Van Laer, A. J. F., trans. and 
ed., Correspondence of 
Jeremias van Rensselaer, 1651-
1674 (New York, 1932) 
(CJVR): 167, 364-65. 

9. RNA IV: 9, 13-14, 22, 33-34, 
41, 45. 

10. Register of Salomon Lachaire, 
1661-62: 99-100. 

11. 0' Callaghan, Edmund B. 
trans. and ed., Documents 
Relative to the Colonial History 
of the State of New York, 11 
vols. (Albany 1856-1861) vol. 

. 2: 222-23. 

12. Van der Linde, A. P. G. Jos, 
trans. and ed. Old First Dutch . 
Reformed Church of Brooklyn, 
New York, 1660-1752. 
(Baltimore, 1983) 223-24. 
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on ~ne 24th 01' J.munrY;-O"i;'K~i'hur;d~y 

Th .. "overnor pnd council, res2dlng in New Netherlpnd in the 

name of ~he lIigh And ,oaJl;ht)' Lor(1. lhe St.atel QentlrBl of the Unlted 

Netherlands, his highne.1 of Orange and the honorable dlreotor. 

of the Chartered .e.t Indla CompAnl, hA .. ing aeen the crlo11nal 

prooecdtll68 of Cornello vander 1I0ykens, nlcal, agfllllst l1ttle 

Antonio Paulo d'Aneola, Oraola d'Angola, Jan ot Fort Orange, 

Manuel of Gerrlt de aeus, Antony the Portuguese, Manuel Minult, 

Slmon Conce Qnd big Manuel, all Negroes and Ilaves of the aforesaid 
Company, ln whloh cr181nal proceedlngl by the flscal the sald 

Negroes are charged wlth the murder of Jan Premero. allo a sla ... , 

commltted on the 6th of January 1641, whloh lald defendants on 

Monday last, be1ng the 21st of th1s month. wlthout torture or 

lrons, JOintly acknowledged 1n court at Port Amsterdam that they 

had committed the ugly deed against the alal. Premero ln the 

wooda near thelr houleli therefore, w18hlng to pro .. lde hereln 

And to do just1ce, a. we do hereby, in acoordance with the Ho11 

ScrIptures ~nd secular orOlnflncea, we haye. after due deliberation 

rnd oons1~er~tlon of the m~tt.r, condemned the delinquents to 

drAW Iota Which of them shall be han~ed untll death ensue. And 

after we had called upon Ood ~o deaignate the culprit by lot, 

flnAlly, through the prov1dence o( Ood, the lot (ell upon 

Manuel of Oerrlt de aeus, who therefore 18 thereby debarred from 

any exceptions, plea8 and deCehee. wh10h lD the aforelald matter 

he might 1n any wlse let up, lnasmuch a. the ugly murderous deed 

1s comm1tted aga1nat the highest majesty of Ood and Hia .upreme 

rulera, whom he has dellberataly robbed of thelr 8ervant, whose 

blood calla for .. engence before Godi all of whlOh oan ln DO w18e 

bo tolerated or suffered 1n countrles Where lt is customary to 

malnta1n justice and Ihould be puniShed a8 an etample to others; 

therefore, we haye oondemned, ae we do hereby oondemn. the afore­

sald Manuel of Oerrlt de Reus (lnasmuoh a8 he drew the lot) to 

be punl~hed by henglng until death follows, a8 sn example to all 

Ruch mplefaotors. 

Thus done ~nd sentenced ln our councl1 And put into eXecutlon 

on th~ 24th of JAnupry of thls year of our Lord and Saylor Jeaua 

Christ anno 1641. 
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[6S) On the 24th of January 1641 

Manuel oC Oerrlt de Seu. baying been oondemned to be 

exeouted wlth the rope .0 that death would follow, standlng on 

the ladder, was pU8hed orf by the exeoutloner, belng a Negro, 

ha .. lng around hls Deck two good ropel, both ot whioh broke, 

whereupon the Inhabltant. and bl.tender. oalled for meroy and 

.. erl earneltly lollclted the ..... 

We, theretore, haTing taken luto oonllderatloD the reque.t 

of the oomaunlty, .. also that the 8ald Manuel bad partly under­

gone hl_ .entence, haTe graoloully granted hl. hl_ 11fe and 

pardoned him and all the other Negree., on prom1se of good 

behavior and wllllng aerylee. Thul done the day and year aboy. 

wr1tten, 1n Fort Amsterdam in New Netherland. 
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on the oondltlons herelnatter written they haye made and entered 

Into the tollowlng oontraot. The atoresald Hans Jansen, tather 

and ~uardlan ot MarrltJen Hans, his daughter, aoknowledgea that 

he has bound his atoresald daughter to PhiliP GerrltsseD atoresald 

tor the term ot three cODseoutlYe yeara, beglnnlDg on New Year 

AO. 1645 and .ndlDg on Ne" Year AO. 1648, In order during the 

• toresald tim. to serT. the said Philip Oerrltsz or his wife. 

Philip Oerrltsz .cknowl.dges that he has eDgaged the s.ld MarrltJeD 

to serTe him tor three years, ID return tor which he shall 

properly proYld. h.r durlDg the said three yeara wIth board, 

lodging and the neo.ssary olothlug, and also ha ... e her taught 

aewlug, In .ueb a maDDer as a tather should or might do with hls 

ohl1d, all how.T.r aooordlDg to his clrcumatano.a. Thus done 

the 2)d ot "" AO. 1644, In Port AIIIaterdam, N.w Netherland. 

PhiliP Gerritsen 

This la the H I mark at Hana Janaen, made by hlmaelt 

Aoknowl.4sed b.tore .. , 

Corn.lls Tan Tleahoven. Secretary 

Ind.nture or S.rYlo. or Marla, a young N.gro girl, to 
NIOolaes Coorn 

(Ulb] '!'hIs d." date und.rwrltteD, betore .. , Corn.lla 

Tan Tlenho .... n. s.oretary at N.w N.therland, appeared Nlo01a.s 

Coorn, resldlDg In the colODJ at B.na.l •• rs Wyck, who aoknowledged 

that he had aoo.pt.d aDd this day reo.l .... d rrom the Han. Wille. 

[Klett], dlr.otor g.Deral at New Neth.rland, "aria, daught.r ot 

Big Plet.r, b.lng • young Negro girl belonging to the honorable 

West IDdia ComPBDJ, tor the t.rm at tour conaeoutl .... y.ars, during 

whloh said tim. the .bo.... m.ntlon.d Marl. Shall remalD In the 

a.r ... lo. at the aroreaald Nloola.s Coorn. on oondltlon th.t he 

ahall prOTide her With food and olothes. At the .xplratlOD at 

Coorn ahall be bound to r.stor. the the atoresald tour years, 

atoresald girl. It she be liVing, to the honorable dlreotor aboye 

mentioned, or to his sucoessor. In witness whereot this Is slgn.­

by Nloolaes Coom • Done the 25th ot MaJ AO• 1644, In Port 

Amsterdam In New N.therland. 

N. Koren 

Aoknowledg.d berore me, 

Camelis van Tlenhoven, S.oretary 

Power or .ttorney from Jan Jana.D Schepmoes to Cornelia ADtODlsse 
to collect Aeltle Claea' portloD or her rath.r's estate 

(112a] Betore me, Camelis Tan TlenhoT.n, seoretary resid­

Ing In New N.therland on the part at the General West India Camps 

appeared Jan Janaen Schepacea as guardIan or AeltJen Claes, 

survIvIng minor daughter at "arrltJen Plters, Who In the atoresal 

oapaolty appOints and empowers, aa he does hereby, CamelIs 

Antonlsz, 1 residing In the colony at Rena.laera Wyck, to demand, 

collect and reoelve In hiS, the prlnolpal's, n,me tram the heIrs 

ot the lete Brant Pelen, 2 realdlng In the oolony atoresald, all 

luch portion ot the estate ot the deceas.d Brant Pelen as IS due 

to the above mentioned AeltJen Clees, es may more clearly appear 

from the Will, a copy of which Is lu the possesslou of the said 

Cornells Antonlaz; whloh attorney shall haTe power to Instltut. 

• 
1 Cornells Antonlsaen ... an Schllok, trom Breuckeleu; s.e 

lin Repuelaer D2!1!£. ~., pp. 255-56, 809. 
2 Brant Pellen, trom Nykerok, ODe of the first set~lers ot 

Renlselaerswyok. Sea ~ Rensselaer ~ ~., p. 80 • 
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LAWS OF 

ACT 
or Ine Director And Council or New Netherland emancipating certain 

Negro Sh\\"c~ therein mentioned. Pautd 2!i February, 1<i44. 

LN. Y. Col. MSii. IV. 183.) 

WI~, lJ'illimlll(irft amI Council of New Netllerland 
having considt'l'Cel the peUtioll of the Negroes uamed 
Petillo A /I!/olet, Big JlTetll1ll'1, Little Mal/llCI, Mal/lid (Ie 
Oarit ell! Re:llll, Nimoll COI'f/o, An.tllony Portugill, Gra­
ci(t, Pell'I' Slmt())//.tll', JllI~ Prtuwisco, Little Anthony, 
Jim Fort Oral/ge, who have served tim COwplmy 18 
It HI years, to bo Hbcmtcd frow their servitude, and 
Ret. at Hum·t.y. t·sJlccially as they have boon many 
y(mrs in tht! servielo of tho 1I0nb1e 'Vest Imlia Com­
)lany here, I\lul have been long since promised their 
!4'reooom; n\so, that they m'o burthenoo with many 
chihb-en 80 that it i!l impossiule fol' them to support 
their wives nnel children, as they have been accus­
tomed to clo, if they must continue in the Company's 
flcrvice; Tbet'efore, We the Director and Oouncil do 
rcleasll, for the term of their llaturalliv6S, the above 
uameel allli their Wives from Slavery, bcreby setting 
them free :mel at Jiberty, on the same fooling as other 
Free l,eol')O here in Nell' Netlwrlalul, wbere they shaH 
he ablo to mun their livelihooel hy AgriclIlture, on the 
lanel sllewll and Jrrantctl to tbem, on condition that 
they, tho abovcllamed Negroes, shall be bound to pay 
for the frecelom they rcc{~ive, each man for bimself 
annua))y, as long as ho lives, to the 'Vest Intlia 
COIUI,any, or its J)epnt,y bero, thh·t.y slcepels of Maizo, 
or 'Vbeat, I'ease or D('an!ol, antI ono 1!'at hog, valued 
at twenty gniltlers, which thirt,y skcpcls auel the hog 
tbey, the Nt.groos, each for himself, promises to pay 
annnally, beginning from the date hereof, on pain, 
if any onc of them shall fail tQ pay tbe yearly t1'ihl1te, 
he shaU forfeit his freedom amI return back into the 

NEW NETnERLAND. 81 
Baiel Oompany's slavOl·Y. 'VUh express cUlltliUo!) TIt.,. . 
t) t th

' 1. ')d ' I:hlld.en 10 an eIr Cui ren at l,rescnt born or yet to bo b01'n r.",,,ln __ .. , t:Uavc.._ 

shall be bound and oblig-utetl to serve the HOllbl. 

West 10011a Oompany as ~\aves; Likewise that the 
abovenamed men shan be obliged to serve the HOllbl. Tbemenlo 

• lerve,Wbea 

West Ind\a Oompany here, uy water or. on land, }.,'?':~ ... 
where their services aro required, 011 receiving fair 
wages from the Company. 

Done 25 February, 1644, in Fort Anlsterda,,, in 
NfJW Nethsrland. 

ORDINANCE 
OC the Director and Council of New Netherland for the Construction • 

of a publio IDclOllure on the Islaud of ManhattAn. PUSltd 31 March, 
1644. 

[N. Y. Col. )fS8. IV. 160.) 

WHEREAS the Indians, our enemies, daily commit PrMmbl. 

much {tamage, both to men nnd clltUe, nuel it is to 
be apprehended that nIl the, remaiuiug stock which 
will be driven out wiJI be c1estroYClI by them, aDd 
tbat the Jives of many Christians will he lost who 
daily would go opt to look tho cattle up, It is, there-
fore, decreed by the Director and Council that there 
,haH he const.rncte(l a Fence, Palisade, or Clearing Inelntloreto 

begi i f
· ' .... e.""'ecI 

nn ng rom the Great Bomvery to Emanuel's plan- ro.ibe pro_loa 

tation, and every one who owns cattle and shaH desire or .. m •. 

to have them pastured within this clearing, is warned 
to .repair thither with tools on next l\Iomlay morning, 
bemg the 4th of AJlril, at seven' o'clock, in order to 
wist in constructing tho said Fence, and in default 
thereof, he shall be delll'ive(l of the privilege of pas-
turing his cuttle' within said inc)osnre. Let el"ery 
one take notice hereof, and communicate it to his 
Delghbor. 

Thus pnblished and posted on the day aforesaid. 
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Nn; InRI( III:;TI)RICIIL ~'ANUSCRIPTS 

extendinq rr!")111 tflP Ih)U~j('l IlJtln,t ..1 ('t'~rt3in marsh and ,:·d11nq thr 
heach of tIl<' ,J1'Jrf'Solld river :;outh ... ast !iO rods: olround the 
!Joint further ·"",,;t north ... pst .. Illtle north 80 rod,:; "long 
a cert.3in m.3n'" to .1 thicket north hy W(>5t to a certain 
thicket 27 rod~: [urth('r into thp woods westward 63 rods; 
tt,rOUqll th ... woo<l£ 7<; rDds: north I.',' west 7') rods: then north 
(,dst 60 to ,J thicKet; dlonq the thicket in various courses 
tu th" pl.,,',. 01 beginning: "mounting in dll to 2] 1II0rgens, 
4H6 rOli~;t with ttle f"xpre£.~ condit Inns f'tc ••• 

Dun(> ..It fort ;Imstl'rdam In New Netherland, 2 April 1647. 

GG 208 PATENT I'll TONIS NYSEN 

We, will~~ Kieft, etC ..• have niven and granterl to Tonis 
Nysen a cert.,n plantation located on the island of Manhattan 
formerly cultl·~.lted hy Jan Celes, deceased; extending on the 
south side of the land and marsh belonging to Everhardus 
Bogardus, minister: and on the north side of Cotnelis Maer­
Ren: and further along the Negroes' pl.mtation until the marsh 
of the :d'oresaid [1"<Jardus: extenllinq in breadth along the 
strand ')\1 rods: froln the ~trand along the thicket south east 
by C;I>;t 150 rods; .. I\ong the thicket until the Negroes I land: 
extendinq east by south 45 rods; along the Negroes' planta­
tion lIpwards north north west 60 rods; downwards to the 
strand north west hy west J7 rods: along the thicket of 
Cornelis Macrsen, extending north west by north 27 rods: along 
the aforesaid thicket until the strand westerly 40 rods, with 
the express conditions etc ••. 

Done at ,'ort Amsterdam in New Netherland, 1 April 1647. 

GG 209 PATENT TO PIF:TER VAN CANPEN 

We, Willem Kieft, etc .•. have given and granted to Pieter 
van Campen ITamooerJ, Negro, a certain piece of land located 
on the i 51 an'd of ~Ianhat tan behind the land of Tosyn Briel: 
it extends north east by east and north north east 53 rods 
to the Negroes' land: north north west and north west by 
north 30 rods; further along the aforesaid Negroes' land, west 
south west 45 rods: and then to the place of beginning south 
east by south ~5 rods: amounting in all to 3 morgens, 225 
rods, with the express conditions etc ••• 

Done at fort Amsterdam in New Netherland, 8 April 1647. 

GG 16q PATENT TO ANN~ NEr.ERINNA 

We, Willem Kieft, etc •• , have given and granted to Anna 
Negerinna, the wi~ow of Andries d'Angola, a certain piece 
of land located on the island of Manhattan; its front is on 
Pieter Tamboer's land; its rear on Touchyn Briel's: it 
extends east by east 51 rods; north )0 rods; north north 
west 54 rods: north east and north east by east 41 rods: 
amounting in all to 3 morgens and 2 rods, with the express 
conditions etc ••• 

Done at Fort Amsterdam in New Netherland (no date). 
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GG 199h PATENT TO ANTONY CONGO 

We, Willem Kieft, etc, •• have given and granted to 
Antony Congo a certain piece of land located on the island 
of Manhattan: its length along the public wagon road is 200 
paces: Its breadth 335 paces, with the express conditions 
etc., . 

Done at Fort Amsterdam, 26 ~Iarch 1647, 

GG 200 PATENT TO BASTIAEN NEGRO 

We, Willem Kieft, etc ••• have given and granted to 
Bastiaen Negro a certain piece of land located (In the island 
of Manhattan: its length along the public wagon road is 200 
paces and its breadth ]00 paces, with the Express condi-
t ions etc ••• 

Done at Fort Amsterdam, 26 March 1647. 

GG 201 PATENT TO JAN NEGRO 

We, Willem Kieft, etc ••• have given and granted to Jan 
Npgro, who came with the Captain, iI certain piece oC land 
loca~ed on the isl~nd of Manhattan: its length along the 
publiC wagon road IS 200 paces and the breadth is 325 paces: 
It extends to the end of Or. Hans's house which stands on 
his plantation, with the express conditions etc ... 

Done at Fort Amsterdam in New Netherland, 26 March 1647. 

GG 202 PATENT TO PIETER LOURENSZ 

We, Wi11em Kieft, etc ••• have given and granted to Pieter 
Lourensz a certain lot located on the island of Manhattan 
opposite the lot of Hendrick Kip on the public road: its 
breadth northerly is 2 rods" 2 feet; its breadth southerly 
is one rod, 7 feet, 9 inches: its length on the west side 
is 2 rods. 4 feet, with the express conditions etc ••• 

Done at Fort Amsterdam in New Netherland, 28 March 1647. 

GG 203 PATENT TO TONIS NYSEN 

we, willem Kieft, etc, •• have given and granted to Tanis 
Nysen a certain lot located on the isl.and of Manhattan 
formerly belonging to "Tall Tryn," extending west from the 
public wagon road, south of the aforesaid Tonis Nysen north 
of Leendert Aertsen's lot and east of the Company's l~nd; 
ltS breadth on the west side is 5 rods, 8 feet; its breadth 
o~ th~ east side is 5 rods, 8 feet; its length on the south 
SIde IS 18 rods, 5~ feet; and its length on the north side is 
18 rods, 5~ feet, with the express conditions etc ••• 

Done at Fort Amsterdam, 28 March 1647. 
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Netherland, datum ut supra. 

B. v. Sllchtenhorst 

Adrlaen van Tlenh(oven), w1tness 

Jacob Jansen ~uys 

Acknowledged before me, 

Jacob Klp, Clerk 

228 

Deed from Paolo de Angola and Elarla the Creole, Negroes, to 
Symon Joosten of a lot of IRnd on the Bast slde of the 
Kolek on K~nhattan Island 

(758] Thls day, the last of March 1651,1 1n the absence 

of the Recret~ry before me, Jacob KIp, appoInted by the 

honorable dIrector ~eneral and councl1 of New Netherland, 

~p~e~red Peolo de Angola, Negro, and Elara d'Crloole, Negress, 

both of Cepte.ln Johan de Vrles, deceesed, of the first part, 

end Symon Joosten, of the seoond part, who decls.red that they 

h~d amlcably agreed together 1n regard to Symon Joosten's clalm 

agalnst sald Captaln deceased, on aooount of s1X hundred 

gullders loaned to h1m, as follows. He, Paolo d'Angola, for 

hlmself and hIs two ohlldren, and Blara Crloole, [for herself] 

as also for the ohlld of the sald Vr1es, named Jan d'Vrles, a 

mlnor, ln satlsfact10n of the aforesald cla1m shall transfer 

and convey a oertaln paroel of land s1tuated on the eest slde 

of the Kolok of the Varsohe Water,2 belonglng to them aocordlng 

to the pp.tent thereof, as In oonslderatlon of the aforesald ola1m 

t~ey hereby do transfer and oonvey the sald land wlth the 

ep~urten~nces thereof to And for the behoof of Symon Joosten and 

y-yn-the Calendar lIsted by mlstAke under date of March 6, 1651. 
2 The SRme AS Versche Water, meanIng Fresh Wate~ 
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hls sucoessors, In true, free, lawful and perpe\ual ownershlp; 

provlded, however, that if the aforesaid six hundred gul1de~8 

should in the nRme Cpptsin de Vries have been paid In the father~ 

l~n~ to Abr~ham Jansen, as attorney, ~e, Symon Joosten, shall 

be obllred to restore to the above named Paulo, Elarla. or the 

child of Jan d'Vrles a~ equally ~ood Rnd s1mller quantlty of 

land as he now recelves ln satlsfactlon of the aforesald olalm. 

In the me p nwhlle he, S. Joosten, may ageln transfer the afore6~ld 

land to Mr. Augustyn Heermans, wlth power to enter upon and 

cultlvate the same as he shall thlnk proper; they, the grantors 

aforesa1d, prom1s1ng to hold this their agreement and conveyance 

flrm, bindlng and Invlolable and to observe and fulfll the same 

under obllgation as by law provided. In testlmony whereof thls 

16 signed by the partles respectively and the witnesses, ~ 

ut supra, New Amsterdam. New Netherland. 

This Is the X mark of Paulo de Angolo, Negro, made by himself 

Thls ls the X mark of Elar1a Crloole above named, made by 

herself 

Symon Joosten 

Jeoob 

Pleter Stoutenburch wltnesses 
Jansen Huys J 

Gerret Jansen 

Acknowledged before me, 

Jaoob Klp, Clerk 
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quietness, peace and harmony of this place. Thu!! done at Fort 

Amsterdam in New Netherland, the 16th of October, Anno 1657. 

I~y order of tlw Honorable Director·Genf.'ral and Council; 

C. V. RuyveD, Secretar,. 

Corre~pondence from America. 

1657, Oct. 25th. 

Re\·s. :Mcgapolensis and Drisius to the Classie of Amsterdam. 

Brethren in Christ:-

Since our last letter, which we hope you are receiving about 

this time, we have sent in a petition, in relation to the Lutheran 

minister, Joannel' Ernestus Gutwasser. Having marked this on its 

margin, we han' Bent it to the Rev. Brethren of the Classis. We 

hope that the Classis will take care that, if possible, no other 

(minister) be sent over, as it is easier to send out an enemy than 

aftcrwarn to tbrust him out. We have the promise that the magis· 

trates here will compell him to lea\'e with the ship De Wage. It 
is said that there has been collected for him at Fort Orange a 

hundred beaver skins, which are valued here at eight hundred 

guilder!!, and which is the surest pay in this country. What has 

been collected here, (at New Amsterdam), we cannot tell. Our 

magistrates have forbidden him to preach, as he bas received no 

authority from the Directors for that purpose. Yet we hear that 

the Hon. Directors at Amsterdam gave him permission to come 

over. We have stated in a previou! letter the injurious tendency 

of this with reference to the prosperity of our church. 

Lately Wfl have been troubl('d by others. Sometime since, a 

shoemaker, lea\'ing his wife and children, came here and preached 

in conventicles. He was fined, and not being able to pay, was 

sent away. Agllin a little wbile ago there arrived here a ship with 
Quakerll. a~ tl)('~· are called. They went away to New England, 

or more particularly, to Rhode Island, (a place) of errorists and 

enthusiatlts. It is called by the English themselves the Latrina 

of X ew England. They left several behind them here, who labored 

16157 
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to create excitement and tumult among the peoplc,- particularly 

two women, the one about twenty. and the other ahout twenty 

eight. Tbe •• were quite outrag(l(lu" After beiag f)xnmiued lad 
placed in prison, they were sent away. Subsequently II young 

man at Hempstead, an English to\\'O under the go\"ernment, aged 

about t\\'enty three or twenty four years. wall arre5ted. and brought 

thence, seven (Dutch) mile!, (twent~· one English miles.) He 

had pursued a similar course and brought several under his inBu· 

encE'. The magistrate, in order to repress thE.' evil in the begin· 

ning, after he had kept him in confinement for ;;(,\,eral days. ad· 

judged that he should either pay one hundrrd ~uilllers or work 

at the wheelbarrow (KruY'va~en) two years with the negroes. 

This he obstinately refused to do, though whipped on his back. 

After two or tbree days he was whipped in printe on his bare 

back, with threats that the whipping would be repeated again after 

two or three days, if he should refuse to labor. 'C pi)lI this a letter 

was brought by an unknown messenger from a per~on unknown to 

the Director·General. The import of this, (written in E~gJish), 

was, Think, my Lord·Director, whether it be not best to send him 

to Rhode Island, as his labor is hardly worth the cost. Since the 
arrival of De Wage from the South River (the Director?) has 

again written to Joannes Ernestus Gutwasser to go away. On 

this he presented a petition, a copy of which is herewith trans· 

mitted, as also a copy (signed by) ~everal of the I.utheran denomi· 

nation. We observe that it is signed by the least respectable of 

that body, and that the most inBuential among them were un­

willing to trouble themselves with it. Some assert that he bas 

brought with him authority from the Weet India Company to act 

as minister. Whether dismission and return will take place with· 

out trouble remains to be seen. We are at this time in great want 

of English ministen. It is more than two years since Yr. Doughty, 

of Flushing which is a town here, went to Virginia, where he is 

now a preacher. He left because he was not well supported. On 

Oct. 13, Mr. Moore, of Middleburg, which is another town here, 

died of a pestilential disease, which prevailed in several of our 



Nether13nd, datum ut supra. 

B. v. Sllehtenhorst 

Adrlaen van Tlenh(oven), witness 

Jaeob Jansen ~uys 

Acknowledged before me, 

Jacob Kip, Clerk 
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Deed from Paolo de Angola and Elarla the Creole, Negroes, to 
Symon Joosten of a lot of land on the ABst slde of the 
Kolek on Menhattan Island 

(?5a) This day, the last of Maroh 1651,1 ln the absence 

of the eecrAtary before me, Jacob Kip, appointed by the 

honor~ble director ~eneral and council of New Netherland, 

~p~e~red Paolo de An~olB, Negro, and Elara d'Cr100le, Negress, 

both of Cepte.ln Johan de Vries, deceased, of the first part, 

end Symon Joosten, of the seoond part, who deol~red that they 

h~d amicably agreed together ln regard to Symon Joosten's clalm 

ag~1nst s~1d Captaln deoeased, on aocount of slx hundred 

guilders loaned to h1m, as follows. He, Paolo d'Ango1a, for 

himself and his two ohl1dren, and Elara Crloo1e, [for herself) 

as also for the ohlld of the sald Vrles, named Jan d'Vries, a 

minor, ln satlsfaotlon of the aforesald olaim shall transfer 

and convey a certeln PRroel of land Situated on the eest slde 

of the Kolck of the Varsohe water,2 belonging to them according 

to the pp.tent thereof, as ln oonsideration of the aforesald claim 

t~ey hereby do transfer and convey the sald land wlth the 

RP~urten~nces thereof to And for the behoof of Symon Joosten and 

r-rn-the Calendar listed by mistake under date of March 6, 1651. 
2 The SAme as Versche Water, meaning Fresh Wate~ 
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his suooessors, ln true, free, lawful and perpA~ual ownershiP; 

provided. however. that lf the aforesald slx hundred guilders 

should 1n the nAme Cppts1n de Vries have been paid in the father­

l .. nt~ to Abrflham Jansen, as attorney, ~e. Symon Joosten. shall 

be obUred to restore to the above named Paulo, Elarla, or the 

ch11d of Jan d'Vrles an equally ~ood And siml10r quantlty of , 
land as he now receives ln satlsfactlon of the aforesald claim. 

In the mepnwhile he, S. Joosten. may a~ain transfer the afores~ld 

land to Mr. Augustyn Heermons, wlth power to enter upon and 

cultivate the same as he shall thlnk proper; they. the grantors 

nforesald. promising to hold thIs their agreement and conveyanoe 

flrm, bindIng and invlolable and to observe and fulf11 the same 

under ob11gation as by law provlded. In testimony whereof this 

1s slgned by the partles reRpectlvely and the wltnesses, ~ 

ut supra, New Amsterdam, New Netherland. 

Th1s is the X mark of Paulo de Angolo, Negro. made by h1mself 

Thls ls the X mark of Elaria Crioole above named, made by 

herself 

Symon Joosten 

Jecob 

Pleter Stoutenburch wltnesses 

Jansen Huys j 
Gerret JI"nsen 

Aoknowledged before me, 

Jaoob K1p, Clerk 
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364 The UlJiversit~ of the Stale of NetJJ York 

marked as in the margin, containing 95 whole beavers and 12 
otters. and two beaver laPies, of which [45] beavers and 12 
olters are for account of [ ] and 50 beavers and 2 
beaver lapics belong to [you and Sr P.) Hartgras [ 

] .'.' 
[75] As to the maid/II of whom you wrote to me by the 

Gekru~ste Hart. I would have sent over her account. but I have 
not yet been able to find brother Nicolaes' letter. so that I do not 
know what goods there have been. but I shall do my best to send 
it over by the next ship. 

In answer to your favor of the 18th of April. this will serve 
to Jet you know that I as ~ell as my wife thank you very much 
for accepting the sponsorship over our Kiliaen. who. God be 
praised. is strong and well and runs around everywhere. He 
grows lustily. May the good Lord let him grow up in virtue. 
Secondly. we thank you for the christening present sent to him 
and for the two large cakes sent to us; the others I have de­
livered according to your instructions [to the friends] who have 
accepted them with thanks. 

The arrival of brother Ryckert and how he found things here 
you will have learned from his letters. We shall consult and act 
together as brothers ought to do. As to my co~ing over next 
year and settling all accounts beforehand. this can be done if 
it please Cod. but as to not coming home with empty hands. I 
see as yet not much chance of bringing home much. for one can 
not sell a hundred schepels of wheat for beavers and how the 
wheat is to be sent over next year [remains to be seen. so that] 
I do not know what will become of the trade between us. 

I bought a Negro for the colony from the honorable General 
Petrus Stuyvesant. but the said Negro had to remain a few 
weeks more in the Company's service. so that I received him only 
a fortnight ago, together with the Negress whom the said general 
urged me to buy also. although he had given her to him later, 

Iftf One or two lines destroyed. 
TIt See letter of January 5. '664. 

Corre&pondence of Jeremias "an Rensselaer 365 

after I had boulht the Nelro. She is a [good]. sound wench. 
They cost, the Negro 400 guilders. and the Negreas 350 guilders, 
in heavera, but I paid for them by means of accounts. so that 
now your 511 guilders are also paid. I shall let the scholtus 
employ the Negro when he needs him [ ] 
and shall try with the wife to start raising [ 

1 whether a ( 
. ]the[ ). 

[76] ~ to sending over the kettles of Bessels. I should not 
like that. for you know what they look like owing' to [their 
having heen used for] the raising of chickens and pigeons and 
drawing water, so that they will have to be sold for old copper. 

I would have sent you from year to year a pertinent account 
of what you have sent to me if the circumstances had not changed 
here so much. During the spring we had so much trouble with 
the Indians that we thought that everything would go to ruin, 
but afterwards. with the lurrender of the country, things went 
even wane. as you no doubt have learned before this. How 
matters stand with our colony. you wilJ see from the enclosed 
patenC" I have tried my best to get as much from the governor 
as I could. He bas already been here to urge me to enter into 
an agreement with him. but I appealed to the King or to the 
Duke of York, saying that you would agree with them and that 
our brother Nicolaes had spoken with the King about the pre-

. diction he had made to him. I do not doubt therefore that you 
will be able to make better terms there than I can make here, 
f?r Governor Richard Nicoll demanded of me an annual recogni­
tion of 200 whole beavers. hut after much arguing he left it to 
me for 50 beavers and 1000 boards. and this on condition that 
there would be no war. for otherwise he would run off with the 
whole boodle (.",ilJe It~ mel Itet heele sootie Joorgaen). There­
fore I was advised by one of the four com [missioners]. Colonel 

75: ~erha~ "The Con6~a!:on of Mr. Jeremi .. Renzluers AuthorilJ 
& pnVllelel III RenzluerlWlclt. October 18. 1664. in General Entrie •• 
16~O-6S. p. S~ (N. Y. State Library Bulletin. Hiltory No.2. p. 119). 
Thll confirmatiOD, however. does not mention any annual recopitiOll. 
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sale of three negroes and a negress of Cornelis Martensen 
Potter 

144~' CilllIlilillllS lin whid1 Cornelis :\Iartensen Potter 
\lrop,,~c,.; tu ~ell al \I\1\'lic ,ale to the highe,;t bidder three 
neg-rlll'S an" 111\(' l1e~ress. wh" shall he sold separately, except­
illg I he nq.:re~:,. who shall he sohl with a negro. 

Dt:livef\ IIi the ,:IIl1l' shall he 1l1:\(le at nnce. 
Pa\,me1;t !-'hall he made in goot!. whole. n1l'rchantahle beavers on 
"1';lI,by l1Iontill~ next. hem!! the qtlt of this nWI\.h, or today, 

ii it c:tn be done. 
The bU\'cr ~ha\l be holden to furnish at once two sufficielll sure­

ties, jointly and 5{'\"crally hallIe as I'r:ncipals, to the slt:sfactio:l 

of the seller. 
Ii the bll\'cr can not f lIrni~h sufficient sureties i.1 said time. then 

the aforesaid l1egroe~ shall be utTered for sale again at his expens ~ 
and charge and whate\'er less they shall hring. he shall be holden 
to make good. alHI whatever more they bring shall not inure to his 

henefit. . 
1443' The auct iOIl i el'S shall be charged to the buyer. 
()n the a f lire said conditions. by lowerin~ bid (bij af slach). Abra­

h"l11 Stact~ was the last bidder for one of the three negroes, named 
.\lI~l1~IYl1l1';. for the sum of three hundred and fift), guilders. 

Corr~ponJence 01 Jeremias van Rensselaer 167 

TO JAN BAPTIST VAN RENSSELAER 

l ]-
which T euni. J acOOsz failed to [ ] 
so that together with the 50 beavers [for the Negro?] the ac­
counts are completely settled. You write me .. 1 to send over the 
Negro Andries, but the friends have advised me against this. 
saying that it would be nothing but foolishness to try to have him 
serve you in a free country. as he would be too proud to do that. 
I have noticed that in his manner. It is bad enough here to get 
him to do anything for anybody if I have not expressly ordered 
him to do so, so that at times I have to punish him for it. More­
over, to tell the truth, I could not spare him very well, for I sent 
away Theunis three months after your departure. as I noticed 
things in him that did not suit me very well. so that for about two 
months I was obliged to get aJong with the Negro and a boy. who 
was not much cleverer. Then I hired your fonner servant, Hen­
drick Ruer, again for a month or two. Therefore. instead of 
sending you the Negro Andries, I am sending you the sum of 50 
beavers in payment of him, which I think is much more profitable 
to you than if I sent him to you, for you would get no service 
from him. I have not had him appraised or valued, but send you 
these 50 beavers upon my own appraisal and I think that he is not 
worth much more, for that sort of Negroes is too treacherous. al­
though he is among the best. If you think that is not enough, . 
you might write me about it some time and if it were a matter of 
three or four beavers I should be glad to send them next year. 
But if he were appraised here, I do not think that he would have 
been rated so high, for Negroes who had been 12 or 13 years in 
the West Indies and who for a year or two had always lived here 
with Dutch people have been sold here at public sale for 300 or 
350 guilders. and they were of a better sort of Negroes, so that 
I do not doubt but you wiJI be satisfied with such good payment. 

'N The 6r.t part of the letter is destroyed . 
• tl See letter of April 25. 1659. 
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Tuesday, the 17'~ January 1662. In the City Hall. Present the 
Heeren Pieter Tonneman, Paulus Leenderzen van der Grift, Allard An­
thony, Tymotheus Gabry, Pieter Wolferzen van Cou .... -enhoven, Jan Vigne. 

Schout Pieter Tonneman, pIt£. vis Andries }oghimzen, deft. Defts. 

2~ default. PItf. demands of deft. eighteen guilders fine, for that deft. 
on Sunday, during preaching has tapped to three negroes; and further 

that the deft. shall be condemned not to tap any more for a year and six 
weeks; all with costs. The W; Court order the deft. to deposit the money 
with the Secretary of this City, and the deft. "'as provisionally ordered 

not to tap. 

Tuesday, 24 January 1662. In the City Hall. Present the Heeren 
Pieter Tonneman, Paulus Leenderzen van der Grift, Allard Anthony, 
Tymotheus Gabry, Pieter Wolferzen van Couwenhoven, loannes van 
Brugh, lan Vigne. 

Schout Pieter Tonneman, pltf. vIs Andries }oghimsen, deft. Pltf. 
conc1udes in .... ·riting, that deft. shall be condemned in a fine of eighteen 
~uiJders for that he has tapped for three negroes on Sunday during 
preaching, according to declaration thereof produced, and be moreover 

·suspended from trading for the term of one year and six weeks, with costa. 
Deft. requests by petition time until the next Court day to prove the con­
trary, depositing according to order of the last Court day, the eighteen 
guilders. Pit!. requests definitive judgment. The W; Court order the 
Officer to produce further proof, and that deft. shall summon his wit­
nesses by the next Court day. 

Andris Joghimzen, pit!. vis Pieter J~lle, Frerick Flipzen and Reinier 
Pieterzen van Bolsaart, defts. Frerick Flipzen absent. Reinier Pieter­

sen was asked, if he had drank on Sunday, during preaching at Andris 
Joghimsen's? Answers, No; offering to confirm the same on oath, and 
to declare (belore being asked), that he had seen no negroes when he 
came to Andries }oghemsen's, but that they came afterwards, and that 
they came after the 2".d preaching. Burgomasters and Schepens postpone 

the matter to the next Court day, when it was decide.d, that the negroes 
of Comelis Steenwyck, Govert Loockermans and Tomas Hall be sum­

moned. 

The Officer Pieter Tonneman producing his papers exhibited in the 
suit agunst Andrfes Joghimsen, requests, that Andries Joghimsen shall be 
ordered to produce by next Court day the papers in his defence, on pain 
of deprivation of right. Burgomasters and Schepens order Andries 
Joghimsen to produce by the next Court day, on pain of deprival of his 
right, the papers and documents relative to his defence in the action, 
which the Officer has against him. 



Schout Pieter Tonneman, pltl. v /s the negroes of Comelis Steenwyck, 
Covert Loockennans, and Tomas Hall. Defts. entering with Resolveert 
Waldron as interpreter, were, one by one, asked, if they had not drank 
one Sunday during the preaching, at Andries Joghemsen's house 7 
Mattheu, the negro of Steenv,'yck, answers; drank brandy there in the 
afternoon during preaching. Swan, the negro of Sieur Govert Loocker­
mans, answers and declares, that he was playing near M! Hans' and that 
Frans, Thomas Hall's negro, drew him av,'ay from there and that they 
went together to Andries Joghemsen's, being in the afternoon ~s the 
preaching was nearly over, and that the preaching came out, whilst he 
was there; had not drank the second half quartem of brand}'. Frans, 
Thomas Hall's negro, says, he went to Andries Joghemsen's in the after-
noon, when the preaching was out. They declare, the three. together, 
that they were there but once that day. The W: Court postpone the 

case until the next Court day. 

Schout Pieter Tonneman, pltl. vis Andries Joghimsen, deft. Pltf. 
requl:sts definitive judgment on the monies d::,[,osited by the deft. regard­
ing the irregular tapping on the Sabba:h to negroes and heard the 28. 

Feb. last. Deft. denies having tap~;ed on a Sunday during preaching. 
Is asked if hI! ""ill swear, that he gave no drink, either directly or in­
directly, himself or by his wife, at the time when ~teeDY .. yck·s negro 
played the Jews harp at Govert Loockerman'$? Answers, Yes; and 
confirmed the same on oath at the hands of the President. Therefore 
Burgomasters and Schepens excuse him {rom the fine fixed therein and 
dismiss the Officer'S demand .and adopted conclusion herein. 
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Before me, Salomon tachaire, Notary Public, admitted etc., 
and before the underwritten witnesses appeared Manuel Pieters 
and Pieter Tamboer, both of competent age, free Negroes, known 
to me the Notary, and on the requisition of Domingo Angola, also 
a free Negro, but to no man's wrong or prejudice, but in favor 
of justice, hath testified, attested and declared that it is 
true and truthful that more than a year ago, with the consent 
of Isaac de Foreest the farmer (of the excise], th~ requirant 
presented a half barrel of beer and some eatables at the house 
of Cors Jansen, on a Saturday evening, to the deponents and 
several other Negroes and Negresses, and that on Sunday mornin9, 
they the deponents having remained overnight with the requirant, 
both asked Cors Jansen if they owed anythin9, who answered 
thereupon, NO not at all, for you have not drunk my drink nor 
eaten my food and the place I have made you a present of, but 
if you will do me a friendship and deliver me a hundred sticks 
of firewood, I shall pay you for them. They the deponents con­
cluding herewith their deposition being ready to confirm the 
same on oath when necessary and required. Done without fraud 
at Amsterdam in New Netherland in the presence of Lambert Barents 
and Cornelis Dirx, witnesses hereunto invited on the 14 day of 
January 1662. 

The mark of ~ 
Lambert Barents ~ 

Camelis Dircksen 

The mark of 

The mark of 

M, 
1(. I 

In my presence 

Manuel Pieters 

Pieter Tamboer 

Salomon tachaire, Not. Pub. 

( 
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justify 1t to hls princlpals; if not, he appeals to hls competent 

judges accord1ng to the charter party and the btlls of lading, 

without evaslon, come what Will. New Amsterdam, the 10th of 

February AO• 1649. 

Thieleman Willekens 

I affirm thRt thls WaS done on the date above wr1tten. 

Arnoldus van Hardenberch 

Manumlssion of Manuel the Spanlard by Phll1p Jansz Blngo 

(JOb] Before me, Cornells van Tlenhoven, ~ecret~ry of New 

~etherland, ~ppe~red Phll1p Jansz Rlngo, who declared that of 

hls own free wlll he rele1sed and llber~ted from servltude and 

slavery, as he hereby does [release and 11 ber e, te J, Manuel the 

3pan19rd, promising that he shall nevermore molest hlm on account 

thereof, provided thut the above n'~med :~anuel promlses to pay 

the aforesaid Phl11p Jansen or his helrs for sald freedom the 

sum of three hundred Carolus gul1ders wlthin the term of three 

consecutlve ye~rs, one hundred gul1ders on the 15th of February 

of each year during the three years and no longer, ln se~wan, 

~raln or such pay as ls current here and can be ralsed by hlm, 

~anuel. For the fulfllment of thls contract he, Manuel, blnds 

hls person and, ln case he fall 1n the payment, Phll1p Jansz shall 

h~ve power to reclalm and command hlm as bond-slave, as lf thls 

hnd never bean executed. Put ln case of payment as above mentioned, 

Phillp Jensz shall, as he hereby does, rellnquish all rlght of 

ownerShip. In testimony whereof thls ls slgned thls 17th of 

Febru1ry AO. 1649. ln New Amsterdam, New Netherland. 



We iofo'A you io our lalt letter. DOW alain lacloled, that we had eDtered h ..... contract 
here with,8ymen Gild., commanding the Ihip OitUma, to take fa 8 good cargo of 81ayel at 
Loango, on the coalt of Africa, and to fetch them. by way of Cura~ao. to New Netherland; 
allo. that thi. city waa a partner for one-fourth thereof; .. caD be more fully leea by tb. 
copie. which we have directed to be lent you herewith for your information. And .. tbel. 
Slave. are lent .olely to be employed in agriculture, which il the only meanl whereby thi. 
State can be rendered ftourilhing. we expect and require mo.t upre •• ly that the aforelaid 
Siavel must be .old there to our iohabitantl 00 upre •• condition that they Ihall not be taken 
beyond our diltrict. but kept .pecially there and be employed in hUlbandry •• 0 that the great 
expen.e we are incurring herein may not be in vain, but tbe fruitl we promi.e ol1r.el,," 
therefrom be abundantly reaped. That .hip may arrive next June or July with about 300 
Slave •• according Lo our calculation. A. your Honors will pOSSibly be bravely allieted by 
thi. lupply, you will, therefore, be careful that the third part at lea.t of the proceedl of tbe 
Compaoy'l Siavel Ihall be .ent hither in Beavera, in order to be able. on, the arrival or .aid 
Ihip. to pli' the freight or the greater part thereor, according to contract. Otherwiee, we 
shall 10le all desire to cootinu. lupplying Siavel. Your Honorl are. then, to pay particu) .. r 
attention to &hil matter. • • • ., 

Herewith, 
, Honorable. Prudent, Worthy, Dear, Faithful~ 

Sball we commend you to God'. protection. and remain 
Your good friends, 

Tbe Directofl of the Welt India Company, Chamber at Amsterdam. 

(Signed). ABK. WILMBRDONX, 

Amlterdam, thil 20" January. 1664. DlacK. SPIBOSL. 

I Equal \0 111.10. - ED. 

BREUCKELEN CHURCH RECORDS 

Translation 

As for the Holy Baptism, we were sometimes asked by the negroes 
to baptize their children, but we refused, partly because of their 
lack of knowledge and faith, and partly because of the material and 
wrong aim on the part of the afore-mentioned negroes who sought 
nothing else by it than the freeing of their children from material 
slavery, without pursuing piety and Christian virtues. Nevertheless, 
(we) have taken great trouble to the best of our ability, which was 
proper, through private and public catechizing, which bore little 
fruit among the old people, who do not understand, but gave more 
hope with regard to the young, who have improved reasonably well. 
And not admitting them to the Holy Baptism for the aforesaid reasons, 
is also the custom among our afor~Aaid colleagues. 

And herewith, Very Reverend, Godly, and Learned Brethren in 
Christ Jesus, be commended to the same God so that you will perfect 
the saints and edify the body of Jesus Christ. Farewell. Done in 
Breuckelen in New Netherland, June 9, 1664. 

Your Reverences I 

most obedient brother in Christ Jesus, 

Henricul Selijnl. 94 
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Lesson 5 

Objectives 

1. Students will be able to use some 
of the information found in the 
previous lessons for creating a 
fiCtional character, with 
elements of possible truth. 

2. Students will be able to 
experience history as a part of 
life in the seventeenth century. 

Activities 

t. Explain to the students the difference between 
oral and written history. Much of the history of 
the slaves has been passed on orally, an older 
person telling a younger one. 

2. Have students prepare, based on the infonnation 
gathered from the documents, a life story of 

a. an old female slave who still remembers 
where and how she lived in Africa; 

b. a freed male slave, who still remembers 
his life in Africa and the way he was 
brought over to the New World. The 'story 
should contain at least five elements found 
in the documents. 

3. Have students present their stories in class. While 
listening, the class wi1llist the elements they 
recognize from the documents. Discuss this later. 

Resources 

t. Documents previously 
used in this unit. 

2. Additional material to 
read could be The 
Dutch and the Slave 
Trade by Postma 

UNIT II: MANY NATIONALITIES 

96 




