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Introduction Unit III: Different Religions. 

The reHgious tolerance foreigners found in the Dutch Republic was not reflected in New Netherland. Certainly 
during the rule of Director-General Petrus Stuyvesant, people with convictions other than those of the Calvinist church (or 
Dutch Refonned Church) faced problems. Public services, other than Dutch Refonned, were not allowed and offenders of 
this law were fined or imprisoned. The documents selected for this unit are meant to illustrate this situation. They also 
reveal that despite the privileged position of the Dutch Refonned church, other religions and sects existed and tried to be 
accepted and recognized. 

In order to make students aware of the personal struggle and experience this could bring along, parts of the journal 
of John Bowne, a Quaker, can be analyzed. These documents were also chosen, because they are some of the few New 
Netherland documents written in English. In need only of transcription and not of translation, they bring students somewhat 
closer to the process of dealing with original documents. Matters such as spelling differences between the ] 7th and 20th 
centuries (not only in English, but also in Dutch) can be discussed. By analyzing the journal and the letters regarding John 
Bowne's case, students will realize how important a role religion played in a seventeenth-century society. Additional 
reading materials and lesson possibilities are listed under resources. 
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Unit Objectives 
I. Students will be aware of the role of religion in New Netherland. 
2. Students will be aware of the diversity of religions in New Netherland. 
3. Students will realize that a translation is an interpretation of a primary source. 

Lesson 1: (may take two periods) 

Ohjectives 

I. Students will be 
aware of the 
position and status 
of the Dutch 
Reformed Church 
in New Netherland. 

2. Students will realize 
the importance of 
religion in the lives 
of 17th-century 
people. 

3. Students will be 
aware that 
translated primary 
sources are 
subjective; they are 
a translator's 
i nterpretati on. 

I. 

2. 

3. 

Activities 

Discuss with students the role of religion in today's 
society. When changing the subject to the 17th century, 
explain Calvinism and Dutch Reformed. 

Have students read two documents indicating that the Dutch 
Reformed Church is the only accepted church in NN. 

Have students complete assignments on the documents: 

A. The ordinance on p. 100: 

a. What are conventicles? 
b. After reading the next page (p. 101), tell in your 

own words what this ordinance means. Was it 
applied? Explain. 

B. The petition of Megapolensis and Drisius, p. 102. 

a. Megapolensis and Drisius were both ministers. In 
which church? 

b. What is their request? 
c. What was the reason for their request? 

Resources 

I. Ecclesiastical Records: 
386-88, 432-4. 

2. Laws and Ordinances, 
211-) 2. 

3. Fort OranKe COli rt 
Minutes: 216, 220. 

4. Oppenheim, Samuel. The 
Early History (~l tile Jews 
in New York, /654-1664 
(New York, 1909): 20. 

5. Dictionary. 
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Lesson 1 Continued 

Objectives Activities 

c. What was the reason for their request? 
d. Are there other religious groups in New Netherland? How do 

you know that? 
e. What do you think of the request of the two ministers? 

4. Have students read p. and complete assignments: 

A. Which religious groups are, according to this fragment, 
represented in New Netherland? 

B. The translator wants to make his point clear by showing the 
original in a footnote. Doing that, he shows, however, that a 
mistake has been made in the translation. Looking at footnote 
21, you can see that the original reads: "Lutheriaensche 
Papisten", which means "Lutheran papists". 
1. What are Papists? 
2. What is the difference between this and the translation? 
3. What is the danger of a translation like the one offered in 

this document-fragment? 
D. After reading the letter by Megapolensis and Drisius, p. 

and, discuss if there are Catholics in New Netherland. 
Explain. Which other religions are, according to 
Megapolensis and Drisius, in New Netherland? 

Resources 
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ORDINANCE 
or the Director aDd Council of New Net.herland against ConTeDt(clea. 

Pautd 1 Febr~ry, 1056. 

IN. Y. Col M88. VI. 181: XVL"1 

WHERBAS the Director and Conncil of New Nether-~ 
lalltl am cretlibly informed and apprized that here 
and tbcr~ within tbis Proviuce not only are Conven-
ticles and Meetings beld, but also tbat some unqual-
ifte<l persons in sl1cb Meetings assume the ministerial 
office, tbe expounding and explanation of the Holy 
word of God, witbout being called or appointed 
thercto by ccciesiu.~tical or civil authority, which is 
in tlircct contnwentioll nnd opposition to tho general 
Civil and Ecclesiastical. order of our Fatherland,' 
besides that, many dangerous Heresies and Schisms 
are to bo apprebended from sucb manner of meetings. 
Thcrefore, the Director General and Oouncil aforesaid 1Ie1l.t_ 

° lledln .. 
hereby ubsoilltely amI expressly forbid all such Oon- ~~=!!, .. 
venticlcs and Meetings, wbether public or private, ~:~~lIIeot 

Churr.b, 
dUfl!ring fa'om the customary, and not only lawful but problblWd. 

scripturally foundcd and ordained Meetings of tho 
Reforml!d Dh'ine Service, as this is observed and 
enrorced, according to the Synod of Dortrecltt, in this 
Country, in our Fatherland and other Reformed 
Ohurches in Eurolle, under the penalty of One hun- ~~t':,~~!:'.eot 

drod pounds 'Flemish to bo forfeited by all tbose who, rnf~Hoo 

I °th polIDds. being unqualified, take upon tberuse ves, el er on 
Sundays or otber days, any office wbether of Preacher.· 

212 LAWS OF 

P ... "". 
a.,:,huI Ilif at 
Alleh ~eft. 

~n&!'~1'2~ 

Uender or Singer, in sucb :Meetings dift'erin:,: fmlll 
tbe cl1stolllary and legal Assemblies, nnd ~,; liko 
pOllnds to be forfeited by everyone, whethel' .!\Ian or 

Law no\ to 
Woman, married or unmarried, who is found ill sneh 
Meetings. 'rho Director General and OOlmcil do not, 
howevCl', hereby intend auy constraint of conscience 
in violation of previollsly granted Patents, nor to 
prohibit tbe reading ot' God's Holy Word, Fumily 
l)rayers and Worship, each ill Lis bousehold, uut 
all IUJblic aod private Oonventicles aOlI Meetings, 
whether in public or private houses, ditlcring from 
the repeatedly mentioned customary and ordained 
Reformed Ueligion. 

'r~:.!l;'~of 
R<>IIRlon 
alr ... rly 
IIr~I"1!d In 
cbarttrl, 

Or 10 
PrIVAte 
f"mlly 
wunbJp, 

La'lUotJe 
published 
tbrough. 
out the 
Province. 

In order that tbis may henceforward be the better 
observed and obeyed, and that no one pretend igno
rance thereof, tbe Director General anJ OOllncil 
command their Fiscal and the Inferior Magistrates 
and Sberifts to publish and cause to be Illlblis1.Jed 
these presents everywhere within this Province and 
to cause them to ,be executed against the Oontra,-c
ners, the more especially as we find such to pertni~ 
to the honor of God, the advancement of the Re
formed Religion and the general peace, harmony and 
wellbeing of the country. , 

Thus done, resolved, resumed and enacted in Fort 
,A" ... tertialll in New Netherland this First of Febrnary, 
Ao 1656. 

NOTE.-1'he preceding Law w .. aimed agaInst the Independents 
of Middelburg (uow Newtown) L. 1" aDd the LutherBDII ot New 
AfMtwdam. 

On the 15 Jan" 1656, Uae Rev. M~. MegllpokMU &lid Dr-UiUII, 
MlnI8tenI or Net/} Am.tterlllJ", oompkined to- tbe Director &lid Counell 
that, Dee the departnre ot the Rev. Mr, Moore from Middelburl1A. 
~me of Ihe IllhabltaDts ot that towniuld, though entirely uuquaiUled. 
presumed to hold Conventicles or Religious Meetln81l &lid to ~ 
In Ualllle .. MiDJItelI of the GOIpel, whenoe nothing elae could be 
expected &ban qvarrell, «IfttuIlon &lid dlaoMer both hi <1hwilb &lid· 
State In that. place, and a bad eXample to otber part. 01 the ProvInce. 
!hey, therefore, requllllted that 80me provi!lion be made IICIllnlt IUeb 

unlioenaed prooeedtngs. The anbJect was renewed on the 181.11 of' the 

too 



216 NI'W NETIIEIII.ANI) I)OClIt.tENTS 

lie demands paymellt of the sum of /35:4:- for expenses as above. 
'Ille defendant admits the debt and agrees to pay within the time of 

two months. 
'Ille cnurt passes judgment for the plaintiff, plus expenses, and allows 

six weeks' delay. 

Itlcm plaintiff. against Willem I lofmeyer, defendant. Demandsjudgment 
for f20: 16. by balance of accounts, on account of expenses as above. 

'l\c defendant claims that he settled with ~ry Goossens and there
fore docs not owe as much. He agrees to prove it. 

Idem plaintiff. against Poulus Maertens, defendant and attached debtor.· 
Default. 
The officer demands a fine of sixty guilders for violation of the 

attachment. 'Ille magistrates take the mailer under advisement. 

Idem plaintiff. against Abram Pietersz Vosburch, defendant. 
Default. 

12451 Frans Barentsz Pastoor, plaintiff, against the same defendant. 
Default. 

Johan de Deckere, nomine officy plaintiff, against Tierck Claesen, 
defendant. 

lie demands that the defendant be fined sixty guilders for having 
fought last Sunday wilh Willem Tellier, and also for having killed a goat 
belonging to Sander Leendertsz. 

The count having heard the defendant's confession, condemns him 
to pay a fine of two and a half beavers, plus expenses. 

Idem plaintiff. against the same defendant, for having been found last 
Sunday in the company of the Lutherans, performing divine service, 
contrary to the ordinance issued against it. t Demands therefore that he 
be fined f6. plus expenses. 

The court, having heard the confession of the defendant, condemns 
him to pay the fine demanded.f 

Idem plaintiff. against Hendrick Jochemsz, defendant. 
lie demands that the defendant be fined six guilders, plus expenses. 

• xrtJrrt.uurdt: a pcr.wln under allachmenl for debt owed (WfI{f. 2:696) 

t SceW.2tl. * One hundred JlOUnds Aemish; see onlinanc:e cited in pevloUi nocc. 
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Whereas the defendant, or person in detention, acknowledges that he 
wrote and made a lampoon, which being read is found to be slanderous 
and defamatory, the plaintiff persists in his conclusion or else demands 
that the defendant be condemned to pay a pecuniary fine, plus expenses. 

The magistrates condemn the defendant to pay a fine or penalty of 20 
guilders and in addition 6 guilders for jailer's fee and other expenses. 

Idem plaintiff, having attached certain house rent and a house standing 
here in the fort, belonging to Aelbert de Noorman. As a defense the 
defendant claims lack of jurisdiction. • 

lie concludes that the attachment, as being duly and lawfully made, 
shall hold good until the termination of the case. Furthermore, that the 
defendant shall be condemned to pay first a sum of fifteen times six 
guilders and in addition a sum of twenty-five guilders, all because the 
defendant on Sunday a week ago together with fifteen other persons, was 
found holding separate divine service at the house of Willem Juriaensz, 
contrary to the ordinance passed against it. 

Default with decree granting the attachment. 

12501 Tomas Chambers, plaintiff, against Jacob Jansz Stol, defendant, to 
make oath as requested. 

The defendant, having taken the requested oath, declares that he and 
Johanna de Hulter, in regard to the expense of having their grain thrashed 
at the Esopus, had agreed with the aforesaid Chambers on the following 
conditions, namely, that as soon as each of the three received his or her 
grain, or the same was thrashed, each party was to pay his own expenses, 
but that nothing was said or agreed upon as to each of them bearing, share 
and share alike, the total expense of thrashing the grain, except that it 
was agreed upon that the cost of shipping would be bome and paid by 
each in proportion to the quantity of grain. So help him God. 

Interrogatories upon which, at the request of 
Johan de Deckere, commissary and officer 
here, is to be heard and examined Lambert van 
Valckenburch, sergeant of the burgher com
pany, being summoned by the court to give 
testimony to t~ truth. 

• The defendant refers to himsetf IS III ONrltd/aechd/e, which indicates that he is not 
subject to this court's jurisdiction. Alben Andriesscn de NoomtIJ/I WIS a IlUbjcct of the 
patroonlihip of Rcnsselaerawijck and the juriSdiction of ill COUIt. 

http:apcr.lOn


PETlTlO:"l IIF TilE Ht:Ys. )1t:'i,\J'OJ ••• :-;"IS '&)';1' DI£ISIU8 TO THE B~ 

(i"~IAI;T~ 111;, .;T('., A.i.\I!\iST TOU;II.\TINO TilE LUTUE&4!fI. 

JUly 6, 1657. 

T" tI,(1 11011. H\lr~nlllastcrb alld ~..Iu'p(,118 of the city of Am
HI:ru8111, ~l'W ;\t'lher]alld:-

Tho lIulli~ttr.; of tllili cit~·, with nil due respect, desire to .end 

in this, tllt'ir rl'lIInllstraD<'C, They have understood that there 

has arri\'fod l.y tllo ship" HI' )1 .. 11'1\ ", a Lutb('ran tniniater; that 

. Ill' (l"si/!lIs sl'I !lillI!, ill Ids "tlki .. 1 I!npncity; in this ~portant place; 

that it. is C\'iU('llth' thcir intl'lItion, if they obtain a foothold 

ill this ,.Iuc(', 10 I'\I"IH) th('III"('!vcs. which they may then do 

thr 1II,.r!' ('(lsi!.", tn "Ihl'r (,arls of this province. In o\lr opinion 

rids 1I111~t "",'raIl' illjlll'i"l\sl~' to the policy of the government, 

Il~ \\"(·11 ;1< IIf tllf' Hl'f .. rllH'd 1:('li,.,';on, unless it be 8uoocsafully 

ol'\'''''(,c\ Ilt I III' !.q,-inning. For 1857 

1. Tho 1.111 lal'rlUIS IIl1d th('ir alllll'l't'nts have been forbidden 

heretofore, to 1t"ld their separute com'enticles, altho' they have 

rcpeatl·dly solieitt·t1 this privilt·gt! of the HUll. Directors in vain. 

They neH:rtlwll'ss ul.stinately and perseveringly peraiat in prose

<'111.iog tlt(,ir "I.jl,\·t uglliust the known and declared will of the 

,~CI\'crIlIlH'llt 01 this pllll~e, 1£ tlll',Y should guin this object, they 

\\'CluIJ !lnul,114'8s attempt to proceed furtber. 

:!. \r,. feel !llIre thllt great contention and dil!cord will develope 

11t,·rt·frvlll, not olily IUI\(ln~ the inhabitants and citizens in gen

··ral. 1mt alst) ill families. of which we have bad proof. and com
,Iaints during the past year. For example, lOme husbands have 

1'"rr(,J tlwir win's to It'a\'e tll4,ir own church, and attend their 

. " 11 \'('11 Ii, ·II'~. 

::, Lar!!" 1IIIIllt.l!rS .. I' 1.11 1 11I'1'1I 118 hllve I.('en found in the East 

11,lie~, alld alsI), fOI'lIlI'I'I,", ill Jhl1zil, hut we do not know that 
iI<' I"r\'/i .. I'xer·.·i~(, ot' their religion was ever allowed them; 

;"uhth'~s l,p('all~I' slrifl' ill rl'ligiou!l mat.ters would produce con

II.;jOIl ill polil it'll) atfllirs, 

4. ThuB, also, the nnmber of hearen in OllT (Refonned) church 

WQulJ be perceptibly diminished. Many of that persulISioll have 

continued attentive hearers among us, ano several have united 

themselves with our church. These would separate themselves 

from us, if separate w'Or~hip, according to the Lutheran form, 

should be allowed. 

;,. The treasury of Our deacons, (the poor fund) would be con. 

siderably diminished, and become unable to sustain the burdens 

it has hitherto borne. It is known to your H()n. Body that there 

is Ill) other means provided for the support of the poor, save what 

is co\lf'cted ill the church. This is given to widows, orphans, 

and to all who make suitable application whatever may be their 

rf'ligions persua.sion. This could not he done under any other 

arran~f'ment. 

6. I f the Lutherans should be indulged in the exercise of th('ir 

(puhlid \\'orship, the Papist. Mennonites and others, would soon 

180'7 make similar claims. Thus we would soon become a Babel of 

confusion, instead of remaining a uliited and peaceful people.; 

Indeed it would prove a plan of Satan to smother thia infant" 
rising congregation, almost in ita birth, or at leut to obstruct· 

the ma~h of truth in ita progre8l. :' 

We therefore request your Hon. Body eameetly to consider: 

the measure referred to, u injurious to the political u well u to 

the religious interests of this place; and, fo~owing in the foo,", 
steps of your predecessors in authority in this city, u well II' 

in the Province at large, win take measures to arrest the evil 

ready to creep in, and prevent it according to your best ability. 

So doing, etc. Your Honors' Obedient 

John Mcgapolensis . 
Ju]y 6, (12) 1657. . Samuel Drisius. 
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CorrC!!llvudenco from America. 

1658, Sept. 24th. 

Htl\,lI .• 1. :\1"glll",l'~IIt1i)\ IIIHI So JlriHius In the Claeeia of A.materd.~ 

(.\}."ll'llO'l "I', ill Acl ... "f i)(!pulictl, Jan, 13, 1659. xx. 391.) 

Ht·\·(·n·ud. l'i"lIf4 IIl1d L"ufII('(1 I,'uthers and Brethren in Christ:-

Y"ur \'-111'1' vf Mil,)' ~\ilh 11181, (1658,) came eafely to hand. 

Wo ol'.-I·rv.· Jllllr ,liliW~lIc\l I" promote the intere8ts of the chutch. 
of ,r('~lIl! (,hrillt ill Ihis Jlrovim'o, thut confuaion may be prevented, 

1111.1 I Jaal Ihe ,I.·li/-!hl ("I IIUrIIH'IIY whicb laos hit.herto exi8ted Kmong 
. \Ill 11('rl', IJllIy (~ollliIlUt·. At the HalliO tillle we rejoice that the HoD. 

Direct"r,. 11:1\'0 ('olilmitlt'tI this lIIotter to you, and we hope that 
God w ill til rt'llgl hl'll Y(l1I i II your laudable effort8. Lut year we 
pla(·I·tI IlI'f •. I'\' )''''' p"rli(!lIll1r1y the circum8tance8 of the churchee 
bOlh ill 11..· Dult'\1 ItIHI EII~Ii~h towne. And ae this lubject bas 
b('1'1I ,,1110'/·,1 hy .',,111' H,·v. Ilfllly ladora the lIon. Directore, we hope 

tll111. 11 .. ·ir ]I"II"r!! will lak" illl/l carnest consideration the sad)y 
d('stilllll' rirClIIIIstunce9 (If the English townl. Theae, by reason 

of 1110 remoral or df'tlth of their preachere, continually appeal with 

incrl'a~jng f'urncstrH'SS fur jnstant provision; fOf! we learn that one 

of 1110 l':IIg'li~1t town8, tlmlUgh )I\I'k of a Preabyterian minister, 

433 

II already engaged in seeking an Independent from (New) Eng
Jud" The raving Quakerll have not settled down, but continue 
to dieturb the people of the province by their wlmd('rings and 
wwi.. For although our government ha! ill8\loo oruers agaiust 
theN fanatics, nevertheless they do not fail to pour forth their 
,aom. There is but one place in New England whero they are 

;tol~.ted, and that is Rhode Island, which is the caeca latrina of 

New England. Thence they swarm to and fro !!owing their taree. 
The matter of the' Lutherans remains still in a vory smoky 

eondition. Last year the Lutheran pastor, (John Gaetwater). was 

. ~ted to return by the ships to Holland. Instead of thie he 

~1I'eDt out of the city and concealed himeelf with a Lutheran farmer 
during the whole winter, where they supported him at the rate of 

. aix guilders ($2.40) per week. On the 4th of August last, when 
we celebrated the Lord's Supper, they made a collection among 
themaelves for him. The Fieeal wal again directed to arrcst him, 

and oompeU him to leave by one of the earlie8t sbips. In the 
meantime the Lutherans came and reprcaentcd to tho Director

General that their preacher was sick at the farmer's, and besought 
the privilege of bringing him within tbe place for treatment. 

Thia wal granted them. The Fiscal was at the same time empow

ered to watch over him, and when well again, to lend him to Hol

_d. Whether, on his recovery, he wiJI return or c~Dceal himself 

apiD, time mU8t sbow. We fear it is a .tratllgem to hold the 

.. tter in suspense, and gain more time. We suspect this the 
80ft, as they have laid that they will make U8 appear in an un
ia90rable light before the lIon. Directorlt of the West India Com

JIIll1. 4-~ to the great precision we employ in the administration 
01. Baptism, tIle accompanying documente will furnish tho proper 
proofe to your Rev. body. (Src those of May 28, Aug. 19 and 
Aug. 23, 1658.) 

It appeare to UI that it would be very advantageous to tbe Dutch 
tlaureh, to send over good Dutch ministers who might be tempora

rDrpJ&ced in the 8maller Dutch towns, and aft4'rward on the df'nth 

28 
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or rlisahility of otlier Dutch ministers, to he transferred to the 
more populo\lfl town II. And such transfers woulrl very soon be 
reqnire,J, as Domine Schaats is a man in feeble health; Domine 

Polhemius is alrendy ~ixty years old, Rnd both of us have entered 

in our fifty sevcnth year. There is much need of two more learned 
and godly ministers tn this provinc<', os the J csuits in Canada 

or Nova Francin are !IN'king to force an entrance nmong WI, and 
introJuC'O their ido\atri('R and !\llp{'rstitions. For when the French 

mRlin pence with our InoianR, the :Mohawks, several .Tesuits went 

among fhNn, Rnd have since ('ontinucrl there. One of them named 

Simon I.e :Moyne has heen s('vera! times at Fort Orange, nnd laat 

fall ('arne hero to M allliattall, Joubttess to encourage the papieb, 

both Dutch and l"rl~neh, resilling here, and to observe the condi

tion of our nffnir". lIe remained here ei~ht dnys, Rnd then reo 

turnl'd to Fort Orllng(', and thence by land to Canada. 

We commend ~'ollr Reverences to the protection of the Most 

High, who is able to keep you, nnd do abundantly 'above what we 

fan ask or think, lind place you blameless before His throne. 

With I'nlutntion8 to the Rev. Classis, 

New Amsterdam, 

in New Netherland, 

Sept. 24th, 1658. 

Yours affectionately, 

J oannes Megapolensis. 

Samuel Drisius. 
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relating 00 the Jews is also here given, for the first time. 
The reference reads as follows: 

To sI~e liberty to the Jews will be ... el")' detrimental there, .,.. 
caule the ChrllUanl there will not be able at the aame tlme to 
do busln888. GI~lng them liberty, we cannot refuse the Lutherans 
and Paplsts.-

That StuYTesant wrote more at length on this subject in 
thiB letter is indicated by abstracts of publi~hed letters, found 
among the MSS. in Philadelphia.-

In line with Stuyvesant's letter is a statement appearing 
in a letter from t.he Cl&8sis of Amsterdam to the Consistory in 
New Netherland, dated May 26, 1656.-

Remarking that the Lutherana Ulust have abandoned their 
intention of procuring a minister of their persuasion, they say: 

Our Re.... CI..... Indeed looked upon this matter as an affair 
of great Importance, for the Menonlsts and English Independents. 
of whom there Is said to be not a tew there, might have been 
led to undertake the same thIng In their turn, and would prot.
abll have attempted to Introduce public gatherings. In tact we 
are Informed that e~en the Jews have made request of the Hon· 
orable Governor and have a1ao attempted In that country to erect 
a sJllagogue for the exercIse or theIr blasphemous religion. 

- The Dutch reads: 
De jootacbe vryheJt eeer schadelyck aIdaer te wee&en, aIsoo 

de Cbrlstenen daer tegl. nlet connen handelen, ende haer ..... y. 
IchelJt ge~ende, de LuterlaeDsche papllten DIet lullen CODnen 
weljgeren. 

- In the library of the HIstorical BooIety of Penns11~anla II 
an abstract b1 Hanl Bontemantel of the Dlrectorl' letter to 
Stu1 ... eaant of April 16, 1666, al.-..4, quoted from, which he 
beadl: .. Some not.. of the letter written to tbe Director and 
CouDcll In New Netherland April 26, 1666," and In which the part 
about the Jewl II condensed by him to read as follo,,1, as tran. 
Jated from the Dutch: 

That the Jewl may Uve, trade and trdlc there, punuant to 
apostlllel here gIven b1 the Company at their request. 

- Ecc'e,ia,Ucol RecortU of New York, I, p. 348. 
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Lesson 2: The Lutherans in New Netherland 

Objectives 

1. Students will be 
aware of the position 
and status of 
Lutherans in New 
Netherland. 

Activities 

1. Explain what Lutherans and Calvinists are. 

2. Have students read the petition of the Lutherans in 
1659 (p. 107-108) and complete the following 
assignments: 

a. Place the petition of the Lutherans on your time 
line (p. 2). 

b. The position of the Lutherans in New 
Netherland is different from their status in the 
United Provinces. What is the difference and 
why are they disappointed? 

c. Briefly describe what happened to them. 
d. What is their request? 
e. When were they finally allowed to publicly 

exercise their religion? Fill out on the time line. 

Resources 

1. A. J. F. van Laer, The 
Lutheran Church in New 
York, J 649-J 772, Records in 
the Lutheran Church 
Archives at Amsterdam, 
Holland, (New York, 1946): 
38-41,49. The translations of 
documents (including letters 
and petitions) in this book 
provide excellent material 
for more lessons. 
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PETITION of the Lutherans in New Netherland to the Directors of the West 
, India Company. May 20, 1659 

Hon. ----- etc. 
We, your honors' faithful and obedient adherents of the U[naltered] 

A[ugsburg] C[ouCcssion], residing under your jurisdiction In N. Netherland, 
on the Manhatcs, Long Island, Fort Orange and the oolonies thereabout, 
hereby humbly show with due reverence and submissiveness that we. finding 
ourselves together in these parts of America from different countries of 
Europe. and thinking of the great and eminent bene6ts which those of our 
Faith enjoy Wlder the High aud Mighty Lords the States General, our Sov
ereigns. in the United Provinces, by the toleration of the doctrine of the 
U. A. C .• we have already for more than five years written to our Consistory 
at Amsterdam to petition and solicit for us hom the Hon. Directors of the 
Chartered West India Company. our superiors, the EurcU.um ReUgWn,f.t, 

The Lutheran Chureh in New P{ork, 1649-1772 S9 

which [Coulstory), In a letter dated JUDe 14,1656, infonned us that some 
of our lords [Directors] had advfled their committee that it was resolved 
and decided by them that we here in this country adhering to the U. A. 
Confession would, like those 'n pGlM, be tolerated by connivance. Where
upon, being rejOiced thereat, we made known this report in a petition to 
the Hon. Director General Petrus Stuyvesant. whose apostil thereon Will 

that he would &nd out the truth about it, so that he had no objection. 
We afterwards further wrote to our. Consistory and desired that in aCcord

~ce with the promises made by some of our lords Directors they would 
send us a faithful pastor, which indeed was done in the year 1657, on the 
10th of April, about two years ago, but upon his arrival our l;Ion. Director 
General flIPressly declared that. assuming that the Hon. Directors of the 
West India Company had CODleDted to it, he would nevertheless not allow 
himself to be dictated to therein by them. inasmuch as he had taken an oath.. 
before their High Mightmesses. He thereupon proceeded sharply, had ordi
nances publicly posted against our meetings upon forfeiture of 100 pounds 
F1emish. drove our spiritual leader hom Manhattan Island, served several 
notices on him to leave the province, threatened to fine those who offered 
him assistance, had him arrested IDd placed in the custody of court messen
gers and soldiers and now, finally, has sent hhn back to the fatherland, whJch 
causes us much sorrow and afIlfction. But since in these two yean and u 
long as our putor hu been in thIJ COUDtry many people, thinking that here 
freedom [of worship] had been obtained for us, have come and still con- . 
tinue to come, we now find ourselves considerably stronger than before; \ 
at Fort Orange there are from 70 to 80 families. here at the ManhatIDs and . 
on Long Island also fully that many. including pennanent resideotl and 
mechanics. but mostly farmers.lJ.. we cannot well leave, yet, without the 
exercise of religion can still less live. we have, in a petition to our magistrates 
and the Hon. Director General, requested to grant us a wild, uninhabited 
place on the island. two or three mOes &om the Manhatans, or at the ferry, 
or on Long Island, or at Paulus Hoeck, or wherever it might be, to practise 
our religion in all quietness and reverence, and this in order that we might 
not be in their way and that thereby a wild place might be brought under 
cultivation, but this also has been refused us. 

We therefore tum to your honors, praying and beseeching you to be pleased 
to coosider among yourselves the welfare and profit of this country, consisting 
in populating the same, and to inquire how many farmers are ~eadyleaving 
the land, lOlling their farms and preparing to leave, and how many [others] 
are auctioDing off and selling their houses and so must reluctantly give up 
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their buainess. Furthennore, the light thereof will turn many against this 
country, who otherwise would have liked it and will even be kept away 
from it, all of which can be prevented hy the toleration of our religion of 
the U. A. Confession. This, as faithful and vigilant subjects we humbly 
wished to bring to your honors' attention and we remam your honOR' faithful 
!lod obedient members adhering to the U. A. Confession in New Netherland, 
lind in the absence of the others we have jointly signed this in haste, the 
~Oth of May 1659, at Manhatans, in N. Netherland. 
HARMEN YANSEN WILMEN TIlAPHEcmdWilman Trap-
ELDERT JURYANSE VAN STENIIUSE hagen] . 
CDIUT MEYER Crun'lAN WOLF . 

X PJm:R J ANSF.N POULES ClUSTIANBSZ 
X ALBEIIT JANSEN PIEJ'Eft JANSEN smit 
E8EIUlARM HEDEMAN The mark X of HEYNlUCX JANSEN 

MATIHEUS CAPITO SLUYTER 
LUCAS DiRCKsEN DUUUCH JAOOBSENN 
CBlUSlN Prn:Rs SIESTER MrCHGALsEN 

JURYEN JANSEN NICICLAS ISlERSEN' 
. \{,um:N HOFFMAN WOI.LGANG K.unEN VON WOLI'RN-

JOHN SEUNSON BUTI'EL [WolflenbUttel] 
EUIn'Luc ANDREAS Ra:s VON DDt LmosTADT 

llANs Kl;rn:L [von Lfedt1 
h MENSEN [J Smensen?] ANDREAS SEN [1] 
]l)HAN MAST'ms [Masters?] HEINRICH HEoouCKIZ 
CLlA.IS SCHARDYC SIMON JANSEN 
Tma: JANSEN X is the mark of J.ANSl!NVONDER ILw 
JOCHUM SCHOEMActtn CoRNEELUS MATHEYSEN 

~~:;E1UUT MOLENAER CUES TYSEN 
HDrmuClt JANSEN SrIEIUNCH CUES BOM . 
fAM RAVNERTSOON [Maynertsoon?l JONAS MACNJ [Magnus] 
}IACDN BRUYB MAGNUS Prl'TERSZ 

MAYNDERT BARENSEN Ww-u Doua [?) 
CORNELIS MAIUSEN factor ANDREAS HANSEN 

~)TOrvz STOFSSEN {Stoffel StofIelsen?l HERMAN SMEMAN 
GANTEN JANSEN X the mark of CLAES SNYDER 
Cm\YSTEY AN NYSSEN X the mark of JAN BROUWER 

Y AN CoI\NELSEN CASPER STEINMETS 
. MAns MOLLEn X the mark of MAI\'I'EN JANSEN MPD 

DAVIT WF.SEL· X the mark of MAnns I>mPEN 
lAN Pu;n;nSOON HANSDun:ay [Dreper] 

CoBES WILBOI\IJl' JAN HYNDRYCHSE STEELMAN 

AJ.BD\T Pll:rEnsEN trompetter VOLGART JANSEN 
LoN:Ns ANDRES the mark X [of] LoDEWYK JONGE 

BAI\ENM Knuoup AmIf. Lulla. ell. AIda. (Portf. A ...... J 

ORDER by Governor Nicolls on the petition of the Lutherans: December 
6/16 1664 .. 

, Copy of Apoetil of the Hoo. Governor Rltzakt NlcoJaee. 

(Whereas] several persons under my government, who are adherenb of 
the Lutheran faith, [and who] have taken the oath of 6delity to his Majesty 
and his Royal Highness. and to such governor or other ofBcer as is or shall 
be appointed there. have by petition requested that they might have liberty 
to send for one or more pAltors of the af01'eSlld religion and that they might 
freely and publicly exercise their religion according to their conscience I 
have given my consent thereto. on condition that they shaD molest no ~e 
of other [faith] aid that they shall be obedient to the present authorities. 

Whereunto I have set my hand and seal at Fort James in New York, on 
the island of Manatans, the 6th day of December Ao. 1664.25 , 

[Was Signed:} Rrrz.u:aT NIOOLAES. 

[Endorsed: 1 New Netherland. Rece(oed In Ccmri8tory the 3d of June 166.'>' 
Amat. L.,.. Cit. Ar,It. {Porlfollo Arrwrko.J 

as Old Ityle date, conespoodlng to December 16, 1064, new ttyle. Both the petition and the 
order thereon are tnmlated fIOIIl crude Dutch traDIlationa which w-. enclosed In the letter 
of Dec. 8/18. 1664. 
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Lesson 3: Jews in New Netherland 

Objectives Activities 

1. Students will be aware 
of the status and position 
of Jews in New 
Netherland. 

2. Students will be aware 
of the fact that a 
translation is an 
interpretation, and 
sometimes not reliable. 

1. Have students read various documents and complete 
the following assignments: 

a. The letter from Minister Megapolensis on p. III 
has been translated in different ways. The two 
copies provided here show information about the 
Jewish population in New Amsterdam. In one 
translation a translator has made a mistake. Try to 
find the mistake and explain why this is a serious 
mistake. Also describe how a researcher should 
work with infonnation drawn out of translated 
primary sources. 

b. Why is the January 1655 document (p. 112-113b) 
"one of the most important documents" in relation 
to the settlement of the Jews in this country? What 
is the request of the petitioners? And what is the 
answer in April 1655 (p. 112a)? 

c. Read the next two documents (p. 114 and 115; 
marked passages) and list for each: 

a. year; 

b. request 

c. names of petitioner(s); 
(Continued on next page) 

Resources 

1. Ecclesiastical Records: 352. 
2. Laws and Ordinances: 211-

12. 

3. Oppenheim, History of the 
Jews, 8-11; 73-74; 36. 

4. RNA, vol. VII: 154; 258-
61. 

5. RNA, vol. II: 396-97. 

6. Recommended readings: 

1. Martha Dickinson 
Shattuck, A Civil 
Society: Court and 
Community in 
Beverwijck, New 
Netherland, 1652-1664, 
Dissertation Boston 
University, 1993. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Lesson 3 (continued) 

Objectives Activities 

d. answer to the petition. 
e. List them on the time line (p 2). 
f. What is the difference with the situation in the Dutch 

Republic? 
d. p. 116 a: A. Keyser against Jacob Bersimson; p. 116 b: 

Storm Alberzen against Jacob Barsimson. What do these 
documents reveal about the attitude toward Jews? 

e. p. 117 and 118: sworn butchers. The two Jewish 
butchers have· their own oath. 
a. How is it different from the other butchers? 
b. What do these documents reveal about the attitude 

toward other religions, in this case the Jews? 
c. What does the document reveal about the size of the 

Jewish population in New Amsterdam in 1660, 
compared to 1655? Explain your answer. 

2. Discuss their findings with the students. Explain burgher 
right. 

Resources 

2. Samuel 
Oppenheim, The 
Early History of 
Jews in New 
York, 1654-
1664 (New 
York, 1909). 
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t1';ome ,Jews carne from 
: Hollaud last summer, ill order to trndo. I,ater a few Jews came 

~ upon the Bame ship u De Polhcymius; they were healthy, but 
,: poor. It would have beoll proper, that they should have beoD. 
; .• upported by their own people, but they have been at our cbarge, 

1 10 that we have had to spend several hundred guilders for their 

npport. They came several time!! to my hOllse, weeping and be

moauing their miHcry. )f I dirflctoo them to the Jewish mer

chanta, they said, that they would not even lend them a few sti
'nIrI. Some more have como from Holland this spring. They 

"POrt that still JIlore of the same lot wOllld follow, and then they 
would build hero a synagogue. This causes among the oongre
pouon here a great deal of complaint and murmuring. These 

people, have no other God than the unrighteous Mammon, and no 

. other aim than to get possession of christian property, and to 

wiD all other merchants by drawing all trade to,vards themselves. 

Therefore we request your Reverences to obtain from the J..orde

Directors, that t.hese godless raacals, who are of no henefit to the 

oountry, but look at everything for their own profit, may be sent 
.... , from here. For as we have here Papists, Mennonites and 
Lutheran. among the Dutch; also many Puritans or Independents, 
. and many Athois~s and various other servants of Baal among the 

Early n ialory of the J eW8 in. N ew York-Op!J(~tl1teim. 73 

n. 
EXTB.lCT 'ROM LE'lTKB 01' REV. JOHN MEAJAI'OUN8IS, DATED AM' 

STDDAM. IN NEW NI:THERL.lND, THE 18TH M,ucH, 1655, 
TO TilE CUSStS OF AM8T&llDAM •• 

We have cause to be grateful to the Lords Directors and to 
your Reverences for the care and trouble taken to procure for 
the Dutch on Long Island a good clergyman. even though It has 
not yet resulted In anything. Meanwhile, God has led Domine 
Joannes Polhemlus from Brazil, over the Carrlbean Islands, to 
this place. He has for the preseDt gone to Long Island. to a vll-

---+ lage called Mldwout . . . . Last summer some Jews came here 
from Holland, In order to trade. Aftel·wards some Jews. poor 
and healtby, also came bere on tbe same sblp with D: PolhelJmls. 
It would have been proper that these had been supported by theIr 
own nation, but they have been at our charge. so that we bave 
had to spend several hundred guilders for theIr support. They 
came several times to my house, weeping and bewalllnf: theIr 
mlMlT, and when I directed tbem to tbe Jewish merchant the,. 
laid that he would not lend them' a single sUver. Now agaln In 
the spring some bave come from Holland, and report that a great 
many of that lot would yet follow and then build here their syn. 
gogue. This causes amonl the congregatl9n here a great deal 
of complaint and murmuring. These people have no other God 
than the unrlghteou8 Mammon, and no other aim than to get 
po88888lon of Christian propert,., and to win all other merchants 
by drawing all trade towards themselves. Therefore, we request 
your RenrenceB to obtain from the Lords Directors that these 
godle88 rascals, who are of no beneftt to the country, but look 
at evelTthlng for theIr own profit, may be Mnt away from here. 
1I'0r, .. we have here Papists. Mennonites and Lutherans among 
the Dutch; alao man, Puritans or Independents, and man,. 
Atheists and varIous other servants of Baal among the Engllsb 
under this Government, who conceal themselves under tbe name 
of Chrlstlans; It would creat; a still greater confusion. If the 
obstinate and Immovable Jews caJ:Qe to setUe here .. 
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often beeb printed, but it it deemed well to give again the 
part relating to the JeWl, in a reTiBed traDalation, clitfering 
IOmewhat from that otBcially pUblished.' The variatioDl will 
be indicated in a foot Dote. This reply, dated April 26, 1655, 
reads ae folIo",: 

We would han llked to etrectuate and fuUllI" (a) JOur wllhee 
and requeat that the new territor I.. Ihould no more b. allowed 
to be Intec~ (b) by peopl. of the J.wllh nation, for w. forea .. 
tberetrom (c) the lame clUlcultl .. which JOU fear, but after 
bayln, furth.r wel,hed aDd consld.red the matter" w. obBene 
that tbll (d) would be IOmewhat (.) unreasonable and untalr, 
.Ipeclally becaUH of th. COIUIld.rabl. 1-. luatalnecl by thll 
nation, with otb.n, (f) III th. taldnC of BruD, u (C) a1eo beoaua. 
of the 1&1',. amount of capital which they lUll (b) haY. Inyea~ 
In the IhU8I of thl. company. Therefore after many d.Uber .. 
tlons w. han tlDally (I) decided aDd reaolTed to ap08tllle U) 
upon a eertaln petltlon presented by _Id PortuCU8le Jews that 
tbeee people may tra ... el aDd trade to aIlel III New Netherland (k) 
aDd II .... and remaiD there. provided the poor amODS them .hall 
not btlcome a burden to the company or to the communlb', but be 
IUPported by their OW'll nation. You will now (1) IOvel'll younaelf 
accordingly. 

• See D~. ,..,. '0 Co,. B .... or N. r .. XIV, p. 816. 
lI(a) In the olllcl&l printed translaUon by Mr. Berthold P'erDow , 

the readloS 11 ...... ee to." The orlslnal readl ",eelfeCtueert enele 
volbracht." 

( b) Tb. orlgln&l, followlq StUJT_t·. letter. reada .. rein· 
fecteert," aDd wu ml.read by lI'ernow u .. plnHmert" aD4 
traulated by blm .. "Invaded." H NI.t meet . . • • mGehte 
werdell" w .. tr&Dllated "lIhould not be furth.r." 

(c) Th. orls\n&llll" blel'llrt." whleb J'vnow made" frOID IUeb 
Immlgratloll. " 

(d) Til. orlctnal .... tMln," wAlch J'erDOW tranaJated "It." 
(.) Tb.orlsln&l baa "h.bben ...... ckt tMlve ""~",. 1ItrT· 

dende t. IJn teB .. I de nelen end. bIlUckh.J1," Fernow omitted 
trallilation or "eealcbalnw," meanlnB .. IOm.what." 

(f) F.rnow mad. thll "the J.w.... Th. orlgtnaJ baa .. deae 
Dati. Int generaeJ," or "th .. D&tIOIl 10 reaeral," a better reading 
of whlcb Ie .. above llYeD. 

(C) Fernow mad. "all" "aDd." Tb. orIginal ball "100 .... 
den . . . . ala d.... or .. becaulle of tbe . . . • u the." 

EtII'l, HutMy of til. Jews ... New Yor~""eM.M. 9 

The petiUoD referred to in the company's reply baa Dot 
heretofore been published, and is here given, ae tranalated 
from the Dutch, following the fol'lD in the original ,emon 
which it giTeD below. It WII made in Amsterd&m, and is UD

do'Gbtedly ODe of the most importut documents we have in 
relation to the settlement of the Jews in this country. It 
readJ u follows: 
186I,JaD.,., 
Petltlon of the 
Jewlah Natloll. 

To the Honorabl. LordI. Dlrecton of the Char
tered Welt India Company, Chamber of the 
City of AllUlterdam. 

'I'Ile m.reballtl of tbe Portupeee Nation r"ldl~B In thla City 
.... pectfu1l7 remoDltrate to 10ur Honora that It h .. come to th.lr 

Granted that 
th.y may re
lid. aDd tnJIlo, 
provided they 
ahaD not be
oom. a cbarp 
upon the d ... 
COIlf1 or the 
Compuly. 

knowledre that Jour Honon ral.. ObetMl.I to 
the ,Ivlng of permit. or P&IIPorta to the Portu· 
IrU- J.wa to tra ... e1 and to 10 to r .. ldeln New 
Neth.rland, which If penalated In will relult 
to the sreat 411adT&Dtqe of th. Jewla1a DatlOli. 
It aJIO Call be of no advantap to the pneral 
Company but rather clamaclnc. 

Thens are mUJ or th. nation who baft loat 
th.l .. poe_IODI at Pernambuco uad ba .. 'ar
rlTed from there bl sreat poverl7. aDd part 
or them have been dlapareed h.re aD4 there. 
So that your petltlon.rl had to .xpend larre 

IUIDI of money tor th.lr nace_rlee of IIfa. and tbrougb lack of 
opportunity all caIlDot remain h.r. to II.... And .. they CaIlnot 

(11) The orIginal hU .. a181locb." which Fernow did Dot trail" 
late. ,/ 

(I) Th. orl~n&l haa .. Sulex dat w. eJntelyck DU menlch. 
wid'" d.Uberatlen hebben," whlcb lI'ernow made .. After mally 
oolllUltatiODI w. haT .. " 

(3) The orilinal hu " te appoatlU.r.n," which Fernow did Ilot 
tranelat.. TIlle word meaD. .. to Dote" or .. to note In the mar
ctn" or .. to note at the foot," and beoom81 Importallt In exam
Infq the copy of the petition which hu a note, at the Iida. of 
the crantJq of It. 

(k) F.raow trlUUllat.ed .. 1J1uJden IUllen mopn varen ende 
D...,ueren nur end. op Illeulled.riudt, oock aldur WOODen end. 
Yerblljyen," .... thar Iball uve perm_Ion to 1&11 to &114 trade 
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~o to Spain or Portugal becau .. of the InQullltlon, a great part 
of the aforesaid people must In time be obliged to depart for other 
territories of their Hlgb Mlgbtlneaaetl the Statea·~neral and ,tb .. elr 
Companlea, In order there, tbrough their labor and e!rorta, to 
be able to exist under tbe protection of the administrators of 
your Honorable Directors, observing and obeying your Honorl' 
orderl and commandl. 

It Is well known to your Honorl tbat tbe Jewish nation In 
Brull have at all times been faltbful and have striven to guard 
and maintain that plaoe, rlaklng for that purpose their poeaeaeioDs 
and thf!lr blood. 

Yonder land II extenllYe and lpacloua. Th. more of loyal 
people tbat go to live ther., the better It II In regard to the popu
laUon or the country aa In regard to tbe P81ment of varioul ex
cises and tues wblch may be Imposed there, and In regard to the 
Increase ot trade, and alao to tbe Importation of all tbe neceaaari .. 
tbat may be sent there. 

Your Honorl Ihould also consider that the Honorable Lords, 
the Burgomasters of the City and the Honorable High illustrious 
Mighty Lords, th. Stat_General, have In political matters aI,ways 
protected and considered tbe Jewlsb nation aa upon tbe eame foot
Ing as all the Inhabitants and burgherl. Also It II conditioned 
In the treaty of perpetual peace with the King of Spain that the 
Jewlsb nation sball alao enjoy tbe same Ubert1 as all otber Inbab
!tan t.8 or these lands. 

Your Honorl Ihould also plea .. conllder that man1 of, tbe 
Jewlah nation are principal Ihareholders In the Company. Tbe1 
have always striven their beat ror the Company, and many of 
tbelr nation have loat Immenae and great capital In Ita aharel and 
obllgatlona. 

The Company haa b1 a general reaolutlon consented that thoae 
who wlah to populate the Colony Iball enJ07 certain. dlatrlcta of 
land gratll. Wby abould now certaln aubJecta of tblB State not 
be allowed to travel thither and live tbere? The French consent 

In New Netberland, and to Ity. and remain tbere." Tbe trans
latton ahove II closer to the original and Ihows tbat tbe grant 
waa larger tban bls translation. Indicated, as It gave tbe Jewl 
tbe rll!;ht not only to trade In but also to New Netberland. Thll 
p;ave them the rlgbt to bring In goodl from abroad. As given 
by Fernow, tbe rlgbt was simply to trade In New Neth.rland. 

(I) Tbe orlgtnal haa .. alsnu," which 1I'ernow 41d not tran.alate. 

'EtJrly Hialory of t1l.6 Jew. in New York~ppen"eim. 11 

that the PortulUeee Jewl may tramc and lIye In Martinique, Cbrl. 
topher and otherl of their territories, whither alao aome haye 
lOne from here, aa your Honorl know. The BngUlh alao conlellt 
at the present time that the Portugueee and Jewish nation mq 
10 from London and lettle at Barbacloe, whither alao some have 
gone. 

AI torelgn natlonl couent tbat tbe Jewllb nation may 10 to 
Uve and trade In their terrltorl .. , how can 10ur Honors forbid 
tbe same and refu .. tranlportatlon to thll Portuguese nation who 
realde here and haye been settled here wen on to about 81xt1 
yearl, m&D1 alao being born here and conGrmed burg~era, and 
this to a land that nsedl people for Ita Increase? 

Therefore the petitioners request, for tbe reuonl glYen aboye 
(aa alao otherl which the1 omit to ayold prollxlt1), that 10ur 
Honors be pleaaed not to exclude but to grant the Jewish nation 
puaage to and residence In that countrr: otherwlse·tbls would 
result In a great prejudice to tbelr reputation. Alao that b1 an 
Apoatlne and Act the Jewllb nation be permitted, together with 
other Inhabl~ to traTel, IIYe and tralllc there, and with th.m 
enjoy Ilbeit1 on condition. of contribUting Ilk. others, Ac. Which 
doing, Ac.1I 

II Tbe Dutch original of the above II u tollowl: 
1656, Januar,. Aende Ed: Heeren de Bewlnth.bberen Tand. 
Request vande geootroljeerde Westjn.dlacbe Comp. ter Camer. 
Joodlcbe Natl.. der Stad Amst.lredamm •. 

De cooplleden vande Portugel. NaU., hler ter Steede woonende, 
remonatreeren aen uwe Ed: r.Yerentel. dat aen haere kennlsae 

Is toegestaen 
dat Ie mopn 
Woon.n en 
tra1llQueer.n 
mlta d ... lv. 
nlet tot lute 
van d. dl .. 
conlen 00-

mende otte de 
ComPl.8De 

II gecomen, da.t uw. Ede dUllcultelJt maecken, 
parml.le ofte P88poorten t. geyen aen portu. 
geese Jooden omme t. mogen var.n en te gaan. 
WOonen In Nleu N.derlant, tw.lck soo daer blj 
gf/' .rsllteert wert, 8&1 Itreck.n tot groot nadeel 
vand. Joodtach. NaU., oock can teely. geen 
voordeel geTen vande General. Compe., Jmmers 
eer acbadelyck. Daer IIJn. Teel Tan dl. Na.tle. 
dl. haer welvaren yerlooren. hebben tot Pb .... 
nambuco, en IIJn van daer met groote arr. 
moede overgecomen, een gedeelte IlJn n.och hier 
.n daer veratrolJt lula clat d. Supplt.n met

groote Somm. Selta ba.re beboeft.n moeten r.medleeren, eDt door 
gebreclt Tan POUlbllltelJt connen aile des.lve alhl.r nlet bllJv.n 
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154 Adr. ,strative Minutes of New Amsterdam. [1657 

Follows Ihe Oath taken by the Burghers; drawn up by the R~ Honb.,," 

Director General anti Council. 

I, :-.;. N .. prumi~1! and -'wear In the presence of Almighty God to be 

true anu faithful to lile sovereignty of the Noble, High Mighty Lords 

Slates Gener;ll 'If the United Netherlands and Supreme Jurisdiction of 

he H(m"" Lord, Dirc(:tors of the Privileged West India Company as 

Lords anti Patroons of this ~ew Netherlanu Province, their Director 

Cencral and Council alrer.dy appointed ()r hereafter to be 'lppointed; 

and to shew in the first place them, the Bl\r~Qmasters and Rulers of this 

City, present :mll futur.\ ;111 respect and reverence and to obey them 

III all honest and just r.latters as a faithful subject and good Burgher is 

bonnd tl) do, as lung as 1 shall continue in this l'rovince. So Truly Help 

me Cod .O\lmi~ht)'! 

The II~ April, 1"57. 
Jacob <. ·.hin Hendricus, a Jew, appears in the Court of Burgo

masters; requ. ;Is permission to bake and sell bread within this City, as 

other bakers, hut with closed door. Which being deliberated on, 'tis 

decreed, as this is directly contrary to the privilege granted by the 

Bonble Director General and Council to the Burgheryof this City and 

also against the orders given by the Honb!" Lords Majores, the petitioners 

request cannot he granted. 

On the petition of Will'!' Harck and Joris' Wolsey, the Marshal de 

Vos is sent for to the C()urt of Burgomasters and ordered duly to fill his 

office without regard for anyone and immediately to gi"e new notice to 

Jan Larens. 

Tibout Riversen requests by petition leave to tap. Whereupon i. 
apostilled :-Before the petitioner's prayer can be granted, he must pur

l;hase his Burgher right within this City, when further disposition shall be 

made herein. 

Asser Levy, a Jew, appears in Court; requests to be Admitted a 

Burgher; claims that slIch ought not be refused hiM, as he keeps watch 

and ward (tocAl m UI/JcAt) like other Burghers; shewing a Burgher cenifi

cate from the City of Amsterdam, that the Jew is Burgher there. Which 

being deliberated on, tis decreed as before that it cannot be allowed, 

and he shall apply to the Director General and Council. 

Daniel Tencur appears in Court; requests that he may build on the 



Cop,.. 
2'0 ",,' No"" Wor,,.'''', '''e D4,.,clor On....., alld OOtmdl or NN 

Nell,erlGftd. 
We. tbe uDderelped, of tbe Jewllb Nation bere, mate known, 

wltb due reYereDce, bow tbat ODe of our NatIon repa.lred to the 
City Hall of tble CIty aDd requeeted of tbe Noble Bureo .. utere 
tbat be mlchl obtaIn hIe Burcber certificate, like other Burcberl, 
wblcb to our creat lIurprlee wal decllDed aDd refuNd b,. tbe Noble 
Burcomutere. Uld wbe,... tbe Woreblp'ul Lordi CODleDted UDder 
date of Februa". 16. 1666. at tbe requeat of our NaUon, tbat we 
Ibould enjoy bere tbe AlOe freedom u otber InhabitaBle of New 
Netberland enjoy. al appearl from the petition bere UlDllIed; 
further tbat our NatloD enjoYl In tbe CIt,. of Amltardam In HoI
laDd the Burcber rleht, and be who au therefor recelYee a 
Burlher certificate tbere, .. appearl b,. tbe Burcber certUlcate 
hereto annllled; 1.110 tbal our Nation. a Jon ... ther bave bee. 
here. ban. wIth otben, borne Uld paid. aDd ItIIl bear, an Burcher 
burdene: We. tbere'ore, revereall,. requeet ,.our Noble Worehlve 
to ple .. e Dot ezclude Dor abut UI out from tbe Bur,ber rl,ht, but 
to Dotle, the Noble Burcomuterl tha.t they IhOlild permit UI. like 
otber Burgherl, to eajor the Burcber rIght, and for thla pur
poae to give UI the cuatolllarJ Burlber certificate, In conform It, 
wltb the order or tb. Wonhlpful Lorda Dlrecton aboye me.
tlODed, Upon whlcb, ..... a1t1ac ,.our Noble Wonhlpa' .....,Iou. an~ 
favorable apoltlUe. we eball remalD, u beretofore, 

(Below Itoocl) 
Yourl Noble WOrlhlpa' Humble SerTUlW, 

S.u,uooa DAI'ID ........ 

J.OOB CoHU HE"ucquu, 
Aaa.uI.1l D .... UCIl:" .. 

Jou:rB D'AOOU'A. 

On the abo". petition II apoetllled: 
The BurlOmatera of thll Clt7 an bereb,. autborlled and at 

tbe AlOe time cbarged to admit tbe peUtioDerl hereIn Uld their 
Nation to the Burcherlhlp. In due form. Dated u above. 

P. Sronu.l'IT, 
NICA.IWI DESu.u, 

Dated, April 20, 1667, PD:na Ton'EIlA", 

II N. Y. 00'. 1188" Vol. VIII, p. 1131. CI. PuIlIiCIJ"otte or II" 
4",erfCOft IetD'IPl HU'onclJ' 800k1 •• No.6, p, 81. 

Us 
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and striking at him three times with a branch of a peach tree; and he 

demands, that Gerrit Hendrickzen shall be ordered no longer to ill treat 

him and his wife, and the Street Inspectors be directed ocularly to 
inspect anti report concerninj.t the fencing and to arbitrate concerning the 
raising of his lot, as to how much each shall have to bear; that he will 

willingly submit, Gerrit Hendricksen denies, what Frerick Aarsen gives in 

in writing, and says he experiences great trouble from Frerick Aarsen, 
And that he took a twig of a peach tree, threatening Frerick Aarsen, and 
that Frerick Aarsen took a broomstick and struck at him and lifting it up 

Again stnwk it ag:linst his own windows, saying that he will complain of 

him for assault and that the mason's Beletje and Cristiaen the Serjeant, 

who is gone to the Esopus, saw it, who will testify to it and Beletje Metze
l .. r -is present. Beletje Metzelaar (mason) appears in Court and declares, 
that Frerick Aarsen and Genit Hendrickzen had words with each other 
aDd that Gerrit Hendricksen took a twig of a peach tree to strike Frerick 
Aanen and that Frerick Aarsen took a hroomstick striking at Gerrit and 
raising it up again struck it against his own window, The Schout de
mands the fine. Schepen Pieter Wolfersen van Couwenhoven explains 

the difference regarding the survey of the lots. The Court postpone the 
matter in (IUestion, until the arrival of the Serjeant to give a deposition in 

the case, and parties are meanwhile ordered to observe the peace towards 

41ach other. 

Adriaen Keyser, pltf, vis Jacob Bersimson, a Jew, deft. Though 
deft. is absent, yet no default is entered against him, u he was summoned 
on his Sahhath. 

lan van Leiden, pitt, vis Pieter Taalman, deCt., demands from deft, 
297 I'!O of toll:lcCO (or Spanish wine and stockings which he deft, received 
from him. Deft, being absent, sends his answer in writing to the Court, 
demanding declaration of the demand and protests against said van Leiden 

for all costs, damages and wrong, The Court orders copy to be delivered 

to party to answer thereunto at the next Court day, 

Pieter van de Linde, pltf. vis Jacob Davidtsen, deft, PUt. says, he 

.ummoned deft. to give evidence of the truth regarding the purchase of 

tobacco, which he pltf. bought for Clus Teunisen of Jan Coupal. The 

Court orders Pieter Van de Linde to cause the deposition to be written by 

the Secretary, 
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Camelis Langevelt, arrestant and Itt I 

and delt Pltf d d f P ,v s Storm Alberzen, arrested 
' ,eman s rom deft tl 58' . 

Obligation dated J Feby wh' h " . ',10 ID beavers according to 
Ie mUllt be paId ID th J ( II ' 

says JOOlt, the mate ol Cornelil LIe une a OWing, Delt, 
Fort Orange, The Court d I angeve t had the beavers attached at 

ec afes the arrest I'd 'I be deposited, va I untl the money shall 

Engeltje Foppe pltl" vis Jacob Steen dam def 
her a tub of twisted tobacco at 8 t' h ' t, PltL says, deft. sold 

1 IV. t e Ib and had th ' 
but declares it no good and th t 't ' e same Inspected, 

a , was not worth the' h' 
sample to the Court D lt h price, ex Ibiting a 

. e, says, s e the pltf bo h b 
tobacco and he gave her a If' ., ug t a tll ol twisted 

samp e rom the top a d th 'd 
she said, she had shewn it t) n e ml die and that 

o peop e, but they say 't ' 
she was wiDing to keep the tobacco lor' ,lIS not good and that 
that he would not give it J h Ill! stivers, but he answered her, 
back ~ tbe tobacco was a lo~: tt' an 8 sthiv, and that he would not take it 
T n Ime at er house and t 'J 

he Court reler the tobacco in " go SPOI cd there. 
and Iaaack Gre . q~es,tlOn to Pleter Cornelisen van der Veen 

, vera to !Dlpect It ID presenc f h 
Steenwyclt, "!.ether it is me-hant bl e 0 t e Schepen Comelis 

." a e or not. 
Storm Alberzen, pltf vis Jacob B . 

l I ' ' erslmson a 1 ew d ( N 
au t IS entered against deft th h b " e t, 0 de-

• oug a sent lor reaso b ( 
as he is summoned on their S bb h ' ns e ore mentioned. a at, 

Comelis the carpent I f I er, p t, V s Samuel Etsal d It (ault, . ,e, Delt. in de-

Abraham Rycken, pltf. vIs Jan Rutger.en d f 
that Ian Rutgeraen was ordered t d ' ,e t. The Schout states 

o epollt the mo' h' 
demanding from him the delt 'th' f ' niCS, w 'ch the pltl, was 

" WI In our times ( d 
and has rem aiDed in default tL f ' Our an twenty hours 

aereo ; requestmg th t J R 
rem';. in the Ci'1 HaJJ until tL , . a an utger.en shaJJ 

... e IROllles are paid Th C 
Rutgersen to remain in the City Hall u t 'J h '. e ourt orden Jan 
security for tbe payment within six daYSn I t e mOnJes are paid or to give 

The Trea.urer Allard Anthony ap ~ar ' 
judgnaent pronollDced by the C t' dP s In Court, demanding that the 

our In ate 29'!' Octob' 16 b 
and Stonn Albeflen may b t' I! d . 57 etween him 

e sa !Sue and as St Alb . 
has DO effects, he. demands that he be lac ,o~ er~en IS here and 
be aati,lied, The Cou p ed In prison until the judgment 

rt orden Storm Alberzen t ' 
remain there until the aboveme t' d' 0 go to prrson and to. 

n lone JUdgment be satisfied, 
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In order to prevent all fraud, Burgomasters resolve to appoint Sworn 
nutchl!fS, wl)ll shall have the killing of all cattle to be con3um~d within 
this City's jurisdiction. 

Friday, 1 5'· I)ctob~ 1660. In tht: City Hall. Present the Heeren 
Marten Cregil'r, Allard Anthony. 

On the petition of the neighbours on both sides of the Pri"u 
G,.oChl," is apostilled:-Burgomasters order and direct each and every 
one to pave his lot before his door as far as his lot extends, this winter so 

far at least that it can be made use of a-foot, and Burgomasters shall 

make the varant one by Joghim Beekman's, fitting or passable, as they 
shall find it most advantageous. 

Symon Joosten appearing in COllrt was told, if he desires to be sworn 
Lutcher, he must first purchase his Burgher Right, paying theref()r fl. 20. 

Holland currency. Symon Joosten declares, he is not desirous to be 
butcher, requestinR, that he may· sell his meat, that he may bring for 

Sale, on payment of the excise, and that he may not be troubled by the 
butcher. Which is allowed him. 

Dirck Volckerzen appearing in Court is asked where he found the 

log he sold to Andrees Joghimsen? Answer, he fished it near the Tv. 
B,.others t by Hell Gate and did not cut it, and declares further, that the 

timber near his house belongs to Jan Coopal, and if he must restore the 
log demands salvage. Whereupon is answered, That he shall have it, 
when he can prove that he fished it. 

Asser Levy, Eghbert Meindersen, Gerrit Jansen Roos, Roelof Jansen 
Vetcr Maacker, Jan van Haarlem, appear in Court, requesting to be 
Iworn butchers, and are accepted by the Burgo~ters on the following 
articles and oath. 

INSTRUCTION FOR THE SWORN BUTCHERS. 

First. They shall be bound to accommodate each and every one 
without delay, as much al is in their power, and bring with them their 
own tools necessary for slaughtering. 

,'It(0n4I)'. They shall not kill any cattle before and until a proper 

• Broad Sir .• betw. Beaver Str. and EllchaDce Place. 

t Two small islaDds in the East R •• East of RaDdalI', lsi. aDd South of West FIIIM, 

Westchester Co. 
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permit shall be exhibited to them from the Pa(Ater (Farmer of the Excise) 
for the animill to be killed, that it has paid the excise. 

Thi,dly. They shall be bound to kill all cattle which shall be offered 
for slaughtering within the jurisdiction of this City. 

FOllr/Aly. They shall and may demand and take for the slaughtering 
of each animal as follows:-

F or one ox or cow •...••.•••.•...•.•... Five guiJden 
For one hog ..•••.•.•.•••...•...•••••. One Dollar 
For one sheep, calf, or goat .•.••••••.••• One guilder 

Other smaller animals in proportion. 

Which articles having been read to the aforesaid penons, they ue 

asked if they, or theirs, will submit to these articles 1 Answer, Yes; 
Then Asser Levy requests to be excused from killing hogs, as hi. religion 

does not allow him to do it; which was granted him. And they accord
ingly took the following Oath except Asser aforesaid, who took the oath, 
which the Jews are accustomed to take. 

OA TH FOR THE SWORN BUTCHERS. 

• We promise and swear in the presence of the Most Higb, that we 
shall honestly conform ourselves to the articles read to us; slaughter no 

animals within this City'S jurisdiction except those, for which a proper 

permit is shewn to us, that the same are entered duly with the Fanner 
within this City's jurisdiction, and serve every one as much as lies in our 
power. 50 Truly Help us God Almighty! 

PL .... CARD. 

Whereas Schout, Burgomasters and 5chepens of this City of Amster
dam in N. Netherland, in accordance with the laudable custom of our 
Fatherland and for the accommodation of the Burghers and inhabitants 
of this City have thought-it expedient that sworn butchers be accepted 
and chosen who shall be empowered to slaughter all cattle to be consumed 
within this City'S jurisdiction; They have, therefore, accepted and 
selected thereunto Eghbert Meinderzen, Asser Levy, Roelof Jansen 
Veter Maacker, Gerrit Janzen Roos, Jan van Haarlem, Pieter Janzen 
vande Lange Straat, Hendrick VoJckerzen, Daniel Tourneur. Paulus van 
de Beeck, Gerrit Fullewever, who are made known to the Commonalty 
that every one, ,,·ho has any cattle to be slaughtered may speak to them, 
who as much a~ possible shall aid and accommodate every one; and they 
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may demand ad receive for fee. 01 one ox or cow five guilders; for a 
hog, one dollar; for a sheep, cal(, or goat one guilder; other small 
animals in proportion: They interdict and forbid each and everyone to 
kill or , :lUSl' to I,,: killed any callIe whatsoever except by the aforesaid 
sworn 1,lItchcrs, lIlI,l.:r the penollty of twenty Ihe guilders to be applied as 
is prnp",r, Thus Jone and Qrdained in Amsterdam in :\, ~etherland at 

the Court of the Hon"le Schout. Burgomasters and Schl'pens the J S'h 

Odobr 1660. 

~[(tnday, 18,1, Octob. 1660, In lhe City Hall. Present the Heeren 

I'icter Tonneman, Marten Cregier, Allard Anthony, Cornelis Steenwyck. 
Eghbert ~Ieinderzen appe,uing in Court is told, that complaints are 

lodged against him by those, who bring meat to market here to sell, that 

he oblises them to purchase: their Burgher Right first. before they sell any 

meat, and that he has caused them to be dunned for a day and a half 
unti! they get a permit; w;lrning him not to do so any more, or that it 
shall be attendeu to. 

Hendrick Volckertsen, Pieter Jansen vande Langh Straat, Daniel 
Tourn€:ur. Master Paulus and Cerrit Fulwever appear in Court requesting 
t(J be sworn butchers in this City who are ,accepted as butchers by the 

Burgomasters after taking the oath. the articles of the instruction havig!t 
been previously read to them. 

Friday 29'~ Octob! 1660. ]n the City Hall. Present the Heeren 
Pil:tcr Tonnerpan Marten Cregier, Allard Anthony. 

The Schout, Pieter Tonneman, plti. v Is Eghbert Meinderzen. 

butcher, deft. The phf. says, that the deft. with one Willem Jansen van 

Borckeloo, unsworn butcher, has slaughtered and therefore entered the

tine against him. He, nevertheless, has not given that over, but pro
ceeded therein in direct opposition to the Placard therein enacted; there
fore demanding from the deft. according to placard the fine of twenty five

guilders with costs; requesting that he shall be forbidden to slaughter. 
Deft. says, that Willem Janzen only to help him in his necessity. Bur

gomasters condemn Eghbert Meyndersen in the penalty of 2S gl. according 

to Placard with costs; They interdict and forbid him to slaughter any 
more cattle for the space of six weeks from this date. 
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The Schout Pieter Tonneman, pltr. vis Willem Janzen van Borcke-

100, deft. The phf. says, that the deft. not being a sworn butcher has 
against the Ordinance and Placard slaughtered cattle with Eghbert Meyn
dersen, and though he entered the fine against him, yet he did not leave 
off; demanding therefore the fine of twenty five guilden, with costs. 

Deft. says he had no knowledge of the Placard or of the existence of such 

Ordinance i and had also butchered heretofore and is bound to support 
his wife and children. Burgomasters condemn Willem Jansen van 

Borckeloo in a fine of twenty five guilders according to placard, with 

costs. 
Moses Lucena appears in Court requesting to be a .worn butcher, 

which was granted him according to oath to be taken on the instruction 

of sworn butchers, and he has taken the same at the hands of the Officer 

agreably to the oath of the Jews, having first requested not to be bound 

to kill any hogs; which was allowed him. 
This date, 30'~ Octob! 1660, Eghbert Meindersen presents to Burgo-

masters the following petition:-
• To the Bonb!e Burgomasters of the City of Amsterdam in N. Nether-

land. 
Eghbert Meindersen, butcher, respectfully represents, that he, the 

petitioner, has paid the fine, which your Honors had ordered to be paid; 
he, the petitioner, therefore respectfully requests, your Honor will be 

pleased to permit and allow him to slaughter along with the other .worn 

butchers within this City: Awaiting hereupon your Worships favorable 

ApostiUe, Which doing remains (Under Stood) Your obedient Servant, 
signed Eghbert Meindersen. 

Hereupon granted as apostille: Burgomasters through special con

sideration release petitioner from his condemned six weeks, with this 
reserve that he demean himself for the future as an honorable Burgher. 

Willem Janzen van Borckeloo presents to the Burgomasters the 

following petition:-
To the Hon'·le Burgomasters Your Honours of the City Amsterdam in 

N: Netherland. 
Willem Jansen van Borckelo respectfully represents to your Hon'\ 

that he has settled with the Sehout Pieter Tonneman for Your Hon" judg

ment. And whereas he is again inclined to earn a little by butchering, 



Lesson 4: The Quakers in New Netherland 

Objectives 

1. Students will be aware 
of the status and 
position of the Quakers 
in New Netherland. 

2. Students will be able to 
identify with a member 
of a religious sect in 
New Netherland. 

3. Students will become 
aware of the important 
role reJigion had in 
people's lives in the 
17th century. 

Activities 

1. Have students read documents on the pages 120-123. 

2. In class discuss with students: 

a. What are Quakers? 

b. Were they welcome in New Netherland? How do 
you know? What happened to them? 

c. How do Flushing's inhabitants think about 
freedom of religion? Quote the sentence (s) that 
you find most important (p 121). 

d. Compare the charter on p. 120 from 1641 with 
the 1656 ordinance on p. 122 of this unit. What 
are the differences? 

4. Have students locate the English towns on Long Island. 

5. Have students read p. 123 and complete the following 
assignment: describe and analyze the judgment on Henry 
Townsend. 
In your opinion, was the punishment justified? What had 
he done wrong? Would he have expected this in a Dutch 
colony? Why/why not? 

6. In discussion of the above, have students put Townsend's 
judgment on the time line. 

Resources 

1. Laws and Ordinances: 
27,211-212. 

2. Ecclesiastical Records: 
426, 412-13. 

3. New York Colonial 
Manuscripts, vol. XIV: 
407-408. 

4. Map New Netherland, 
detail Long. Island. 

UNIT III: DIFFERENT RELIGIONS 
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FREEDO~[S AND PRIVILEGES 
Granted by thO) Director lind Council of New Netherland to English 

SdLlerR. 6 JIII/t, lG4l. 

(N. Y. Col. MRII. IV. 03.) 

WlllmEAS a considerable number of respectahle !',eamb ... 

Eoglislnllen with their Clergyman, have applied to liS 

for permission to settle hero and to, reside under us, 
and requested that some Articles might be offered to 
thOlll, W'o have therefore U0801vcd to communicate 
the following Articles ~ thOlu. 

I. They shall be bound to take tho Oath of Alle- ~~:~.,:!: 

~iance to the Noble Lords States Goneral nnd tllo ~;~:i.~;.th. 

West India Company undor whose protection they AII ... aDce; 

",ill reside. 
II. They shall enjoy free c~ercise of Religion. Tt~ll~':~ 

III. With regard to llolitical Government; if thoy rr .. cdom; 

desire a MngiHtracy, they shall have tho prh'i!ego of An" '" 
uOtninata 

Dominating three or moro persons from .tho fittest ~~~':... 
among them. from which nomination tho Governor 
of New Netlterland shall make the election. Which 
Magistrato ~han be empowered in all Oivil Actiolls !.~~\~~I.on 

to adjudge definitively as high as li'orty Guilders; eou,l8. 

beyond that an Dllpcal may be mado to the Govornor 
and Council of New Netllcrlo.nd; and in Orimioal 
CASCiI. to Oorporal punlshrnont (toe b'oetlaten toe). 

IV. They shall not be at liberty to erect any I!'orts, !i~t~'or ... 

without permission. , 
V. 'L'he land shnll be allown to them fa'co of expense, 

Rntl they shall cultivate it too years iu fulll'ropriety, 
without llaying any rent, nnd at the expiration of 
the lIai(\ 'l'en years they shall pay tho Tenths. 

Tobo 

t.~:r:!~r.!D\be 
rur leD 
yea,.: 

Extract from a letter written August 14, 1657, in Amsterdam, in 
New Netherland. 

It is related tbat on August 12, (1656) a ship had arrived there 
from the sea. On coming near to the fort, it fired no salute, flew 
no flag except from the fore-mast. It was a ship full of Quakers. 
The fiscal having boarded her, they paid him no respect; neither 

did the captain show any respect to the Heer-General on landing. 

They had oome from London in eight (t) days, and went on to 

New England the next day - as is supposed to Rhode Island. On 

sailing away they ldt two quiet women on laud, who at once be
gan to quake. They were arrested aDd without doubt sent away. 

120 



REMONBTRANCE OF THE INHABITANTB OF FLUSHINO, L. I., AOAINST 

THE LA.W AGAINST QUAKERS AND SUBSEQUlI:NT PROCEEDINGS BY 

THE GOVERNMENT AOA.INST THEK AND OTHERS FAVORING 

QUAKERS. 

Rlcbt Honorable. TOil ban beeo plnse4 to leod up snto nl a certain Pro
blbltlon or Commlnd, tbat wee Iboulde DOt recelre or eotertllae .D, ot tb_ 
people called QU.k"I, bee.uee tb., are IUPpoeed to bee b, lOme ledocen of tbe 
people; for our parte .... ee clnaot c:ondem them ID tbll caee neltber eln ""M 

Itrelcb out our band; _,alnlt tbem to PUUllb, blnollb or pene'rute tbem, for ODt 
of ClIrl8t, God I.. I cODlomlor tire, and It II I resrfal tbln, to tIll loto tb" 
blodel of tbe Ih'eln, 004: wee 4ulre tberefore 10 tbl. cue aot to Jad,e leut 11''' 
be Jud,ed, neltber to Coodem lealt wee bee Co04emecJ. bllt ntber let eyery _n 
Itand aod fall to bll 0'11'0. Mal,ter wee are bounde b, tbe La .... to doe c004 IlDto 
all mea, upecllll, 10 tbo .. ot the Housebold or taltb; aDd thonlh for tile prtltDt 
wee IIIme to b~ uoeenllble of tbe 1111' .nd tb. LIwel'l'er; ret wben death aod the 
LIw .... alt III: It we bin (Dot) oar sdyocate to ...... 11'110 ablll pllad tor DI ID 
tbll cue ot Conscience betwl"t Ood .nd OIU' 0_ 1001 .. ; tbe pow.n of thll world 
can neltber attlck U8 neltber neu .. UI, tor It Ood Joatlr, wbo CID Condelll, ud 
It God eoad"m tbere II Done caD JOltlt,e; Ind tor tb_ Jeelo'll'll .. IDd loapltlonl 
wbleh 80me b.ue ot tbem tbat tbe, lie deetnctlye uato K .... tne' aod Kiolstr, 
that c.noot bee: tor tbe KIII.trlte batb the S .... ord 10 bI8 bind aDel"tbe Mlol.ter 
batb tbe Sword In bll bud II wltneue tbole tow ".at .nmpltt wbleb III 
Mlleetr.tee and Mlnleters are to follow M (OItI) aDcI Cbrllt; wbolD Ood raJaed 
up Wllotalned .od defended aealolt III tbl IIneml .. botb or Itlh aDd aplrlt, an4 
theretore tbat wJcb Ie ot God will It.od, lod tbat wbleb II of miD will (come) to 
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Dotthllll: lod u the Lord llath talllht 140 .. 1, or the Chili power, to II ... aD 
outward IIbertie 10 tile Stat. b, tbe 1111' wrltteo 10 hi. helrt deall1led (tor) the 
.ood of all aad caD trul, Jodie wbo II lood aDd wbo I, "III, wbO I. true ,od wbo 
I, tal.e, and caD pin de801t1ae IeDteoce ot lite or (deatb) a,llolt that mao whleh 
rl". up .plDlt tbe tood&llleotal 1111' ot tb. St.tea Oeoerall, 101 (be) hltb ma4. 
bI. KIDliten • lIyor of III. uoto (Ufe?), aDd a lIyor of d"ath uoto deatb. 

Tbe law or loue, peace 1114 Obertle l1I. the atates extelldlor to Jew" Turlta 104 
IDI7PUanl, ., tbey are eouldered th eoonea or Adam, whleb II the Ilory of tbe 
outward State of Bollaod; 110 1008, p.aee and IIbertle exteodlol to all,la Chrllt 
JeaUl, Coodema hatred, wine lod booda .. ; aod because our Savior IIlth It II 
Impoulble but that olreoee 11'\11 come, but woe b. uoto hIm b, whom the, 
Commeth, our dellre II Dot to offend ooe of hI, little ooe8 10 wllatllOerer torme, 
lIame or title hee appre.ret 10, whetber Preab,terloo, Ind('peodeat, B.ptlst or 
Qu.lter; bat Iblll be II.d to _ .D7thlo, or Ood 10 an, of them: de.lrelol to doe 
1I0to aU meo a. wee dealr. III meo ,bOllld doe unto UI, wbleb II tbe true 1.11' both 
ot Chureb aDd Stat.: for our Sl\'loor ,alth thl. II tbe Law lod tbe Propbet.: 
Tberefore ~ .11, of tbeat IIId perlOol c:ome In loue uoto 118, wee caonot In COD· 
leleoee la, 'I'loleot band. upoo tbem, but elve tbem tree l<~rre8le Into our TOWDe 
Ind bowee. I. God .blU penwlde our Cooecleocee; .nd 10 tbl8 we Ire true lub
J@cte botb ot tbe Cburcb IDd State; tor wee are bouode b1 tbe la .... ot God lod 
man to do lood IInto all meD, IDd eylll to no miD: and \ bll II aeeordlnl \0 tbe 
Pltteot and Cb.rter of oar Towoe elnD 1I0tO De In tbe Dame ot tbe Statee OeD· 
erall which we are oot wllllu.r to latrlale aDd 'I'lolate but .. ban bOld to our patteot 
and Ibln remalne ,our Bumble SubJeetl tbe IDhabltanu of Vtlshlnr; written the 
27tb of December In tbe Yeare 1«11 b, mee 

rlnt ot JUUII", i8G8. 

The Marke 

The Karke 

The Karke 
Th' Mlrke 

Tbe Klrh 
The Karke 

E4werc1 Be.rt, ClerleDl. 
Tobl .. Fflke, 

of WillIam Noble, 
William Tborne, Sr. 

ot William Tborue, Jr. 
1Ddward TarDe? 
Joho Btorer, 
N.tbanlel Bell'erd, 
BwJamln Bubb.rd, 

of William prdlrloo, 
or Oear,e Clere, 

BII.. Dougb tie, 
Antonle Feild, 
Rlcb.rd Stoctoo, 
Edward Grlmoe, 
Natbanlel Tile, 
Nlc:ol .. Blacktord, 

14 ot Mlclb Tue, 
P of Philipp Ud, 

Edward FtarlDstoD, 
Robert Ftleld, Sr. 
Robert Ffleld, Jr. 
Nick Colaa Plnell. 
Mlcbael Mllaer, 
Heor, Towoeead, 
Oeotle Wrl,bt, 
JobD Foard, 
Benr, Samtell, 
Edw.rd Belrt, 
.lobo Kaltlne, 
Jobo Towneltod. 
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N I<;W N I~TIlI~IU.AN D. . 
l)O!ltillg Ihc)'col', ,lilly tll ill~f1llct all Ilel'lu'ting I\n(1 
m'I'lvllI"; Vcs~els, Houls, Oal'tH, or \VILA'OUS HI III to 
1lI'llI~eell uguitll~L t.ho HlIllIgglcl's "li I Itu CIL!:!u llIlLY 
rellllh'o, 

'J'huH doue, ouuctcll and rcsumcIl tho 21 J·ILuul\ry, 
AU 1(;[;0. 

OI:{DIN ANCE 
Of tho Director alUl CoulI<:il III' NelV Netherland against ConvcnL\clea. 

l',used 1 H/II'I'".. I'!I. WiicJ. 
IN. V. Cui. MlIl!. VI. 2111; XVI. fWI.) 
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'" 111m I':.\!'; I ho Uh'cctOl' alltl ()ulllll:il ot' Nil/I' .NI~tllf!r- l'reambl .. 

lallil lu'e C1'cllihly illlil1'llll'" alltl ul'pl·ir.cII that hem 
QIIllthel'" within this l'l'CI\"ilico not olily lll'O (}UllVCII-

ticles U1uIl\lectings beltl, hut ulso that 80mo tlll(Jual
Well persolls in sllch ]\[cctillgs assllme lho ministCl'inl 
ollico, tho expolllillilig ullli oXl'hmutiou of the Holy 
worll of God, without heing culled 01' apl'oillletl 
thereto hy ecclcsiastical or civil authol"ily, which is 
in direct conh'u\'lmtiOIl ntH} opposition to I ho general 
Oivil mHI li}ccle~iusticl\l. order ot' 0111' J,'ulhCl'lullll, 

besides that, mallY 11mlgerOtlS lIerolJies and Schisms 
are to bo apprehl!lltlell fWIll such lIIanller of mect.illgs. 
Therefore, tho Direclur OClwl'ul mHt (Jollllcil aforesaid 
JICl'tlhy absolutely "1111 eXIII'llssly till'hitt all such Cou
vCllticlllS allli Meetillgs, whelhcl' public or pl'ivatc, 
differillg 1'\'01\1 the customary, ntHlllot ollly luwful but 
scl'il,hll'ully founded lUlll ol'llaim~cl Meetillgs of tho 
Ret'orllwcl Divino Service, 8S this if! ohsCl'vetl and 
enforced, accordiug to lho SYlloIl of J)orll'ecltt, in this 
Oounh'y, in our J·'a 1.11 cl'l 1\1\(1 1\1)(1 other Ueformed 
Ohnrchos ill BIIT01IC, mulcr the I'tmalty of 0110 hun
dred pounds 1.'lemish 10 ho fol'feilcll by all thoso who, 
heing unqualified, tulw upon t.hemselves, cHllcl' on 
Sundays or other days, nny oflice wheth.r of Preacher.· 

• 

ReUlIIolle 
"et'tlun! 
ulhp.r lha. 
thlltit' ut 
Itp.lurn.ed 
UUld, 
t:h1lrt·h. 
Jl,ublbltecL 

, h",,,.IUIec1 
l'r'~Df'ht'rI 

tl'I'·"· """ur 100 
lltJuudM. 
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t' .... "'I\I1~ 
" .... I"lhIK ftt 
"Iwh M,·t>I· 
'"M'~ h' IlI~V 
.fllle(IIL~ 

'.n\\' IIlIt ttl 

;~I~:~II'!~;I::; o. 
H,·lf.:I.11l 
ultt'"." 
.n~II .. ,il In 
.-lutlh·rl, 

Or In 
I'rh'nlft 
iii 1111 1)' 
WUlHhll', 

I.A. tn nflt 
lUlhll"'''I'f • 
tlu'u".11 • 
fIIttth .. 
J'ro\'lul:e. 

I.AWl; 0[" 

JtI'atlN' 01' Aing~r, in RI\I~h l\rel\lillg" IIifl'm-illg frulll 
lim f:lIslolIIl\I'Y allll JI'gal ARSCIII hlil~S. Hilt! !!Ii Iikll 
l,ollllds 1.0 ho li,rl ... ·itell hy (lVI'I'Y (111(', wlwl hm' 1\11111 or 
Wmll:UI, lIlul'riml 01' 1111 III lU'I'ied , who is ';'111111 ill 811eh 
Meclillgs. 'I'lto Dh'('clllr 04J\1cral allli (Jullllcil 110 lIot, 
IUI\\'(l\'IH', hCl'l'hy iulel"l allY cOlIstl'Hillt of c(lllSCiellC8 
ill violal iOIl or I'I'IWi(lllsly grulllllll l'all,"ls, lI11r to 
I'l'Ohihit t.ho I'(~:ulillg of (loci'!! Holy WOl'lI, Family 
l'rnyl!I's alii 1 \V()\'Ishi/l, I'al~h ill· I,ili llOlISdllJltI, out 
nil 1","lie 1\\111 )1I'i\'atll OIllI\'lmlie/l'R IlIIII Meelillgs. 
whelhl'" ill pllillie nt' I'l'i\'uto hlllises, 11ifJ(!I'iug li'oUl 
tho J'f!I"'at Ililly lIIell tinllcd cllstllllllll'y IUIiI 4)1'1lailled 
Hcflll'lIlPll H.llli~illll. 

J II Il\'Ilm' IIIHI, I his lIIay hl'lIccfm'wllI'll ho 1I11~ hetter 
ohsl'l'\,l'cl Hlll1 ohl'ycll, allll Ihat 110 olle (1I'lltelllt igll()O 
raneo I hl'I'I~lIf, tim Hi"I'elm' (ltmcntl IlUI( COllncll 
cOlllmallll theil' ]"iRcal allli tlUl IIII'twittl' 1\Jn~islmtc. 

IUIlI Ahel'in~ to I'lIhlish allIl Cllllse to hll l'uhlished 
thCRO presents everywhero within this l'l'uvinco IlIld 

to elluse them to h., ex~clltell ngniliRt tlu,Oolllm\'c-
I 

IlIlrR, tho nlOl'~ cS(lcciall,v flS Wfl (ind slIdl III IWl'lain 
In II", latllllll' IIf (lod, Iho Ild"allecllwnl, of tho H.e
fnt'lI\ell HI'Ii~ill" nlllt tho gt~lIcl':l1 pcace, h;u'lIloll'y IUIII 
wellbeing of I ho COlIllt.ry. 

'1'11118 IlOilO, resolvell, 1'(,SlIlIIeli I\l\It 4m:wh!ll ill I''t,rt 
.Alllllt(·I'(I«1II ill New N'ltI,eri(ulll thill ji'i!'st of Fobl'llllry, 
A 0 1 filifi. 

NtlTP..-·-'I'lw pre""rlillJ( 1.aw WW4 ainll . .'d 1lg1l11l!~t tho 1I111,,1 .... II.t.ml8 
of IIli""rll",,.u (IInw Nowt .. w,,) r •. r., a",1 th" !.ullllm", .... r New 
A 1Il8/r,·t/,uII, 

011 tho II; ,filII" 1I1r..I, Ihe Jt(,v. I\f" .... "". ltfrgtl}>fJI ... , .••.• lu"t iJria/IU, 

l\IilllAtorll nf N,." • ... 111 .• ""'.1",,. """'1,1,,1"011 let tho HiI'I','C"r ,,,,,II'tJllllcll 
tllIl'. HI/,,'o the tl0pllrturo nr Ihll )tflV, !\fr, 1I1''''''1! frn'" Mitlolr.lb"rf/A, 
110",,, IIf th" 1 "hnhitant" or thnt tnwlI IIIUI, l"u"I(" o"tiroly 1II",llIllilleol, 
"r"~U""'11 tn " .. Itt C .. nv""I"· ... " nr nolil(in,," JII",'lilll(" ","I tn lid 
in thl"" ,~~ I\Ill1i~CI1l'" nl' III1l ':""1"'1, wh"fI"1} , ... 'hl"l( ,.I~ .. ,,,,,,,d be 
OXIH.".,·,IChR" ,,.lI\rr,,IA, ('""fUHI"" ",,·,1 IIiMtlr,l .. r h .. lh III I'hurdl and 
HI .. ", in nu\l pili"". 11,,,1 a 1 .. ,,1 ".111111'"' to .. , ".'r \llIrl .... r I hu 1'",.\·lull8. 

'n ... y, 'hl'ro·li,,..,, ""IIII'"to,1 that .... 11101''''\'11'1<111 loll ",,"Iu 1II(lI111Nt MUch 
1I111ir.enllf.'d proccCl1tng!!. The l!uhJcct WaH rcncwuoJ 011 tho ltlth or th. 
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.Before the COllDCil Appeared UPOD summODS John TmD1Uen4, who being questioned, whether 
he had not gone, while at Vli,lingen, with the Clerk Edwa,rd Hart to the honae of Edward 
Farrin~n. and had not persuaded Edwat'd Farrin~ton to sign the foregoing remonstrance, 
answered that he had beeD at Vluaingm and visited Farrin.gt.on, being an old acquaintance, but 
bad not persuaded him to sigo anything. 

Further questioned, whether he had been at Grave8e11.d with the banished Quakere&8, he 
answered he had been at OraW$end, but not in her company. 

As there are other lnapiciou8 indications, that the Mid TOllJTI¥1td was friendly to the Quakers, 
he is given the choice either to go to prison, until the Fiscal shall have further informed bimself 
on this point or to give bail for tweh'e pound sterling, that he will appear upon the .. 'iscal'l sum
mons i he promised to give bail, which he has done as the records prove. Date as .bove (10'" 
Jauuary.) 

15Uo of January 1658. 
Henry TmD1UeM, who on the 8~" inst. had been summoned for reason8 stated in the reso

lution of that day, appeared before the Council this day ILDd the Fiscal NicaaiU8 d~ Sine, as law
officer, demanded by word of month, that, 88 the said Henry Toumsena had before now and 
again Jatt'Jy trall>'grc;;sed and difoC)beyed the placats of the Director-General and Council in lodging 
,111.1 keeping with the sed called Quaker,;, which he openly acknowledges, the said Henry 
T()/lJn,~e/il1 f~r the stated r(~;I.5(1n,; should be condellllled to 1\ fine of olle hundred pound" J<'lernit;h, 
as all t'X.llIIlllc f.)" other tr;lII::.grc:;:,.>!'::> and contumaciolls offenders of good order and the pla,cats 
of the Vircctor·Gt'IICrill and Council in .New .I.\'etl,,;r/and. 

Having heard the de maud of the Fiscal and the confession of the said /lenry TOllJ",end, 
tire Dit'cctor-General and Council of ...'VetO Netherland, administering the law in the name of 
their High: Might: the Lords States General of the United lIetherlalld8 and the Lords Directors 
of the Priv. W. 1. Company condemn said Henry TOlln18eM to a tinc of 3006, to be applied 
as di"ccted by law, he to remain in prison, until the fine has been paid with the costs and 
lIIises of law as an example to others, 

Done in Coutlcil, the 151h of January l6b8. 
P. STUYVltS.urr. 
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Fort Orangc! BC\"Cfswyck 

Swancndael 
o~ 

J Sound 
I faYl" • LoYlg S ----

Five Dutch Villages 

Breukclcn (Brooklyn) 
Amersfoort (Flatlands) 
.\1idwout (Flathush) 
Nicuw Utrecht 
Boswyck (Bush wick) 

Five En(!lish \"illa(!cs 
~ ~ 

~1iddelburg C~ewtown) .. 
Gravesande (Gravesend) 
Heemstede (Hempstead) 
Vlissin(!cn (Flushing) .. .. 
Rustdorp (janlJica) 



Lesson 5: Quakers 

Objectives 

1. Students will be 
aware of the status 
and position of the 
Quakers in New 
Netherland. 

2. Students wiJl be 
aware of difference 
in speHing between 
the 20th and the 17th 
century. 

3. Students wiJl be able 
to identify with one 
Quaker in New 
Netherland. 

Activites 

1. Distribute or explain orally infonnation on "The Life and 
Times of John Bowne"; this can be done oraUy by teacher. 

2. Divide p 128-134 in fragments and distribute to pairs. 
Have students read in pairs the transcribed text of John 
Bowne's diary (it may be helpful to have students read 
text aloud). 

3. Have students, in pairs, complete the foJJowing 
assignments: 

a. In which part of John Bowne's life did your 
document take place? 

b. Where did the events in the document you read take 
place? 

c. Describe in your own words what happened. 
d. Mention some differences in John Bowne's spelling 

and the modern American spelling. 
4. In class discussion, 

a. have students put the various document 
fragments in the right time order. 

b. point out that the transcription is the first part of 
the· process of publication of New Netherland 
documents. The Dutch documents will, after 
being transcribed, have to be translated. 

Resources 

1. Herbert F. Ricard 
(trans cr. & ed.), Journal 
of John Bowne 1650-
1694, (New Orleans, 
1975); fragments. 

2. A. Kupka, The Life and 
Times of John Bowne 
(Flushing). 

UNIT III: DIFFERENT RELIGIONS 
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THE LIFE AND TIMES 

OF 

JOHN BOWNE 

BY 

AUGUST KUPKA 

FLUSHING HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

FLUSHING. NEW YORK 

I N 1649 Thomas Bowne. his son John 
Bowne and his daughter Dorothy 
visited Boston, Mass. The year af

ter their arrival John Bowne returned 
to England to attend to some impor
tant bm::nl'!ls. In 1651 he again came 
to Boston. In the meantime his father 
had learned of the settlements in the 
New Netherlands and became inter
ested in thl' village called Vlissingen 
by the Dutch, later known as Flush
ing. He now sent John Bowne and his 
brother-in-law, Dorothy's husband, Ed
ward Farrington, to see how the land 
lay. 

- Upon reaching Flushing they found 
!\Orne English people had settled there, 
including their kinsman, Thomas Far
rington. 

In 1655 the Bowne's settled in 
Flushing, the exact bounds of their 
land are not known but were approxi
mately the Northern Boulevard on 
the north. Sanford Avenue on the. 
south, Union Street on the west, and 
Murray Street to the east; an area 
which extended over part of what 
later bl'eame the village. At the time 
the Bowne's settled in Flushing con
ditions were very primitive indeed. 
There were only about a dozen houses 
on the turnpike or main road which 
I'trrtched eastward from Flushing 
Creek. Retail trade was conducted 
principally with boatmen who trans
ported farm produce to New Amster
dam (later named New York) and 
hrought back goods ordered by the 
shippers of the farm produce; one of 
these boatmen carried a stock of goods 
on a sloop. In 1657 a small retail 
store was established where farm 
products were traded for a few neces
saries of life that could not be raised 
from the soil. 

The earliest known physician in the 
settlement was Dr. Henry Taylor, an 
Englishman who began his practice 
about the year 1675. Dr. Rodman, 
physician, minister and farmer, came 
later on. 

John Bowne was born at Matlock, 
England, on May 9th, 1627. On May 
7th, 1656. Bowne married Hannah 
Fealce. (Thompson in his Hilltort/ of 
Long Island states: "He married Han
nah, daughter of Robert Field of the 
Society of Friends"). They lived with 
hiM father, Thomas Bowne. in the 
huu!;e built when they settl'.!d in 
Flushing. 

Wild life abounded. An unusual in
rident in an encounter Thomas Bowne 
had with a bear is related by Cornelia 
M. Parsons in the "Quaker Cross," 
If, ..• ,." '" ,,~. "".~,. fo John Bowne'. 

house, then in course of construction, 
when he met the bear on the outskirts 
of the woods. Seeing the creature, hi. 
jaws wide open, making ready for at
tack. he bethought himself of his 
crutch lind thrust it down the bear's 
t.hroat, killing it. 

The Indians were Algonquins and 
of the MaUnecoc clan, which inhabited 
the westerly end of the north shore of 
Long Island. They were peaceable 
and dwelt in amity with the colonists; 
lived principalIy by fishing and hunt
ing and on the shellfi5h which were 
plentiful. Some of them were engaged 
in the manufacture of wampum from 
the shells. Salt hay, which grew ex
tensively on the FlUshing meadows, 
was cut and utilized by them. 

At this time religious feeling was ., 
running high, with· an official state 
religion in most countries, whose ten
ets were strictly enforced, There was 
religious tolerance in the Netherlands 
although it abo had a State Church, 
the Dutch Reformed Church. 

About this time, to be more specific, ~ 
in the year 1649, George Fox founded 
the religioUS Society of Friends in 
England, popularly known as the 
Quakers. Fox's creed was simple. It 
exhorted the people to lead a ,·irtuou.s 
life, recognized no affinity between 
learning and religion, had no ritual. 
rejected all that is formal, and no 
ordained ministry. Exalted the guid
ance of the holy spirit or an inward 
light; to this end it is the custom for 
Quakers to have silent meditation at 
their meetings. But gentle, generouS 
and kindly as· they are today, many 
of the early Quakers followed the 
methods of George Fox, forcing their 
conception of Christianity on unwill
ing listeners and often disturbing the 
peace and thereby they caused much 
trouble to the authorities in maintain
ing law and order, 

They came to all of the American 
colonies, including the New Nether
land. When a party of Quakers land
ed in the town of New Amsterdam, 
they were very aggressive, haranging 
against steeple houses (churches), the 
priesthood, and the powers that be In 
general, creating scenes of disorder. 
Although not treated as harehly as in 
New England, the sect was for this 
reason regarded as n problem by the 
authorities and disliked almost every
where. 

The rules of the West India Com
pany regarding religious services were 
based upon an old law of the Nether
lands which forbade any other church 
than the Dutch Reformed. Director 126 



PI·ter Stuyvesant, feeling his respon
sil)i1ity to the West India Company to 
enforce this rule and yielding to the 
pressure of the clergy, came into con· 
flict at first. with the Lutherans, then 
the Baptists. and finally also with the 
Quakers. 

Hannah. the wife of John Bowne, 
was a Quaker and Bowne. after at· 
tending some of the meetings lind 
upon bein~ "convinced of the truth 
and principles they held," also be· 
came a Quaker. 

In 161H. with the size of John 
Bownc'~ family increasing, they need
ed more room and Bowne built a house 
of his own on Bowne Street at the 
corner of Thirty-seventh Avenue (Fox 
Lane), the present Bowne House. This 
house was occupied by descendants of 
Bowne until the year 194-5, when as 
II climax to thc tercentenary celebra
tion of thp. foundinlr of )o'lul'hing, Su
preme Court Justice Charles S. Colden, 
chairman nf the committee, and a 
group of his townsmen raised the 
runds to huv the house. It was dedi
('aled on O~tobt'" 19. 1945. the 300th 

, anniversar)' of the founding of Flush
inl!'. and has since been open to the 
Jlublic with no charge for admission. 

In 1662. upon completion of the 
Bowne Hou~e. the Quakers who had 
h('cn holding their m('etings in a little 
cll'Bring hiddl.'n from the high road, 
w"re invited hy Bowne to meet in the 
Bowne house. It WIIS not long before 
II complaint of violating the- order of 
Dir('ctor General Stuyvesant and the 
council n'~ar,ling religious conventi
cles was lod~cd agaimt him, and on 
~"Jlt('mber 14th he was found guilty 
and fined. al:"o charged to ahlltnin 
from holding ~\Ich meetin~s in the 
future. undt·r penalty of douhle the 
tine, and upon a third conviction be 
I'nnished from the colony. Bowne re
fu~(·d to pa~' the fine and was impris
nn .. d in :'IIew Amstt'rdam; finally he 
was 11l'nt to ITofland for a henring be
:",,(' I!" It: n"t "f" n: fl", "'t·~t India 
Compnnr. After considl'rinl!' his caSe 
the nir.'dor~. in their decision, said 
in part II~ f •. llow~: "Although it is our 
('o"dinl .It·.ir,· that "imilar and other 
"~r.tllrian~ mil!ht not he found there. 
~· .. t as the ('olltran l'c('ms to be the 
case. we doubt very much if vigorous 
nroc,·,·din~s ouzht not to he discon
tinurd .... Wherefore it is our opin
ion that .ome ('onni\'ance would he 
u~erul that the conl'cil'nc('s of men. at 
h·a~t. (lu~ht to remnin free and un
shllckled. Let e\'er~'one be unmoll'sted 
a~ 10nJ! as hi" ('(HlIiurt in It political 
~en!le ill unimpel1chahle, all lonlf as ho 

doe!! not disturb othen or oppose the 
government." 

Thereafter the Quakers continued to 
hold their meetings In the Bowne 
House until the Quaker Meeting 
House was erected in 1694 on North
ern Boulevard, west of Union Street •. 
It is stU! used for religious services 
and is the oldest house of worship on 
Long Island .. At the time it was built 
Quakers not being recognized in law, 
the title to the property was at first 
taken in the name of John Bowne and 
John Rodman, later by the Society of 
Friends in 1797 after the establish
ment of our republic. 

In season when the weather per
mitted the larger Quaker meetings 
were held in the open air. George Fox, 
the founder of the Society of Friends, 
villited America in 1672. He came to 
Flushing, the guest of John Bowne, 
and preached under two large oak 
trees which became known as the Fox 
Oaks. After the meeting was over all 
we-re invited to partake of Bowne's 
hospitality on his lawn across the lane 
from the Oaks. 

The Fox Oaks were estimated to 
be over 400 years old. in size they 
mea~ured about sixteen feet in cir
cumference two feet from the ground. 
The Flushing Historical Society has 
placed a granite monument at the 
place where they stood. 

HANNAH BOWNII 

After the. visit of George Fox, Han
nan Bowne decided to become a Quak
er preacher, and made two religious 
vil.its to England in 1675. In August, 
1676. John Bowne joined his wife 
:Ihroad; together they travelled 
through parts of Great Britain and 
later joined Willian Penn tlnd GeorgI! 
Fox on a preaching tour of Holland 
and Germany. Hannah Bowne fell iII 
on their return to London and died in 
December, 1677. In 1683 John Bowne 
hecnme the fir~t Treasurer of Queens 
County. New York. 

John Bowne was thrice married. ITis 
fir~t wife, as mentioned heretofore. 
was ITannah Feake, his second wife 
wa~ Hannah Bickerstaff, and the third 
wife was Mary Cock. 

John Bowne had thirteen children. 
The~e children were: By Hannah 
~('akc -1st, John. who died young; 
2nd. Elizabeth. who was married to 
M. John Prier. then Samuel Titus; 
~rd. Abigail. married to Richard Wil
lets: 4th. Hannah, married to Benja
In inField; 6th, Samuel. married to 
l\Iary Becket; 6th, Dorothy. married 
to Henry Frankl)'n; 7th, Martha, mar· 

ried to Joseph Thorne. By his second 
wife, Hannah Bickerstaff. whom he 
ma.rried on February 12, 1679 - 8tb 
child. ~arah; 9th, John; 10th. Thom
as; 11th, John, married to Elizabeth 
Lawrence. By his third wife. Mary 
Cock, whom he married on April 26, 
1693 - 12th child, Amy, married to 
Richard Hallett, and the 13th child, 
Ruth, born 1695. after the death of 
John Bowne. 

NOTE: As to repetition of name 
John -It was the practice to try and 
carryon the given name of the father; 
if the child died the name- was given 
to the next son that was born. 

Family trees of Bowne have been 
made but none brought up to date. 
The most eminent de~cendant of John 
Bowne was Walter Bowne, Mayor of 
New York City from 1828 to 1833. 

John Bowne died at Flushing on 
October 20, 1695. 
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month in ye year 167) 
befour Martha wee had a sonn still born and after 
her another sonn stillborn in Dublin scittie (city) 
Iarla (Ireland). 

Fol. 49 

in the yeare l~~2 nustil56 on the first day of 7th 
mo~th.Reso~ued the scout Came to my house att 
v11sh1ng w1th a company of meen with sords and onns 
(where I was ten~~ng my wife being sike in bed ~nd 
my yongest Child sike in my armes which was both 
soe III that wee watched too or three with them) 
hee tould.mee I must goe with him to the general159 
I tould hlm my famiely was not in a condishon for 
~ee to leu them hee seagohee could not helpe that 

ee must ~olow ?is order but would not show it 
mee s?e 1t beelng to late to goe that day hee 
left hls men there and went to drinking in the 
towne and Came age~ in the night and with him the 
scout of. the toune before whome I demanded his 
order Whlch.hee den~ed before many people but at 
last I say It by whlch order hee was to take such 
as hee should find in vnlawfull meetings6G b t 
found mee in non u 

Fol. 49 verso 

s?e I tould him I did deny to goe one fout with 
hlm by vertu of that order hee sead then hee 
~OUld bynd mee hand and fout and Carie mee I 
bould him hee might doe what hee was suferd but 
Y that order hee oght not. to carie mee a way 

hoe the.next da~ like a wicked hard-harted man 
mee ca:1ed mee ln a bott to monhatons leueing 
cy famlly ig that condishon and put mee in t~e 
nort a gard ) before the gouerners dore soe the 
text day seeing the gourner a bout to take horse 
disent ~he sargant of the company to tell him I 
m d desler to speke a few words with him soe the 
h~ cam~ and tould mee in Duch and shewed mee by 
otS actlons that the generall sead It I would put 

my hatt and stand bare heded hee would speake 
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with mee I tould him I could not vpon that grount64 
soe hee sent mee word agen then hee could not speke 
with mee soe the solgers did breke out in lafter at 
itt 

Fo1. 50 

then the next day being the Cort day65 the scout 
feacht mee to the Cort where I thinke before my 
body was in there viwe within the Chamber dore the 
gouerner bad mee put of my hatt but before I could 
make anser he bad the scout take itofe then hee 
asked mee about meetings and after some words seayd 
I had broken there law soe hee caled for it and 
read it to mee wherein hee termed the saruants of 
the logg to be heriticks decuers (deceivers) se
dUsers or such like and then asked mee if I 
would deny that I had kept meetings I ansered I 
should not deny meetings but that I had kept such 
meetings or enterteaned such persons as hee there 
read of I did deny for I could not owne them to 
bee such but hee would not reson it at all then 
hee seaid but will you deny meetings I anserd I 
shall nether deny nor afeairm will you put vs to 
prouit {prove itj seaid hee I sead nay I shall 
not put you to prouing but if you haue any thing 
agenst mee you may actt heare I ame in your hands 
redy to 

Fol. 50 verso 

to sufer what you shall bee suferd to in flict 
vpon mee or to that porpose soe ye gourner put 
by all resoning and they spake to mee to pase 
forth I seaid I was willing first to giue them 
to vnderstand the Condishon of my family and the 
Cruelty of bringing mee soe from them soe when 
I had declard it to them I sead now doe you Jouge 
at whose hands it will be requierd if the sufer in 
my apsance the gouerner sead at yours soe being 
spokne too I was going a way and too or three of 
them spake to mee to take my hatt which I did not 
intend to leueso it lying by the dore I tooke it 
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and went to the Cort a gard a genn and the scout 
came a lite} after and tould mee when I had pead 
a hundrd and fifty gilders I myght go home I asked 
him what I must doe till then hee sead I must 
tarie there in that plase 

Fol. 51 

soe the next morning hee came and gaue mee a writ
ing in duch and tould mee the gogerner had sent 
mee a copy of the Corts sentence 7 hee was not a 
shame? of what ~ee6~id and if I would I might 
haue It in engllsh ·it was that for such and 
such things I was fined and must pay a hundrd and 
fifty gillders and charges and other particelers 
what must follow if I did soe a genn I tould him 
I could pay nothing vpon that acount soe I was 
kept there till the 25 day of that month then 
came the fisgall and scout in great rage demanded 
of mee to anser the Cort sentenc which I denyed 
as before soc I was prsantly carid or garded a 
waey to the dengon and there put a stricket 
char~e being giuen to the ~ard of solders which 
was by both day and [nightJ to let no body com at 
mee or speke with mee soe I was kept ther and 
alowed no thing but cors bread and water that they 
knew of till the 

Fol. 51 verso 

6th day of the 8th month then Came the scout 
about the midel of the day and hee Calling to mee 
bad mee to make vp my beding I must goe to another 
place soe I was brought to69he State hous and 
there put in the pison roum where I haue remain
ed til this 19th of the 9th mont?Obeing the 4th 
day of the weeke and yet remaine here. the dors 
being open some times for a weeke together some 
times more some times lese both day and night. 
sometimes locked vp for a litel space about which 
time and since I here dayly of great thretenings 
what is intended to bte done to mee at the Comeing 
home of the gouerner7 which is looked for speedely 
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this morning Nickolis Dauels12 Came here this 22th· 
of the 9th month being the last day of the weeke 
Ould Style 

Fol. 52 

soe it continewed till the 6th day of ;he next 
weeke in the morning then the fisgall ) gaue or
der to locke mee vp and sead it. was the gouerners 
order alIso but at night it the dore was sett open 
agen and the next morning nicholis daues went a 

::~tb:i~~yy:yl~:!r~~ri;n~~eR:~:~~ h~~:s~~'4d~d 
John hudson to grauesand and left my wife with 
mee shee went a way the next secend day morning 
being the Ith day of the 10th month Ould Style 
then on the 5th day of the weeke the 4th day of 
the month came Resolued and tould mee hee came then 
from the gouerner and Cort to tell mee that If I 
would not pay the fyne and char~es they was resolued 
to send mee out of the Countery ~ ether to holland 
or some where 

Fol. 52 verso 

then on the 6th day of the weeke the dore was 
locked but opened at night to let in friends and 
the next marning to let them out but since 1 haue 
not had libertie to goe out of the roume this day 
being the 3th of the weeke the 9tg of the month the 
fisgall tould Liddiea bowne that? the will send 
mee for holand wh~n the shippe goeth that night 
I rit to Stinwick71 to goe to the gouerner to tel 
him I desierd to come to the court to speke for 
my selfe soe on the 5th of the weeke in ye morn
ing gouer1~ and Stinwick went and tould the gouer
ner which hee did refuse to grant but sead I should 
ether payor goe soe I writ home for a chist and 
Clothes which came 

Fol. 53 

downe sowne after then on the 16th of the mont 
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the 3 day of the weeke at night came william leue
ridg79 to aske mee if I would exsepte of the gou
erners pro fer which was to goe out of the Jurie
dicktion in J months tim which if I would promis 
to doe hee would engage I should bee set free the 
nex day I tould him the gouerner had made no 
such profer to mee but If I might come to ye speech 
of him then If hee did aske mee a queston I should 
be like to make anser for I did desier to speke 
with the gouerner my selfe soe hee sead hee would 
speke with the gouerner a gene the next morning 
a~d ~8 the m~ring sead soe a genn at gorge wol
Sles .and dld goe too him 

FoL 53 verso 

as him selfe sead and being asked by Ro.bert 
terietll and gorge wolsie of it hee sead hee had 
for got it and soe went away home now whether 
hee lyed in saying hee would and did not or wheth
er in doeing and seaying hee had not don but for
got I know not but at the best it was ad innough 
and that marning betimes cornnel~s Stinwick tould 
Robert terie that the seccretary 2 him selfe had 
tould him that marning that I was free but pre
sently after I was kept Closer thin euer I was 
before in this roume whether william Leueridg was 
the case of it I cannot tell then on the first 
day of the weeke the 21 of the 10th month Came 
the scout in the marnlng and asked mee if the 
should lett mee haue liberty to goe see my wife 
and friends whether I would promis to Come there 
a gen on the J day at euening I tould him yea if 
the lord would or else hee sead the gouerner 
would sett mee free 

Fol. 54 
If I would promis to remoue my selfe and fame lie 
out of his Juriedicshon in'a months time but I 
Could not make any such promis Boe I had liberty 
to goe home then on the J day of the weeke before 
my time was out I came to monadose (Manhatt~1 and 
went amongst the marchants by the weay house , and 

2; 

Stinwicke went with mee to his house and as hee 
did knock at the dore resolued came by Boe Stin
wicke spake to him to tel the gouerner I was come 
and to aske him If I might haue (liberty) to bee 
abrod in the toune and I spake to him also and hee 
torned himselfe about vpon his heele and lafed and 
seemed to byte his tong and wonder its like hee 
thoght I would not haue come agene soe I pased too 
and agen in the towne all that wee~g out and could 
here nothing what they did in tend but when I 
asked any queson about it I was bid lett it a lone 
a while and my Chist Clothes and bedding was kept 
still in the prison then on the (secoJnd day of 
the next weeke the 29th of the lOth month the 
sh·ipe being falne (fallen; Le. anchored off shore 
preparatory to sailing) downe the day before the 
bott Came vp to fech the pasengers abord 

Fol. 54 verso 

soe I walked to the bridge85 where the bott lay 
be case I was not willing to bee out of sight and 
there meeting with resolued I asked him If hee had 
any thing to say to mee from the gouerner ~ee 
seayd hee should tell mee presantly soe a lltel 
after hee came and tould mee I must get a Cart 
and featch my things from the prison and put them 
in the bott Boe I anserd him somthing too it and 
tould him I did desier to speke with the gouerner 
my selfe soe being free to take that opertunyty 
to haue my things out of prison I got a,Cart and 
brought my things and put them in the wlddow 
wesels houseab nere where the bott lay and t~en 
went to my lodging to write a letter to my wlfe 
and while I was a writing it the scout came and 
tould mee I might speke with the gouerne~ If I 
had any bisenis with him soe I went to hlS hou~e 
and was caled in to a pryvet roume where hee wlth 
one of his writers was a writing to send for 
holand and was very bisie as hee tould mee 

Fol. 55 
Soe I tould him I hard hee rnent to send mee away 
in the shipe and I did desier to know wherefore 
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soe hee tould mee becase I did not anser the sen
tence of the Corte soe I asked him if that was 
onely and a lone the ease hee sead yea then I de
sierd hee wuuld giue it mee soe vnder his hand that 
If any should aske mee I myght haue it to shew soe 
after some more words hee went to writing him selfe 
and then ~aue it to his secetary to writ feare 
and then set his name to it and the secetary alsoe 
then the gaue it mee but it was not in those words 
as wee had spoken I alsoe asked him what the shipe 
master should doe with mee hee tould mee put me 
ashore ether in holland or anywhere where the shipe 
put in or to that porpose hee speake then after 
some words to seuerall things hee tould mee hee was 
very bisie and if wee should talke til the morow 
marning hee thoght wee should doe one another no 
good but hee caried him selfe very moderate to 
mee all that time and sead if I would promis to 
goe out of the Juriedicshon in three months time 
hee would sett mee free 

Fo1. 55 verso 

soe after I had spoken something as to my inoscen
cy towards them and how clere I was from desier
ing any hort vnto them or any reuenge vpon them 
for any thing the had done agenst mee the gouer
ner anserd I thank you for it and Caled mee good
man bowne soe not haueing forder liberty I pased 
away soe that night my things was put in the bott 
but by who I know not then on the J day of the 
weeke57 when the peeple was redy to goe the scout 
put mee in the bott and soe I was Caried a bord 
then the 4th day of the weeke being the JIst day 
of the tenth month ould style (December} wee set 
seall about the midel of the day and went out to 
sea and for nere a fortnight wee had for the 
most part very hard wether in which time wee had 
too sore stormes out of which the lord did won
derfully deliuer vs presed (praisedl bee his 
name for euermore 
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then it beeing a bout the full of the mowne it 
sett in very fine wether and did Continewe 7 or 
8 days the wind being very constant at south then 
the 21 of the month it bloed hard on the 22 alsoe 
that day wee say a seal before vs standin the same 
Corse as wee did soe wee put out our topseals & 
the pout out theres soe wee thengking them to bee 
english made all the seale wee could and put out 
our flag becas wee would haue spoken wit~8them 
then the put out french Colers all white and at 
night stea~ and spake to vs and sead the came from 
Cristofors 9 the next day wee say them to the wind 
wards of vs and another to lewerd which wee thought 
came from england the past by towards the westward[ 
then the next day wee say the french ship a gen be
ing the 24 of the 10 (should be 11) mOij2h •the last 
day of the we eke that day wee sounded 1n hopes 
of ground 

Fol. 56 verso 

but found no ground then the wind came more a 
head and blew more and more then the french shipe 
came to vs agen nere night but the storm encresed 
soe that wee could not tell what one another sead 
soe it was a great storme for about J days then 
wee had somthing tolerable wether a gen but could 
(cold) and the wind still a genst vs soe the 
wind contined still contrarie and the wether could 
then at the begining of the 12 month (February) wee 
had a hard storm then the J day of the weeke be
ing the J allsoe of the month wee say a great shipe 
comeing to wards vs very nere soe oure flag went 
out then the put out the english Colers and stoud 
a way then the 4 day wee had fine Comfortable 
wether and the wind came at nor northwest soe that 
wee I thinkt could make good oure corse but it 
sowne changed a gen and blew very hard and was 
very rough wether til the 5 day towards night 
then it was tolerable that night and the 6 day 
was pritie good wether but the wind at northeast 
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the 3 day of the weeke at night came william leue
ridg79 to aake mee if I would exsepte of the gou
erners profer which was to goe out of the Jurie
dicktion in ) months tim which if 1 would promis 
to doe hee would engage 1 should bee set free the 
nex day I tould him the gouerner had made no 
such profer to mee but If I might come to ye speech 
of him then If hee did aske mee a queston I should 
be like to make anser for I did desler to speke 
with the gouerner my selfe soe hee sead hee would 
speke with the gouerner a gene the next morning 
and ~B the maring sead soe a genn at gorge wol
sies and did goe too him 

Fo!. 5) verso 

as him selfe sead and being asked by RO,bert 
terietll and gorge wolsle of it hee sead hee had 
for got it and soe went away home now whether 
hee lyed in saying hee would and did not or wheth
er in doeing and seaying hee had not don but for
got I know not but at the best it was ad innough 
and that marning betimes Cornnelft~ Stinwick tould 
Robert terie that the seccretary him selfe had 
tould him that marning that I was free but pre
sently after I was kept Closer thin euer I was 
before in this roume whether william Leueridg was 
the case of it I cannot tell then on the first 
day of the weeke the 21 of the 10th month Came 
the scout in the marnlng and asked mee if the 
should lett mee haue liberty to goe see my wife 
and friends whether I would promis to Come there 
a gen on the ) day at euening I tould him yea if 
the lord would or else hee sead the gouerner 
would sett mee free 

Fo!. 54 
If I would promis to remoue my selfe and famelie 
out of his Juriedicshon in'a months time but I 
Could not make any such promis soe I had liberty 
to goe horne then on the ) day of the weeke before 
my time was out I came to monadose (Manhatt~1 and 
went amongst the marchants by the weay house , and 

2) 

Stinwicke went with mee to his house and as hee 
did knock at the dore resolued came by soe Stin
wicke spake to him to tel the gouerner I was come 
and to aSke him If I might haue (li~erty) to bee 
abrod in the toune and I spake to h1m also and hee 
torned himse1fe about vpon his hee1e and lafed and 
seemed to byte his tong and wonder its like hee 
thoght I would not haue come agene soe I pased too 
and agen in the towne all that wee~a out and could 
here nothing what they did in tend but when I 
asked any que son about it I was bid lett it a lone 
a while and my Chist Clothes and bedding was kept 
still in the prison then on the (seco)nd day of 
the next weeke the 29th of the 10th month the 
sh'ipe be ing falne (fallen I 1. e. anchored off shore 
preparatory to sailing) downe the day before the 
bott Came vp to fech the pasengers abord 

Fo!. 54 verso 

soe I walked to the bridge85 where the b~tt lay 
becase I was not willing to bee out o~ s1ght and 
there meeting with reso1ued I asked h1m If hee had 
any thing to say to mee from the gouerner ~ee 
seayd hee should tell mee presantly soe a lltel 
after hee carne and tould mee I must get a Cart 
and featch my things from the prison and put them 
in the bott soe I anserd him somthing too it and 
tou1d him I did desier to speke with the gouerner 
my se1fe soe being free to take that opertunyty 
to haue my things out of prison I got a.Cart and 
brought my things and put them in the wlddow 
wesels house86 nere where the bott lay and t~en 
went to my lodging to write a letter to my wlfe 
and while I was a writing it the scout came and 
tould mee I might speke with the gouerner If I 
had any bisenis with him soe I went to his hou~e 
and was caled in to a pryvet roume where hee wlth 
one of his writers was a writing to send for 
holand and was very bisie as hee tould mee 

Fol. 55 
Soe I tould him I hard hee ment to send mee away 
in the shipe and I did desier to know wherefore 
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then it was very hard starme wether a gen till the 
10 day of the month the J of the weeke then it 
was tolerable weth (weather) but the wind still 
very Crose 

Fol. 57 

but that night a storme a gene the next marning 
a 1ite1 beter that was the 11 day a bout the 10th 
our wee say a shipe to 1ewerd of vs then towards 
niyght wee com nere them and when oure flage was 
out they put out the english Co11ers but the weth
er being rough and our shipe sealing with one 
maineseale would not stere well then wee had pre tie 
good wether that night the mowne was at the full 
and was much eclipced then the 12 day we could 
see the shipe all day but could not come at them 
the beeing gott to windward then that night bee
ing good wether wee made more sale soe the 1) day 
being the 6 day of the weeke wee could not see the 
shipe that day was good wether and the wind at nor
west fett not very good for vs wee was droue soe 
fore lfar} to the southerd but wee bore prety much 
sale that day then the 14 day was a very Comforth
able day but litel wind and it shifted from nor
west to west then to south west so wee was in 
hopes of a good wind and good wether 

Fol. 57 verso 

but in the euening it blew at south in the night 
at southest in the marning at east being the 15 
of the month the first day of the weeke and blew 
very frish betwixt east and southeast but in the 
after part of the day the wind came at south and 
southwest and there it seteld and fine moderate 
wether and soe did continew all night a braue top
seale gale and the 16 day maring allso but fogie 
then wee did sound agenn but had noe ground soe wee 
sea~ed brauely all day til towards night then we 
tooke in topseals and did heaue the lead a gen and 
had ground at 80 fadam that which came vp was 1itel 
thin graue1 stones the wether very fogie and wett 
and the wind blew fresh soe wee sealed very well 
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Jone BroksopplOl and went home with hir where I 
made my cheefest abyding while I stayed there then 
on the 2; day Jlbl T. ffowke 102 and I sett forth 
towards Yarke and came thethir the 21f day where wee 
found deare william dewsbery 0) peeter person104 
& many more sweete friends where wee steade till 
ye 27 day and gott home a genne to Jones the 28 
day then t~0529 day wee hade a meeting at John 
ffrettwells att stejB£ee there I tooke leue 
of deare Tlb. Jonel bl and many more friends 
and pased to mansefeeld with friends that night 
t~e )Ot~ d1~6I.went to nottinghame and saye wil-
11am smlth ln prison and lodge[d) 

Fol. 61 verso 

that night att John and hanna reckles107 166J 
(the year is written at top ot pagel ye 31th 
d~y I c~melBg lester {Leicester} wher I found 
~lll ~mlth of sylbee and a bout 5 more friends 
ln prlson then the 4th day of the 2 month 1 came 
t? 1on~8~ and tooke my lodgeing att John wolde-
rldges att the red Cooke in bow lane (very nere 
to Jer Robertses)l 0 from whence I tooke leue the 
2~ day and pased to grausend where I lOdged that 
nlght at the howse of Robert deay!ll then ye 24 
day I went a bard william williamsons shipe of 
ratterdam cali~ the ellena wee sealled that day 
to leey rode the 25 day the wind was prety 
g?Od and a bout the 2 or ) houre wee lost the 
s~ght of england thel 26 day about 10 the seamen 
dld seay the say land IJ but wee had litell wind 
this was ye first day of ye weeke that night wee 
got,in and cam to anker aboue the brillll~ ±he 27 
1 Wlth others went by land to modlin slucelI5 
there wee hyerd a wagin to carie vs to rotterdam 
and carne 

Fol. 62 

t[hrough several ver]ie fine townes and gott to 
rotterdame at mid day and staid ther that gight 
hen the 28 nere night BenJama(n) forelyIl and 
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I went out and did pase thrugh delf Ladne and 
harlam11? and in the morning on the 29 wee Came 
to amsterdame then the )0. day being the 51Y~y 
of the weeke wee went to the westindi bouse and 
liuerd (delivered) in my first paper 19 which was 
read and then left to a commitie befori2~home after 
much waiting. 14 days after deare W.C. and I was 
calld in the was verie moderate to vs did not speake 
one word agenst vs or (any] ot oure !r~ends in any 
perticeler one word tending to the llklng of any 
thing the gouer had done agenst me or any other but 
asked what wee did desier of them and when the vn
derstood our mynds the freely promised that next 
day my goods should bee deliuerd to mee but for the 
other thing choce not doe it of them selues but 
would speake of it to the company of whom wee must 
looke for anser this was [theJ 14th day of the 3 
month ould style then the next day wee came t? 
hauCe] the goods which was ordered to bee del:u
erd but after conSUltation mongst some vnderllngs 
the was denyed exept I would pay for my passage, 
this put me vpon a second writing to them which 
wee giue in 

Fol. 62 verso 

the 18th day ( J that day and the next ( ) 
allsoe then haueing had some [ ? ] with the march
ant a bout pas age (becase hee wanted pay for the 
first) att length hee promised mee that I ~hou1d 
haue pasage for my mony as well as others lf I 
gott a passe which all that went thither are to 
haue soe I went with others for a passe but hee 
deneyed to giue mee one exept hee h~d order from 
the Companie or some of them this dld put mee vp
on a J writing to them which I beeing alone sent 
in on the 25; day and after some [t]imel~lwas 
caled in and the man Calld Lord pergens (or. 
perkins) siting att ye head of the table aSk:d If 
1 would anie thing with them I sead I.had gluen 
in seueral writings to which I did deSler ther an
ser hee sead haue any furder to say by word of 
mouth I sead nay but that you would consider of 
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these things and doe therein as you wo~ld be done 
vnto then hee seaid if you please to wlth draw wee 
shall consider of them afterward I was cal~ agen 
then hee said the gentelmen here haue conslde:ed 
of yelthings and deslers to know whether you ln~end 
to goe to feach your wife or to sta~ there I ~ald 
nay I haue no intent to feach my wlfe and Chlld
ern here but to laber to maintaine ther as I vse 
[t]o doe but wee thinke seaid hee 

Fo!. 6) 

you was best to stay heare and sen[d} for.your 
wife and Childeren for wee doe not glue l~berty 
there I sead liberty was promised to vs In a 
patent giuen by vertue of a commision f:om the 
prince the stats generall and the westlndea Com
panie; hee seaid who gaue that patent gouerner 
kifiet122 oh seaid hee that was before any.or 
but few of your Judgment was harde of I seald . 
wee are known to bee a peseable peopl~ hee seald 
but if you bee a pesable people and wlllnot bee 
subject to the Laws and plak~dos which ar~ p~b
lished wee cannot sufer you In oure Juredlctlon 
I seaid it is good first to ~onsider whethe: that 
law or plackad that was publIshed b~e acordlng to 
Justis & righteousnesse or whether It be ~ot . 
quite contrarie to it and allso to tha~ llbertle 
promised to vs in our paten~ and I deSler ye . 
Companie would red or here It red I haue a cople 
of it by mee hee seaid if I would walke out a 
while the would a pritie time after the cald mee 
in a gen then hee standing vp sett a boul~ face 
on a bad case and tould mee the had.read It and 
considerd of it and did find it verle good and 
like it well the(n} after some words a bout it I 
seeing there wickednesse seaid what yo~ ar plesed 
to glue in anser to these things I desle~ to haue 
itt in writing vnder your hands nay seald hee .wee 
will giue you nothing vnder our hands but wee WIll 
draw up a writing of such 

Fol. 6) verso 
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partickelers as vnto which if you will sett your 
hand you may goe and dwell ther and alIso sead all 
those that will not be subject to that plakad and 
all other that ether are all redy or shall bee her
after made shallnotliue in oure Jurediction then 
it was concluded that I should come the next sittin€ 
being the 28th day to see there writing and to giue 
my anser to it when hee seaid I should haue them all 
to get her soe I and my friends came expecting an 
opertuniety of speech with them but had it not soe 
when the was risen the speker cald vSliD to another 
roume and gaue vs a bad paper in i~~h Y which I 
gott translated and left my anser ) in writing for 
them (in duch) after too of them perkins a and the 
advocate had red it and promisd to (de}liuer it in 
to the whole, soe after a month weait~ng of them 
att there howse a le~~n sittings being pritie clere 
of them I came a wa~ on the 30 day with deare 
w.c. (William CatonJ to John smiths at leyden and 
stayed there that night and the next day and night 
and the first day of the 4th month I parted with 
deare Will. Caton and came to rotterdam where I 
stayd one night and 2th day came a bord the same 
shipe (which carie~l~ee thither) about midday and 
gott to the brille 

Fol. 64 

then the 3 day being the 4 of ye weeke wee gott 
out and ride that night in sight of the brill then 
the 4 day wee went but litell for wee could see 
sealand lZealandJ most of the day soe wee seald 
that night but lltel wind, and com to anker 5th 
day feaire in sight of seland and had fine wether 
but litel wind and that right agenst vs then 
when the tyde torned wee sayled agen and lost 
sealand and wheen the tyde was spent wee ankerd 
in yew of flanders then on the 6th day marning 
wee sett seall and had a fine souterly wind and 
lost sight of land but was be calmed and cast an
ker a gaine til the tyde came for vs then wee sett 
sale a gain and towards euening wee say france and 
sowne after the sciper on the maine topp say eng-
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Lesson 6: Quakers 

Objectives 

1. Students will be aware of the 
personal religious struggle of a 
17th-century inhabitant of New 
Netherland. 

2. Students will be aware of the 
different view points on religion 
in the 17th century. 

3. Students will be aware of the 
difference between modem 
English and 17th-century 
English. 

Activities 

1. Divide p. 136-137 in four parts, name]y 

a. Stuyvesant's letter to the Directors of the 
WIC (Fn. 87) 

b. John Bowne's letter to the Directors (Fn. 
123) 

c. John Bowne's letter to his wife (Fn. 124) 

d. Letter from the WIC Directors to 
Stuyvesant (April 16, 1663) 

2. Distribute the above to groups, who complete the 
following assignments: 

a. At what time is the letter written? By 
whom and to whom is it addressed? 

b. State the main thought. 

3. With the class discuss the above in connection 
with the material provided in lesson 5. Put John 
Bowne's journey to Holland on the time line. 

Resources 

1. Herbert F. Ricard 
(transcr. & ed.), 
Journal of John 
Bowne 1650-1694 
(New Orleans, 1975); 
fragments. 

UNIT III: DIFFERENT RELIGIONS 
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n.s., "Whereas John Bowne obstinately declines 
to submit to the judgment of the Director Gen
eraland Council, so he is in conformity to the 
resolution of the 14th of December last, command
ed to depart from here in the ship the Fox now 
ready to sail, while it is once more left to his 
choice either to obey and submit to the judgment 
in paying the amende imposed upon him. or other
wise at sight of this to depart in the aforesaid 
ship." 
85. Three small bridges crossed the Ditch or 
Canal which flowed along present Broad Street. 
This one was near Bridge Street. 
86. Neeltie or Cornelia Wessels had an eating 
house and tavern which stood on Pearl Street. 
near Broad Street. 
8? On this day. Stuyvesant wrote an account of 
the proceedings against John Bowne for the Di
rectors of the West India Company. 
"Right Honorable. Worshipful Gentlemen. 

In our general letter we omitted to relate 
the troubles and difficulties which we and many 
of the good inhabitants some time ago met with 
and are still daily experiencing from the sect 
called Quakers in the country and chiefly in the 
English villages. where they establish and hold 
forbidden conventicles, contrary to the publish
ed ordinances and placards. thus disturbing the 
public peace, in such a way that several magis
trates and well affectioned subjects have at 
divers times remonstrated and complained to us 
about their insufferable obstinacy and their 
unwillingness to obey either orders or judgments. 
Among others we· have, on account of his trans
gressions, condemned one of their principal lead
ers, John Bowne, in accordance with the placards, 
in a fine of fl. 150 in seawan, for the payment 
of which he has been now under arrest for about 
three months, in spite of which he remains ob
stinate and continues to refUse to pay the same, 
so that we have at last resolved, or rather were 
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compelled, to send him out of the province by this 
ship, in the hope that others might thereby be dis
couraged. If by this means no cure or improvement 
is wrought in others, we shall against our inclina
tion be compelled to proceed against such persons 
in a more severe manrier, for which we first and 
previously solicit your Honor's wiser and farther 
seeing judgment. Wherewith. afte~ cordial saluta
tion. we commend your Honors to God's protection 
and remain, 

Worshipful and Right Honorable Gentlemen, 
Your Honors' Faithful servant, 

Fort Amsterdam. 
in New Netherland 
the 9th or January 1663" 
88. The white flag of the Bourbons, although ac
tually the royal flag, was frequently flown as the 
French national flag. 
89. St. Christophers or St. Kitts, a small island 
in the West Indies. 125 miles east and south of 
Porto Rico. 
90. Waterford. on the southeastern coast of Ire
land. 
91. Stephen and Rebecca Rich were Quakers living 
at Lazars Hill, Dublin. Lazars Hill, also called 
Lazy Hill. was so named for a leper hospital 
erected there. 
92. Elizabeth Gardiner, widow of John Gardiner. 
was among the first Quakers in Dublin. 
9). Holyhead. on Holyhead Island, just off the 
northwest coast of Wales. It is directly across 
the Irish Sea from Dublin. 
94. Westchester, the old name for Chester. 
95. Humphrey Woolrich. a staunch Quaker pam
phleteer. 
96. Quakers were confined in the House of Cor
rection at Middlewich, about twenty miles ~ast of 
Chester. 
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12). "Friends. the paper dr~wn up for me t~ sub
scribe I have perused and welghed. and do flnd the 
same not according to that engagement to me 
through one of your members, viz •• That he or you 
would do therein by me as you would be done unto, 
and not otherwise. For which of you being taken 
from your wife and family, without just cause. would 
be bound from returning to them unless upon terms 
to act contrary to your conscience. and deny your 
faith and religion, yet this in effect do you re
quire of me and not less. But, truly. I cannot 
think that you did in sober earnest ever think I 
would subscribe to any such thing. it being the 
very thing for which I rather chose freely to suf
fer want of the company of my dear wif~ and child
ren. imprisonment of my person, the rUln of my 
estate in my absence there, and the loss of my 
goods here, than to yield or consent to such an 
unreasonable thing as you here by would enJol~ 
me unto. For which 1 am persuaded that you wlll 
not only be judged in the sight of God, but by 
good and godly men, rather to have mocked at.th; 
oppressions of the oppressed. and added affllctlons 
to the afflicted than herein to have done to m; 
as you in the like case would b; done unto, wh~ch 
the royal cause of our God requlres. I have wlth 
patience and moderation waited several week~ ;x
pectine justice from you, but behold ~ addltlon 
to my oppression in the measure I recelve. Where
fore I have this now to request for you, that t~e 
Lord will not lay this to your charge, but to glve 
eyes to see and hearts to do ~ustice. that ~au 
may find mercy with the Lord ln the day of Judg
ment. 

"JOHN BOWNE." 

124. Another account of Bowne's experience is 
contained in a letter to his wife 

"1 manifested my case to the westindie Com
panie by sending in a writin~ w~ich the,y read 
and accordingly apoynted Comlttles to Sltt about 
it but it being feasting time and the(y) that are 
great not mynding them that are littel we could 

not gett a hearing of 14 days but when wee (I and 
will. Catton my friend and interprltter) was 
co(me be)fore them they was very moderate and 
could not to take any (of)fence at (?our hats) 
or t~e like nether one word agenst mee in any 
pertlculer nor one (wor}d tending to the likeing 
of an~thing. that was done against mee but freely 
and wlth a lOynt consent promised without any 
scrupel that the next day at the tenth hour my 
goods should be delivered mee and the next day 
when wee came there order was giVen to the keeper 
of the gard hous to that purpose but hee with oth
ers of the underling ofesers consulted to gether 
and as~ed mee if I had peaid my pas age and ye an
ser be~ng nay the(y) would not deliver them soe 
the merchant and Sciper being ernest of a (?pas
sage) mony and the company (though ordered there
unto by the governer not willing to pay money up
?n such an account and the bad thing taking place 
ln them the(y) doe not onely detain my goods but 
alIso deny me a pas age home except upon grose and 
unresonable termes (which I could rather downe my 
1i!e.thin y~ald unto) which may apeare by those 
wrltlngs WhlCh I thinke to send. Which if I doe 
I would not have them publick there abouts " 

. John Bowne evidently did not realize ~t this 
tlme the extent of the success of his appeal to 
the authorities. On April 16, 166), the Direct
?rs of t~e West India Company wrote the following 
lnstructlons to Stuyvesant 

"Your last letter informed us that you had 
banishe~ from the Province and sent hither by ship 
a certaln Quaker, John Bowne by name. although 
~e heartily desire, that these and other sectar
lana remained away from there, yet as they do not, 
we doubt very much, whether we can proceed against 
them rigorously without diminishing the popUlation 
and stopping immigration, which must be favored at 
a so tender stage of the country's existence. You 
may therefore shut your eyes, at least not .torce 
people's consciences, but allow everyone to have 
his own belief, as long as he behaves quietly and 
legally, gives no offence to his neighbors and does 
not oppose the government. As the government of 
this city has always practised this maxim of mod
eration and consequently has often had a consider
able influx of people. we do not doubt, that your 
Province too would be benefitted by it," 


