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Seventh Grade Curriculum Packet Using
Primary Documents




Introduction

by Janny Venema

The following curriculum was made possible by a Local Government Records Management
Improvement Fund Grant from the New York State Archives, New York State Education
Department. The intent of the lessons is to acquaint students with primary sources of New
Netherland and at the same time to bring this 17th-century society and its inhabitants closer to
the students.

In the conclusion of From the Old World to the New: Seventh Grade Curriculum using Primary
Sources, the first seventh grade curriculum published by the New Netherland Project, the

problems of translating 17%-century Dutch documents have been discussed. In this curriculum
this discussion is continued. Part of the process of translating these Dutch documents is offered
in the third unit. Using transcribed 17%-century English documents the students will understand
that the first step in the translation process is the understanding of differences in language use in
different centuries.

The focus of this curriculum is on the great variety of people in New Netherland: their
backgrounds, beliefs, status, position. It will become clear that the origins for New York's
melting pot were already firmly rooted in New Netherland.

The translations of primary sources offered here are a certain selection. At first it may appear
that the curriculum is extensive, but not every lesson needs to be followed. A variety of sources
have been offered to give the teacher a choice to teach materials that he/she feels comfortable
with. More or less time than indicated in the lessons can be spent on various topics, depending
on the teacher's preference.

As well as making both students and teachers aware of the almost endless quantity of primary
source materials and their easy accessibility, I also hope that the materials offered in this
curriculum will make history come to life.

Fifth printing: New York State Archives Partnership Trust

Janny Venema, consultant, New Netherland Project, developed the following curriculum.

Typesetting by Emrie LaBarge, 102 Hampton Street, Delmar, NY 12043; (518) 439-4817



New Netherland Timeline

1609 | Henry Hudson, in command of the East India Company ship De Halve Maen explores from
Delaware Bay to the upper Hudson as far as present-day Albany.

1614 | Thename New Netherland first appears in an official document; New Netherland Company
licensed by the States General; fur trading post Fort Nassau established on Castle Island,
present-day port of Albany.

1624 | Firstcolonists arrive in New Netherland where they are settled at Fort Orange (Albany), the
mouth of the Connecticut River, and on High Island (Burlington Island) in the Delaware
River. Comelis May, as senior skipper, becomes first director of New Netherland.

1625 | Willem Verhulst arrives as director of New Netherland.

1626 | Peter Minuit replaces Verhulst as director; purchases Manhattan Island; moves settlers from
Fort Orange, Connecticut and Delaware to Manhattan.

1633-38 Wouter van Twiller director of New Netherland.
1638-47 | willem Kieft director of New Netherland.
1643-45 Kieft’s war with the Indians around Manhattan Island.

1647 | Petrus Stuyvesant becomes director general of New Netherland, Curacao, Bonaire, Aruba
and other dependencies in the Caribbean.

1653 construction of defensive wall across Manhattan Island (Wall Street) after threat of invasion
from New England.

1654 Swedes under new governor, Johan Rising, capture the Dutch post Fort Casimir on Trinity
Sunday.

1655 | Stuyvesantconquers New Sweden in the Delaware Valley; Indians around Manhattan attack
New Amsterdam, Pavonia, and Staten Island in a conflict called the Peach War.

1658-63 | Esopus Indian War in New Netherland.

1664 English naval force funded by the duke of York and Albany captures New Netherland in a
surprise attack during peace time.

1673 New York captured by Dutch naval force; New Netherland restored as a Dutch colony.

1674

New Netherland becomes New York again as a result of the peace of Westminster.
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Introduction Unit I: Natives and Invaders.

The discovery of America... Who does not know about the expedition Christopher Columbus made in 1492? During
the sixteenth century other explorers went to the New World, discovering more and more of this continent and its
inhabitants. In his search for a way to the spice islands, Henry Hudson sailed up the river, later called the Hudson River.

The first lesson of this unit offers a journal kept by a member of Hudson's crew, Robert Juet. In his journal Juet
describes some encounters of these early explorers with the original inhabitants. As Hudson was employed by the Dutch, he
was soon followed by traders of the Dutch Republic who sailed up the river and claimed the area. Until 1621 these
independent traders came up the river as far as present Albany. There they built a small fort (Fort Nassau) in order to
maintain a beaver trade with the natives.

In 1621 the Dutch founded the West India Company (WIC), a trading company which would regulate the trade with
the New World colonies: Brazil, the West Indies and New Netherland.

The Company established trading posts in New Netherland and left men there to protect the company's rights. Actual
settlements did not start until 1624. In 1625 an expedition under the command of Willem Verhulst brought more colonists
to New Netherland. Verhulst's instructions have survived and confirm the company's intention to establish a permanent
agricultural colony in New Netherland.

In Unit I some of these instructions — those regarding conduct toward the Indians — are listed. They give an
impression of the way contacts between the Dutch settlers and the natives were supposed to be according to the
administration of the WIC.

(continued on next page)
UNIT I: NATIVES AND INVADERS
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Introduction Unit I (continued)

Soon after settlement had started, other matters became important, such as the sending of a minister. In 1628 Jonas
Michaelius set foot in New Amsterdam to make sure that the Dutch Calvinist life style and rules were not abandoned. In this
unit the part of his 1628 letter concerning the Indians has been selected to illustrate what the early colonists thought about
the original inhabitants. Fragments of a 1644 letter by the minister Johannes Megapolensis (who lived near Fort Orange in
the colony of Rensselaerswijck) gives further impressions of native Americans, sixteen years later. An excerpt from a
deposition in a lengthy court case by Brant van Slichtenhorst is meant to illustrate that the encounters between the two
people were not always without problems.

The last lesson of this unit contains material from a De.écription of New Netherland, which was written as propaganda
material in the Dutch Republic, urging people to settle in this Dutch colony.

The intent of this unit is to make students aware that in New Netherland two peoples lived next to each other:
natives and invaders. What did these people think of each other? The selection is a sampling selection from many choices
available. Under resources some of the many other possibilities are listed. These will be easy to adjust to this unit and reveal
more about the ways the natives and invaders dealt with each other.

UNIT I: NATIVES AND INVADERS



Unit Objectives

1. To provide translated primary source materials from which students can distill information.
2. To familiarize students with explorers, early settlers and natives in the early seventeenth century of the area later

called New Netherland.
Lesson 1:
Objectives Activities Resources
1. Students will be able to 1. Have students read from "the third voyage of Master Henry 1. J. Franklin
describe the early Hudson," by Robert Juet, 1610. The text can be divided in Jameson, ed.
contacts between different fragments so that this can be done in groups. Narratives of New
Europeans and Indians. 2. Have students complete the following assignments: Netherland, 1609-
2. Students will try t - - th Indi 1664, New York:
IR /11 try to a. During these first encounters both Indians and the o
identify with the earl : : - Charles Scribner's
y carly ship crew discovered new objects through each Sons, 1909, pp. 16-
Europeans and Indians other; list them for both Indians and ship crew.
in New Netherland. . )
) b. On the map of New Netherland, plot out the journey 2. Maps of New
3. Students will be able to - described by Juet. Mark the various sites where :
locate various places i \ - : Netherland:
p:aces in contacts between natives and invaders took place and Visscher map
New Netherland on a mark with a + or - sign whether these encounters 1673,
map. were positive or negative experiences. 3. Map of Dutch
settlements.
(Continued on next page)
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Lesson 1 (continued)

Objectives Activities Resources

c. Try to describe these events from the Indian point of 4. One large class map
view: how would they have experienced this ship with or a sketch of the
strangers in their area? Hudson River on the

d. Make word balloons (like in comics) for the large class black board.
map of New Netherland. In the balloons describe some of 5. Map of Iroquois
the experiences of Hudson's crew. The balloons will later territory; (William
be put on the large class map. Sturtevant, general

editor; Bruce G.
Trigger, volume
editor) Handbook of
the North American
Indian, (Smithsonian
Institution,
Washington, 1978)
vol. XV, 419,

3. Inaclass discussion, combine the answers of the different groups
and, on a large map, plot out the entire journey described by
Juet. Attach word balloons to the map.

UNIT I: NATIVES AND INVADERS



FROM “THE THIRD VOYAGE OF MASTER
HENRY HUDSON,” BY ROBERT JUET, 1610

The Third Voyage of Master Henry Hudson, toward
Zembla, and at his Returne, his Pasving from Faves Torr s
to New-found Land, and along to Fortie-foure Degrees and
Ten Minutes, and thence to Cape Cod, and s0 to Thirtie-
;I:rete‘ It)eyreeDs;' and along the Coast to the Northward, to

ortie-two ees and an Halfe, a X
lo Forhb—threegrDégrees. Yor G up the Biver Nesro
Writlen by Robert Juet of Lime-house,

. . . Tne first of September, faire w i i
ble betweene East and pSout,h; ;ve steer:;t:::;;h ﬁ&ﬁdﬁm
west. At noone we found our height * to bee 39 degrees 3
minutes. Wee h.md soundings thirtie, twentie seven, twentie
foure, and twentie two fathomes, as wee went to the North-
ward. At sixe of the clocke wee had one and twentie fath-
omes. And all the third watch? till twelve of the clocke at
mid-night, we had soundings one and twentie, two and twentie
:lghteene, two and twentie, one and twentie, eighteene, a.nd’
Nv:)‘:-t znﬁlomr‘n’:;tfathoms, and went sixe leagues neere hand

Thg second, in the morning, close weather, the wi
South in the morning; from twilve untill two of :h: c‘ig::‘l?: v::
stecred North North-west, and had sounding one and twentie
fathoms; and in running one Glasse® we had but sixteene
fathoms, then seventeene, and so shoalder and shoalder untill
1t came to twelve fathoms. We saw a great Fire, but could not
see the Land; then we came to ten fathoms, whereupon we
brought our tackes aboord,* and stood to the Eastward East

' Latitude. *
*Half an hour, measured by the sand-glass. From 800 10 1200 p. m.

r b.oi rj.u I::':Ied in the wenther clews of the (square) sails, 50 a8 to sil on the

16
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South-east, foure Glasses. Then the Sunne arose, and wee
steered away North againe, and saw the Land from the West
by North to the North-west by North, all like broken Ilands,*
and our soundings were eleven and ten fathoms. Then wee
looft * in for the shoare, and faire by the shoare we had seven
fathoms. The course along the Land we found to be North-
east and by North. From the Land which we had first sight of,
untill we came to a great Lake of water, as wee could judge it
to bee, being drowned Land, which made it to rise like Ilands,
which weas in length ten leagues. The mouth of that Lake
hath many shoalds, and the Sea breaketh on them as it is cast
out of the mouth of it. And from that Lake or Bay the Land
lyeth North by East, and wee had a great streame out of the
Bay; and from thence our sounding was ten fathoms two
leagues from the Land. At five of the clocke we Anchored,
being little winde, and 'rode in eight fathoms water; the night
was faire. This night I found the Land to hall the Compasse 8
degrees.! For to the Northward off us we saw high Hils. For
the day before we found not above 2 degrees of Variation.
This is & very good Land to fall with, and a pleasant Land to
see.

The third, the morning mystie, untill ten of the clocke; then
it cleered, and the wind came to the South South-east, so wee
weighed and stood to the Northward. The Land is very
pleasant and high, and bold to fall withall. At three of the
clock in the after-noone, wee came to three great Rivers. So
we stood along to the Northermost, thinking to have gone into
it, but we found it to have a very shosld barre hefore it,
for we had but ten foot water. Then wee cast about to the
Southward, and found two fathoms, three fathoms, and three
-and a quarter, till we came to the Souther side of them, then
we had five and sixe fathoms, and Anchored. So wee sent in
our Boate to sound, and they found no lesse water then foure,
five, sixe, and seven fathoms, and returned in an houre and a
halfe. So wee weighed and went in, and rode in five fathoms
Ozie ground, and saw many Salmons, and Mullets, and Rayes,
very great. The height is 40 degrees, 30 minutes.

1Sandy Hook, * Lufled, sailed nearer to the wind,
3 1. e, found that the variation of the needle from the true north was eight
degrees to the westward,
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The fourth, in the morning, as soone as the day was light,
wee saw that it was good riding farther up. So we sent our
Boate to sound, and found that it was a very good Harbour,
and foure and five fathomes, two Cables length from the shoare.!
Then we weighed and went in with our ship. Then our Boate
went on Land with our Net to Fish, and caught ten great
Mullets, of a foot and a halfe long a peece, and a Ray as great
a3 foure men coukl hale into the ship. So wee trimmed our
Boate and rode still all day. At night the wind blew hard at
the North-west, and our Anchor came home, and wee drove
on shoare, but tooke no hurt, thanked bee God, for the ground
i8 toft sand and Oze. This day the people of the Countrey
cume aboord of us, seening very glad of our comming, and
brought greene Tabaceo, and gave us of it for Knives and
Beads. They. goe in Deere skins loose, well dressed. They
have ycllow Copper. They desire Cloathes, and are very civill.
They have great store of Maiz, or Indian Wheate, whereof they
make good Bread. The Countrey is full of great and tall Oakes.

The fifth, in the morning, as soone as the day was light, the
wind ceased and the Flood came. So we heaved off our ship
againe into five fathoms water, and sent our Boate to sound
the Bay, and we found that there was three fathoms hard by
the Souther shoare.  Our men went on Land there, and saw
great store of Men, Women and Children, who gave them Ta-
bacco at their comming on Land. So they went up into the
Woods, and saw great store of very goodly Oakes and some
Currants.  For one of them eame aboord and brought some
drycd, and gave me some, which were sweet and good. This
day many of the people enme aboord, some in Mantles of
Feathers, and some in Skinnes of divers sorts of good Furres.
Some women also came to us with Hempe. They had red
Copper Tabacco pipes, and other things of Copper they did
weare about their neckes. At night they went on Land againe,
80 wee rode very quict, but durst not trust them.

The sixth, in the morning, was faire weather, and our
Master sent John Colman, with foure other men in our Boate,
over tu the North-side to sound the other River,® being foure
leagues from us.  ‘They found by the way shoald water, two

* Sundy Hook Hurbor, ? The Narrows, probably.
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fathoms; but at the North of the River eighteen, and twentie
fathoms, and very good riding for Ships; and a narrow River*
to the Westward, betweene two Ilands. The Lands they told
us were as pleasant with Grasse and Flowers, and goodly Trees,
as ever they had seene, and very sweet smells came from them.
So they went in two leagues and saw an open Sea,' and re-
turned; and as they came backe, they were set upon by two
Canoes, the one having twelve, the other fourteene men. The
night came on, and it began to rayne, so that their Match went
out; and they had one man slaine in the fight, which was an
English-man, named John Colman, with an Arrow shot into his
throat, and two more hurt. It grew so darke that they cou[d
not find the ship that night, but labored to .and fro on their
Oares. They had so great a streame, that their grapnell would
not hold them.

The seventh, was faire, and by ten of the clocke they re-
turned aboord the ship, and brought our dead man with them,
whom we carryed on Land and buryed, and named the point
after his name, Colmans Point.' Then we hoysed in our
Boate, and raised her side with waste boords for defence of
our men. So we rode still all night, having good regard to our
Watch.

The eight, was very faire weather, wee rode still very
quietly. The people came aboord us, and brought Tabacco
and Indian Wheat, to exchange for Xnives and Beades, and
offered us no violence. So we fitting up our Boate did marke
them, to see if they would make any shew of the Death of our
man; which they did not. )

The ninth, faire weather. In the morning, two great
Canoes came aboord full of men; the one with their Bowes and
Arrowes, and the other in shew of buying of Knives to betray
us; but we perceived their intent. Wee tooke two of them to
have kept them, and put red Coates on them, and would not
suffer the other to come neere us. So they went on Land, and

two other came aboord in & Canve: we tooke the one and let the

other goe; but hee which wee had taken, got up and leapt
over-boord. Then we weighed and went off into the channell
of the River, and  Anchored there all night.,

" +The Kill van Kull, * Upper New York Bay.
* Apparently Sandy Hook.
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20 NARRATIVES OF NEW NETHERLAND (1009

The tenth, faire weather, we rode still till twelve of the
clocke, Then we weighed and went over, and found it shoald
all the middle of the River, for wee could finde but two fathoms
and a halfe, and three fathomes for the space of a league; then
wee came to three fathotnes, and foure fathomes, and so to
seven futhomes, and Anchored, and rode all night in soft Osie
ground. The banke is Sund.

The eleventh, was fnire and very hot weather. At one of
the clocke in the after-noone, wee weighed and went into the
River, the wind at South South-west, little winde. OQur
soundings were seven, sixe, five, sixe, seven, eight, nine, ten,
twelve, thirteene, and fourteene fathomes. Then it shoalded
againe, and came to five fathomes. Then wee Anchored, and
suw that it was a very good Harbour for all windes, and rode
all night. The people of the Countrey came aboord of us,
making shew of love, and gave us Tubaceo and Indian Wheat,
and departed for that night; but we durst not trust them.

The twelfth, very faire and hot. In the after-noone at two
of the clocke wee weighed, the winde being variable, betweene
the North and the North-west. So we turned into the River*
two leagues and Anchored. This morning at our first rode in
the River, there camne eight and twentie Canoes full of men,
women and children to betray us: but we saw their intent, and
suffered none of them to come aboord of us. At twelve of the
clocke they departed. They brought with them Oysters and
Beancs, whereof wee bought some. They have great Tabacco
pipes of yellow Copper, and Pots of Earth to dresse their meate
in. It floweth South-east by South within.

The thirteenth, faire weather, the wind Northerly. At
seven of the clocke in the morning, as the floud came we
weighed, and turned foure miles into the River. The tide
being done wee anchored. Then there came foure Canoes
aboord: but we suffered none of them to come into our ship.
They brought great store of very good Oysters aboord, which
we bought for trifies. In the night I set the variation of the
Compasse, and found it to be 13 degrees. In the after-noone
we weighed, and turned in with the floud, two leagues and a
halfe further, and anchored all night, and had five fathoms

* The North or Hudson River,
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soft Ozie ground; and had an high point of Land, which
shewed out to us, bearing North by East five leagues off us.
The fourteenth, in the morning being very faire weather, the
wind South-east, we sayled up the River twelve leagues, and
had five fathoms, and five fathoms and a quarter lesse; and
came to a Streight betweene two Points,’ and had eight, nine,
and ten fathoms: and it trended North-east by North, one
league: and wee had twelve, thirteene, and fourteene fathomes.
The River is a mile broad: there is very high Land on both
sides. Then wee went up North-west, a league and an halfe
deepe water. Then North-east by North five miles; then
North-west by North two leagues, and anchored. The Land
grew very high and Mountzinous, The River is full of fish.
The fifteenth, in the morning was misty, untill the Sunne

_arose: then it cleered. So wee weighed with the wind at

South, and ran up into the River twentie leagues, passing by
high Mountaines.> Wee had a very good depth, as sixe, seven,
eight, nine, ten, twelve, and thirteene fathoms, and great store
of Salmons in the River. This morning our two Savages got
out of a Port and swam away. After we were under sayle,
they called to us in scorne. At night we came to other Moun-
taines, which lie from the Rivers side.® There wee found very
loving peeple, and very old men: where wee were well used.
Our Boat went to fish, and caught great store of very good
fish.

The sixteenth, faire and very hot weather. In the morning
our Boat went againe to fishing, but could catch but few, by
reason their Canoes had beene there all night. This morning
the people came aboord, and brought us eares of Indian Corne,
and Pompions, and Tabacco: which wee bought for trifles.
Wee rode still all day, and filled fresh water; at night wee
weighed and went two leagues higher, and had shoald water: ¢
so wee anchored till day. '

The seventeenth, faire Sun-shining weather, and very hot.
In the morning, as soone as the Sun was up, we set sayle, and
ran up sixe leagues higher, and found shoalds in the middle of
the channell, and small Ilands, but seven fathoms water on

*Stony Point and Verplanck’s Point. Apptm’lsi( Hudson anchored this

night near West Point. he upper Highlands.
3 The Catskills. ¢ Probably near Hudson and Athens.
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2 NARRATIVES OF NEW NETHERLAND {1000

both sides.  Toward night we borrowed so nee

that we grounded: so we layed out our smalfeafll::%::] o:;ed'
heaved off againe. Then we borrowed on the banke in the
channell, and came nground againe; while the floud ran we
heaved off againe, and anchored all night.

The cighteenth, in the morning was faire weather, and we
rode still.  In the after-noone our Masters Mate went on land
with an old Savage, a Governour of the Countrey; who carried
him to his house, and made him good cheere. The nineteenth
was faire and hot weather: at the floud, being neere eleven ol"
the clocke, wee weighed, and ran higher up two leagues above
the shoalds, and had no lesse water then five fathoms: wee
anchored, and rode in cight fathomes, The people of the
Countrie cume flocking aboord, and brought us Grapes and
Pompions, which wee hought for trifles. And many brought
us Bevorg skinnes, and Otters skinnes, which wee bought for
Beades, Knives, and Hatchets.  So we rode there all night.!

The twenticth, in the morning was faire weather. bur
Masters Mate with foure men more went up with our Boat to
sound the River, and found two leagues above us but two
fathomes water, and the channcll very narrow: and above that
place, seven or cight fathomes. Toward night they returned:
and we rode still all night. ‘The one and twentieth, was faire
weather, and the wind all Southerly: we determined yet once
more to goc farther up into the River, to trie what depth and
breadth it did beare; but mueh people resorted aboord, so wee
went not this day.  Our Curpenter went on land, and 'made a
fore-yard. And our Master and his Mate determined to trie

some of the chicfe men of the Countrey, whether they had any
treacheric in them. So they tooke them downe into the Cab-
bin, and gave them so much Wine and Aqua vite, that they
were all merrie: and one of them had his wife,with him

whnc_h gate so modestly, as any of our countrey women WOuld’
doe in n strange place.  In the end one of them was drunke

which had beene aboord of our ship all the time that we hati
beene there: and that was strange to them; for they eould not
tell how tu take it. The Canoes and folke went all on shoare:
but somne of them came againe, and brought stropes of Beades:

* Near the present site of Albany, Me it wi
i . y. Muteren, it will have bee
mentions 42° 40’ north, which is almost exactly the latitude of Alh.ny.n olserved,
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some had sixe, seven, eight, nine, ten; and gave him. So he
slept all night quietly.

The two and twentieth, was faire weather: in the morning
our Masters Mate and foure more of the companie went up with
our Boat to sound the River higher up. The people of the
Countrey came not aboord till noone: but when they came,
and saw the Savages well, they were glad. So at three of the
clocke in the after-noone they came aboord, and brought Ta-
bacco, and more Beades, and gave them to our Master, and
made an Oration, and shewed him all the Countrey round
about. Then they sent one of their companie on land, who
presently returned, and brought a great Platter full of Venison
dressed by themselves; and they caused him to eate with
them: then they made him reverence, and departed all save
the old man that lay aboord. This night at ten of the clocke,
our Boat returned in a showre of raine from sounding of the
River; and found it to bee at an cnd for shipping to goe in.
For they had beene up eight or nine leagues,’ and found but
seven foot water, and unconstant soundings. * -

The three and twentieth, faire weather. At twelve of the
clocke wee weighed, and went downe two leagues to a shoald
that had two channels, one on the one side, and another on the
other, and had little wind, whereby the tide layed us upon it.
So, there wee sate on ground the space of an houre till the
floud came. Then we had a little gale of wind at the West,
So wee got our ship into deepe watcr, and rode all night very
well.

The foure and twentieth was faire weather: the winde at the
North-west, wee weighed, and went’downe the River seven or
eight leagues; and at halfe ebbe wee came on ground on a
banke of Oze in the middle of the river, and sate there till the
floud. Then wee went on Land, and gathered good store of
Chest-nuts. At ten of the clocke wee came off into deepe
water, and anchored. :

The five and twentieth was faire weather, and the wind at
South a stiffe gale. We rode still, and went on Land * to walke
on the West side of the River, and found good ground for
Corne and other Garden herbs, with great store of goodly

* Perbaps above the mouth of the Mobawk.
* Near Athens, apparently.
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The tenth, faire weather, we rode still till twelve of the
“¢elocke, Then we weighed and went over, and found it shoald
all the middle of the River, fur wee could finde but two fathoms
and a halfe, and three (athomes for the space of a league; then
wee came to threc futhomes, and foure fathomes, and so to
seven futhomes, and Anchored, and rode all night in soft Ozie
ground. The banke is Sand.

The eleventh, was faire und very hot weather. At one of
the clocke in the after-noone, wee weighed and went into the
River, the wind at South South-west, little winde. Our
soundings were seven, sixe, five, sixe, seven, eight, nine, ten,
twelve, thirteene, and fourteene fathomes. Then it shoalded
againe, and eame to five fathomes. Then wee Anchored, and
saw that it was a very good Harbour for all windes, and rode
all night. The people of the Countrey came aboord of us,
making shew of love, und gave us Tabaceo and Indian Wheat,
and departed for that night; but we durst not trust them.

The twelfth, very faire and hot.  In the after-noone at two
of the clucke wee weighed, the winde being variable, betweene
the North and the North-west.  So we turned into the River '
two leagucs and Anchored. This morning at our first rode in
the River, there came eight and twentie Canoes full of men,
women and children to betruy us: but we saw their intent, and
suffered none of them to come aboord of us. At twelve of the
clocke they departed. They brought with them Oysters and
Beanes, whereof wee bought some, They have great Tabacco
pipes of yellow Copper, and Pots of Earth to dresse their meate
in. It floweth South-cast by South within.

The thirteenth, faire weather, the wind Northerly. At
seven of the clocke in the morning, as the floud came we
weighed, and turned foure miles into the River. The tide
being done wee anchored. Then there came foure Canoes
aboord: but we suffered none of them to come into our ship.
They brought great store of very good Qysters aboord, which
we bought for trifles. In the night I set the variation of the
Compasse, and found it to be 13 degrees. In the after-noone
we weighed, and turned in with the floud, two leagues and a
halfe further, and anchored ull night, and had five fathoms

* The North or Hudson River.
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soft Osie ground; and had an high point of Land, which
shewed out to us, bearing North by East five leagues off us.
The fourteenth, in the morning being very faire weather, the
wind South-east, we sayled up the River twelve leagues, and
had five fathoms, and five fathoms and a quarter lesse; and
came to a Streight betweene two Points,' and had eight, nine,
and ten fathoms: and it trended North-east by North, one
league: and wee had twelve, thirteene, and fourteene fathomes.
The River is a mile broad: there is very high Land on both
sides. Then wee went up North-west, a lengue and an halfe
deepe water. Then North-east by North five miles; then
North-west by North two leagues, and anchured. The Land
grew very high and Mountzinous. The River is full of fish.
The fifteenth, in the morning was misty, untill the Sunne

_arose: then it cleered. So wee weighed with the wind at

South, and ran up into the River twentie leagues, passing by
high Mountaines.” Wee had a very good depth, as sixe, seven,
eight, nine, ten, twelve, and thirteene fathoms, and great store
of Salmona in the River. This morning our two Savages got
out of a Port and swam away. After we were under sayle,
they called to us in scorne. At night we came to other Moun-
taines, which lie from the Rivers side.’ There wee found very
loving peeple, and very old men: where wee were well used.
Our Boat went to fish, and caught great store of very good
fish.

The sixteenth, faire and very hot weather. In the morning
our Boat went againe to fishing, but could catch but few, by
reason their Canoes had beene there all night. This morning
the people came aboord, and brought us eares of Indian Corne,
and Pompions, and Tabacco: which wee bought for trifles.
Wee rode still all day, and filled fresh water; at night wee
weighed and went two leagues higher, and had shoald water:*
so wee anchored till day. '

The seventeenth, faire Sun-shining weather, and very hot.
In the morning, as soone as the Sun was up, we set sayle, and
ran up sixe leagues higher, and found shoalds in the middle of
the channell, and small Ilands, but seven fathoms water on

'Stony Point and Verplanck’s Point. Appnen!}! Hudson anchored this
night near West Point, * The upper Highlands.
3 The Catakills. ¢ Probably near Hudson and Athens.
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both sides, ‘Foward night we borrowed so necre the shoare,
that we grounded: so we layed out our small anchor, and
heaved off againe. "Then we borrowed on the banke in the
channell, and cume nground aguine; while the floud ran we
heaved off againe, and anchored all night.

The eighteeuth, in the morning was faire weather, and we
rode still.  In the after-noone our Masters Mate went on land
with an old Savage, a Governour of the Countrey; who carried
him to his house, and made him good cheere. The nineteenth,
was faire and hot weather: at the floud, being neere eleven of
the clucke, wee weighed, and ran higher up two leagues above
the shonlds, and had no lesse water then five fathoms; wee
anchored, and rode in cight futhomes. The people of the
Countrie came flocking abvord, and brought us Grapes and
Pompions, which wee bought for trifies. And many brought
us Bevers skinnes, and Otters skinnes, which wee bought for
Beades, Knives, and Hatchets.  So we rode there all night.

The twenticth, in the morning was faire weather. Our
Masters Mate with foure men more went up with our Boat to
sound the River, and found two leagues above us but two
fathomes water, and the channell very narrow; and above that
place, seven or eight fathomes. Toward night they returned:
and we rode still all night. The one and twentieth, was faire
weather, and the wind all Southerly: we determined yet once
more to goc farther up into the River, to trie what depth and
breadth it didl beare; but much people resorted aboord, so wee
went not this day.  Qur Carpenter went on land, and made a
fore-yard. And our Master and his Mate determined to trie

some of the chicfe men of the Countrey, whether they had any
treacherie in them.  So they tooke them downe into the Cab-
bin, and gave them so much Wine and Aqua vite, that they
were all merrie: and one of them had his wife with him,
which sate so modestly, as any of our countrey women would
doe in o strange pluce.  In the end one of them was drunke,
which had beene aboord of our ship all the time that we had
beene there: and that was strange to them; for they could not
tell how tu tuke it. The Canocs and folke went all on shoare:
but some of them eame againe, and brought stropes of Beades:

' Near the present site of Albany. Meteren, it will have been observed,
mentions 42° 40” north, which is almost exactly the Iatitude of Albany.
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some had sixe, seven, eight, nine, ten; and gave him. So he
night quietly. . .
dep’i"};}ltwg a.ng tweztieth, was faire weather: in the morning
our Masters Mate and foure more of the companie went up with
our Boat to sound the River higher up. The people of the
Countrey came not aboord till noone: but when they came,
and saw the Savages well, they were glad. So at three of the
clocke in the after-noone they came aboord, and brought Ta-
bacco, and more Beades, and gave them to our Master, and
made an Oration, and shewed him all the pountmy round
about. Then they sent one of their companie on land, who
presently returned, and brought a great Platter full of Venison
dressed by themselves; and they caused him to eate with
them: then they made him revercnce, and departed all save
the old man that lay aboord. This night at ten of the clocl;:a,
our Boat returned in a showre of raine from sounding of the
River; and found it to bee at an end for shipping to goe in.
For they had beenc up eight or nine le(f;gues,'. and found but
t water, and unconstant soundings. :
sevgll‘)h:o:hm ami twentieth, faire weather. At twelve of the
clocke wee weighed, and went downe two leagues to a shoald
that had two channels, one on the one mdq, and another on t!xe
other, and had little wind, whereby the tide layed us upon ;:,
So, there wee sate on ground the space of an houre till the
floud came. Then we had a little gale of wind at the West.
So wee got our ship into deepe water, and rode all night very
well. ]
and twentieth was fair weather: the winde at the
Nor'fltllfvf:;:ewee weighed, and went downe the River seven or
eight leagues; and at halfe ebbe wee came on ground on a
banke of Oze in the middlo of the river, and sate there till the
floud. Then wee went on Land, and gathered good store of
Chest-nuts. At ten of the clocke wee came oﬂ" into deepe
and anchored. .
wat.%‘,e five and twentieth was faire weather, and t.hf wind at
South a etiffe gale. We rode still, and went on Land * to walke
on the West side of the River, and found good ground for
Corne and other Garden herbs, with great store of goodly
' Perbaps above the mouth of the Mohawk.
? Near Athens, apparently.
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Onkes, and Wal-nut trees, and Chest-nut trees, Ewe trees, and
trees of sweet wood in great abundance, and great store of
Slate for houscs, and other good stones.

The sixe and twentieth was {aire weather, and the wind at
South a stiffe gnle, wee rode still. In the morning our Carpen-
ter went on Land, with our Masters Mate, and foure more of our
companic, to cut wood. This morning, two Canoes came up
the River from the place where we first found loving people,
and in one of them was the old man that had lyen aboord of
us at the other place.  He brought another old man with him,
which brought more stropes of Heades, and gave them to our
Master, and shewed him all the Countrey there about, as though
it were at his command.  So he made the two old men dine
with him, and the old mans wife: for they brought two old
women, and two young maidens of the age of sixteene or
seventeene yeeres with them, who behaved themselves very
madestly. - Qur Master gave one of the old men a Knife, and
they gave him and us Tabaceo.  And at one of the clocke they
departed downe the River, making signes that wee should come
downe to them; for wee were within two leagues of the place
where they dwelt.

The seven and twentieth, in the morning was faire weather,
but much wind at the north, we weighed and set our fore top-
aayle, and our ship would not flat, but ran on the Ozie banke
at halfe ebbe. Wee layed out anchor to heave her off, but
could not. So wee sate from halfe ebbe to halfe floud: then
wee sct our fore-sayle and mayne top-sayl, and got downe sixe
leagues. The old man came aboord, and would have had us
anchor, and goe on Land to eate with him: but the wind being
faire, we would not yeeld to his request; So hee left us, being
very sorrowfull for our departure. At five of the clocke in the
after-noone, the wind came to the South South-west. So wee
made a boord or two, and anchored in fourteene fathomes
water. Then our Boat went on shoare to fish right against the
ship. Our Masters Mate and Boat-swaine, and three more of
the companie went on land to fish, but could not finde &
place. They tooke foure or five and twentie Mullets, Breames,
Bases, and Barbils; and returned in an houre. We rode still
all night.

The eight and twentieth, being faire weather, as soone as the
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was light, wee weighed at halfe ebbe, and turned downe
S;i lea.gu]:fh belowe wa.tzgr; for, the streame doth runne the last
quarter ebbe: then we anchored till high water. At three of
the clocke in the after-noone we weighed, and turned downe
three leagues, untill it was darke: then wee anchored. )

The nine and twentieth was drie close weather: the wind at
South, and South and by West, we weighed early in the morn-
ing, and turned downe three leagues by a lowe water, and an-
chored at the lower end of the long Reach;' for it is sixe
leagues long. Then there came certaine Indians in a Canoe to
us, but would not come aboord. After dinner there came the
Canoe with other men, whereof three came aboord us. They
brought Indian Wheat, which wee bought for trifles. At three
of the clocke in the after-noone wee weighed, as soone as the
ebbe came, and turned downe to the edge of the Mountaines,
or the Northermost of the Mountaines, and anchored: because
the high Land hath many Points, and a narrow qhanx!ell, and
hath many eddie winds. So we rode quietly all night in seven
fathoms water.

The thirtieth was faire weather, and the wind at Sputh-
east a stiffe gale betwene the Mountaynes. We rode still the
after-noone.” The people of the Countrey cnme aboord us, and
brought some small skinnes with them, which we bought for
Knives and Trifles. This a very pleasant place to build a
towne on. The Road is very neere, and very good for all
winds, save an East North-east wind. The Mountaynes looke
84 if some Metall or Minerall were in them. For the Trees that
grow on them were all blasted, and some of them barren with
few or no Trees on them. The people brought a stone aboord
like to Emery (a stone used by Glasiers to cut Glasse) it
would &ut Iron or Steele: yet being bruised small, and water
put to it, it made a colour like blacke Lead glistering; It is
also good for Painters Colours. At three of the clocke they
departed, and we rode still all night. ) .

The first of October, faire weather, the wu}d vambl.e be-
tweene the West and the North. In the moring we weighed
at seven of the clocke with the ebbe, and got downe below the
Mountaynes, which was seven leagues. Then it fell calme and

* Below Poughkeepsic. ? Near Newburgh.
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the floud was come, and wee anchored at twelve of the clocke.'
The people of the Mountaynes came aboord us, wondering at
our ship and weapons. We bought some small skinnes of
them for Trifles. 'This after-noone, one Canoe kept hanging
under our sterne with one man in it, which we could not keepe
from thence, who got up by our Rudder to the Cabin window,
and stole out my Pillow, and two Shirts, and two Bandeleeres,
Our Masters Mate shot at him, and strooke him on the brest,
and killed him. \Vhereupon all the rest fled away, some in
their Canoes, and so leapt out of them into the water. We
manned our Boat, and got our things againe. Then one of
them that swamme got holl of our Boat, thinking to overthrow
it.  But our Cooke tooke a Sword, and cut off one of his hands,
and he was drowned. By this time the ecbbe was come, and
we weighed and got downe two leagues, by that time it was
darke. So we anchored in fourc fathomes water, and rode
well.

The second, faire weather. At breake of day wee weighed,
the wind being at North-west, and got downe seven leagues;
then the floud was come strong, so we anchored. Then came
one of the Savages that swamme away from us at our going up
the River with many other, thinking to betray us. But wee
perccived their intent, and suffered none of them to enter our
ship. Whercupon two Canoes full of men, with their Bowes
and Arrowes shot at us after our sterne: in recompence whereof
we discharged sixe Muskets, and Kkilled two or three of them.
Then above an hundred of them came to a point of Land to
shoot at us. There I shot a Faleon? at them, and killed
two of them: whereupon the rest fled into the Woods. Yet
they manncd off another Canoe with nine ot ten men, which
camc to meet us, So I shot at it also a Falcon, and shot it
through, and killed one of them. Then our men with their
Muskets killed thrce or foure more of them. So they went
their way, within a while after, wee got downe two leagues
beyond that place, and anchored in a Bay, cleere from all dan-
ger of them on the other side of the River, where we saw a very
good piece of ground: and hard by it there was a Cliffe, that
looked of the colour of a white greene, as though it were either

! Near Stony Point. * A small piece of ordnance.
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Copper, or Silver myne: and I thinke it to be one of them, by
the Trees that grow upon it. For they be all burned, and the
other places are greene as grasse, it is on that side of the
River that is called Manna-hata. Therc we saw no people to
trouble us: and rode quietly all night; but had much wind and
raine.'

The third, was very stormie; the wind at East North-east,
In the morning, in & gust of wind and raine, our Anchor came
home, and we drove on ground, but it was Ozie. Then as we
were about to have out an Anchor, the wind came to the North
North-west, and drove us off againe. Then we shot an Anchor,
and let it fall in foure fathomes water, and weighed the other.
Wee had much wind and raine, with thicke weather: so we
roade still all night.

The fourth, was faire weather, and the wind at North North-
west, wee wexghed and came out of the River, into which we
had runne so farre. Within a while after, wee came out also of
the great mouth of the great River, that runneth up to the

North-west, borrowing upon the Norther side of the same,

thinking to have deepe water: for wee had sounded a great way
with our Boat at our first going in, and found seven, six, and
five fathomes. So we came out that way, but we were de-
ceived, for we had but eight foot and an halfe water: and so to
three, five, three, and two fathomes and an halfe. And then
three, foure, five, sixe, seven, eight, nine and ten fathomes.
And by twelve of the clocke we were clecre of all the Inlet.
Then we tooke in our Boat, and set our mayne-sayle and sprit-
sayle, and our top-sayles, and steered away East South-east,
and Southgeast by East off into the maync sea: and the Land
on the Souther side of the Bay or Inlet, did beare at noone West
and by South foure leagues from us.
The fift, was faire weather, and the wind variable betweene
the North and the East. Wece held on our course South-east by
! It is plain that these events of October 2 took place near the upper part of
Manhattan Island, but to distribute them between east and west shore is not easy.
It would appear from what precedes that the attack was by the west-shore savages,
and that the anchorage which was chosen for safety from them was on the east
aide; and the application of the name Manna-hata in the early writers seems
novme to vary. But if s0, how should an E.N.E. wind blow the Half Moon
ashore, and a N.N.W., wind drive her off, as related in the next paragraph? And
the cliff angwering the description seems to be in Hoboken,

e
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East. At noone I observed and found our height to bee 39

degrees, 30 minutes. Qur Compasee varied sixe degrees to the

West.

We continued our course toward England, without seeing
any Land by the way, all the rest of this moneth of October:!*
And on the seventh day of November, stilo novo, being Satur-
day: by the Grace of God we safely arrived in the Range of
Dartmouth in Dovenshire, in the yeere 1609.

' Juet says nothing of those mutinous dissensions which Meteren mentiona
and which brought the expedition to a close. Juet himself may have had a
discreditable part in them, His part in the mutiny of 1610 has been mentioned
in the introduction. The Half Moon returned to Amsterdam in July, 1610, and
the next spring sailed with other vessels of the company to the East Indies. In
1616 she was at the island of Sumatra, but her subsequent history is unknown.



Lesson 2:
Objectives

Activities

Resources

1. Students will gain
understanding of the
first settlers’
background.

2. Students will gain
understanding of the
process of colonizing
land in another part
of the world.

3. Students will realize
that New Netherland
primary sources have
to be transcribed and
translated before they
can be read and
understood by people
who are unfamiliar
with 17th-century
Dutch; that in reality
these primary sources
are interpretations.

patroonship.

b. How was he supposed to deal with the Indians?
How was he supposed to deal with other Europeans?

. These instructions are abstracted from a larger list. If
they, however, would be limited to these, would you
add or omit matters in these instructions? If you
would change the instructions, how would you write

o

. Distribute the instructions for Willem Verhulst. Point out 1. A. J. F. van Laer (tr.),
the 17th-century hand writing and have the students
identify some of the letters. Page 17 is a copy of the
original hand writing of which the transcription and
translation are on page 18.

. Introduce the word “Colony”. Discuss the meaning of the
word. In the discussion include an explanation of West
India Company; Indian (in texts sometimes called
savages, natives);

. Group work: have students read and analyze the
Instructions for Willem Verhulst. They complete the
following assignments:

a. Describe the major things Verhulst was instructed to

Documents Relating to New
Netherland, 1624-1626, in the
Henry E. Huntington Library.
San Marino, Calif.; Henry E.
Huntington Library and Art
Gallery Press, 1924, p. C1-D17.

. Recommended: extra

information about the 17th-
century Dutch hand writing and
the process of translating these
documents can be found in the
4th grade Curriculum Packet;
Using Primary Documents in
Social Studies Teaching, New
Netherland Project (New
Netherland Publishing, Albany),
Unit I, lesson 5 and in From the
Old World to the New, using

- Primary Sources in the 7th

grade classroom, New
Netherland Project (New
Netherland Publishing, Albany),
82-84.

UNIT I: NATIVES AND INVADERS
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[Ci
Instrutions for Willem Verhulst

Instru&ie voor Willem van Hulst, commis op de voyagie naer Nieuw-Neder-
lant ende by provisie direCteur van de coloniers die reede daer te lande syn
ende noch ghebracht sullen worden totdat de CompS andere
gouvernement daer sal ghelieven te stellen.

'VOOREERST so0 sal hy sorghe draghen dat den Godesdienst op syne be-
hoorlycke tyden soo binnen scheepsboort als te lande sal worden ghepleecht
ende den Sieckentrooster Sebastiaen Janssz Crol in syn bedieninghe hanthaven
in conformité van d’authorisatie ende instrutie door den Kerckenraet hem ge-
geven, ende denselven in behoorlyck respe& maintenere[ n]] ende toesien dat
de ghemeente aldaer in de bedieninghe van den H. Doop ende leesen van ser-
moenen, gebeden, sieckentroosten behoorlycken by denselven werden gedient,
ende de Indianen te onderrechten van de Christelycke religie uyt Godes H.
Woort; oock te beletten alle affgoderye, opdat den name Godts ende onses
Heere ende Salichmaecker Jesu Christi daerdoor by niemant ghelastert ende
des Heeren Sabbath niet gevioleert en werde, datter door het exempel van godt-
zalicheyt ende uyterlycke tucht der Christenen de heydenen te meerder tot
soodanighe kennisse moghen worden ghebrocht.

DDt i -GGG

Instructions for Willem van Hulst, supercargo on the voyage to New Nether-
land and provisionally dire&or of the colonists who are already in that coun-
try and are still to be transported thither, until the Company shall
be pleased to establish another government there.!

FIRST, he shall take care that divine'service be held at the proper times
both on board ship and on land, enable the comforter of the sick, Sebastiaen
Janssz Crol,? to perform his duties in conformity with the authorization and
instructions given him by the Consistory,’ maintain him in proper resped,
and see that the community there is properly served by him in the ministra-
tion of holy baptism, in reading sermons, [offering] prayers, and in visiting
the sick, and that the Indians be instructed in the Christian religion out of
God’s Holy Word. He shall also prevent all idolatry, in order that the name
of God and of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ be not blasphemed thercin
by any one and the Lord’s Sabbath be not violated, but that by the example
of godliness and outward discipline on the part of the Christians the heathen
may the sooner be brought to a knowledge of the same.

3This and other referesces in the text of the translation relate to notes at the end of the velume.
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With regard to the farmers to be sent thither in the service of the Company
with the cattle and the implements belonging to the Company, under special
contracts made or still to be made with them, special instructions will be sent
with them, of which upon their arrival they are to give a copy to the Com-
missary and his Council, in order that they may keep a record thereof and
causc the contents thereof to be executed and observed.

Whereas by this and the following ships divers trees, vines, and all sorts of seeds
arc being sent over, he shall take care that the same be planted and sown in
their proper season on the lands that are cultivated for the Company, distribut-
ing some at his discretion to the colonists and charging them to their account,

and of each sort of fruit he shall successively send us samples.

He shall endeavor to increase the trade in skins and other articles that are

obtained in the country, and at the place of trading
with the Indians have a cabin erected so that the goods may be stored therein,

and ata suitable time he shall send one or more sloops thither to carry on trade,
taking for that purpose such persons as are most competent and as are able to
write, in order that they keep a record thereof. He shall not neglect to send
as a sample some deerskins and other skins that are prepared by the Indians,
also such things as the Indians make of them according to their ingenuity. _

He shall give the colonists and other free persons full permission to trade in
the interior and to catch the animals with the skins, but they must deliver up
‘he said skins and goods to the Company at the price for which we obtain
‘hem at the trading-place from the Indians, and he shall not permit them, by
elling the skins [to others], to make the Company pay a higher price for

hem.

He shall also see that no one do the Indians any harm or violence, deceive,
mock, or contemn them in any way, but that in addition to good treatment
they be shown honesty, faithfulness, and sincerity in all contraéts, dealings,
and intercourse, without being deceived by shortage of measure, weight, or
.psumber, and that throughout friendly relations with them be maintained.

He shall see that all misunderstandings and disputes among the Christians be
settled by proper means, and if any one show an unruly, wanton, or disobe-
dient spirit, without being willing to listen to admonition, he shall have such
person again
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He shall also see that no one do the Indians any harm or violence, deceive,
mock, or contemn them in any way, but that in addition to good treatment
they be shown honesty, faithfulness, and sincerity in all contraéts, dealings,
and intercourse, without being deceived by shortage of measure, weight, or
number, and that throughout friendly relations with them be maintained.

In case any Indians should be living on the aforesaid island
or make any claim upon it, or upon any other places that are of use to us,

they must not be driven away by force or threats, but by good words be per-
suaded to leave, or be given somcthing therefor to their satisfaction, or else
be allowed to live among us, a contract being made thereof and signed by
them in their manner, since such contraéts upen other occasions may be very
useful to the Company. ’

And for the better security of the trade and the exclusion of foreign nations,
he is to consider whether it would not be pradticable so to contrad with the
natives of the country in various distri€ts as would make them promise us to
trade with no one but those of the Company, provided that we on our part
should bind ourselves to take all the skins which they could bring us upon
such terms as would be considered reasonable, or at such price as we have
hitherto bought them.

And whereas those tribes are very quarrelsome among themselves, suspicious
and vindi@ive, he shall be very careful not _ L
lightly to embroil himself in their quarrels or wars, or to take sides, but to
remain neutral and to pacify and reconcile the respeive parties by the most
suitable means. .

He shall by small presents seek to draw the Indians to our service, in order to
learn from them the secrets of that region and the condition of the interior,
but not feed them in idleness or give in too much to their wanton demands.

He shall also as far as feasible avoid getting into any dispute with the French
or English, and especially avoid all acis of violence, unless he be obliged to
defend himself and thosc who are committed to his charge against open
aggression.

But if any persons belonging to a foreign nation come there, he shall take

away their commission,
or at least procure a copy thercof bearing their signatures, and send it to us,

keeping copies there, and if they attempt to trade with the Indians, he shall
spoil the market for them by [outbidding them].
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Lesson 3:

Objectives

Activities

Resources

. Students will describe
early encounters
between Indians and first
Dutch settlers.

2. Students will identify
with Indianps and early
Dutch settlers.

3. Students will realize and
recognize the process of
translating 17th-century
Dutch primary sources.

4. Students will be able to
distinguish between
objective and subjective
information.

1. In groups, have students read and analyze two texts, about
which they later report in class (texts can be divided in
short fragments):

A. Letter of Rev. Jonas Michaelius to Rev. Smoutius,

August
a.

11, 1628.

Describe the steps 17th-century Dutch documents
go through before they can be understood by
someone unfamiliar with that language.

Read the text and write down what Jonas
Michaelius thought about the Natives. What does
he say about the Indians regarding religion and
language? What does Michaelius consider his duty
toward the Indians?

Michaelius was a minister; do you find indications
for this in the way he writes? Where?

If you were a minister sent to an unknown part of
the world, what would be your major points of
concern?

How would the Indians have felt about this
minister and his "new" religion?
(continucd on ncxt page)

. Corwin, E. T. , ed.

Ecclesiastical
Records of the State
of New York., 7
vols.; vol. . 56-61.

. Jameson, Franklin

E., ed., Narratives
of New Netherland
1609- 1664 (New
York, Barnes and
Noble, 1937): 172-
180.

. Gehring, Charles

T., trans.,
deposition
Slichtenhorst, Nieu
Nederlanse
Marcurius, volume
6, No. 3, Sept.
1990.

UNIT I: NATIVES AND INVADERS
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Lesson 3 (continued)
Objectives Activities Resources

B. A short Account of the Mohawk Indians, by Reverend
Johannes Megapolensis, Jr., 1644,

a. Read the text.

b. List the descriptions the Reverend Megapolensis
gives about the Indians (think of language,
character, looks, clothing, food, family life, kinds
of work, housing, religion, health, government,
society, morals).

¢. Onp. Megapolensis says that the Indians are very

stupid. Why does he say that? Is his judgment very
trustworthy? Explain.

4. In this text you learn about the Indians through
Megapolensis' eyes. Can you reverse this and look at
Megapolensis and his fellow countrymen through the
eyes of an Indian? How would they have described
this minister?

(continued on next page)

UNIT I: NATIVES AND INVADERS
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Lesson 3 (continued)
Objectives Activities Resources

C. Van Slichtenhorst's deposition, @ 1652
a. Who was Van Slichtenhorst?

b. Why were the field commanders of the Maquaes in
the patroon's house (where Slichtenhorst lived)?

c. Describe the Indians’ behavior. What was their
reason for this?

d. Reading the introductory lines to this document,
how objective do you think this report is? Explain
your answer.

e. Describe this situation through the eyes of one of
the Indians. ‘

2. Discuss and compare the findings with the class. List some
of the outcomes and discuss whether they are objective or
subjective.

UNIT I: NATIVES AND INVADERS
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' Tue Natives.

Wat wuengnet ¢ natie deses
Landa, dle vynd ick gansch wild
ende woest, vreennl van alle horger-
Ijcke sedicheyd, jne onbeleeft ende
bot als tuynstaken, in alle boo-
sheyd ende godloosheyd gelijck als
gepromoveert, verduyvelde men-
schen, die nlemand anders dan den
Duyvel dienen, wesende dle Geest,
dien st} op hure sprake Menetto
noewnen: gelijck alj wmede ounder
dlen tytel begrijpen alles wat
subtyl ende geestich Is ende beyde
men «chelijck vernuft ende crach.
ten te boven guet. SiJ gaen met
vele tooverijen, waerseggingen,
besweeringen ende snoode consten
om, 800 datse bijna in genige
banden ofte sloten en siju te
houden. S8Ij sijn soo diefachtich

As to the natives of this country,
I f6nd them entirely savage and
wild, strangers to all decency, yea,
uncivil and stupld as garden poles,
proficient In all wickedness and
godlessness; devilish men, who
serve nobody but the devil, that
is, the spirit, which, In their lan-
guage, they call Menetto; under
which title they com-
prehend everything that Thelr
is subtie and crafty Character.
and beyond human skill
and power. They have so much
witcheraft, divination, sorcery, and
wicked tricks, that they cannot be

held In by any bands or locks. - '

They are as thievish and treach-
erous as they are tall; and In
cruelty they are altogether in.

or THE State or New Yorg. 57

ende verradisch als sij groot siin:
ende In wreedheyd sijuse gansch
onmenschelijck ende wweer dan
Barbarisch ende gaen d'Africanen
daerin al verde te boven.®

Ick hebbe dies aengnende aen
verscheydene personen elders ges-
chreven, niet twijfelende of de
Broeder Crol sal daervan aen
UWE. ofte immers aan de Heeren
Bewyndhebheren genoech gesach-
reven hebben: gelijck oock van het
snoode verraed ende de moorderijre,
die de Mahicans aent oppereynde
deser Riviere tegens het fort Oran-
glen voorgenomen hadden,* doch is
hun misluckt door een genadige
bestieringe des Heeren ons ten
goede: de welcke als het hem ge-
lleft, in dese onnatuyrlijcke men-
schen onversiens natuyriijcke bewe-
gingen “ weet te storten om bhaer
doen te beletten. Hoe men nu
best dese luyden tot de ware ken-
nisse Godes ende des Middelaers
Christi soude connen aenleyden,
s gualijck te aeggen. Ick en can
mij selven niet genocech verwonde-
ren wie UWerB. ende velen an-
deren int Vaderland soo vele op
de mouwe gespeldt mach hebben,
belangende de geseggelijckheyd de-
ser lleden, en den goeden aerdt,
de gevoechlijcke principia religionis
ende vestigla legls naturae die bl
haer souden sijn: in de welcke ick

buman, more than barbarous, far
exceeding the Africana®

1 have written concerning these
thingn to aeveral persons eleewhere,
not doubting that Brother Crol will
bave written suficient to' your
Reverence, or to .the Honorable
Directors; as glso of the base
treachery, and the murders which
the Mobhicans, at the upper part of
this river, had planned against
Fort Orange.t but, by the gracious
Interposition of the Lord, for our
good — who, when it pleased him,
knows how to pour, unexpectedly,
natural impulses (nto theses un-
natural men, in order to prevent
them — they did not )
succeed. How these
people can best be
led to the true knowl-
edge of Qlod and of
the Medlator Christ, is hard to say.
I cannot myself wonder enough
who it {s that bas imposed s0 much
upon your Reverence and many
others in the Fatherland, concern-
ing the doclility of these people and
their good nature, the proper prin.
cipin religlonis and vestigia legis
naturne which should be among
them:; tn whom I have as yet been
able to discover hardly a single
good point, except that they do not
speak 80 jeeringly and so ecof-
fingly of the godlike and glorious

Dificulties
of thelr
conversion.

* Hij xon 4it uit elgene ondervinding,
in Atriea opgedaan, getuigen.

¢ Brodhead spreekt ook hiervan nlet:
alleen dat In het voorjaar van dit jaar
1038, digt bi) het fort Oranje vijande-
Hijxheden waren vuitgebroken tusschen
de Mahticans, ook elders Mobicanen ge-
heeten, en de Mobawks, waarblj de
eserstgencemden versiagen en verjaagd
sijnde, paar Connecticut River goweken
waren. L. 1. 118 en hier onder in het
vervolg des briefs.

¢ He could testify as to this from bie
own experience, obtalned in Africa.

® Brodhesd@ does not speak of this;
only that in the spring of 1628, close by
Fort Orange, animosities had broken out
between the Mabicans, elsewhere called
Mohegane, and the Mohawks, so that
the Orst named, smitten and pursued,
betook themselves to the Connecticut
river. L. 1, 118 and toward the sequel
of this letter.

24


http:d~...r"T:"~o.IJ

1628

58 ScoLestasTiOAL Rroomps

tot noch toe achaers een enich goed
point bhelbe connen hemercken,
wigenomen dat ae van de godde-
lijeke ende glorlevne majenteyt
hares Scheppecs 800  apottelljck
ende versmadelijek nlet en spreken,
als d'Africanen wel durven doen.
Doch 't can wesen omdat ae van
hew noch roo sekere keunimne niet
en hebben oftn oock wel gansche
gene. Als wij tot hun van God
willen uprelien, het aehifjnt hun cen
droom 1o rijn: ende wij sifn genoot-
sackt dat te doen onder den name,
niet van Menotto dlen si] kennen
ettde disnen (want dat ware een
Laster), macr van enigen grooten,
Jne den nlderoppersten Sackiema®
met welcken name gij — sonder
Coningh levende — heten den genen
die over enlge bondereen ander hun
hebben te gebleden, die van de
onten Sackemnkers genaemt wer-
den, bet welcke alj Heden hoorende
#o0  enllén  sommige beginnen te
grijnen cidde het hoofd te achudden
als over e¢en coude fabel, ende
andere om met ceren ende vriend-
schap uyt cen sulck propoost te
comen. sullen seggen Orith, dats
goed. Nu, wat middel om dit volek
ter salicheyd te ontginnen, ofte
ecn heylanine bresse dneronder te
maken? Ick peme verloff om In
dit point wat wijdluftiger met
Uwe E. te discoureren.

Hare tale dle het eerste is bi3
bun te hesigen, dunckt, mij gansch
vrecembd.  Vele onder ons gemeyne
volck  hetense remeynelijck  ecn
Hehte tale die hnest geleert Is: ick
ben van een andere opinle, Want
degene die hare woorden enigsins
verstaen ende naspreken connen,
die feylen grootelijck in pronun-
tiatie ende radebraken ee gelljck

majeaty of their Oreator as the
Africans dare to do. But it ls be-
cause they have no certaln knowl-
edge of Him, or scarcely any. If
we speak to them of God, it ap-
pears to them llke a dream; and
we are compelled to speak of him,
not under the name of Menetto,
whom they know and serve — for
that would boe biasphemy — but of
oune great, yea, most high, Back-
lema®* by which name they —
living without a king—call him
who has the command over several
hundred among them, and who by
our people are called Suckemakers;
and as the people listen, some will
begin to mutter and shake their
heads as iIf it were a »illy fable;
and others, in order to exprees re-
gnrd and friendship for such a
proposition, will say orith, that s,
goost. Now, by what nieans are we
to make a salutary breach for the
salvation of this people? I take
the liberty on this point of enlarg-
ing momewhat to your Reverence.

Thelr language, which s the first
thing to be employed with them,
methinks Is entirely
peculiar. Many of our Thelir
common people call It language.
an easy language, which
is soon Jearned, but I am of a con-
trary opinfon. For those who can
understand thelir words to some ex-
tent and repeat them, fail greatly

® Sacklema, later In de Noord-Amerl-
kaansche werken steeds Sachem ge
Boemdq,

¢ 8ackiema; subsequently in North
American works always ealied Sachem.

passe comen;

or THE StaT® Oor NEW YoRK. 59

de sprake Asdod.® Want dese natle
heeft sware aspiratie ende vele
litterras gutturales die meer In de
kele dan door den mond, tanden
ende lippen geformeert worden,
hetwelcke onse popelt ongevwent
signde, op sijne wijse een groven
slach daerinne slaet ende wmeynt
sijne dingen noch wonder wel
gedaen te hebben. °'Tis waer, men
can lichtelijck soo vele leeren als
genoech is om te handelen, maer
dit geachiedt bijcans soo vele int
wijsen met duym ende vingeren als
door spreken; het welcke in gzaken
van religle s00 niet soude connen
geachieden., Oock 800 schijnt het
dat se bare tale voor ons llever
occulteren, dan behoorlijck mede-
deylen, ten sij dan {n Qdingen die
in. den dagelijckschen handel te
seggende dat het
gencech is dat wij hen daerinne
verstaen connen: snde dan spreken
se noch maer halve redenen, afge-
cortede woorden ende noemen dick-
wils een douzijne dingen ende noch
meer; jae al wat met malcanderen
slechts eenige rouwe gelijckenisse

.- heeft noemen sij dickwils al met

énen name. In summa °'t is een
gemaeckte kyndische tale: soo dat
selfs degone dle best van allen met
den Wilden connen spreken ende
in handel seer wel te rechte comen,
nochtans gansch blind staen ende
gelijck als met bgpeuist sijn, als
sy de Wilden allene onder mal-
canderen hooren apreken.

~only  half

® Hij doelt op Nebemia xI11:24.

¢ Verwant met gepeupel.

1 Baeuls (sic). Kaun bet ook in ver.
band stasn met het Fransche bdijy.
aasmwoord esbabi?

in the pronunciation, and speak &
broken language, like the language
of Anhidod.* For these people hnve
difficult aupirates and many gut-
tural letters, which are forwed
more Iin the throat than by the
mouth, teeth and lips, to which our
peoplet are not accustomed, and
making a bold stroke at which
they lmagine that they have accom-
plished something wonderful, It
im true one can learn as miuch as
le sufficient for the purposes of
trading, but this occurs almost as
much by signs with the thumb and
fingers as Ly spesking; but this
cannot he done in religlous matters.
It alno seems to us that they rather
design to concenl their Innguage
from us than to properly commubi-
cate It. except In things which
happen In daily trade; saying that
it i suficient for us to underatand
them In that; and then they speak
sentences, shortened
words, and frequently call out s
dozen things and even more; and
all things which have only a rude
resemblance to each other, they
frequently call by the same name.
In truth it ts A made-up, childish
language; o0 that even those who
can hest of all speak with tbe
savages, and got along well In
trade, are neverthelesa wholly n
the dark and hewlldered$ when
they hear the savages talking
among themaelves,

- e

¢ 1le alludes to Neh. 13:24: And thelr

children spuke baif la the speech of
Asbidnd, and could not speak In the
Jewa language,

t Penpie — popel, conpected with ge-

peupel,— populace, mob.

$ Rewlidered — baenls (sic). Can thia
word stand in connection with the
French adjective esbahi?

1688
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. Tue Natives.

Wat sengnet ¢ natle deses
Lands, dle vynd ick gansch wild
ende woest, vreemsd van alle horger-

As to the natlves of this country,
I find themn entirely savage and
wild, strangers to all decency, yea,
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lijcke sedicheyd, Jne onbeleeft ende
bot als tuynstaken, In alle boo-
sheyd ende godloosheyd gelijek als
gebromoveert, venluyvelde men-
schen, die nlemand anders dan den
Duyvel dienen, wesvnide dle Geest,
dien sl op hure sprake Menetto
noenel: gelljck si) wmede onder
dien tytel begrijpen alles wat
subtyl ende geestich Is ende beyde
men schelijck vernuft ende crach.
ten te boven gaet. 8ij gaen met
velc tooverijen, waerseggingen,
hesweeringen ende sncode consten
om, 800 datse bijua In genige
banden ofte sloten en siju te
houden. S8i§ sljn soo dlefachtich

uncivil and stupld as garden poles,
proficient u all wickedness and
godlessness; devilish men, who
serve nobody but the devil, that
is, the apirit, which, In their lan-
guage, they call Menetto; under
which title they com-

prehend everything that Their

is eubtle and crafty Character.
and beyond human skil}

and power. They have so much
witcheraft, divination, sorcery, and
wicked tricks, that they cannot be
bheld in by any bands or locks.
They are as thievish and treach-
erous as they are tall; and iIn
cruelty they are altogether in-
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ende verradisch als sij groot zijn:
ende In wreedheyd sljose gansch
onmenschelijck ende 1eer dan
Barbarisch ende gaen ('Africanen
daerin al verde te boven.®

Ick hebbe dies aengaende aen
verscheydene personen elders ges-
chreven, nilet twijfelende of de
Broeder Crol sal daervan aen
UWE. ofte immers aan de Heeren
Bewyndhebberen genoech geach-
reven hebben: gelijck oock van het
snoode verrned ende de moorderijre,
die de Mahicans eent oppereynde
deser Riviere tegens het fort Oran-
glen voorgenomen hadden,® doch is
hun misluckt door een genadige
bestieringe des Heeren ons ten
goede: de welcke als het hem ge-
Heft, in dese onnatuyrlijcke men-
schen onversiens natuyrlijcke bewe-
gingen " weet te storten om haer
doen te beletten. Hoe men nu
best dese luyden tot de ware ken-
nisse Godes ende des Middelners
Christi soude connen aenleyden,
is qualijck te seggen. Ick en can
mij selven niet genoech verwonde-
ren wie UWerB. ende velen an-
deren int Vaderland soo vele op
de mouwe gespeldt mach bhebben,
belangende de geseggelijckheyd de-
ser lleden, en den goeden aerdt,
de gevoechlijcke principia religionts
ende vestigla legis naturae die bij
haer souden sijn: in de welcke ick

human, more than barbarous, far
exceeding the Africans®

1 Lave written concerning these
things to several parsons eleewbere,
not doubdbting that Brother Crol will
have written sufficient to’ your
Reverence, or to .the FHonorable
Directors; as also of the base
treachery, and the murders which
the Mohicans, at the upper part of
this river, had planned against
Fort Orange,t but, by the graclous
futerponition of the Lord, for our
good — who, when it pleased him,
knows how to pour, unexpectedly,
natural [mpulses into these un-
natural men, in order to prevent
them — they did not ’
succeed. How these
people can best be
fed to the true knowl-
edge of ¢lod and of
the Mediator Christ, is hard to say.
I ecannot myself wonder enough
who it is that bas imposed so much
upon your Reverence and many
others in the Fatherland, concern-
ing the docllity of these people and
their good nature, the proper prin-
cipia religionis and vestigia legle
naturae which should be among
them:; In whom I have as yet been
able to discover hardly a single
good polat, except that they do not
speak 80 jeeringly and so scof-
fingly of the godiike and glorious

Dificulties
of thelr
oconversion.

* Hi) kon dit uit eigene ondervinding,
io Africa opgedaan, getuigen.

* Brodhead spreekt ook hiervan nlet:
slleen dat in het voorjaar van dit jaar
1028, digt bij het fort Oranje vijande-
iijkheden ultgebrok tusach
de Mahicans, ook eiders Moblcanen ge-
heeten, en de Mohawks, waarblj de
eerstgencemden versiagen en verjasgd
sijnde, naar Connecticut River geweken
waren. L. 1. 113 en hjer onder In het
vervolg des briefe.

¢ He could testify as to this from ke
owan experience, obtaised in Africa.

® Brodhesd does not speak of this;
only that in the spring of 1628, close by
Fort Orange, animosities bad broken out
between the Mahicans, elsewhere called
Moheganes, and tbhe Mohawks, 80 that
the first named, smitten and pursued,
betook themselves to the Connecticut
river. L. 1, 113 aad toward the sequel
of this letter.
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60 EccLzsiastioal. Rrocorna

Wel, of men dan d'oude in baer
weeen llute enide aen den kinder-
kous dle nuch jongh sijn, begonne.
Tslj) alzoo. Maer alj moesten van
junckes op van haren ouderen af-
gosondert werden, jae van bare
gansche Natie: Want, soncder dit,
800 souden se de heydenunche grillen
ende duyvelryen terstond mon ge-
went sijn als d'oude, die doch van
selfs door een) rechtveerdich oordeel
Qodes in hare herten geknedet sijn
van naturen: soo dat se ¢ens dlepe
wortelen gecrengen hebbende door
gewoante, gansch awaerlijk daee.
van souden aijn aftebrengon. Doch
dene afeonderinge Is qualijck te
doen. Want d'oudern hebben hare
kinderen herteltjck llef, ende sovden
seer novde dncraf scheyden, c¢nde
ale het geschiedt (want men heeft
or al prouve af) ano en stjn d'ouders
nimniérmeer te degen gerust, ende
nemen se weder steels wijse wecebh,
ofte wmnken dat se van selfs ont-
loopen.  Nochtane dies weege mo-
eate men uyt, al soude men cunige
conten dnertoe nenwenden, om de
kinderen door gaven ende onder
goede beloften met danck ende
wille der ouderen te hecomen, om
de selve onder de hand van enich
welervaren eunde godsalich school-
meenter te hestellen, daer se moch-
ten geoeffend werden, niet alleen-
lijck in onse tale te apreken, te
lesen ende te schrijven, maer oock
vooruemelljck in de fundamenten
ouser Cbhristelijcker religie, ende
daer beneffens daer sij niet dan
Rgoede exempelen enes deugtsamen
levrens en zagen: mids dat se noch-
tanes romtijds onder melkanderen
hare moederlijeke tale spraken om
de selve niet te vergeten. nin ap-
parentlijck een voorneme wliddel
nijnde om de kennlsse der Religle
onder de gansche Natie uytte-
breiden. Ondertusschen en moeste
men niet vergeten den FKeere om

It would be weil then to leave
the parents as they are, and begin

with the children who are stfll -

young. 80 be it. But they onght
in youth to be separated from their
parents; yea, from their whole na-
tion. For, without this, they would
forthwith be as much accustomed
as their parents to heathenish
tricks and devlitries, which are
kneaded naturally in their hearts
By themselves through a just judg-
ment of God; o that having once,
by habit. obtained deep root, they
would with great diffi. .
culty be emancipated  Duty of
therefrom. But this instructing
separation is hard the Indian
to effect, for the ohildren.
parents have a strong

aftection for their children, and are

very loth to part with them; and,

when they are separated from
them, as we have already bad
proof, the parents are never con-
tented, but take them away stenith.
Hly, or Induce them to ron away.
Nevertheless, although it would be
attended with some expense, we
ought, by means of presents,
and promises to obtain the children,
with the gratitude and consent
of the parenta; In order to
place them under the jnstruc-
tion of some experienced and
godly schoolmaster, where they
may be instrycted not only to
speak, read, and write in our lan-

gunge, but also especially in the -

fundamentals of our Christlan re-
liglon; and where, besides, they
will see nothing but the good ex-
ample of virtuous living; but they
must sometimes speak their native
tongue amoang themselves, in order
not to forget it, as belng evidently
a principal means of spreading the
knowledge of réligion through the
whole nation. In the meantime we
should not forget to bessech the

or TR State or Nrw York.

sijben segen te soliciteren met vie-
rige ende geduyrige gebeden, dle
doch dingen die ongeaien siin, baest
gesien ende gelegen can maken,
ale den dooden het leven geeft ande
roupt hetgene dat plet en s als
of het ware ende daertoe rijck
sijnde in barmharticheyd bem ont-
fermt wiens hij wil: gelijck hij
sich onser ontfermt heeft om aljn
volck te wesen, als wij te voren
niet ontfermt ende sijn voick niet
en waren, ende heeft ons, als wij
met een gelljcke sop aller verdor-
vent'heden overgoten waren, afge-
wassen, geheyligt ende gerechtveer-
digt, ons roupende tot de zalige
kennisse sijns Boons, ende uyt de
macht der duysternisse tot sijnen
wonderbaeriijcken lichte. Ende ait
achte lck soo vele te noodiger als
_de toorn Godes ende vioek te
swaerder 1s, de welcke tot noch toe
op dese elendige natle bevonden
wordt te leggen. Magschien of
hem God mnoch tem eynde ont-
fermde, opdat de volheyd der hey-

denen allenskens inconem mochte

ende het hey! onses Godes oock al-
hier genlen mochte werden onder
dese wilde ende woeste menschen.
Ick hope een sorgfuldige ooge over
dese luyden te bouden ende soo
vele van hare tale te leeren ailn
doenlijck oljn sal, ende te prac-
tiseren op Detere gelegentheden
haerder onderwijsinge dan men tot
" noch toe heeft connen vynden.

61

Lord, with ardent and continual
prayers, for Hia blensing: who can
make things which .
are unseen suddenly Prayer.
and opportunely to Sovereignty
appear; who gives of God,
ife to the dgnd: calls
that which s not as though "
were: and belug rich In mercy has
pity on whom He will; as He bas
companajonnted us to be His peo-
ple; nnd bas washed us clean, sanc-
tified us and justified vs, when we
were covered with all manner of
corruption, calling us to the blessed
knowledge of His Son, and from
the power of darkness to His mar-
vellous light. And this 1 regard so
much the more necessary, as the
wrath and curse of God, resting
upon this minerable people, 18 found
to b the heavier. Perchance God
may to that end bave mercy upon
them, that the fuloess of the hea-
then may be gradually brought in,
and the salvation of our God may
be here also seen among these wild
savage men, 1 hope to keep A
watchful eye over thesae people,
and 1o learn an much of their lan-
guage as will be practicable, and
to secek better opportunities for
thelr instruction than Dhitherto it
han Lieen possible to find.

. 1098
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A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE MOHAWK IN--
DIANS, BY REVEREND JOHANNES
MEGAPOLENSIS, JR., 1644

A Short Account of the Mohawk Indians, therr Country, Lan-
guage, Slature, Dress, Religion and Government, thus
described and recently, August 26, 1644, sent out of New
Netherland, by Johannes Megapolensis the younger, Preacher
there.
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172 NARRATIVES OF NEW NETHERLAND {1044

. The inhabitants of this country are of two kinds: first,
Christians—at least so called; second, Indians. Of the Chris-
tians I shall sy nothing; my design is to speak of the Indians
only. These among us are again of two kinds: first, the
Mahakinbns, or, as they call themselves, Kajingahaga; sec-
ond, the Mahakans, otherwise called Agotzagena.! These two
nations have different languages, which have no affinity with
each other, like Dutch and Latin. These people formerly
carried on 8 great war against each other, but since the Maha-
kanders were subdued by the Mahakobaas, peace has subsisted
between them, and the conquered are obliged to bring a yearly
contribution to the others. We live among both these kinds
of Indians; and when they come to us from their country, or
we go to them, they do us every act of friendship. The prin-
cipal nation of all the savages and Indians hereabouts with
which we have the most intercourse, is the Mahakuaas,’ who
have laid all the other Indians near us under contribution.
This nation has a very difficult language, and it costs me great
pains to learn it, so as to be able to speak and preach in it
fluently. There is no Christian here who understands the
language thoroughly; those who have lived here long can use a
kind of jargon just sufficient to carry on trade with it, but they
do not understand the fundamentals of the language. I am
making a vocabulary of the Mahakuaas’ language, and when
I am among them I ask them how things are called; but as they
are very stupid, I sometimes cannot make them understand
what I want. Moreover when they tell me, one tells me the
word in the infinitive mood, another in the indicative; one in the
first, another in the second person; one in the present, another
in the preterit. So I stand oftentimes and look, but do not
know how to put it down. And as they have declensions and
conjugations also, and have their augments like the Greeks,
1 am like one distracted, and frequently cannot tell what to do,
and there is no one to set me right. I shall have to speculate
in this alone, in order to become in time an Indian grammarian.
When I first observed that they pronovnced their words so
differently, I asked the commissary of the company * what it

* Mohawks and Mobhicans. * Mohawks.

* Presumably Bastiaen Jansen Kroj, who had been at Fort Orange most of
the time from 1626.
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meant. He answered me that he did not know, but imagined
they changed their language every two or three years; I argued
against this that it could never be that a whole nation should
change its language with one consent;—and, although he has
been oconnected with them herc these twenty years, he can
afford me no assistance.

The people and Indians heré in this country are like us
Dutchmen in body and stature; some of them have well
formed features, bodies and limbs; they all have black hair and
eyes, but their skin is yellow. In summer they go naked, hav-
ing only their private parts covered with a patch. The children
and young folks to ten, twelve and fourteen years of age go
stark naked. In winter, they hang about them simply an un-
dressed deer or bear or panther skin; or they take some
beaver and otter skins, wild cat, raccoon, martin, otter, mink,
squirre! or such like skins, which are plenty in this country,
and sew some of them to others, until it is a square piece, and
that is then a garment for them; or they buy of us Dutchmen
two and a half ells of duffel, and that they hang simply about
them, just as it was torn off, without sewing it, and walk away
with it. They look at themeelves constantly, and think they
are very fine. They make themselves stockings and also shoes
of deer skin, or they take leaves of their corn, and plait them
together and use them for shoes. The women, as well as the
men, go with their heads bare. The women let their hair grow
very long, and tie it together a little, and let it hang down their
backs. The men have a long lock of hair hanging down, some
on one side of the head, and some on both sides. On the top
of their heads they have a streak of hair from the forehead to
the neck, about the breadth of three fingers, and this they
shorten until it is about two or three fingers long, and it stands
right on end like a cock’s comb or hog’s bristles; on both sides
of this cock’s comb they cut all the hair short, except the
aforesaid locks, and they also leave on the bare places here
and there small locks, such as are in sweeping-brushes, and
then they are in fine array.

They likewise paint their faces red, blue, etc., and then
they look like the Devil himself. They smear their heads with
bear’s-grease, which they all carry with them for this purpose
in a emall basket; they say they do it to make their hair grow
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better and to prevent their having lice.  When they travel,
they take with them some of their maize, a kettle, a wooden
bowl, and a spoon; these they pack up and hang on their
backs. Whenever they are hungry, they forthwith make a
fire and cook; they can get fire by rubbing pieces of wood
against one another, and that very quickly.

They generally live without marriage; and if any of them
have wives, the marriage continues no longer than seems good
to one of the parties, and then they separate, and each takes
another partner. I have seen those who had parted, and
afterwards lived a long time with others, leave these again,
scek their former partners, and again be one pair. And,
though they have wives, yet they will not leave off whoring;
and il they can sleep with another man's wife, they think
it a brave thing. The women are exceedingly addicted to
whoring; they will lie with a man for the value of one, two,
or three schillings,' and our Dutchmen run after them very
much.

The women, when they have been delivered, go about im-
mediately afterwards, and be it ever so cold, they wash them-
selves and the young child in the river or the snow. They will
not lie down (for they say that if theydid they would soon die),
but keep going about. They are obliged to cut wood, to travel
three or four leagues with the child; in short, they walk, they
stand, they work, as if they had not lain in, and we cannot see
that they suffer any injury by it; and we sometimes try to
persuade our wives to lie-in 8o, and that the way of lying-in in
Holland is & mere fiddle-faddle. The men have great authority
over their concubines, so that if they do anybthing which does
not please and raises their passion, they take an axe and knock
them in the head, and there is an end of it. The women are
obliged to prepare the land, to mow, to plant, and do every-
thing; the men do nothing, but hunt, fish, and make war upon
their enemies. They are very cruel towards their enemies in
time of war; for they first bite off the nails of the fingers of
their captives, and cut off some joints, and sometimes even
whole fingers; after that, the captives are forced to eing and
dance before them stark naked; and finally, they roast their
prisoners dead before a slow fire for some days, and then eat

' The Dutch achilling was equivalent to twelve cents.
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them up. The common people eat the arms, buttocks and
trunk, but the chiefs eat the head and the heart.

Our Mahakas carry on great wars against the Indians of
Canada, on the River Saint Lawrence, and take many captives,
and sometimes there are French Christians among them.
Last year, our Indians got a great booty from the French on
the River Saint Lawrence, and took three Frenchmen, one of
whom was a Jesuit.! They killed one, but the Jesuit (whose

left thumb was cut off, and all the nails and parts of his fingers -

were bitten,) we released, and sent him to France by a yacht
which was going to our country. They spare all the children
from ten to twelve years old, and all the women whom they
take in war, unless the women are very old, and then they kil
them too. Though they are so very cruel to their enemies, they
are very friendly to us, and we have no dread of them. We go
with them into the woods, we meet with each other, sometimes
at an hour or two’s walk from any houses, and think no more
about it than as if we met with a Christian. THey sleep by us,
too, in our chambers before our beds. I have had eight at
once lying and sleeping upon the floor near my bed, for it is
their custom to sleep simply on the bare ground, and to have
only a stone or & bit of wood under their heads. In the evening,
they go to bed very soon after they have supped; but early in
the morning, before day begins to break, they are up again.
They are very slovenly and dirty; they wash neither their face
nor hands, but let all remain upon their yellow skin, and look
like hogs. Their bread is Indian corn beaten to pieces between
two stones, of which they make a cake, and bake it in the ashes:
their other victuals are venison, turkies, hares, bears, wild
cats, their own dogs, etc. The fish they cook just as they get
them out of the water without cleansing; also the entrails of
deer with all their contents, which they cook a little; and if the
intestines are then too tough, they take one end in their mouth,
and the other in their hand, and between hand and mouth they
separate and eat them. So they do commonly with the flesh,

* This happened on August 2, 1642, The Jesuit whose life was spared was
the celebrated Father Lsaac Jogues, of whom a fuller account appears later, in the
introduction to portions of his writings included in this volume. His captivity
lasted till August, 1643, The relation of Megapolensis to his relense is set forth

- in the pieces alluded to, pp. 248, 252, post.
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for they carve a little piece and lay it on the fire, as long as
one would need to walk from his house to church, and then it is
done; and then they bite into it so that the blood runs along
their mouths. They can also take & piece of bear’s-fat as large
as two fists, and eat it clear without bread or anything else.
It is natural to them to have no beards; not one in an hundred
has any hair about his mouth.

They have also naturally a very high opinion of themselves;
they say, Ihy Othkon, (*I am the Devil”) by which they mean
that they are superior folks. In order to praise themselves and
their people, whenever we tcll them they are very expert at
catching deer, or doing this and that, they say, Tkoschs ko,
aguweechon Kajingahaga kouaane Jountuckcha Othkon; that is,
“Really all the Mohawks are very cunning devils.” They
make their houses of the bark of trees, very close and warm,
and kindle their fire in the middle of them. They also make of
the peeling and bark of trees, canoes or small boats, which will
carry four, five and six persons. In like manner they hollow
out trees, and use them for boats, some of which are very large.
I have several times sat and sailed with ten, twelve and fourteen
persons in one of these hollowed logs. We have in our colony*
a wooden canoc obtained from the Indians, which will easily
carry two hundred schepels® of wheat. Their weapons in war
were formerly a bow and arrow, with a stone axe and mallet;
but now they get from our people guns, swords, iron axes and

mallets. Their money consists of certain little bones, made of-

shells or cockles, which are found on the sea-beach; a hole is
drilled through the middle of the little bones, and these they
string upon thread, or they make of them belts as broad as a
hand, or broader, and hang them on their necks, or around their
bodies. They have also several holes in their ears, and there
they likewise hang some. They value these little bones as
highly as many Christians do gold, silver and pearls; but they
do not like our money, and esteem it no better than iron. I
once showed one of their chiefs a rix-dollar; he asked how
much it was worth among the Christians; and when I told him,
he laughed excecdingly at us, saying we were fools to value a
piece of iron so highly; and if he had such money, he would
throw it into the river. They place their dead upright in holes,
! Rensselaerswyck, ? The achepel was about three pecks.
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and do not lay them down, and then they throw some trees

and wood on the grave, or enclose it with palisades. They

have their set times for going to catch fish, bears, panthers,
beavers and eels. In the spring, they catch vast quantities of
shad and lampreys, which are exceedingly large here; they lay
them on the bark of trees in the sun, and dry them thoroughly
hard, and then put them in notasten, or bags, which they plait
from hemp which grows wild here, and keep the fish till winter.
When their corn is ripe, they take it from the ears, open deep
pits, and preserve it in these the whole winter. They can also
make nets and seines in their fashion; and when they want
to fish with seines, ten or twelve men will go together and help
each other, all of whom own the seine in common.

They are entire strangers to all religion, but they have a
Tharonhijouaagon, (whom they also otherwise call Athzoock-
kuatoriaho,) that is, a Genius, whom they esteem in the place
of God; but they do not serve him or make offerings to him.
They worship and present offerings to the Devil, whom they
call Otskon, or Aireskuoni. If they have any bad luck in war,
they catch a bear, which they cut in pieces, and roast, and that
they offer up to their Aireskuoni, saying in substance, the
following words: ‘‘Oh! great and mighty Aireskuoni, we
confess that we have offended against thee, inasmuch as we
have not killed and eaten our captive enemies;—forgive us
this. We promise that we will kill and eat all the captives
we shall hereafter take as certainly as we have killed, and now
eat this bear.”” Also when the weather is very hot, and there
comes a cooling breeze, they cry out directly, Asoronusi,
asoronust, Otskon aworouhst reinnuha,; that is, ‘I thank thee,
Ithank thee, devil, I thank thee, little uncle!” If they are sick,
or have a pain or soreness anywhere in theirlimbs, and I ask
them what ails them they say that the Devil sits in their body,
or in the sore places, and bites them there; so that they at-
tribute to the Devil at once the accidents which befall them;
they have otherwise no religion. When we pray they laugh
at us. Some of them despise it entirely; and some, when we
tell them what we do when we pray, stand astonished. When
we deliver a sermon, sometimes ten or twelve of them, more or
less, will attend, each having a long tobacco pipe, made by him-
gelf, in his mouth, and will stand awhile and look, and after-
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wards ask me what I am doing and what I want, that I stand
there alone and make so many words, while none of the rest
may speak, I tell them that I am admonishing the Christians,
that they must not steal, nor commit lewdness, nor get drunk,
nor commit murder, and that they too ought not to do these
things; and that I intend in process of time to preach the
same to them and come to them in their own country and
castles (about three days’ journey from here, further inland),
when I am acquaninted with their language. Then they say
I do well to teach the Christians; but immediately add,
Diatennon jawij Assirioni, hagiouisk, that is, “Why do so
many Christians do these things?” They call us Assirioni,
that is, cloth-makers, or Charistooni, that is, iron-workers,
because our people first brought cloth and iron among them.

They will not come into a house where there is & men-
struous woman, nor eat with her. No woman may touch
their snares with which they catch deer, for they say the deer
can scent it.

The other day an old woman came to our house, and told
my people that her forefathers had told her *‘that Tharonhij-
Jagon, that is, God, once went out walking with his brother, and
a dispute arose between them, and God killed his brother.” I
suppose this fable took its rise from Cain and Abel. They
have a droll theory of the Creation, for they think that a
pregnant woman fell down from heaven, and that a tortoise,
(tortoises are plenty and large here, in this country, two, three
and four feet long, some with two heads, very mischievous and
addicted to biting) took this pregnant woman on its back,
because every place was covered with water; and that the
woman sat upon the tortoise, groped with her hands in the
water, and scraped together some of the earth, whence it
finally happened that the earth was raised above the water.
They think that there are more worlds than one, and that we
came from another world.

The Mohawk Indians are divided into three tribes, which
are called Ochkari, Anaware, Oknaho, that is, the Bear, the
Tortoise and the Wolf. Of these, the Tortoise is the greatest
and most prominent; and they boast that they are the
oldest descendants of the woman before mentioned. These
have made a fort of palisades, and they call their castle
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Asserué.! Those of the Bear are the next to these, and their cas-
tleis called by them Banagiro.’ The last are a progeny of these,

. and their castle is called Thenondiogo.* These Indian tribes each

the beast after which they are named (as the arms in
their banner) when they go to war against their enemies, and
this is done as well for the terror of their enemies, as for a sign
of their own bravery. Lately one of their chiefs came to me
and presented me with a beaver, an otter, and some cloth he
had stolen from the French, which I must accept as a token of
good fellowship. When he opened his budget he had in it a
dried head of a bear, with grinning teeth. I asked him what
that meant? He answered me that he fastened it upon his
left shoulder by the side of his head, and that then he was the
devil, who cared for nothing, and did not fear any thing.

The government among them consists of the oldest, the most
intelligent, the most eloquent and most warlike men. These
commonly resolve, and then the young and warlike men exe-
cute. But if the common people do not approve of the resolu-
tion, it is left entirely to the judgment of the mob. The chiefs
are generally the poorest among them, for instead of their
receiving from the common people as among Christians, they
are obliged to give to the mob; especially when any one is
killed in war, they give great presents to the next of kin of the
deceased; and if they take any prisoners they present them
to that family of which one has been killed, and the prisoner is
then adopted by the family into the place of the deceased
person. There is no punishment here for murder and other
villainies, but every one is his own avenger. The friends of the
deceased revenge themselves upon the murderer until peace is
made by presents to the next of kin. But although they are so
cruel, and live without laws or any punishments for evil doers,
yet there are not half so many villainies or murders cgmmitted
amongst them as amongst Christians; so that I ofentimes
think with astonishment upon all the murders committed in
the Fatherland, notwithstanding their severe laws ang heavy
penalties. These Indians, though they live without pws, or
fear of punishment, do not (at least, they very seldém) kill

' Assereawe appearson Van der Donck’s map on the north side of the Mohawk
River, not far up. :

* Kanagiro; see p. 142, supra. * See p. 145, supra.
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people, unless it may be in a great passion, or a hand-to-hand
fight. Wherefore we go wholly unconcerned along with the
Indians and meet each other an hour's walk off in the woods,
without doing any harm to one another.

JOHANNES MEGAPOLENSIS.
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This issue's translation comes from legal papers at the archives in Amhem. It concerns the suit berween Brant van Slic}!tcnhorsg former
director of Rensselaerswijck, and the guardians of the patroon. Slichtenhort’s stormy tenure as director of the “colonie” (1648-.1652)
culminated in the establishment of Beverwijck and his expulsion from New Netherland. After retiring to his estate near Nijkerk,
Slichtenhorst attempted to settle a claim for £15,000 against the patroonship. A major factor in his Flaim was lh.e expenses mcurret.! from
his relations with the Maguaes [Mohawks). The following deposition paints a picture of a Dutch village essentially under occupation by
the native Americans and a director struggling with the clash of two cultures:

ereas the cruel, barbaric Indians, called the
Magquaes, not only receive tribute annually
from other nations situated 70 (Dutch) miles around
them and the colony but also summon them to war
to go fight with them against their enemies the
French Christians and Indians who live in Canada.
There they carried on a very cruel and inhuman war
against one another in 1648, 1649, 1650 and 1651.
The sad experiences produced by it is evident, as
also can be seen from the Indians’ proposal.

3 front to back; and as one party left another took its

place throughout the year.

Thus the field commanders often were so bold
as to go sit at the table of their own accord and take
food and drink, dividing it among themselves as
long as it lasted. I even had to guard against their
taking meat and bacon from the garret, although this
was done mostly surreptitiously.

And when the commanders had been well enter-
tained for some days, we then had to provide them
with com, beans, peas, an axe, an awl, a breechcloth
or a pair of stockings. And if we were slow about it,
then they claimed that they had to fight for us
Christians, and that it was necessary to provide them
with every weapon: guns, powder, lead and every
other necessity, as the French do for their Indians—
this can be seen in their proposal.

Also, that the Christians occupied their land that
they had conquered from the Mahikanders by the
sword; and that they let us Christians live there, so
that you had to accommodate them in every way or
the Christians might just as well go back over the
great water.

And if you did not accede to their foul wishes
and demands, then they openly dared to threaten to
kill the horses, cattle and hogs; even the Christians,
as the director also experienced in his house and
outside at various times.

Furthermore, it was often the case that the field
commanders of the Maquaes came into the colony,
which lies between them, and summoned the other
nations to appear there. The patroon’s house was
their meeting place because those of the fort and the
3 small houses, which were then in the settlement
[bijeenwoninghe, i.e., north of Fort Orange] could
or would not offer lodgings, therefore they sent all
of them to the patroon’s; also the sick and wounded.
As aresult the entire house was full of Indians from

2

§. These campaigns lasted from spring to autumn,
until we received news that the French Christians
and Indians had killed and taken prisoner 5 to 600
Maquaes at the great lake [Lake Erie?); so many that
there were few left in the first and second castles of
the Maquaes.

After this defeat the Maquaes continued from
time to time to be a great annoyance to the French
and their Indians. As a result we had to witness daily
great sorrow. And when they terrorized French
Christians by cutting off limbs, burning, and bring-
ing them to the verge of death, our Christians had to
give the Maquaes large amounts of money in order
to keep them alive. Also, whenever the Maquaes
commanders went out to collect their annual tribute
from their nations at various times each year, they
usually came to the patroon’s house, as they went
g:t and returned, to take up lodgings for several

ys.

In addition, many young toughs and ruffians of
every nation ran around daily, doing the most
damage by killing cattle and hogs, and often daring
to say openly to me, “Give us bacon and meat or we
will kill the cattle and hogs.” Once they killed two
big fathogs for Slichtenhorst and ate them up amon g
themselves, so that Slichtenhorst only got the head
of one of the hogs.



Lesson 4
Objectives

Activities

Resources -

1. Students will be able to
distinguish between
objective and subjective
information.

2. Students will be more
familiar with the outlook
of the 17th- century
settlers on the natives.

. In groups, have the students read and analyze various

fragments of the description of the Indians by Van der
Donck. Have them prepare some kind of presentation (of
their choosing) about the reading (for example, a drawing,
sketch, skit, written/spoken report).

Group I. Describe the looks of an Indian, according to
Van der Donck. You can draw and paint the person,
add written information, etc. Which matters are
objective, which are subjective?

Group II: Give a description of the different nations and
languages of the natives, according to Van der
Donck. You could locate them on a map.

Group III: How does Van der Donck describe the
character and the pastimes of the Indians?

Group 1V: Describe the religion of the Indians. What do
they think about Christianity according to Van der
Donck?

(Continued on next page)

1. A. van der Donck, a
Description of New
Netherland,
(Amsterdam, 1656),
Goedhuys translation
(1992), 89-118;
Thomas F. O' Donnel,
ed., Jeremias Johnson,
trans., (Syracuse
University Press,
1968), 102-109.
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Vande feeden en ongemeene eyghens
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in Nieuw Nederlandt,-

Hare gedaentedet lichimen ende waerom men
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Of The Manners And Extraordinary Qualities Of The

Original Natives Of New Netherland

Their Bodily Shape, And Why They Are Called Savages

Having briefly spoken of the attributes of the land as

far as needful, it will also be worthwhile to treat in the




following of the nature of its original natives, so that when
the Christians shall have multiplied there, and the savages
melted away, we may not suffer the regret that their manners
and customs‘have likewise passed from memory.

In figure, build and shape of the body, both men and
women are equal to the aVerage‘and well-proportioned sort here
in the Netherlands. In height, and as between height or weight
.and girth tﬁey vary as elsevwhere, the one less, the other more,
and seldom deviate from the average. Their limbs are nimble
and supple, and they can run prodigiously with striking
stamina, carrying big and heavy packs with them. They are very
good at voluntary physical exercise when so inclined, but
quite averse --chiefly the menfolk-~ to heévy sustained
labor of a slavish type. They arrange all their tasks and
affairs accordingly, so that they will not need to do or /53/
work much.

Congenital defects and deformities are very seldom seen
amongst them, and in all my time in that country I never
encountered more than one who was born with an unsound body.
Cripples, hunchbacks or otherwise misshapen persons are so
rarely seen that one may in truth say that such do not exist
there, and if one does occasionally observe a maimed or infirm
individual, it will appear upon inquiry that the defeét
resulted from an accident or was inflicted in war. All are
slender and clean-limbed, and none is particularly heavy, fat
or éross. Although generaliy speaking nzature has not endowed
them with surpassing wisdom, and they must develop their best

judgment without formal training, yet one finds no fools,
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madmen, maniacs or lunatics among them. 3oth men and women
tend to be broad-shouldered and slim-waisted. The hair of the
head, before it is changed by old age, is always jet-black,
quite sleek and uncurled, and almost as coarse as a horse's
tail. Any other color or kind of hair they regard as
conspicuously ugly. On the chest, under the arms, and on the
chin and the private parts of the body they have no or very
1ittlé hair; any hair that does come up sparsely in the Said
places they pluck out at the root. It rarely regrows, other
than on old men, some of whom are a little stubbly here and
there around the chin. All, men and women alike, have fine
faces with black-brorm eyes and snow-white teeth. Purblingd or
cross—eyed persons are very seldom found amongst fhem. of
those borh blind I have never heard or been told, and tihey
seldom lose their sight by accident. I have known of only one
with cataracts on both eyes, whom smallpox had left blind. In
great 0ld age their sight fails, but not as early as in this
country. _

The hue or color of their bodies is generally not as
white as ours, though some quite fair-skinned ones are to be
found, and most are born white. The rest tend towards a
.yellowish complexion like the'Gypsies or heathens who roam
through our country, or like the country folk who are much in
the open, as they are, without guarding against the sun and
air. Their yellowness is no fault of nature, but only an
acquired feature due to the heat of the sun which burns more
vowerfully than in this country. Passed from generation to

generation, the effect is 211 the stronger. Despite the
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yellowness they all share, some more than others, one finds
many handsome and graceful persons and faces among botp men
and women. It is true that at first sight they appear somewhat
strange to our people, because color, speech, and dress are so
different, but for those who associate with them frequently
the strangeness soon passes. And it seems‘that their womenfolk
have an attractive grace about them, for several Dutchmen, ere
many Dutch women were to be had there, became infatuated with i
them. Their countenance and facial features are a2s theirs and
 as varied as in this country, seldom strikingly beautiful and
even more rarely very ugly /54/, and if they were instructed
as our women are they wogld no doubt differ little from thenm,
if at all.

The original natives of that country --for there are
now also many natives not originally from there, but Christians
born of Christians-- were all called savages by our people as
a general eppellation, though they are divided into many
different tribes. That name, as far as can be ascertained, was
given them from the first and is quite appropriate for a
number of reasons. Pirst, on account of religion, because they
have none or so little as to be virtuélly in a state of nature.
Second, as regards marriage and in the recognition of landed
property they deviate so far from the general laws that they
may well be called savage, because they act in those matters
almost at will. Third, as the Christians, to set themselves
apart, give foreign nations the names of Turks or Mamelukes
or Barbarians since the term heathen is too general and little

used abroad, they did not wish to include the American natives
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in thati term either. Similarly, the terms black and white are
cusfomary among those who have business overseas, to distinguish
the Negroes from our and similar nations, but neither of those
names quite fitted the Americans; who tend towards the olive-
colored: Therefore our people o the spur of the moment rather
with forethought, it may be supposed, called them savages, as
the first name that occurred to them. And since the first
opinion of women and the uneducated is best, it seems .
appropriate that they be called savages, because they are

quite wild and are strangers to the Christian religion.

/67/ Of The Different Nations And Ianguages

The variety of nations, tribes, and languages in that
part of the world is as great as in Burope. Those of one tribe

or nation tend to kXeev together and have a particular chief
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and their own form of government. There are also higher chiefs,
to whom the others submit. All appear to have sprung from one
original stock, however. They will not lightly marry into
another tribe, for each is jealous of its strength and tries
to incfease its numbers. Just as tribes, settlements, and
places have their chiefs, so haslevery house. He who is the
most prominent and respectable of each such community has the
authority and eminence. Rank is established correspondingly,
though not always observed in practice.

Their languages are very diverse and differ as mucﬁ from
one another as Dutch, Prench, Greek, and latin. Declension
and conjugation resemble those in Greek, for they, like the
Greeks, have duals in their nouns and even augments ip their
verbs. To render their speech in one or other Zuropean
language is impossible, and they have no taste or inclination
for it. Until one make the effort to learnm their language he
understands as little of it as if he heard a2 dog bark. Some
omit to sound the letter R in their language, but others
voice it so often that they hardly utter a syllable without
it. Apart from that. the progunciation varies little, and
they can mostly understand each other.

Their languaées can conveniently be divided into four
main groups. Though there are appreciable differences between
them, the speakers readily manage to communicate. The divisions
are: Manhattans, Susquehannocks, Shawnees, and #appingers.

By Manhattans are meant those living in that part (Manhattan),
along the North River, on Iong Island, in Navesink, Achtercol®,

etc. The Susquehannocks are those living far inland, like the

*a settlement on the Hackensack River behind the Palisades
in New Jersey.
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liohawks and the Senecas. The Shawnees live to the southward,
and the #Wappingers reside northeast of us.

The Indian languages are Very seldom learnt fully and
perféctly by our people, though some, by conversing in those
tongues over an extended period, have regched a point where
they can understand and say everything. Not being learned men,

however, they are unable to teech others or set out the

principles of the language-.

The Innate Character And The Pastimes Of The Indians

The Indians are notably melancholy, unaffected, calm, and
of few words. If a few have a different disposition, that does
not upset the general rule. The little they do say is long
considered, slowly spoken, and long remembered. ihen buying,
trading or having other business they say no more than is
necessary. For the rest they speak of nothing very worthwhile
other then concerns their hunting, fishing, and warfare, though
the young men will chat to each other about the girls. While
not given to gross lies, they are not very careful of the
truth or in keeping their word either. Cursing, swearing, and
scolding are foreign to them, unless they learned it by mixing
with our peovle. Surpassing wisdom and outstanding intelligence
are not encountered among thgg. merely a reasonable knowledge
based on experience. Nor are they keen to learn or diligent
in that respect. Good and evil they are quick to recognize.

By themselves they are simple and ignorant, but when they

have spent some time among our peoble they become quite clever
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and trained for everything. They are dirty, slovenly, and
careless, with all the faults arising from it; also most
vengeful and headstrong, and unconcerned at facing death if
it comes to that. They scorn any pain inflicted on them and
take pride in singing until they succumb. Avarice and begging
are in their nature, and they must not be entrusted with too
much, or they tend to become thievish. Yet they are by no
means upset when refused even a trifling request. Strongly
independent, they do not tolerate domination. They resent
being struck, unless they have done wrong, when /69/ they
endure it passively. Delicacies in food and drink do not
tempt them. Cold, heat, hunger, and thirst they bear
remarkably well, and they disregard hardship.

Prom the youngest age they swim like ducklings. Outdoors,
they spend their time fishing, hunting, an§ making war; at
home, they relax, smoke a pipe, frolic in the brook or play
with reeds, which is to them as keeping company and card
playing are with us. Grown o0ld, they knot fishing nets and
carve wooden bowls and spoons. The men do no regular work;

such work as needs to be done falls to the women.
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Of their Religion, and Whether They Can Be Brought Over to
the Christian Faith

The natives are all heathen and without any religious
devotions. Idols are neither known nor worshipped among
them. When they take an oath they swear by the sun, which,
they say, sees all things. They think much of the moon, and
believe it has great influence over vegetation. Aithough they
know all the planets from the other stars, by appropriate
names, still they pay no idolatrous worship to the same, yet
by the planets and other signs they are somewhat weather-
w.ise. The offering up of prayers, or the making of any
distinction between days, or any matter of the kind, is
unknown among them. They neither know or say any thing
of God; but they possess great fear of the devil, who they
believe causes diseases, and does them much injury. When
they go on a hunting or fishing excursion they usually cast a
part of what is first taken into the fire, without using any
ceremony on the occasion, then saying, *“stay thou devil, eat
thou that.”* They love to hear us speak of God and of our
religion, and are very attentive and still during divine service
and prayers, and apparently are inclined to devotion; but in
truth they know nothing about it, and live without any
religion, or without any inward or outward godly fear, nor do
they know of any superstition or idolatry; they only follow
the instilled laws of nature, therefore some suppose they can
easily be brought to the knowledge and fear of God. Among
some nations the word Sunday is known by the name of
Kintowen. The oldest among them say that in former times
the knowledge and fear of God had been known among them,
and they remark, that since they can neither read nor write,
in process of time the Sunday will be forgotten, and all
knowledge of the same lost. Their old men, when we reason
carnestly with them on the matter, seem to feel pensive or

*The offering here said to be made to the devil is certainly a gross act of
superstition. —~Trans.
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sorrowful, but manifest no other emotions or agitations when
we reprove them for bad conduct and reason with them on its
impropriety, and say that there is a God in heaven ahove
whom they offend, their common answer is, “We do not
know that God, we have never seen him, we know not who
he is--if you know him and fear him, as you say you do, how
does it then happen that so many thieves, drunkards, and
evil-doers are found among you. Certainly that God will
punish you severely, because he has warned you to beware of
those deeds, which he has never done to us. We know nothing
about it, and therefore we do not deserve such punishment.”
Very seldom do they adopt our religion, nor have there been
any political measures taken for their conversion. When their
children are young some of them are frequently taken into
our families for assistants, who are, according to opportunity.
instructed in our religion, but as soon as they are grown up.
and turn lovers and associate again with the Indians, they
forget their religious impressions and adopt the Indian
customs. The Jesuits have taken great pains and trouble in
Canada to convert the Indians to the Roman Church, and
outwardly many profess that religion: but inasmuch as they
are not well instructed in its fundamental principles. they fall
off lightly and make sport of the subject and its doctrine.

In the year 1639, when a certain merchant. who is still
living with us. went into that country to trade with an Indian
chief who spoke good French, after he had drank two or
three glasses of wine, they began to converse on the subject
of religion. The chief said that he had been instructed so far
that he often said mass among the Indians, and that on a
certain occasion the place where the altar stood caught fire by
accident, and our people made preparations to put out the
fire, which he forbade them to do, saying that God, who
stands there, is almighty, and he will put out the fire himself;
and we waited with great attention, but the fire continued till
all was burned up, with your almighty God himself and with
all the fine things about him. Since that timc | have never
held to that religion, but regard the sun and moon much
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more, as being better than all your Gods are; for they warm
the earth and cause the fruits to grow, when your lovely Gods
cannot preserve themselves from the fire. In the whole
country 1 know no mote than one Indian who is firm in his
religious profession, nor can any change be expected among
them. as long as matters are permitted to remain as
heretofore. If they are to be brought over to the Christian
faith, then the public hand must be extended to them and
continued; we must establish good schools at convenient
places among them, for the instruction of their children; let
them learn to write our catechism, and let them be thor-
oughly instructed in the funadmental principles of our
religion, so that in process of time they may be enabled to
instruct each other and become attached thereto. It certainly
would be attended with some trouble and expense to the
government, still, without such means and measures, it will be
difficult to do any good among them. Qur negligence on
those matters is very reprehensible, for the Indians themselves
say that they are very desirous to have their children
instructed in our language and religion.

Of their Hope After this Present Life

It is a wonderful truth which affords strong evidence
against unbelievers and free-thinking spirits that this barbarous
wild race of people of whom we have treated should know
that there is a distinction between the body and the soul, and
believe, as they actually do, that the one is perishable and the
other immortal. The soul, they say, is that spirit which directs
all the actions of the body, and is the producing cause of all
good and evil conduct, which, when the body dies, separates
from it and removes to a place towards the south, where the
climate is so fine that no covering against the cold will be
necessary, and where the heat will never be troublesome. To
this place the souls of all those who have been good and
valuable in this life will go, where they will be satisfied and
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have an abundance of good things, without uny trouble or
labour for the same, forever: and they who have been bad in
this life after death will go to another place, where their
condition will be directly contrary to the first; where they
will never enjoy peace and contentment, as the good will do.
But 1 have never been able rightly to discover whether they
believe the soul will be hereafter united to the body. | have,
however, spoken with Christians who remark that they have
heard them state such to be their belicf. But they do not
affirm to this fact. When they hear voices or noises in the
woods at night. which frequently happens, and which, we
believe, usually proceed from wild animals, but which they
declare, with fear and astonishment, arc made by the wicked.,
the souls of whom are thus doomed to wander at night in the
woods and solitary places for punishment in unhappy situa-
tions. The Indians, because they fear those subjects. do not
travel by night unless it be necessary, and then go in partices
or companies. when they go alone they always carry a
fire-brand with them, with which they believe they can keep
off those evil spirits and prevent them from doing them any
injury, which, they say, are always disposed to frighten them
and do them wrong. They acknowledge also that the soul
proceeds from God, and that the same is his gift. This we
sometimes learn from their old men of understanding, when
an opportunity presents itself in conversation, and we proba-
bly would discover more of them in relation to this matter if
we did perfectly understand their languages. Among their
common or young people we do not hear those spoken of. In
this we still see the providence of God, who, by the common
light of nature, has given to this people the knowledge that
there is, after this life, a reward for the just, and a
punishment for the unjust, which all mankind may cxpect.

Of Their Knowledge of God and Their Fear of the Devils

Although the original inhabitants of the New Netherlands
be heathen and are unbelievers, they however belicve and
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acknowledge that there is a God in heaven from all eternity,
who is almighty. But they say God is good, kind, and
compassionate, who will not punish or do any injury to any
person, and therefore takes no concern himself in the
common affairs of the world, nor does he meddle with the
same. except that he has ordered the devil to take care of
those matters. For they say that all which happens to persons
on the earth is ordered and directed by the devil as he
pleases. God, the chief of all. who dwells in heaven, is much
greater and higher than the devil, over whom he has power,
but he will not meddle in, or trouble himself with, those
concerns.

When, on those subjects, we answer them conclusively that
the devil is deceitful and wicked, they acknowledge it to be
true, and that he to the extent of his powers directs such
matters in the most wicked and injurious ways (wherein he
takes pleasure). They say that all accidents, infirmities, and
diseases, are sent and forced upon them by the devil, to
whom they ascribe it by the common name, saying that the
devil is in them, and is the cause of all their misfortunes and
ailments. For instance, if they have any inward complaint,
they say there is a devil in me; if they have a defect in arm or
leg, foot, or hand, shoulder or in the head, they devote the
part, and say there is a devil in the same. And because he is
so unkind to them, they must, whether they be willing or
not, fear him, and preserve his friendship, and sometimes (as
before related) cast a piece to him into the fire. Where we
refute those follies, by saying that God knows all things, and
is almighty, and has a perfect knowledge of the devil, and
observes his conduct, and will not permit him to rule over
man, who is created in the image of God, and is the noblest
part of the creation; nor will the devil be permitted to
tyrannize over man, provided they will rightly confide and
trust in God, and not withdraw from his commandments to
do evil: then they repay us, with strange and fabulous replies,
saying, “You lazy Dutchmen say so, and when we observe the
matter outwardly it would appear to be true- what you say;
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but in fact you do not understand the matter. That God, who
is the highest good, almighty and gracious. and Lord of
heaven and earth, in whom all power is, exists in heaven, but
not alone, and without pasttime; for he has there with him a
goddess, a female person, the most beautiful cver known and
beheld. With this goddess or beautiful person he is v0o murh
engrossed that the time is passed away and forgoticn,
Meantime the devil plays the tyrant and does what he
pleases.”

This belief and feeling is deeply impressed in them. and
when we with stronger reasons sift the subject and drive them
from their positions, they fall into more abominable absurdi-
ties, and like the dogs return to their vomit, and say they
must serve the devil because he has the power to do them
injuries.

Their Opinions of the Creation, &c.

From the young Indians who frequent our settlements. and
continue somewhat wild, we cannot derive any certain
information of their belief on these matters: but we must
have recourse to their aged men of understanding when we
desire to know their belief on these important subjects.

It sometimes happens when we enter into a curious e

discourse with them that they ask us our opinions on the
origin of man, and how they came to this country; and when
we inform them in broken language of the creation of Adam,
they cannot believe, or will not understand relative to their
people and the negroes, on account of their great difference
and the inequality of colour. According to their opinion the
world was not created as described in the first and second
chapters of the book of Genesis; but they say the world was
before all mountains, men, and animals; that God then was
with that beautiful woman, who now is with him, without
knowing when or from whence they came; then was all water,
or the water covered all; and they add that if there had been
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any eyes in being, there was nothing but water to be seen,
and nothing else visible in every direction.

It happened at this period, they say, that the before
mentioned beautiful woman or goddess gradually descended
from heaven, even into the water, gross or corpulent like a
woman who apparently would bring forth more than one
child. Having gradually settled into the water, she did not go
under it; but immediately at the place where she descended
some land appeared under her, whereon she remained sitting.
This land increased, and in time became greater and dry
around the place where she sat; like one who is placed on a
bar, whereon the water is three or four feet deep, which by
the ebbing of the tide becomes dry land.

Thus they say and mean to be understood, it occurred with
this descended goddess. And that the land became of greater
extent around her, until its extent was unbounded to the
sight, when vegetation appeared; and in time fruitful and
unfruitful trees began to grow throughout the world as it now
appears. Whether the world of which you speak originated at
this time, we cannot say.

At this period of time, when those things had taken place
and were accomplished, this great person was overtaken in
labour and brought forth three distinct and different crea-
tures. The first was like a deer as those now are, the second
like a bear, and the third like a wolf in every respect. The
woman suckled those animals to maturity, and remained a
considerable time upon the earth, cohabiting with those
several animals, and bringing forth at every birth more than
one of a different species and appearance; from which have
originated and proceeded all the human beings, animals and
creatures, of every description and species, as the same now
are and appear; being propagated according to nature, each in
their peculiar order, as the same are in succession continued.

When all those subjects were brought to a state of
perfection, and could continue, this common mother rejoiced
greatly and ascended up to heaven, where she will continue to
remain and dwell, enjoying pleasure, and subsist in goodncss

THE NEWNETHERLANDS 109

and love, which her upper Lord will afford her. for which she
is particularly desirous, and God also loves her supremely
above all things.

Here on the earth, in the meanwhile, the human species,
and the animals after their kind, have multiplicd and
produced so many different creatures. and increased cxceed-
ingly, which every other thing that was created also docs. as
the same at present is seen. Therefore it is at this time that all
mankind, wherever they be, are always born with the nature
of one or the other of the aforesaid animals. They are timid
and innocent like the decer; they are brave, revengeful, and
just of hand, like the bear. or they are deceitful and
bloodthirsty, like the wolves. Although their dispositions arc
apparently somewhat changed, this they attribute to the
subtlety of men, who know how to conceal their wicked
propensities.

This. they say, is all they have learned from their fathers on
the subject of the Creation, which has been handed down to
them. and which they believe to be true. And they add if
they had been able to write as you are, they would hive
transmitted and left us all the particulars on these matters,
which they could not do, because they know not the art of
writing.

Here, esteemed reader, you have all, both general and
particular, that was worth writing, concerning the manners,
opinions, and acts of the Indians in the New Netherlands,
which I could discover, and also which any of our Christians
from the discovery of the country, could ascertain from them;
and although much is fabulous and contrary to truth, 1 have
nevertheless committed the same to writing. The more
discerning (and I have heard some of them philosophize on
the matter) take a more extensive view, and have high
speculations, and know, as we say, with Virgil. how to extract
gold from the filth of Euvius.*

*Probably a misprint for Ennius. But Virgil does not mention his imlehcedpeu _lo
Ennius. whom another Roman poet describes as ingenio maximus, arte rudis. Fd.
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Lesson §
Objectives

Activities

Resources

I. Students will be able to
distinguish between objective
and subjective information in

. primary source material.

2. Students will be able to compare
information from various
primary sources.

3. Students will realize the
importance of the meeting of
two different cultures.

. Have groups bring their presentations of the

previous lesson. Each presentation can be used
for a discussion about the previous lessons in

. which:

a. Students list and compare the information
about the Indians, provided by the
different sources (do this on the
blackboard). ‘

b. Students list the ideas Indians may have
had about the invading people.

c. Students list the various new items the two
different cultures became familiar with in
these early encounters.

. Texts used in the

previous lessons.

Notes made in previous
lessons.

. Among the many other

sources offering more
lesson materials are, for
example:

a. Charles T.
Gehring and
William A. Starna,
A Journey into
Mohawk and
Oneida Country,
1634-1635, The
Journal of Harmen
Meyndertsz van
den Bogaert,
Syracuse
University Press,
1988.

(Continued on next page)
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Lesson 5 (continued)
Objectives Activities Resources

b. Franklin Jameson, Narratives
of New Netherland, Notes by
David Pietersz de Vries, p.
224-234. Massacre.

c. Ecclesiastical records, vol. I:
534-535; Massacre described
by Minister Blom.

d. The Fort Orange Court
Minutes, 1652-1660, Charles
T. Gehring, trans. and ed.,
(Syracuse University Press,
1990) offer throughout the
volume incidents of Dutch-
Indian contacts, such as
meetings at the Indian castles,
incidents of trading.

4. Recommended background material
on the Indians is The Handbook of
the North American Indians,
William C. Sturtevant, general
editor; Bruce G. Trigger, volume
editor, (Smithsonian Institution,
Washington 1978) vol. XV, the
Northeast. -
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