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Unit Objectives 
Presentpackets containing selected primary source documents which demonstrate culturalelements of daily life in the New 
World. These elements include work, recreation, society, shelter and food. 
Lesson 1 

Group 1 - Recreation 
.Objectives Activities Resources 

1. Students will analyze and 1; Students working in this group 1. Art books on seventeenth 
interpret original source analyzing (with help of directed century Dutch artists (see listing 
translations. questions/packet accompanying the of suggested sources in unit I). 

2. Students will have an 
understanding of the 
recreational element of 
seventeenth century Dutch 

packet) to detect games and other 
recreational pursuits. 

2. Laws and Ordinances, p.259. 
3. Fort Orange Court Minutes, pp. 

192,473-474. 

settlement. 

Group 2 - People 
Objectives Activities	 Resources
 

1. Students will use original 
sources to acquire specific 
knowledge about people. 

2.	 Students will identify with 
people in the seventeenth 
century. 

1.	 Read and analyze various texts. 
2.	 Locateplaces on the map. 
3.	 Write dialogue for play. 
4. Students as Teunis write diary or letter 

,
reporting on people's behavior.

I.	 Collage basedon Fort Orange
 
Court Minutes and Early
 
Records ofAlbany.
 

2.	 Early Records ofAlbany, pp.
 
67-69. .
 

3. Fort Orange Court Minutes, pp. 
280,494, 505,538, glossary. 

,4.	 Minutes of the Court ofAlbany, 
Rensselaerswyck; Schenectady. 
IIl,p.432. . 
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Lesson 1 
Group 3 - Food and Household 

Objectives Activities	 Resources
 
1. Students will locate 

information about food and 
household items. 

2.	 Students will gain insight about 
settlers daily life. 

Lesson 1 

1.	 Read and analyze primary source 
documents and paintings. 

i 

2. Students as Teunis write a letter 
describing his visit to the home of a 
Native American, a wealthy trader or a 
baker. 

Group 4 - Shelter 

1. Description ofNew Netherland, 
pp. 45, 50, 67, 68, 71. 

2. Early Records ofAlbany IV, pp. 
78-79. 

3. Art books (see listing). 

\?r 

Objectives Activities	 Resources
 
1. Students will draw conclusions 

from primary sources 
regarding shelter. 

2. Students will be able to 
identify with inhabitants of the 
community through their 
understanding of the housing 
situation. 

1.	 Locate specific houses and gardens on 
the Beverwijck map. 

2. Analyze documents using questions 
and assignments. 

3. Students as Teunis write a petition to 
the court to have a lot for a house and 
business. Use at least five items based 
on the documents in your petition. 

1.	 Histotext-see Unit I. 
2. Early Records ofAlbany, pp. 535- . 

536. 

3. Fort Orange Court Minutes, p. 3. 

4. Early Records ofAlbany I, p. 292. 

5. A Guide to Dutch Manuscripts, 
p.21. 

6. Map of Beverwijck. 

38 
~~ 



.j 

Lesson 1 
Group 5 - Work 

Objectives Activities	 Resources
 
1. Students will use document 

translations to determine ways 
that Dutch settlers earned a 
living. 

2.	 Students will equate names of 
Dutch settlers with the jobs 
they had. 

1. Look up Dutch words in a glossary . 
. ) . 

2.	 Desc'ribe the workings and costs of a 
farm or a sawmill. 

3.	 Students as Teunis write a letter to the 
patroon describing his work. Mention 
at least five facts from the documents. 

1.	 Collage based on Fort Orange 
Court Minutes and Early Records 
of Albany. 

2. Early Records ofAlbany III, pp. •. . ... . 
258, 353-354, 383-384, 404-405, . 
532. 

3. Yearbook ofEarly Dutch Settlers' 
Society XIII., pp. 14-15. . 

..
 



Using original documents to locate specific information is sometimes difficult. Work with a partner to go through this 
packet. 

1. Prepare a list of recreation activities and report this information to the class. You may want to make a poster which 
shows these activities. ' 

OR 

2. Go to the library to do research on paintings by Pieter Bruegel. Look particularly at a painting called "Children's
 
Games." Report your findings to the class.
 

OR 

3. Go to the library to do research on paintings by Dutch artists. Prepare illustrations of your own to show what clothing 
people wore. 



L&O, 258-59 

First, all persons from performiug or doing on the 
Lord's (tn)' of rest, by us called Suudny, any ordinary 
labor, sueb as Ploughing, Sowing, )Iowing, BniJding, 
Woodsa"'ing, Smithing, Blenching, Huntlng, Fisu
log. or all)' other work wblch moy be lawful on other 
:dIlJ'S, on pniu of fOl'f~itillg One 1,0uDd Flemish for PeDAl'". 

.eh person; much less OilY lower or unlawful exer
oieo nnd Amusement, Drunkeuness, frequenting :.::.~ 

Taverns or Trpp ' I'109 bouses, D'anemg, p a)'lOg ,,_. lavi lIruD"Pia"••
1.~'CaI6I,

BaU, Oards, Triektrock, Tennis, Cdcket or Ninepins, ~,~~. 

,olng OD pleasure partie-OJ in a Boat, Oar or WagoD ::;~t:. 
~re, between or during Divine Service, on pain 
., .. double Ine; especially, aU Tavern keepers, or 
'l.paters from entertaining any Clubs or tapping, ~II•• 

. ... ...... r ••
 

Jteetowing, giving or selJing directly or indirectly =;~~. 
, ,""woo

.J Broody, Wine, Beer, or Strong Liquor to auy ~~I~~D. 

.....n before. between or durlng tbe Sermons. under ~~ 

fttne of six guilders, to be forfeited by the Tavern- .....'7. 

~r or Tapster for each person, and three guilders 
••very person fonnd driokiog at the time aforesaid. 

FOCM, 192 
Hendrick Jochemsz is granted pennission to have the burgher guard 
shoot the parrott on the third day after this coming Pijn,hsleren* 
provided he keeps good order and takes care that no accidents occur or 
result therefrom. 

Steeven Jansz, plaintiff,againstJan Jansz, defendant, aboutsomemoney 
due him for tavern expenses. 

Thedefendant is ordered to pay the plaintiff one-half now or within 
a month and the other half two months later, promptly, without any 
exceptions. 

Maria Jans, wife of Steeven Jansz, is ordered by this honorablecourt to 
suspend tapping in this fort for the period of two weeks from this date, 
precisely. 

The commissary and officer is ordered to pay within the space of 
forty-eight hours 11111 to Jacob Jansz FJodder the sum of fifty-six 
guilders, being the same as what the officer received from the hands of 
the aforesaid FJodderon account of the late Hendrixsz, but theofficer 
rewns, nevertheless, enlirely his cause of action on account of his 

• "pine wood'." now called Greenbusb. I sectionof !he city of Rensselaer; IIle EnaUIh 
millOOlc Dutch Ire", "pine" for En.lish ..'recn....ivln. rise to such local pllCeIIIIIlei IS 

Gceenbush and Green Island, 
t de,. ~,tIY door de burJerijIe IDle,. ,cltJele,.: an amual festival In dlc Nedlertands. 
heldon MayDayorIIPentecost, Accompanied byIhreedaysoffelStlna.!he local marksmen 
allempted 10shoot IIle AJUre of I parrot from !helOpof a pole.The wimer wu poclaimed 
kin, ofllle malbmen until besled. See J.TerOouw,De DUde,ijd (HUJ1em. 1874)282;Md 
Oeorac McCall 1beaI. TIle History tutd E,A"",r"', of A/riCIl SOIIth of. z.nbai. 
(London, 19(9) 2:316.*I.e.•pillli.sur "pcRICCOSl:'1he Gf\'lCk word for fifly; in IIle CJvilliancalendar Illndieatea 
the seventhSundayafterEaster. 

• A 
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fOIT OIANOE COURT MINUTII 473 

do. and demands paymenrof /100 and 6 beaven in specie. whidl debe 
the defcndanrdenies. 

I_I The defendanl promises to complele the wort al the lim 
oppoltUnily wheneveril will suilIhe plailllirrs convenienceand in cue 
of failure 10pUI _one else in his place to carty on the wort. and 
promises10make ,ood thetiles which happen 10blow off. : 

Thehonorablecoun orden:jiGr. providedlhalthe defendlnl 'shan be 
held10make,ood the tiles whichshouldhappen tobloworf.suspendina 
decisionII 10the compensationdemanded until further proof. 

Gommrr Poulussen,plainliff...ainat 
Default. WillemManenscn.defenclant. 

AbrahamCupeyn, plaintiff.aaainal 
Defauk. Mana CoeI\I'IClS.defendanL 

Mana CoenraelS, plaintiff.apinsl 
2nddefault. Jan van Ecdelen. defencIanL 

Jan Manaelsen••ppearina bef~ lhe COlIn. refusea10like the oath10 
pve witnes.to lhe lnIth1110 thedisputebetween HansHendcrickIzand 
Umben van Neck. 

lMnben van Neckbeina asked by thehonorable coun whelher he did 
not ICC ....1Han. Hendericksen drew hi. knife on him Md whetbcr he 
did not ward himoff with the ton,l, anawen. "No." and refuseato take 
the oath to confinn his ltatemenl. 

1H911behonorablecommi.sary and maaistratesof FortOran,e and the 
villaae or Beverwijdt,punuanllo lhe ordinanceisauedby tbc honorable 
direclor aene..1and council of New Netherlandand published here on 
the 6th of October 16S6.· ordain.II they do hereby ordain. that hence
fonh no oneshallbe allowedtoenp,e inany buJillCllof tappin, before 
and Wllil he shall have obcaincd a license from the officer. on condilion 
of payin, thereforone pound Flemishand of beina bound to renew hil 
Iic:enIe every duee montIts. onpain of sulpension from hil business. 

The honomble commiuary and ma.istrates or FortOranp and tbc 
villaF of Beverwijck.havin. hearddivene complainll from the buflh
en of thil place apinal the pIaClice of playin'lolf alon& the llreeU, 
which caUICI ,real damaJe 10 the windowl of the bouteI and also 
CllpolCS people to the daII,er of bein, injured. which il contrary 10the 
fRlCdom of the public1lreC1I; therefore.their honon. wi5hin. 10prevent 

• see 1.0.262. for* ............ ()aoIla 26.
 

414 NEW NElIIULAND IJOCUMENTS 

the same, hereby forbid all persons 10 play ,olf in the llreelS. under 
penally of forfeilureof /2S foreach penon whoIhall be founddoin,lO. 

Whereal daily ellperience shows that many burahen of thil villaF 
of Beverwijck deposil and pile lheir firewood in the streel. contrary 10 
the freedom of said slreets. which musl always be kepi free and un
obslNc:ted,whereby not only people are inconvenienced. bul _,onl, 
llei,hs. and canl can Karcely make use of said streelS. 10 the serious 
inconvenienceof the public; lherefore.the commissary andma.islralel 
of FanOrange and the villa,e or Beverwijck.wishin. 10providea.ainsl 
such inconveniences. hereby ordain thaI none of the inhabitanll of 
Bnerwijck shall hrrea'ler beallowed10leIany firewood lie in the Slreel 
for morethan 1m days. under penall)' of confisCllionof Ihe said wood 
and of bein,. in addilion tbcmo. wbj«led 10a fine or /25. 

Likewise,thehonotablecommissaryand ma.istralelprohibil.II they 
do hereby mosl expressly prohibil,anyof lhe lJur,hen or inhabitantsof 
the "ma,e01 Btverwijck fromshootin.onNew Year·lda)'.onac:count 
or the peal damaee anddisorderwhichsuch firin. causes. underpenllily 
oflwent)'·five lauildersl foreach penon who lhall be found10havedone 
so. 

Thus done in foR Orange, II the meeling of the honorable eGunor 
the said place. on lhe lenth or Dec:ember 1659. 

lutl The honorableofficer.debil. for rec:eipl of the followin. 
fines which hive been imposed from primo Jlnulry 16Sa 10 
ullimo DecemberAnno 1659 

16sa 
Jan. 22 Jan Teunissen.condemned10pay a fine of /500:-:
March II Jan Anderiessende Graerrand Pieter 

Jacobsen Bosboom.each condemned10 
pay a fine of /125. ImOUntingl08ether 10 250:-:

29dillo Dirrick Bensingh,condemned10pay a fine of 150:-:
May21 Luycal Pietersen.finedItA) tA):-:
July 16 Poulul Janssen. condemnedto pay a fine of 500:-:-
AUluSl 1~ Dirrick Carslensen,c:ondemned to pay a fine or 50:-:

16S9 
M~y26 Sleven Janssen. condemned10pay a fine of 300:-:

/1.800:10:

Of theabove li51ed fines the officer received~ followl:
 
Jan Teunilsen paid 119S:-:

"1
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Lesson 2
 
Objectives Activities Resources
 

1. Students will listen to reports 1. Each group will present materials they 1. Student-prepared information 
prepared by classmates to completed using the packets and based on their research. 
acquire information about life primar~ source documents. 
in seventeenth century Albany. 2. Students will question presenters for 

2. Students will take notes for use specific details to be used in their own 
in culmination activity. papers. 
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Lesson 3
 
Objective: Students will demonstrate that they have learned material about New Netherland.
 

Objectives Activities Resources
 
Write a multi-paragraph Write a letter to someone living in the Notes which students have taken in 
composition without punctuation Netherlands;describing life in New class. 
and capitalization errors, spelling 
errors, sentence fragments or 
run-together sentences. 

Netherland. Be sure to discuss recreation, 
people, food, housing and work. 

Any materials which students used 
in previous activities. 

OR 

Complete the story given in Unit I by using 
all information students have learned. 

OR 

Write an original short story about life in 
New Netherland discussing all the cultural 
elements provided. 

Id•. 
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People and Their Names: Backgrounds 
Among the Dutch, people in New Netherland came from various backgrounds. In the whole colony of New Netherland, 
some 50% was not of Dutch origin. Around Albany that percentage was lower (around 25%) because the patroon, Kiliaen 
van Rensselaer, hired many people in the Republic. 

In the collage people are mentioned with the place where they or their family very likely came from. The documents 
from which the names were abstracted are the Fort Orange Court Minutes, 1652-1660. It is important that these place 
names are mentioned in the translations; sometimes they become people's last names. Genealogists have an indication of 
where they might be able to find more information about a particular family. 

I.	 Mark X on the map of the Dutch Republic. X the places 
of origin of 10 people mentioned in the column on the 
left side of the collage ( you can number the persons, 
and fill out the number in the map). 

2. Some 25% of the population of Rensselaerswijck and 
Albany was not of Dutch origin. On the map of Europe, 
mark whereabouts they may have come from. 

3. The Dutch word van often means "from". Find out 
where the people in the collage most likely came from 
and list these places. Many of the indications regarding 
the origin of these early settlers became their last 
names. In a phone book, find some names where this 
happened, and write them down. 

45 



~/ ...-.- -
ChristoffelDavids 42 years and born in Wouter AenSI van Petten Rad~moclc.er 

the Bishopric in England. 

JacobJanssen van Noortstrant 

Claes van Rotterdam Jan Jansz van Gonenburgh 
Jantjen d~ tersma« 

Poulus Janssen. 32 years; born at Gur Jan van Aecken 
cum." 

Jan van Bi-eemen 
Frans Gabrielsz van Delft 

Comelisde SweetWillem Albensz van Monickendam 
the MtU/UQ,S. the Sinndus. or the Dutch 

Jan Machiels&' aged 
55 years.bom at Edam.andGer· Jaquesde Fransman 
rit Janszborn at Swoll. 

Pieter TewUaz YaD BnmlWYck Pieterde Vlamingh 

AdriaenJansz van Leyden NicolaesGregory Hi11ebrant 29 years and born at 
Prague. 

Marcelis Jansz van Bommel 
the female Ne1!ro 

Adriaen van Dpendam Jan van Hoesem 

Arent de NoormanJacobJansl StoD vanAmsterdam 
Carsten de Noorman 

JOOIt Teunisz from Norda 
Comelis Theunesz Van Brocckelen 

Jan RoeJofsz 20 yearsand born in thiscountry 
Lambert van vakkenborgh 

Jochem Beder Backer 38 years; at Jeveren. 

Dirrick van Nes Voslre Ireshumbleet obeissanl serv;/~UT 

Teunis Corn[elisz] van Vechten LaMontagne 

Claes JanSI van Baren Abram Crowaet 

LoysJacobesz About 22 years and born at 
Herentacls. Jacob van LooSdrecht 

• Hcrenlhals. I cily in Ihc: province o( Antwerp. Belgium 
Eldert de Goyer 

Hans de Vosch45years oldand born al 
Lunnenburgh. 

Laneburg in Hanover. Germany 

Hendrick CasserszvanOldenborgh 

Hendrick de MoJf

• derogllOrY name (or I arman 

Manen Bi~rktJecJcer 30 years, born in 01.
 
. denborch. Susanna. his wife.
 

Hendrick Reur from Munster answers, Aged 23, born in New
 
England. 

o.D 
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People and Their Names: The Patronymic System 

In the collages you see, often names end as follows: ...sz, or ...sen. Examples are Machielsz, Janssen, Jansz, Theunesz. The 
Dutch naming system was a patronymic system, using the father's name as basis. JIDsz, for example means Jana:z ZOOD, 

which is in English Jan's son. Because the zoon was often pronounced 88 am, some people would spell it likewise. 

1.	 In the list below, and in the collages (there is also a 
collage in the file "WORK"), find S more names, based '01 HEW HUHULAND DOCUMENTS 

on the patronymic system. Act_lhe 21th of May Anno 1660, in Beverwijck. 
Undrmeath was wrill~n:

2.	 In the phone book, check if you can fmd some of these 
Which doinC. etc, Prayin, in and upotJ ~v~rylltinl. etc, Your honon'names; list five (N.B.: the spelling may have changed willin, and affeclional~ sub~cls: Was si,ned: Jan Dircben van 
Blftrnen. Arml Jansen van lI~ck. Jan U.rrn~n. Rem Jansen. Jacob somewhat under the English influence, JaQAeJ) may 
Thijsen van der Ueyden, Corneli, "Theunesen Bosch. Daniel Verveelen. 

sometimes have changed in "Janson"	 Jacob Jansen. Iht mark of Lamben van Valkrnburch, Piel~r l.oocker· 
mans, Jan Jansen van Ek~len, lite mark of Meyndrn FRdric:ksen. 

3. Looking at these lists, you can tell from many people Thoomas Pouwlrlsenl. Iht mark of lin Fransen, lite mark of Sijmon 
Volk~ns, lite mark of "Theunes Comelissen, lhe mark of Willemwhat their fathers names were. List 10 popular men's . F~dricben. the mark of Jan Uarmsen, lhe mark of MallheUIAbraham· 
sen,dIe mark of Jan Cornelissen, Pieler loockermansdeJ(iII~t,Ihe mark names. 
of Jochem Kelleleyn. Jacob loockermans, Willem Jansen Schul, lite 
mlrt of Re)'nier Albensen. Jan Vinha,el, tlendrick Andrri~sen, 

Andrries de Vosch. Jan Schek~l. Pieler Winnen, Jan Comellissenl 
leyden, Jan Michaelsen. Jochem Wessel, Jurrian "Theunesen; Danirl 
Rinckhoul. Pirler Bronck, t11~n Ba5Iia~nsen. Jacob vln taer, Cor
nelus Bo.lrduS. Piel~r Adriaensen, Clees Marrechlel. 11711 Philip 
Hendricksen, Adriaen Appel, Sijmon Sijmonsen. 8a~~nl M~yndersen. 

lite mark of WOUler Albersen. Gillis Pieltrsen, lIendrick R_boom, 
Clara Jacobsen, Comelis Vosch. Willem Jansen Siol. and Wijnandt 
Gerriasen vande Poel.• 

11Iehonorable coun having ~ad a pelilion p~sented 10 lIteirhollOl'5 by 
Jlcob Tijsen, Gerril Slechienhorsl. and Uimben. van N~ck, al repre
senllllivesofeighty inhabilllllSof litisvillage of Beverwijck, who si,ned 
the pelilion, whe~by dley eamesll)' Rquesl ahal die' Dulch may be 
allowed 10 '0 inlo lite woods as brokers. which, allhou,h of dangerous 
c:onscquence. c:annoa be preyenltd wilhoul causing g~aler mischief. It 
is lhe~fort left 10 the discfelion of the prlilioners 10 do onlOt 10 do il. 
lite court proleslin. meanwhile lIteir innocence of III mischief lItll may 
Itsull the~from. the mort 10 IS some or the pelilioners have said lhal 
the)' would do il anywlY, whether il was pennilled or not. 

. l 
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People and Their Names: Nick Names 

Nicknaming, through time, probably has been a custom people always have done. In your class or your neighborhood, you 
may use nick names yourself. If you do, list some. Why do people like to do this? 

1. The following list gives nicknames, found in the Fort 
Orange Court Minutes, the Early Records ofAlbany, 
and the Deacons' Account Books. Of some the meaning 
is obscure, and it is hard to think of the reason why they 
would have been used. Others are more clear. 

.*Pick 10 names of the list, and either illustrate with a 
drawing why the names would be used, or write down a 
reason for people applying that specific name. 

2. What kind of information can nick names sometimes
 
provide? Are they 100% reliable primary source
 
material? How could you use them?
 

3. In the list one name really illustrates well how a
 
nickname can almost be used as a real name. Can you
 
tell which name?
 

4. Explain the name "Uylespiegel." 

. ~ 
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OomDirrick calledScheele Hennan 
Jan Dircksen alias de Schreder "!lClUinc-eyed" Hennan 

Moy Aeltgie Wil1em HapHuybertJansz de Guyl
 
lhc: ra.~1 or mguc
 Aunt Acltgie. wirc or Huyben Jansen 

Lange Gijsbert Swager Marten 
Jan Barentsz PoeSI. 

Jacobde Looper
 
Tomas Clabbort
 

Claes Teunissen Uylenspiegel
 

Jacob Jansz F10dder Teunis comc1is.~nvan der Poe! alias Spilsberpn 

Comelis Comelissen de Jonge
 

the malle boer and htJgeboom named Jacob Klomp
 

Jan Gauw Jacob Neus
 
ArentCornelisz Vogel
 

Jan Roodthaer
 

literally. red hair: this is Jan Hcndricltscn van 5alsbergcn TimmenMIL Hc appears in the 
recolds with various combinations of these components for his name. 

MariiOoosc:ns alias Ltutgt Moria. "Tall Maria." Jacob AdriaenszSoo Gemackelijck 

Pieter Adriaensz, commonlycalledGemackelijck 
"nice and euy" or "cay docs it" 

Henderick de Snijder, alias Cordiael 

Henderick alias de Slijve SnijderJan mel den Baert 

"with lhc: beard:' rererring to Jan Helmsen, whose wire Oriet ill recorded three times in
 
lhc: deacon.~' account book or Bcvcrwijck (held by lhc: FiBt Church or Albany) as Oriel 1M'
 
de" Bat".
 

Schapeboute
Xint van weelde 

De ouwe Capiteyn 

swarte Marten 

de ScheetNeeffie 

de malle Vries 
Cornelis Teunissen alias Schoorsteen 

Jan de bock
 

Broeder
 
Griet met de billen
 

(1'1 
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People and Their Names: Conclusion
 

Reading primary sources can provide you with all sorts of information. Sometimes you can even read "between the lines", 
and find information, hidden in normal lineaFor example, just the name Jan Hendricks van Salsbergen Roothaer 
Timmerman provides us with various kinds of information: 

1. The name of Jan's father was.... 

2. Very likely, he or his family originally came from . 

3. What kind of work would he have done? 

4. And what, do you think, you know about his looks 

1. List the kinds of information names in a document can 
sometimes provide you with. Mention at least four 
kinds. 

. I 50 



People and Their Family: a Will 

In New Netherland, according to Roman Dutch law, estates were equally divided between children: a girl would receive a 
same share from the inheritance as a boy. This was different from New England. 

Will of Anneke Bogardus
 

The following is a will of Anneke Jansz, who divides her estate between her children and grandchildren.
 

1. In what condition is Anneke, when she made her will? 

2. How many children did Anneke have from her marriage 
with Roelof Jansz? Mention the names, and indicate 
whether it was a boy or girl. 

3. How many children did she have from her marriage 
with Everhardus Bogardus? Mention name and sex. 

4. How does Anneke divide her property? List behind the 
names what the person will receive. 

5. She does have an expressed reservation and condition 
regarding the children of her first marriage. What is it? 

6. Why did some of the children receive a bed and a milk 
cow? (In the file on "HOUSEHOLD STUFFH you can 
find out more about prices of beds). 

7. What does she bequeath to her grand children. 

. 51 
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ERA III. 204 

Will of Anneke Jans Bocsrdus 

'In lhe name of the Lord. Amen. Know all IMn (b)' Ihese 
presenls' ,hat 'his da)·. the 29110 of January 1663.allo'll four o'clock 
in the aftemoon.....rsonally can'e and apl'ured before me, Oirck 
van ScheJluyne, nolary public. and before Ihe hereinafler named 
wibMllIft, lhe worthy Anncke Jan's daurhler,l\rst, widow or Roeloff 
Jan.. un Ma'lerlenl,' and now laslly of the minister Domine 
Everhudul Boprdus. dwellinc wilhin the villaee of 8everwydc, 
well known 10 U', lhe nOlary and wilnesses. she, lhe lestatrix. 
l..,) lyinC sick in hed. but beine in full possession of her faculties. 
.ealOIl. nlemor)' and undeulandinr, al it outwardly a~ared 10 UI, 
"..hieh aaid leslltri"" cunfiderinc Ihe shortne .. and frailty "f human 
life. the certaillly of dellh and lhe uneertaiftty of the hour lherrof, 
an4 therefore "'ishine 10 anticipale 1101' same by p'o....r di.posilion 
of her len'llOral eSlale, decl..," Ihal deliberalel,·, ..'il",...l induce· 
mmt, ....rsu..iOll. or decqllion on Ihe III" ul an)'OIIe••he had made, 
o,daiMd and condllded ,hi. her preHnl laol will and lealamenl .1 
foilowI: First of all, eonlnlCndinaher immortal soul 10 Ihe craciouI' 
an4 _"iful hand•• of ('oOd, her Creator and R..tHlMr, and her 
body to a Christian burial, and hereby revokine, caneeline and ,en· 
derifta null and void all and every testall\Cntary dilpolition which 
the _, heretofore han made alld executed and now disposinC 
_, the, the teslalrix, declared fhal Me appointed and instituted 
heftby .. her tole and universal heirs her children. _I,: Sara 
Roelolru. wife of Mr' Hans Kienlede. Calrina Roelofl'sr, ...ife of 
JohanMs van BruCh. tocether wilh JanMtie and Rachel Harteen, 
dlil4ft1l of her elaueftter Sytce Roelofrs. deceased, late wife of 
Pielft' Hartaers (jointly II, representalion in their molhers place), 

I 11lot hiell ...... "'''1' 1'--" II. ".n"'liott of tk wUl 
_ i _ Pro'_ Pea,_'.........,ripl. Tilt ~I 1 Ia
.... I. mid f.- thaI "inl'" ia M.ntel.', C.I1#rtt-l, J :~I. 

'MII'u""', II ...,..'ten,h ,"'7 Dutch n._ 10' the iIIu. of 
".rllran4. '0. tIu 0' 5 _r G6t........ Sec f'_ It-*r

.ffWiw 1161• .. ,,_.. T1le iol u .... to S.... it I'st at the 
__ .f R..n&.ihk _ Don 'll and S.t4_ ......m. __ /lui".""', .hlt i., ••r_. A. aMlnet of lhe 
• PI of H... KierM ," April .. 1601, _tionl... hi. __ wife 
J......... .... diN,,,, it In N. Y. Hiot. Soc., C.Umiftl, ,.,., ~:la7. 

Mon ....tAL PAPEas I AMD 2, 1660-1696 aos 

l3ll8)and her 101\ Jan Roclolflz, alld mo,eoYU Willem, Corneli., 
Jon.. and Pieter Bocardua; and Ihi. as rqard. all lhe propen)', 
movable and immovable. claim. and CftClitl, _" cold and ailvcr 
coined and ullCOintd. jewelry, clothina, li-. woolens and house: 
hold furnilure, nothinc excepled or .nerved. which .he Ihall yacale 
and Iea.e behind at her death. lhe lame to be equally divided alllOtlJ 
Ihenl aher her dealh attel to be di.poaed of b)' Ihem a. their o"'n 
propert, wilhout opposition from "',ooe, Nevenhele.. with Ihi. 
exprea. re.enalion and conditiOn th.t ,he afoRaaid firat four 
children Ihall /iut of all receive 0111 of lheir ..alemal e.late sl'f'Or
lioned 10 IhelU in a farm I,ina 011 Manhatlns illand 01\ the North 
river the sum of one thousand pildera and Ihis out of the proceeds 
0. value of Ihe ..id fann. Alld whereas three of lhe said children 

, al the liRIC of Ihei. maniace ,eceiveel a bride'. outfit correlpondinc 
10 Iheir staliOll and Ihe said Jan Roelofl'u is y" unmarried, there
fore Ihe lestalri" b}' ....y of compm..tion !lCquealh. and leaves 10 

him a bed and a milch cow and 10 Jona' and Pider Boprdus a 
house and 101 Itallding and Iyina on the I..J west side of Ihe 
dwellinc house of lhe said tealalri. in the aforesaid vii
face of Benrw,c\[, extendinc in breadth to the chamber of lh~ 
,- and thence of .uch widlh in lellrtlt 10 the rear of the bleach. 
ina field. locether with a bed for !loth of them utd a milch cow fnr 
each of litem. Alao to Comelis Boprdus a bed and a milch cow, 
which 'half Itrve Ihe ..iel childnn u aneq\riftlelll of what the 
marrieel ehildnn have received. Finally. the testatrix bequeathA 10 

RacIal\' Kieratede (her dluahler Sara', child) a ,ilver beaker' and 
10 AnMtie YIn Bnxh" (her da...hter Catrina'i child) a 'ilver beaker 
and to Jannelie and Rachel Hartrcra (Iler c1aurhter Sylee', chil
dren) also each a Iilver beaker. and to che child of Willem Bopr. 
dua, called Sytlt, also ••ilver beaker; all of which lhe said child,en 
and lecaleei ,han take and receive in advance as above Italed oul 
of the fim available property .nd then lhey shall prOCeed to the 
division of the residue of the estate in the manner provided for the 
above.appointed utd inatituted hein, All that i' heninbefore wril. 
len the testatrix declan. 10 be her last ,"II IIIId teawnmt. willin« 
and dctirinc Ihal after her dcceaae the same _y han: ftdl force 
and efrect. whether .. leatament. codiclf, ~tion,lifl in anticipa. 

, don	 of death. or otherwise••• may be moal efl'ectual, even thoac" 
certain formaJities required II)' law or 1I111'! may not have been 
fully r)oo' obaerved herein, requestina "'.. the utmoll benefit 

'TIM t.-, read "' fir,l: R...Ioft' .... "-Ie Kia,... (her .....11'..N5".'. c... t.t,rn) cU'h • "Uve, tw-.a.f'r"· 
• The M"')' .'111. a' fir... Rod......,..h· H' I.... ell...... ,he __ ,0

• vaft hf1lCh.· 

hereof may be "nj,,)'ed and Ihal b)' me. Ihe nolary, Olle 0. ntore 
inslrlllllenio in Ihe uoual f.. rm nil, be made and deli.ered. Thus 
clone and exeruled al Ih.. hctu"C of Ihe leslllrix in the villale of 
Itn..r" )'ck ill N: N,,",~rl.lld, in ,.. e...nce of Ih.. H""ctrable Ihll" 
Jacub., van SehOOlldcrwocrt and Evert Wendel, former -ei" 
tral", IS ,,'ilneuet hereto callrd and in..iled. 

This mark +AB is made by ASNETl! 
JAN'S dau,hter ..ilh her own haIld RIf',,, J,(/)b~= ' 

f:I'''' 1,,," It'rlffl(I 
D. V. ScHIU.VYMa, No'. P••. 

IM.I 
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People and Their Children: the Orphan Masters 

In Beverwijck, Evert Wendel and Jan Verbeeck were appointed orphan masters a/the court in 1655. This was an 
institution mandated by law in the Dutch Republic. 

1..	 After reading the following document, what, do' you 
think, is the orphan master's function? 

2.	 Describe the situation the children are in 1657. Why do 
Wendel and Verbeeck interfere? 

3.· What is their solution for the problem? 

4.	 What is the importance of an institution as the Orphan 
masters? 
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Appeared befQre the court Jan Verbceck and Evert Wendel, orphan 
maslers of the court, who declared that seeing the bad managementof 
Chrsloffel Davids in adminislering the eatale left undivided between 
himselfand his children.the heirsof Corneliade Vos,hisdeceased wife. 
they had thought fit for the preservation of the said property and the 
protection of the children to nominate and propose 1471 the pel'500S of 
Andries de Vos. the father of the said Cornelia de Vos. and Arent 
Anderiessen, uncle on his wife's partof the said children,· as curators 
thereof. as far as the rights of the minor children are concerned; who. 
appearingbefore the court, have voluntarilyagreed and promised upon 
oath to acquit themselves therein to the best of their knowledge and to 
the best advantage of the estate and the children. Wherefore the court 
has granted them authority as lawful curatOR of the said estate and 
guardians of the aforesaid children. with power to do therein and in all 
that is connected therewithas they jointly shall see fit for the benefit of 
the aforesaid estate and children, binding themselves to render an ac
counting whenever time or nec<:ssity shall demand it. Done in court at 
Fort Orange. the 27thof February Anno 1657. 

• Ara\l Andrieuen', wife, Cllalljnlje de VOl, wu ••11Ie'orComella de VOl. 

. ~ 

54 



People and their Children: the Deacons of the Church 

The deacons of the Dutch Reformed church took care of the needy. In the Deacons' Account Books we can read how they 
provided alms for Poulijn and his family from 1667 until June 1686. That they gave advise and talked with the needy, is 
shown in the following documents, in which the minister and a deacon express their worries about.Poulyn's family. 

1. What is their worry? 

2. What do Wendel and Domine Dellius say about Poulyn's 
. household? 

3. How do they want to solve the problem for the 
children? What is Poulyn's answer? 

4. What do the deacons suggest to the court? Can you think 
of other ways to solve this problem? Explain. 

5. Regarding both documents: How were young children 
protected? 

6. How are children protected today? 

. ~ 
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432 eM Alban). Rensaelaet'sD1)cJc and SchenectaJ), III 

8 st. in seawan. less what hal been paid on account. cum apenaiJ. 
[521 J The Rev. Dom. Codevridus Dellius. accompanied by 

Johannes Wendel. deacon. infolDll their hoaora that lut winter. 
with some members of the consistory. they called at the houte of 
Paulyn to board the children whom they IPaul)'D and his wife] 
have at home with some good people who un ""pport them 
a~d bring them up decently. But. beine very unwilliae. he 
would not consent to it and Aid that the deacona Ihould take 
them off their book. And whereat the consistory ue informed 
that the children can not eel enough to eat at their parents'• they 
request that their honon may be pleased to tee to it that the laid 
children do not suffer want or damage through the unrealOnable 
obslinacy of their ignorant parenti. 

The honorable court delay the matter for further consideration. 
Whereas Mr William Parker h.. died without leaving any 

will and his IOn and daughter are not willina to administer the 
estate of their deceased father; therefore. the constables of this 
town are authorized and ordered to go with the clerk of this 
court to the house where the said Parker resided and to inventory 
the estate left by him. taking furthermore care to seal all papeR 
and books and to make further inquiry in regard to the entire 
estate and to make a report to the court on the next court day. 
when their honors wiJJ make further proviaion for the proper 
administration of the afonaid estate. in order that the creditOR 
may not bedefrauded of their just dues. For the performance of 
which this will be to you and to every one of you a ""flicient 
warrant. Aclum in Albany, March 29th. 1684. 

(522) Ordinary aession held in Albany. April I. 1684 

Present: 
Marte Gerritse 
Com. van Dylt 
Dirk Wessells 
Joh. Provoost 
J. Bleeker
 
Pieter Winne
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People and Their Social Behavior: a Quarrel
 

1. After reading the document about the quarrel between 
Eldert Gerbertsz Cruyff and Nicholas Meyer, what is 
your impression of Eldert? . 

2. Can you briefly describe what Eldertdid? 

3. What was, according to Eldert, the cause of all this
 
trouble?
 

. 4. Why do JosyntjeVerhagen and Angenietje Caspers state 
that they are willing to confirm their statements by 
oath? 

5. Using the Beverwijck map, whereabouts would you
 
place this incident? Explain your answer.
 

6. Write this quarrel into a play with six characters. 

-,
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Oepolition by JOlyntje Vn-hacen and Ancenietje CUperl 
reapectinc a quarrel between Eiben Gerbertlen eru)'f and 
Nicola" Meyer 
'84J' We. the undersien~. declare It the request of Nicolae. 

Meyer. that 10 our cenain knowl~ce it is true that the day before 

'Bet__ ., Ind .. lhere ia I ""nlr _ which w•• orillinall, ftam'.r'" ,..
.The .ame I. Nieoll" ot. """" in 'f161 Ildnman Ind in ,4\06 -,0'0' doe rit, 01 New Vork. In ,he rexiller 0' _ri.xea 0' the )tr'or_d

Oakh ChaRh of N_ VIl<Ir anti" dl'e of JUM 6. ,~'\. _an ,he rotria· 
, 'fI'ion 0' 'h. ""no 01 hi......m ... to L"oIia. dlullht., 0' the e.-'ac.l. or 
"o_alor. Ihn.riclr Yin Dr.Ir, in which'" il d.acri..... la 'rDIII H......' •• 
lhen e•• ilMd to br ander tho j",i"';',iGa of 'hr duoh, 01 Hola.ein. for 
which rea_ "" is oc:nl......lI, ,do"e<! '0 al 'r_ HoJ.,.;n. H. marri.e1 
!he _e1 ,i_. a'lo, td87. sa..... ,he .i..... 0' Joh" Ween.ein, anti t1i.d 

68 IIIIAkLY a.colWl OF ALaANY 

ye.terd~y in the afternoon the requirer went with u, to abe bousc 
of 'fomal Jan.. ' and beine locelher before the boUle of Marten 
Bierkaker,' Elden Gerben.. Cruyff came by UI littinc upon hi~ 

horae and said to the requirer (Meyer): .. Well, crand Sienor. 
Caillain Bureomaster, be you there1 You are a crand master." 
The requirer replied in a Cood humor: "How do you know .·hat 
J, am 1" Thereupon Elden began to inveirh and Icold at him, 
remindinr him that he was indebted to him; then the requirer 
ans ..'ered, askinr him what the debt was, and Elden Aid: "A hay 
wacon rope worth twelve stu)'vers." The resuirer aeain Aid: 
.. That is more than I lmew:' and thai he should come to hi. house 
and he "'ould Pa)' him. Elden apin continuine his abuse called 
him a cODtrary doC, rocue, fool, and other Yile names and pressed 
upon him with hil horsc that the requirer ....., forced to retreat; 
and thouCh the requirer returned none of his abuse, Elderl Iprane 
from hil horse and struck the requirer several times in the face; 
lhe requirer escapinlt from him and comine into the boUle of 
~Ianen Bi~r.d", where werc more people. Efdert followed Ind 
aeain beal him; then they were separated. For the third time 
Elden fen upon him and holdin, him down. eripped hil throal so 
tiehl that he could ReUher lpeak nor call out and tumed .to black 
and blue thai thse deponents thou,hl Ihe requirer had been 
murdered. The requirer havin, come 'lsI to and cot uv. weill 
out of the house with UI and ""hen we had proceeded a Ihort 
di,tance on Ihe hi~hway, Elden on his horse came after ua callinc 
out 10 the requirer, .. You rocue, are you there 1 Now J lIl'i11 hnc 
)·ou:· and tried to ride over him forcibly wilh hil horse. The 
requirer jumpinc over the fence, he [Eldert) apranc aher him 
wilh his horse, bUI nol beine Ible to let acrOll, he dismounted 
and leaped over the fence and followed the requirer who, to evade 
I>im, leaped over another fence and nn IS fall he could, an blood~' 

as he WIS, to the fort and so esesped him. We declare further 
thai wben we alked Eldert whence orieinated thia quarrel and 
trouble, he answered: .. I boueht roods of bim more than two 
,ean aco, bUI he would not let them CO without the beaverl beine 
paid down," and Aid also that' wherever he lirlt IIW or caupt the 
requirer, he would handle him differently; .n of which we are 

ahon1r be'ore Ja17 ~ ql. A. a.tract of hi. will la in New Vorlr Hia 
torica Societ,. C.,...Itoto6. tlpo, IS:"': 5ft a110 J_ H. 1_ N_ 
.A n~•• • N I.. I',.~. ,. I~I. 

·T J.._Wi....... .
 
·Wanco HeMma.; "" V_ Rnu'".,. • .-tN lIu, to ••• 

. ~ 

rea.I)" 10 confirm b)' oalh, if needed and requested 10 do 10. fn 
wilness whereof we have suh5Crj~ Ihis in Beverwyck, the 9th 
01 June 161,1.
H.,..... Tlro"IO.,::' 

Thi. mark X w.. made b, ]OSYNTII 

Ylr.a/HAGEN, wife of Comelis 
Jan51 van Oos[ tamen?) 

'This mark A wal made by 
.0\ NCENlEl'llt CA5PEU, wife of 
leendert Phillipu 

This mark + was made h1 
C.'I"/)'II'i, S."",O"'. wife of 
Haffnen Thonl&u. afnre..id 

In ni" ,'re!ICnce. 
D. V. ScttELLVYNE, No', P,,". 
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People and Their Social Behavior: Slander 

We can learn a large deal about people's social behavior in court cases. The only thing to keep.in mind is, that in court only 
matters that caused trouble appear. The "normal" behavior does not get as much attention. Can you imagine a reason why 
that is? 

A Court Case Between Albert Gybertsen and Maria Goosens 

The following three documents are parts of three different court sessions. 

1. What is Albert Gybertsen's complaint? 

2. How does the Maria respond? 

3. In the second session, more information is brought into 
court. what is the new information, and what does the 
court order? 

4. Who is the "loser" in the final session about this slander 
case? Why did the court condemn her to pay the fine? 
What was the defendant's punishment? 

5. Why would slander be considered so important that it 
needed to be brought to court? 

6. How long does it take before the matter is finally 
solved? Mention the dates of the various sessions. 

• l 
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lUll Ordinary Session Held in Fort Orange
 
June 8, 1660
 

Presenl: 

La Montalne
 
Andc:rieslferJler1Sen
 
Jan Velbeec:lt
 
RUller Jacobsen
 
Frans Baeft:ntsen
 
Even Wendel
 
Sinder Leendersen
 

Alben Oijsben"", pllintiff. I.ain" Maria Goosens. defendanl. 
The plaintiff Slyslhat the dtfendanl cilled him I thief and dtmands 

ft:paration 01 honor. 
The dtfendanc dtniel thll she Slid iI. 
The panieslft: ordered to Ippear on the nellt coun day. 

Jurriaen Theunesen. plaintiff. a'linll Camelis WOUt&fIUI, defendanl. 
The plaintiff demandI payrnenc of sixly .uilden. 
The dtfencllnl admiu the debt. flOaT OIANOI C:OUIT MINUTI. 
The honorable coun condemns the defendanl 10 pa)' the sum '0' 

demanded 10 the plaintiff within die space of 14 days. 11761 Ordinary Session Held in FortOrange 
June 30, 1660 

PRlenl: 
La Montape 
Anderie& Herpenr_1 
Fl'lInI Barentsen 
Jan Velbeec:k 
Even Wendel 

Alben Oijsbensen, plaintiff, a,ainsl Maria Goosens, defendant 
The plainliffdemands reparation ofcharader bec:ause the defendant 

called the plaintiff a thief. 
The defendanl denies lhalshe Slid ii, .. far .. she knows, but on the 

contrary alleges lhal the plaintiffc:alledher I whore, I pil, and a church 
thief. 

The plainliff produces an Iffidavil of IWO wilnelses. 
The honorable coun orders the delendantlo produce her wi~ssel 

on thenell coun day. 

. l 

HI NEW NITHULAND DOCUMENTS 

day I specified accounl of his paymenl. 

Alhen Gijsbersen. pllintiff. aClinll Maria Goosem. dtfendanl. 
The plainliff demands reparation of honor for damaces, 10 wil, 

beCIU~ the dtfendant said lhal he had slolen I chell wilh ,oads at the 
Manhallans. 

The defendant dtnies that she said this and dtclaft:s that she has 
nolhing 10 say Illinsl the plaintifrs honor or vinue, allhoulh the 
plainliff called her I whore. 

The honorlble coun. havin, heard the panies and seein. that the 
dtfendlnl clINIOI prove her accusations Ipinslthe pllinciffand decllres 
thaI she has IlOlhin,lo say 1,Iinstthe plaintiff. condemns the defendant 
for her abuse to ~y a fine of lill luildtrs for the benefil of the poor and 
the COSII of lhe trill, forbiddin, her 10 ulter such slander a,lin, on pain 
of ~realer fine . 

''0
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It will be necessary to read the entire packet to get information needed to answer the following items. 

1. Prepare a list of foods eaten in New Netherland. 

2. What laws did you find that applied to food/drink? 

3. Compare the list of wild animals with what we find 
today. 

4. What farm animals were typically raised? 

5. List the items grown in the kitchen garden which are 
. not familiar to you. 

6. Make a list of various items and categorize them in the 
following groups: 

Kitchen equipment Furniture and decorations Clothing 
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EAIU' IECOIUS 0' ALiAIlY 1 V 

Public ..Ie 01 pe~ propeny 01 aaltlaen de Wlnt. 

b6S) Condilionl on wh~h Balliacn de Winler PI'OpCllH II: adl 
It public sale _ furnilure. pa) menll to be rnaclc in _win. 
within 24 '-ra. n.il da,. lhe 2.)C1 of Seplember ......65& AllClion 
feel will bechareed 10 lhe buyer. 

Vokkcrl Janum. a andleslick and lone•........• ,II. 6:
Tryn Jochimam. lonCI and chain. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .' 1I:_
 
Teeuwel Abrahamsen, a pol'-lc and pea......... 5: 
aaa Bev(er), 1& wooclcn plaIn................. l: 14
 

4illo, a ketlle..... . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .r:_
 
JIn Tomaeam. an iron pol ..••••••.•.•.........• 9:--

JIn Yin Ecckelcn. a sail cenar and _II pcw.er
 

bowl . . 5: ..
 
Jan van Aecken. a pc,,'ler cup and pilcher..•.....
 5: 

diuo, a pcwler basin . 4: 10
 
Canten Fredricksen. 4 pcwler plalea..•..... , .
 9: 5
 
Volcllerl Jan_n. 2 pcwler p1allerl ..•..• , . 9: 


dillo, 2 charcen , .....•.......... IJ: 2
 
Barenl. Ihe miller," a Imall copper pan . 8: 

Tomal Pouwel. one dillo Ind a skimmer . 5: 10
 
Abram VOiborch, a parcel of earlhen dinner plales. .1:10
 
The brewer of Wille,n Boul, for earlhen ..are .....
 4: 5 
Jurriam Tcunisam. a copper kettle .•.•••....••... .1.1: 12
 
Daniel V(er)Yeelcn, a tablecloth .
 5: IJ 
Barm.. the amilh.'· h,·o napkin•..•..•..••••...•.. 6: II 
Willma Janlam SchUll. two dillO•••.••••••.•.•. '. 61
T_I POll_I. two dillO . 6: 
Cantca Fredricksen. two dillo .•.••.....•.•.••.•• 2: 3 
Jan Harmten Backer. a pillowcaM........•......• ;I: I 
Cllpar Jacobsen. 2 handkerchief•..•............. J: 7 
Jurriaen Janlam. 2 diIlO , .. 3:-
Poulu. Dirckam, 2 unbleached bed Iheell........• 10: 2 

Jacob Loockermanl, 2 dillo . II: 5 
VoIcken Jan.am, 2 dillo .. q: ... 
Carllen Fredricksen. a piece of ..oolen c1och . 3: 5 
T_I Poutrel. a chimne), cloth wilh a Yalance•••• 3: 6 

~.IfJ9: 0:

....,.... P.,..- e.e,-.. JlIer. 

...... aCfIMI.I1_ ...... 
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(.st6J Carried fo'ward .. ~.I99: 0:-
Volckert Janlsen. a ch,i..minC ,abc . 6: 5 

dillo•.a cloak ..............••................ 016:
Jan yan Aerken. J Indian cMd,ftl'l coall . 16:
Jan Harmsen Backer. J dillo Coall . 12: 5 
VoIe.n Janeam. 2 fu, caps ..........•.......... 8: 5 
JIn van Aerkftl. 2 diuo...•.........•••...••.... 9: 
Jacob Sche,me,ho,n. 2 cu,tains and .undries . 2: 
Jan yan Aerken. 2 fur caps . 6: 5 

diuo. a pcir of cloth ItockinCI , .. 8: 5 
Jan Harmenten. a Bible..•..................... 8: 5 
Jan Toma~n. a Bible .. 10:-
Cantftl F,edrickam. a parcel of booI<••••.•••.••• 5:
Barml, Iht millcr. a dark lantern . 5: 15 
Volckert Janl~ I_ian coal . 18: 10 

dino, onc dillo................ . . 18: 15 
Jan van Aerken. one dillo . 15: 15 
VoIcken Janlam, one diIlO , ,. 15: 10 

dillo. seven dillo @ ~. I J apiece , . 9 1 : 

T_. POIIwel, 1 ·0 _II dillo , . 16: 10 
VoIcken Jan_n. a parcel of fur caps. unfinilhccl.. 8: '0 

Elden Gertlenam. some old ailk llockinCs..•..... II: 10 

Geenie &0.1'. 3 pain of Faroe C(U'OIl') lIock·.... : .. 9: 15 
Jan yen Aec 6 pain of millen•...•..•...•..• 5: 5 
T_ ~_I. 12 pain of children', ..ocki . 13: 15 
Barent. the _iih, e pillow~aM . 2: 7 
Melthceu. Abraham_. 3 crayal•................ 2: II 

Hcnclerick Jochimam. a ..nilar)' lirdJe and craYat. 4: 
B_ Comdillen. a parcel of millnt•••.•........ 5: 
r.lodMr Schaetl, IJ pai,s of children's Ilockinc, . 14: 10 
Geenie Boull, 6 pairs dillo . 10: 14 
Poulu. Dircksen. an unbleached sheet ......•..... 2: 6 
Jan yan Ecckelcn, a parcel of lacel ........•....•• 5: 1 
Geenie Bouls. a child', shirl wilh 1"'0 'alfe .lenel I: 16 
Jan YIn Ecckelen, a parcel of millenl ......•....• 3: 5 
La :\Iontacne. 6 pairs of childrnt', Ilockines .•..•. 7: 
Jan van Accbn, a lot of misccllan,· and a lealM' 

coel , : .. 6: 
HeMcrick Jochin'ten. a parcel of ralloon' ..••. '" J: 8 

~.63S: 7:
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A Description of the New Netherlands 

The deer are incredibly numerous in the country. Although 
the Indians throughout the year and every year (but mostly in 
the faJl) kill many thousands. and the wolves, after the fawns 
are cast. and while they are young, also destroy many, still 
the land abounds with them everywhere, and their numbers 
appear to remain undiminished. We seldom pass through the 
fields without seeing deer more or less. and we frequently see 
them in nocks. Their meat digests easily, and Is good food. 
Venison is so easily obtained that a good buck cashes for five 
guilders. and often for much less. 

Of tne Land Birds and Fowls 
The most important fowl of the country is the wild turkey. 

They resemble the tame turkeys of the Netherlands. Those 
birds are common in the woods all over the country, and are 
found in large flocks, from twenty to forty in a nock. They 
are large, heavy, fat and fine. weighing from twenty ~o thirty 
pounds each, and I have heard of one that weighed thirty-two 
pounds. When they are well cleaned and roasted on a spit, 
then they are . excellent, and differ little in taste from the 
tame turkeys; but the epicures prefer the wild kind. They are 
best in the fall of the year, when the Indians will usually sell 
a turkey for ten stivers, and with the Christians the common 
price is a daelder each. Sometimes the turkeys are caught with 
dogs in the snow; but the Breatest number are shot at night 
from the trees. The turkeys sleep in trees, and frequently in 
large ftocks together. They also usually sleep in the same 
place every night. When a sleeping place is discovered. then 

O/the Products 0/ Kitchell Gardells" 

The garden products in the New Netherlands are very 
numerous: some of them have been known to the natives 
from the earliest times. and others introduced from different 
parts of the world, but chieny from the Netherlands. We shall 
speak of them only In a general way; amale"rs would be able 
to describe their agreeable qualities in a more scientific 
manner. but having been necessarily occupied with other 
subjects. we have had no leisure to devote to them. They 
consist. then. of various kinds of salads. cabbages. parsnips, 
carrots, beets. endive, succory, finckel, sorrel. dill. spinage, 
radishes. Spanish radishes. parsley. chervil (or sweet cieely), 
cresses. onions. leeks. and besides whatever is commonly 
found in a kitchen garden. The herb garden is also tolerably. 
well supplied with rosemary. lavender. hyssop, thyme, sage, 
marjoram. balm. holy onions (aluin Ireylig), wormwood. 
belury, chives. and clary; also. pimpernel. dragon's blood, 
five-finger. tarragon (or dragon's wort). Itc., together with 
laurel, artichokes. and asparagus, and various other things on 
which I have bestowed no attention. 
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68 A DESCRIPTION OF 

same manner as apples; and notwithstanding that it is here 
generally despised as a mean and unsubstantial article of food, 
it is there of so good a quality that our countrymen hold it in 
high estimation. I have heard it said, too. that when properly 
prepared as apples are with us. it is not inferior to them, or 
there is but little difference. and when the pumpkin is', baked 
in ovens it is considered better than apples. The English, who 
in general think much of what gratifies the palate, use it also 
in pastry,- and understand making a beverage from it. I do 
not mean all sorts of pumpkins and cucurbites that may be 
found anywhere, and of course in the New Netherlands; the 
Spanish is considered the best. t 

The natives have another species of this vegetable peculiar 
to themselves. called by our people quaasiens , a name derived 
from the aborigines. as the plant was not known to. us before 
our intercourse with them.t It isa delightful fruit. as well to 
the eye on account of its fine variety of colours, as to the 
mouth for its agreeable taste. The ease with which it is 
cooked renders it a favourite too with the young women. It is 
gathered early in summer, and when it is planted in the 
middle of April. the fruit is fit for eating by the first of June. 
They do not wait for it to ripen before making use of the 
fruit. but only until it has attained a certain size. They gather 
the squashes and immediately place them on the fire without 
any farther trouble. When a considerable number have been 
gathered, they keep them for three or four days; and it is 
incredible. when one watches the vines. how many will grow 
on them in the course of a single season. The vines run a little 
along the ground, some of them only two or three steps; they 

-By Ihe "''W,glI Ih. auChor means Che Inhabil.nls of New ERsl.nd. where 
pllmp"l" pi,J slill hold. promlnenl plac. amon. Ihe luxuries of Ihe land.· Ed. 

tThe Spanilh or mammolh pumpkin IIslill preferred. S"e Brldg,man'J GaN,,,,r. 
New York, 1.40.*Ko,er Williams. Ihe celebr.led founder of Ihe colony of Rhode Island, describes 
Ihe "me pla"l in the followln. m.nner:· "AJ""'lIlqlltlJlI, Iheir ..ine·.pples, which 
Ihe En.lish from Ihem c.1I 1q1llU1I,J; .boul Ihe bi.nell of .pples. of .....r.1 
COlOUR•• sweel, li.hI. wholeaome refreshins-"-IC',. I,.to rll, I .." .....,. of '11, 
Ind;'.... London. 1643. Reprinled In Coll"Clio". of Mass. Hisl. Sociely, lsI aerie. 
"01. iii. Dr. Websler, in hie quarCo DlcClonuy. derives Ih. name of Ihis ve.elable 
from a C",,, rool. Ed. 
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TtH NEW NETHERLANDS 69 

grow well in newly broken woodland when it is somewhat 
cleared and the weeds are removed. The natives make great 
account of this vegetable: some of the Netherlanders too 
consider it quite good. but others do not esteem it very 
highly. It grows rapidly. is easily cooked. and digests well in 
the stomach. and its flavour and nutritive properties are 
respectable. 

Melons. likewise. grow in the New Netherlands very 
luxuriantly. without requiring the land to be prepared or 
manured; there is no necessity for lopping the vines, or 
carefully dressing them under glass. as is done in this country; 
indeed. scarcely any attention is paid to them. no more than 
is bestowed here in the raising of cucumbers. and the people 
in that part of the world have every reason to be well 
content. They plant no more than they 'think will come to 
maturity. hut when it unfortunately happens that any 'are 
destroyed. they put fresh seeds into the ground. Melons will 
thrive too in newly cleared woodland. when it is freed from 
weeds: and in this situation the fruit. which they call Spanish 
pork. grows large and very abundant. I had the curiosity to 
weigh one of these melons. and found its weight to be 
seventeen pounds. In consequence of the warm temperature 
of the climate. the melons are quite sweet and pleasant to the 
taste. and however many one may cat. they will not prove 
injurious. provided only that they arc fully ripe. 

The citrull or water-citron- tclterullen ofte water-limoenen), 
also grows there. a fruit that we have not in the Netherlands. 
and is only known from its being occasionally brought from 
Portugal. except to those who Imvetravclled in warm 
climates. This fruit grows more rupidly und in greater 
abundance than melons. so much so that some plant them, 

-The w.le,melon, e. il i. now called. The French .i..e Ihe neme or cil,ull or 
clrrollillr. 10 Ihe pumpkin. The rruil menUoned h'y ou, lutho, u"d.r Ihe name of 
meto« . ....m. 10 have hun Ihe ....... k·"'elon. which. heiR, Ihen culll...led in 
Hollind. did nol ,e'luire a plrliculer d",ceiplion. hul Ihe walermelon II Ihet 
period wa. cumpurali..ely lillie known. e. V... de' Ilonck 'Ialeo••nd nOI re.a,ded 
a•• melun. On Ihis a"""unl he d..""rib... lhe f,uil·1O minulely Ihll II c.nnol well 
be mislake". II was smneliRles le,med hy F.Rllioh wrilers Ihe Cit"," ('lIcum"',. 
IIollni... pl.er Ihe w.lermelon in Ihe Slme ....nlls a' ·Ihe pumpkin. cellini il 
Cllcllrbi,. c;rrnll,... 1·:01. 
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even among those who are experienced, for the purpose of 
clearing and bringing into subjection the wild undressed land 
to fit it for cultivation. Their juice is very sweet like that of 
apricots. and most men there would eat six water-citrons to 
one melon. although they who wish can have both. They 
grow ordinarily to the size of a man's head. I have seen them 
as large as the biggest Leyden cabbages. but in general they 
are somewhat oblong. Within they are white or red; the red 
have white. and the white black seeds. When they are to be 
eaten, the rind is cut off to about the thickness of the finger; 
all the rest is good, consisting of a spongy pulp, full of liquor. 
in which the seeds are imbedded, and if the fruit is sound and 
fully ripe. it melts as soon as it enters the mouth. and nothing 
is left but the seeds. Women and children are very fond of 
this fruit. It is also quite refreshing from its coolness, and is 
used as a beverage in many places. I have heard the English 
say that they obtain a liquor from it resembling Spanish wine, 
but not so strong. Then there is no want of sweetness. and 
the vinegar that is made from it will last long, and, is' so good 
that some among them make great use of it." 

Cucumbers are abundant. Calabashes or gourds also grow 
there; they are half as long as the pumpkin. but have within 
very little pulp. and are sought chiefly on account of the 
shell. which is hard and durable. and is used to hold seeds, 
spices. &c. It is the common water-pail of the natives, and I 
have seen one so large that it would contain more than a 
bushel.t Turnips also are as good and firm as any sand-rapes 
that are raised in the Netherlands. There are likewise peas and 
various sorts of beans: I shall speak of the former under the 

·Prof. Pall..s, in the accounl of his journey to Ihe loulhern provinces of Russia, 
in 119,)·4. lpeekinl of e colony of Monvian' et Sa,epte. 01' Slpe, on the Volll, 
uys. "The iniinioul inhebitlnls of this town brew e kind of beer from their very 
Ibundenl Ind cheep weler-melonl. wilh Ihe eddition of hops; they elao prepare e 
conserve or marmalede from this f,uil. which is e lood subslitule for syrup, 01' 
trelcle." Othe, instances of e similer cherecter milht be adduced to conn,m the 
lenerel correctness of the eulhOl"1 observationl and 1lllemenls. but It seeml to be 
unnecel.~ary _ Uis remerks bel,ey no want of femiliarity wilh the lubject of 
lardeninl. nOlwilhltandinl Ihe modelt disclaimer which he mikes at the 
oulset. Ed. 

tThe I)ulch bUlhel (lCh'~/) is ebout Ihree pecks Enllish. 
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THE NEW NETHERLANDS 

head of fietd products. Of beans there are several kinds; but 
the large Windsor bean. which the farmers call lessen. or 
house beans. and also the horse-bean. will not fill out their 
pods; the leaf grows well enough though delicate. and ten. 
twelve. or more stalks frequently shoot up. but come to little 
or nothing. • The Turkish beans which our people have 
introduced there grow wonderfully; they fill out remarkably 
well and are much cultivated. Before the arrival of the 
Netherlanders. the Indians raised beans of various kinds and 
colours. but generally too coarse to be eaten green. or to be 
pickled. except the blue sort. which are abundant; they 
somewhat tend to cause flatulency. like those we raise in 
Holland. but in other respects they furnish an excellent food. 
of which the Indians are especially fond. They have a peculiar 
mode of planting them. which our people have learned to 
practice: when the Turkish wheat (Indian corn) or. as it is 
called. maize. is half a foot above the ground. they plant the 
beans around it. and let them grow together. The coarse stalk 
serves as a bean-prop. and the beans run upon it. They 
increase together and thrive extremely well. and thus two 
crops are gathered at the same time. 

OF THE MANNERS AND PECULIAR CUSTOMS
 
OF THE NATIVES OF THE- NEW NETHERLANDS
 

First--Of Their Bodily For", and Appearance and Why We 
Named Them (Wilden) Wild Men 

Having briefly remarked on the situation and advantages of 
the country. we deem it worth our attention to treat 

·Oridllmen mak ..s a simila, stetement in ,ele,d to the "Ie'le Windsor been," end 
other ¥lrieties of Ihe Enllish V_,/•. Ue uys. "Ihe prlnclpel e.u!e of Ihese Ilrden 
beenl not lucce..dinl well In this country. is the lummer heel overteklnl Ihem 
before they erl podded. ceusinl the blossom to drop orr premlturely; to obviete 
thle difficulty they should be pllnted as early in the yeer es pOl5ible." p. J I. 
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Housing: location
 

looking at the BevelWijck mapgivesyou an idea howthe town 
originally was built up. Toward 1650 the directorof the patroonship 
Rensselaerswijck had given away many grants for lots close to Fort 
Orange. Tohavelotsthere, instead of ontheothersideof theriverwas 
a lot more oonvenient for people's work: all business oould be done 
closetotheWestIndiaCompany's fort.People alsofehsaferwhen they 
werecloserto the fort: incaseof an Indian attacktheycouldfleewithin 
the wallsof the fort. In 1652 PeterStuyvesant had declared the area 
around the fort to belong to the Company; and in the same year and 
thefollowing, hegavemanygrantsfor lots& houses andlots& gardens. 
The first streets to be built on are now called Broadway (Hand
elaerstraet; a handelaer is a trader) and State street (on the map 
Jonckerstraet). later more houses were built toward the hill at the 
present-day Jamesandwestof Pearl street. 

Manythingshavechanged overtheyears:nowadays youcannot 
seethekills(creeks) anymore that randownthe hill (theRuttenkill and 
the Vossenkill). In the spring they may havebeenquite large. Across 
the Ruttenklll and the Vossenkill the inhabitants had built bridges. 
Acoording to the documents the bridge across the Ruttenkill evenhad 
a railing andbenchesto sit on. Now youony canseea tittle bitof them 
whenyouare on the Hudson river: they are underground in townand 
still emptyin the river. 

In manyof the grants it is mentioned that the lots are located 
sene/en betghlgeberghte, which means that they were located at the 
hill.ThishiD wasthen much steeper, which youcanseeInsome of the 
James Eight paintings. Nowthehill isgraded, andthedropisnotabrupt 
anymore. 

Among the patents givenby Petrus Stuyvesant and the council 
in 1652 wasa patentto the deaconry for a poor house. It is very likely 
the first poorhousein America. Itwas probably habitable in 1653. On 
the mapyoucan see where itwas: just southof the Ruttenkill. At that 
timechurch services werestillheldin thepatroon's trading house, just 
north of thefort (number 2 onthe map), but in 1656a newchurch was 
built, a blockhouse church, on the place where State street 

(Jonckerstraet) runs into Broadway (Handelaersstraet). This was the 
placewhere on Sundays (andalsoon weekdays sometimes) allmem
bers of the community gathered, to listen to the minister, to sing 
religious songs, andhearthe latestnews. Notonlypeople gathered at 
the church: every day from the end of March until abOut the end of 
OCtober theoowherd wouldherdtheOOWS fromthe church (where they 
hadgathered) to the pastures nearthefort. It is not surprising thatthe 
southern part of Broadway (the part that.leads to the fort) was also 
called Coestraet which means Cow street. 

In November 1659 was decided that the village of Beverwijck 
needed a defense against attacks by the Indians, because timeswere 
dangerous. Thedefensewasmadeofpostsandplanksofeightboards 
high, with seven bastions to protect the curtains (the straight walls 
between bastions), and was made to protect the greaterpart of the 
village. Laterthe fortprotected anevenlargerarea,which youcansee 
on this map. 

Most people had a lot with a house and a garden, so that 
everybody couldprovide vegetables and crops for their own family's 
needs. Sometimes thegardens werenotcloseto the house, butat the 
riverside. There, becauseof thedangerofflooding, notsomanyhouses 
were built,but for gardening the soilwasgood. 

Thiswas the setting in which youcan placethe following docu
ments. White youreadthedocuments youmaytry to locate theplaces 
mentioned in themonthe map. Some of thewords usedin the textwill 
give youindications. 

. ~ 
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I Fort Oran&e 

2 Cbun=hyard. ca. I'" 

) Palroon·s House. used u chlRh 

ca. 1648-1656 

4 Poorhouse. established in 16'l 

S Secondpoorhouse. est.blished 

CI. 1684 

6 Blockhouse Church. 16S6 

7 Ti&bLly packed blocks of houte. 

8 Palisade. 

9 Path alont the ri\let 

,.•••."CI 

uS+,. 
E' 

Fag. 3. Beverwijck. ca. 16S6. based onRomer Map. 1698 
and rescan;hof &he NewNcIbcrt.d r.ojec:L 

67 



Lease of a House
 

1. The North gate was at end of Handelaerstraet (now
 
Broadway). Can you mark whereabouts this house
 
should be located on the map?
 

2. The gate was an entry way into a palisaded area: why 
would there have been palisades? 

3. What do you get to know about the house itself? (think 
of sills, foundation, building materials, windows, 

.. rooms, roof, walls, etc.) 

4. Not everybody living in AlbanylBeverwijck owned a 
house. How do you know that? This can be very 
confusing when you try to find out the location of 
houses. How would this house be noted between 1682 
and 1691: as Barent Albertsen Bratt's or as Thomas 
Craven's. 
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NOI.\III.\I. ",\1'1 liS I ,\1'1:11 s. 1(>tNl' 1(.1) 5JS 

jmlJ,:e!i nml have slIltsrril>t'tl this with their own hands in presence 
uf ~Ir Andries Teller a 1111 I.III1\\er<'lls vall Aleu (called as wit
lIeS~l'S hereto ) , Oil the elalc ahu\'e written, 

J'OHNEl.IS COIINEl.ISCf.N UAN OUUE 

This is the mark A II of ANDRIES 

Sl'IlI':H I' 

IIENllllll'K	 A,IEI.: 
Y.'Ic\'EN ('OI.\'EII 

;\s witnesses : 

.,1, Td/.'r 
l.ourus 1'111' Alen 

(J/lml nttrstor . 
;\I>IlI.\I-:,'" \',\N IU'ENlll\M, Not. 1'"1,, 

Lease of a	 house and lot outside the north gate of Albany from 
Barent Albertsen Brat to Thomas Craven 

r385..87 hlank ; 3881 On this zd day of May 1682 appeared 
I>t'rure me, A.lri:IC.'1I van IIpl'lIIlan., notary pllhlic (n'sidinK in Ne\,; 
Alh:lII.v I, and "efore the IIl11ll'l'\\TillC'1I witnesses, Barent Albertse 
ltrat of the one part aml Thomas C'raveu of the other part, who 
hereby acknowledge that in love aud friendship they have altreed 
and contracted in Iormand manner following', to wit : Said Barent 
Alhertsz Brat acknowlcllJ,:cs thnt he has let to said Thomas Craven 
a certain house and lut, heill~ the second house outside the north 
lCate of New AIIt:ul}'. stamlinK :lIId Iyin/{ next the house and lot 
which said Ilarent now keeps in his own possession; and the lot 
which said lessee sh:11I have in lise shall he in width to the fourth 
post from the house, sl;uulilll{ 011 the street on the east side. and 
extend ri/{ht thmulCh to the west side of the lot, which aforesaid 
linllse and lot the lessor lets' tn the lessee for the term of nine 
succeeding years, hl·~inllin~ on the first o.f June of this year J61b 
und ellelill~ UII the lirst of JUlie 1(;',1, 

The lessee promises tu make therein a stone cellar of fifteen feet 
square, with stone ullelerpinllill/{ under the sills all around the 
house ; also a duuhle chimney set 011 :1 stone foundation; eiKht 
window panes, hilll{es In the lllllll'S and windows, hooks and staples 
tu the windn"'s :111,1 lurks and IHIIts tn the .Ioors; the one room to 
run up properly with J{'HIe! hril"ks and tu build stairs to go into the 
cellar; to run a sewer intn the lessor's sewer and to finish off the 
one room in the loft with planed and matched hoards on condition 
Ihal the lessor shall deliver the 1.":11'11.. therefur, The lessee shall 

. ~ 

5J(, EAKLY IlEl'OKDS OF ALBANV 

also make a proper shinlCle roof, tear down the bays ("ytllltt) on
 
the west side and make the house tight again with boards. hut the
 
less"r promises to deliver the boards; all of which shall he
 
accounted to the lessee in lieu of rent for the afores.nid nine years,
 
All that is hereinbefore written the contracting parties promise
 
mutually to do and to perform, binding thereto their persons and
 
1389I estates, nothing excepted, suhjecting the same to all lords.
 
courts, Iribunals and judges. In witness' whereof the aforesaid
 
wlltmctillj{ parties have subscribed these with their 0\\'11 hands, ill
 
"reS\'lIl"e uf (;)'shert l\f arccllisz :Ind J:u'uh Teunisz, as witncsses
 
hcreln called. III New 1\lImll)", the date ahove written.
 

This is the X mark of BARl'N'r 

ALIII.R·rz JhtAT, millie with his own 
hand 

TUOl,lAs CItAUEN
 

.'\5 witnesses:
 
{;)'sbtfrt Morulis 
Jacob T~,.,.issen 

Quod attestor 
AORIAEN VAN J,.P£NIIAM, Not, P"b. 

Bond of Thoma. Craven to Robert Sanden 

[390 and 391 blank; 392] Appeared before me. Adriaen van 
Ilpendam, notary public (residing in New Albany), on this 5th ,hi}' 

IIf l\I:ay I(,K2. Thomas Craven, who acknowledges that he illhunestly 
and justly indebted and in arrears to Robbert Sandersz In the sum 
of fllrty-three good, whole. merchantable heaver skins. growing out 
of the purchase of smith's tools and iron work and a grindstonc. 
which said sum said Thomas Craven promises to pay to said Rob
bert Sandersz or to his order in form and manner following, to wit: 
Seven heavers in September of this year 1682. eighteen beavers in 
September 1683. and eighteen beavers in September 1684; but In 
case of la('k of beavers he can pay in good winter wheat as the mar
ket therefor shall then he. but it must be delivered on the shore 
here before New Albany. And as securities he hereby offers Jan 
Heyndricksz van Solsberger, and Cornelis Michielsz, who acknowl
edge themselves to be sureties herefor, jointly and' severally, nne! 
have subscribed this with their own hands, 'Hereto the afore!laicl 
TIlomas Craven and likewise said sureties bind their persons and 
estates, nothinK excepted. subject to all lords. court!l, tribunals and 
judge!! and have subscribed this with their own hands (in presence 

flq 
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Request of Abraham Pietersz Vosburgh Patent for a Poor House 

1. The Fuyck kil is the same as the Rutten kil. Sometimes 
this kil was also called the first kill. The Vossen kil was 
the third kill, which approximated the northern; limit of 
Beverwijck. The Bevers kit approximated the southern 
limit of Beverwijck. The second kil came down Maiden 
Lane. 

Reading the poor house patent, where would you locate 
it on the map? Marking north, south, east, and west, 
draw a sketch of the lot. 

2. From the following fragments out of the Deacons' 
Account Books, you can tell that the poor house was 
used. How do you know? Mention the additions to the 
building and the lot and also the time they were added. 

1. What is Vosburgh's request? 

2. Why is it granted? 

3. Reading the footnote, where were people allowed to 
build? 

4. Whereabouts would you locate Vosburgh's house on the 
Beverwijck map? 

. ! 
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PATENT 9ranted to the com_unity of Bevervyck for a poor
house near the fort, the lot 1. boun~ed on the north by 

the Fuyck KiL, on the south by the wa90n road, on the 
west by Jacob Janssen, exte~din9 to the east side of 
the waqon road. 
21 Apr il 1652 Vault 

Translation: MST with ori9inal. 

.0aT OlANO' COUIT "'NUT" l 

III- In thenameof thelord, Amen 

Proceedings of Ihe Inferior Court of Justice 
erected and ellablished in Fon Orange by 
order or Ihe HOil. PttnIsStuyvesanl andIhe 
HOil. Council of New Nelherland, punuanr 10 
Iheins«Nctions ancIlhe OIdllalcen 0Il1he 10dl 
of Apri11652.ancllhe requestoflhe bu'lhen 
of Ihe aforesaid fon and Beverwijc:k, siluated 
within !he established limits. 

Monday, April IS, 16S2 

Pruenl; 

Joannes Dijc:kmant
 
Abraham SIKIS
 
Volek.rt Jansz
 
Comelis Thcunisz VUI Weslbroec:k
 

AbrahamPitlersz Vosburch, appearin. before !he court. requests thai 
he may proceed wilh die erection of his house. IS dle prohibition and 
diaalJowUlCe lhereof involve his, Vosburgh's, toul ruin. 

Whereupon, il beinalaken inlo considerllion WIIJIe bouse which he 
is erectin. stands behind lhe dwellin, of Commandant Brant Arisz VUl 

SIic:hrenhonl and therefore does lIOI,really crowd orobstOlct die fon, 
and _inlal50 lheCreatupense already incurred by him. his request is 
Cranted. 

Whereas "veral persons have applied for permiuion 10 .... illl on some 
lots between die1-0 kills,* il is afler deliberalion approved. wherefore 
Dirrick Jansz and Abraham Pielenz Vosburgh arechosen U1dappointed 
10make I proper survey. 

• Fi",lel wldlin Inckc.. i~ m_Kri,. ..... nulllbcn. 
t Dijckmananived in NewHclhcrlandIn 1651. Aller lill...... Post ofQIIIIllll1Altl' of 
__on ManIIIIl", he •• lIIPOinlCd CIOlIlmisury 01foft Onntc. D1jc\1m . 
die nlll ......1lIof tile CllIUft of foft 0rMac and IIcvcrwijl:k..I lui, 0116" he 
_Inc......,..." inunil' and __,_o,l\ce.*n- kiD.(_."1" 01' ""lmll WCIe PftlboIlI, tile V_n Kill and lhe kYcn Kill. 
wlllcII .........._Ihc.-...... ..... _tIlellllillli.. oIkvcrwljcklC.alvel'. 
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Sale of a House
 

1. Carefully reading the document: where would you 
locate this house and lot? Is the garden north or south of 
the house and lot? .i 

2. Whose lots adjoin the house and lot? Make a sketch of 
the property and the adjoining elements (lots, road, 
palisades). Mark carefully which is north, south, east 
and west. 

3. With every lot there came a garden. Why was it so 
important to have a garden? Where would you locate 
this garden? 

4. How much did Van Curler pay for the house, lot and 
garden? 

5. Why would Albert Gisbert have signed with a ~ark? 

6. Checking	 the translation with the original, a researcher 
scribbled in the margin: "gans nieu woninge", which 
means: "completely new dwelling" (this was in the 
original written in the margin). Which conclusion do 
you draw from this? 

/-,
 

. l 
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ERA I. 292 
Appeared before m. J. La Montag••• iii the ,erTic. of••to, Alben 

Oiaben Rud.ma.lter (wh••hrrigbt). i.habitant of the Village 01 B.,...... 
wyok, aad hia hooor Hr. Areot 't.. Curler,oou.cillor ofth. 001001 of 
Reoaaelaerw1ok, who deolare thd tbey haTe rupecti"ell contraoted wi~" 
eaoh other 10 maoner followiog. to wit: tbac the uld Alber& ~ilbert -1./ _ ~ ,";. 
pntt and OOOle,. II by these preaeotl he dOet erraot aDd coovoYla real . VIU. vv 
aDd &Ctllal pl*IIIioa to ..~d jIeer Areat Yo Curl~r bis hein or "'.ku.-~ . , 
hia hoUle, lot IDdgardeD)'J.riiij1ii11ie Village of BtTerw,.ek, adjoining Q~ ~ M,..., 
00 \he ... 'ide Jan Barenlae Wemp, 00 the loath 'Wouter de Rude- () . 
multer, 00 the weat the highwu. Oil th. north tb. paUi!lIdoes (dl§",,'i.) 
of tho Village of BeTerwsok; tb. garden Ii. on the third [V_D) kif, 
betweeo Andries Do Voa' land. for "laicb house, lot.-"Ild ~rd"cn the kforc- ? 
aid Beer Areot Vall Curler hAl given in pll,mell«tWo ~l'Ieslilla. cow ;, 
of three yNFI, which honea and oow the said Albert Gbben ackaowlodgea 
that b. hu reclliTed to hia conleot. aad promises the tr:lolfened hoUle. 
lot aDd It&I'deo to free from all olaima and demDod., and a parchmeat 
paieot of the sam,. to deliTer into the haad. of laid Heer AreatVaa 
Curler; all 00 pled~ of hia penGo and ..tate, real aad perlOW, prena& 
and futuro, suhmittiDg the Illm. 10 all lawa and judges. 

Dooe in Fort Oraogl, the fint of Much, 1661, io prflleDc, or JaD
 
)1'yDarduea aDd Dirk Aadriesse, witoeaaes thereto iDvited.
 

Tbi. is the marlt + of ALBERT GISnEaT. with bis owa hand set.
 
A. VAN CORLn. 

Ja.n. MtJi,,~.e,..


T!l,', i. tAe mark HS of DMc Aftllriue.
 
Acknowledged before me,
 

LA MmtTAOl(E, Clerk at Fort OrlDge.
 

• K 
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1. Survey the titles of the records in this packet. Prepare a list of ways that some people earned their living. Which of 
these apply specifically to Bethlehem? 

2.	 Choose one case. Read it and write an essay in which you discuss 
a.	 The names of the individuals. 

b.	 The reason or reasons for making the contract. 

c.	 The result of the contract's being negotiated (see me for help on this item) 

d. Other information (if any) which helps to describe life in the early colony. 

OR 

1.	 Survey the apprentice contracts at the end of this packet. Prepare a list of the kinds of apprenticeships that were 
available. 

2.	 Choose one contract. Read it and write a summary in which you discuss the names of the people involved, the 
responsibilities of the master and the duties of the apprentice. ' 

OR 

3. Choose a partner and together prepare a dialogue in which you describe the negotiations between the master and the 
parent. 

. ~ 
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'fJ-f. Adriaen de Schoolmeesler 
Jan tk Vis.rc,,~,. '~"'~~ 

~~'\ P\elef Lamaec~r Musler Adriaen. 1\ 
r 'J.~ t'(tf'Pclt.e \c:P~

~&G E .~\~
~\\\e\'\'\ Joannes Dijckman. commissary and officer "elfk'/~~ fl.t 

i 
~~ The Reverend DomineGideonSchaets ".I1IQ40~ ~
 

~
 {j Hendrick Jochemsz. innkeeper 
~fj Mr. JacobBarbier

\\en6e Cloolendraeyer
f\c't.I 1f\O>lt.ef $ Pieter de Maeclu!, ,,\ttf
 

s""t Daniel de aQC~, c't\'<'r,\\'"
- S'lS'~~" 
\a" lA~ Philipde Brouwer~o\'\'\·s 

Mr. Jacob Chirurgijns 
Herman BastiaenszRoymeesler 

Hendrik lann KOehertkr 

Teunis Teunissen Metselaer Jacoblope,. &Gclttf Hendrick Jansz de Ko-.._ •
 

\et dt L
-·"'Uc",er 
~~ 

'netC't. d£ J(arrnDI\ - Jan de Cuyper 
'Y\ert- d£ CorrtrnD" 

.\;oc,\~'II' C.(~.. II\bert deTi.....'mdII.lJ'lem "eq>e' Wil1em Georgi"er 

. ,..11- .. /)tf ' eep Watch' Arent Jansse
CSt;\\~ k~~ Ten~\s laCO"'" de Bi<,dr..ger !hebu,gh< I. lhis rOlf • Timmerman . ,YVra'of~. r g.aId' "co

C/aes Ian . " 
,,\~t\ de~odt ~i\~Macb\el de uxI'"",id sa n""",_ . ""'~'I..r ~II'''''''' 
I" g.dt,nDt,.... ~e~ 

Ida"". Bi<'luucu. ~ O\ ",-~B Jan Ai"..\~"" ...I 

Wijnan' rk Kin•......,""" Jan rk Soldee: -...ali", W.#!Ver 

Barel'll Pietersen Molenaer 
p' Cobusde Snijder

Hendrickd~ SUYC/(erhaCl:er leterd.Sa:cter \en de earo"ltIel . - ....etrfellU " 
Menen de Brouwer 

Glasemaecur. tapster Herman Bastiaensz Timmermanluriaen Teunesen 

Willem Albertszvan Monickendam. bark skipper 

~ae(\e" de Boer Per C·' B uwer1 de ICIlY omells Sc/roesler "'\\\ern roOette ~ 

Samuel de Hoedemaecker·Hannen de Timmerman. batmaker 

de srni\ JacobTeunissen, plaintiff.inhiscapacityofschau: bijnochJ
V.ei ,,6et\
 

The honorableschou: and officerof the colony of Rensselaerswijck
 

Hannen. de Brouwer deputy schout. • 
MartenMelselaer 

• A scfwul was I law enroreclllCnl offic:cr wish l.he addilional powers or I prosec:utin&HenderickBierman atlomey. 

tn ,.... 



i 
"\
 

2SB EARLY RECORDS OF ALBANY 

Appraisal of a sawmill and appurtenances belonging to Wynant 
Gerritsen van der Poel and the widow of Abraham Pieteraen 
Vosburgh 

[393] This day, the 6th of November .663, pursuant to order 
of the honorable court of the colony of Rensselaerswyck, at the 
request of Wynant Gerritse, Willem Bout and Pieter Meuss% have 
in the presence of Theunis Spitsenberch inspected, viewed and to 
the best or; their knowledge valued the sawmill and dwelling house 
helong-inK to said Wynant and the widow of Abraham Vosburch 
in partnership, as they at present stand, and find that the mill and 
dwelling house (being much out of repair) are worth the sum of 
.twelve hundred and fifty guilders in seawan. 

J.ist of the tools belonging to them jointly 

7 uppn damps 
o under clamps 
o wedaes 
.. bars of the frame 
I small sled«e 
I crosscut saw 
I hand saw 
I saw set 
I eallt hook 
7 old saw.. and one piece 
I arm of a crank 
I piece ,of old iron weiJ(hillj( :l "r .t 

lhs, 

Which they appraise and consider together to be worth the sum 
of six J:uilliers and ten stivers in heaver!'. Done in the colony of 
Rensselaerswyck, dated as above. 

This mark X was made by WII.I.UI 

BOUT 
PIETER Musz VROOMAN 

Teunis Cornelise van de Pull 
Inmy presence, 

D. V. SCIIELLUVNE, Not. Puh. 
166J 

Appraisal of three hogsheads of tobacco by Gerrit van Slichten
horst and Jan Geerit"n van Marcken, arbitrators chosen by 
Iaaack de Ham and J~iaen Teuniaaen 

[394] On t1li$ day, the 9th Of Novernb« 1663, appeared before 
me, Dirck van Sehellujne, notary public, and before the after-

I Teunis Corn~liuen van d~r Peel .'to. Spitsenherch. See JlI/" R"Hllrl",,, 
81/""" M•• , p. ¥. and Munsell's CoI'u';oru. 4:1•• 

. ~ 
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Lea.. of a workroom from Hendrick R_boom to Eli .. "an 
Rave.te,. 

1593 blank; 5Ml This cla)'. the 2Jd of November 1676, appeared 
befor~ me, Adriam \'an llpaldam, notary public: residinr in New 
Alban~'. and before Ih~ und~rwritlm \\'iln~sscl, H~yndrick Roose
boom. of Ihe first part. and Elial van Rav~sleyn, of the second part, 
.. ho acknowl~dred Ihat in all Iov~ and frimdship they h~reb)' 
aCTffd and contracled in manner followinr, 10 wil: He)'ndrick 
Roo,;eboom ackno,,'ledees thaI he ha. Iet and Elias van Runle)'n 
Ihal he has hired said Rooscboom', fronl room of the hOllsc\ 
.. h~rein said Rooseboom now d..'ell., for the term of a whole year, 
commencing on the 9th of April 16';7 .nd mdine on the 9th of 
April 16]8. BUI on IIIe express condilion tbat said Ravelstryn 
.hall mak~ Iherein a "'orkbench for himself, for pn.tock makir·r," 
and for th~ !10ft of said Rooseboom likewise a workbench for mak
ing 1l..."loeb, and whm any ".n.tock. a'e to be made for the 

• V..r.i.,.; .hida P.ollalO. P•••_ 1......1.. as ~f~....1 _,- TIM 
fOrm i. _ ••hat inclrlinile ...d _, rcl.r eithc. '0 the enli•• fo•• ,." 01 
the""".., 0' _.cl, to ,he It_r-. or I>en 10the ... 'nne. haJJ. ....e41ft. 
of whether tllil i. at the f"",1, ., 011 the side of tile lauildin,. 111 ...-ioa 
.ith l>Ulrh hou... 01 1M ,............. I)'JICo tM t_ wo.i... i. ofl......'0 dil,;"pi... lhe lor. port 01 .. ","14,,,.. which i for d••lline pu•• 
,.... fr_ the r.r pu1, wtoidl ..tilll 01 the .talala d Item. 10 a _ro 
restricl•• _Ie.....WC'Mr, til. I il ."II.d to tM froe' .- prope•••hich 
a•• roIc ia It.,. acrupu!owoly e1 an. u.... onl, 011 .peciaI OCcaaioal. Sec 
pi...... _ri,tioa of • o..tcIo faraah_ ill J. F....cq .... JlcrldlQo. 
" •••rllji, HiI,wt, .... H...... yol 9. pi I, p. 2'-_
'I..~,. " _ftt..; which Prol••_ Pe.._ I'lnall'.. II ~Io.thcr 

drnlli..." while in Gillet' piau. it hal Men. .,analaCtd al "dbincl .. 
LA,d,., howe.tt. dun ItOt ft"" 10 .. d,a.,,," in conned ian with 'umit e. 
b,.. to ,,_tr-W,., .......ltoclt•.
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JS4 EAaLY ....CoaDS OF IIL.ANY iii 

Indians, Ravell~yn and Roo~boom·. sun shall make the same Ind 
pay for the mal.rial l"le,her and each r.ceive the half of Ih. ",y
mmt for the same. And Ruosehoom expressly stipulate. that duro 
inc the summerlim~ no fire shall M made in said front room and 
that he, RooKboom. may 'rad~ Ihue with the Indians and do his 
banerinc there both with ("hriMians and Indians and use ;1 at his 
convenience. ...ithout di.turbinc thereby said R.n~leyn in his 
work, wllo may sleep in lhe earret or in the room and in winterti_ 
bum hi. own wood in the room and cal and cook there. 

For which said ~_ 'ff'101iK' to p:ay \0 the re.sor the sum of 
eirhl eood, whol., m~rchanlabl~ besver skin.. The contracline 
panie. mUlually promiK to eX«lIt~ and J>erlurm the aforesaid con
dition. binding thereto their respeclive persons and estat~•• noth· 
inc ~xc~pted, sllbject to all lord., COllrt., tribulllls and judee•. 

In witn~" wh~reol th~y have subscribed Ihis with th~ir own 
hand. withoul crall or Cllil~ in Albany, dal~ .. ahove. 

HEH,.IICK ROOSEIIOON 

ELIAS VAll RAUESTEYH 

AI witnesses: 
ClotJ Ro,u.. \10" DOli. 
Jlt..4t"tC KOdt" 

Ollod olltJlor 
AOIIAEH YAH It.. PEHDAM. 1\'01. PI/b. 
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Contract of Melgert Wynantaen van der Poel to run a aawmill 
for Eldert Gerbertaen CruyR' at Bethlehem 

[149) Al'l'eared before me, Adriaen vall Ilpendam, notary 
public residing in New Albany, on this 30th day of September 
16]1, and before the hereinafter named witnesses, Eldert Gerbertse 
of the one part and Melchelt Wynantsz of the other part, who 
acknowledge that in love and friendship they have agreed in man
ner Iollowing, to wit: Eldert Gerbertsz acknowledges that he has 
hired Melchert Wynantsz and the hitter that he has undertaken 
to saw in the mill of said Eldert Gerbertsz at Bethlehem! from 
now on, to wit, to commence as soon as there is sufficient water 
therefor and to end the last of next May 1672, provided said 
Eldert shall bear all the expenses of the mill and keel' it in proper 
nlnninK order. DurinK the term of his labor said Melchert shall 
enjuy free hoard fron; said Elden and in case Melchert in the 
sl'rinK of 1672 enKaKes a helper in order that one may saw by day 
and the other 1Iy night, said Eldert shall be holden to provide the 
helper with free hoard during his labor. Eldert promises to let 
Melchert have for his labor (over and above the said free board) 

I This mill stood on the IlClhlchcnl's kill, now the Normans kill. It w•• 
M Juue :l. 1675. alsilt...·d hy Allocr! I~y<:kman...s aUorlley for Eldut Ger
bertseu CrllylT. 10 Slt·I.I""I\1~ \:111 Cortlallt. then director of the colony of 
Rtllsse)aerwyck, and Oil Deremh..r 1.1. 1('77, it was conveyed by Domine 
Nk"l:luS van Rtlls,elacr t .. Picl ..r Winne. See Ea,.ly Ruo,.ds of Albany, 
1:171. 

EARLY RECORDS OF ALBANY384 

the just fourth part of all the boards, whether thick or thin, long 
or short, oak or pine, the ",..wyer to receive also a just [150] fourth 
part of all the scantling, lath etc. which shall be sawed in said mill 
durillK the said time, the same to he divided every week by lot. 
All that is hereinbefore written the !laid contracting parties promise 
(with the help of Almij{hly (;cul) to execute and perform, for 
which they hind their respective persons and estates, real and per
sonal, present ancl future, suhjeclin~ the same to the jurisdiction 
of all lords, courts, tribunals allli judges, and in confirmation 
thereof, the)' Im,'I', with jacoh Tys7. vander I leyden and Hannen 
van Gansevoort, called as witnesses hereto, and me, the notary, 
subscribed this with their own hands, without :IJlY craft or guile, 
in Alhany, dated all above. 

EI.Ul·xr (;I-:IlIJI-:MTS7. 'CMU'a> 

MF.I.C.::RT. WYNANTSEN VAN DEK 

POEr.r. 

All witnesses : 
Lacob Thryse» 'L'allC!t'r Ifc)'c/m 
Ilarme» Harmens Ganstuorl 

QuoJ attestor 
AIlMIAEN VAN Jr.I'ENDAM, NoI. PHb. 

. ~ 
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Lease of a fann called the KJinckenbergh from Meyndert Freder
icksen to lan Helmesen 

r200] 011 this i nh day of April 1673 appeared before me, 
Adriat'n vall ltpendam, notary public residing in New Alhany, and 
before the hereinafter named witnesses, Meyndert' Fredericsz of 
Ih(' one part and Jan Helmesz of the other part, who on this date 

NII'rA'<IAI. ",\I"':KS ) ANn 2, J6(JO-I¥ 4°5 

III love and friellcl~hil' have contracted and agreed t0ltether 
in manner flll/Ilwinl-:', 10 wit : i\le)"ndert Fredericsz acknowl
edges that he has let III Jan Ilelmesz his farm called 
C1inckenhergh', (III' the lillie IIf six consecutive years, begin
ning un the first of .II,I ••y uf this year 1('73 and ending 
on the first of ~Ia)' .hi'); on cl)lIditilln~that the lessor promise 
to deliver therewith Ionr horses, to 'wit, two mares and a stallion 
and a gelding; fiv,' rows ,mel a hull; four heifers and a bull calf; 
which the lessee shall have at halves, but shall he holden in the 
first place to deliver "I' aJ:aill the delivered number of said cattle 
and then til al'IK.rli"" III 1':It'h l'al'ly the h;aU IIf the increase, and 
for every milch cow 1o deliver III the lessor six pounds of butter 
yearly, And the It's~lIr delivers therewith ten skipI'lt's of winter 
wheat in the KrtlUllI1 rur whid. lIlt' Il'sse(' I'rolllis('!l til deliver aKai" 
at the end' of the lease in like manner ten skipples sowed in the 
ground, Furthernum-, tIlt' It'~~"t' I'rullli~t'~ III t1I,lh'('r Ill' the house 
and barn at the (,11,1 IIr lilt' I"ast.' wall allel roof tiKht; and in case 
of fire (which may (;11,11'1"('\"'111) lilt' 1t:,1f of IIw loss shall be borne 
by each, hilt in case IIf J.:I'II(·I'al wnr IIII' Ilama~t.' shall It.. at the char~ 

of the lessor, Furtlu-rmor«, whatever illll.I(,IIl('III!l the lessor shall 
deliver to the lesset' whether wal:"I1, plow, harrow or other farm 
implement!!, the I('s~,'., shall be h"I,\('n to deliver UI' at t1..~~nd of 
the lease in 't0od :11111 IIsal,lt' ("(l\Illililln, fnr which, in place of rent, 
the lessee pron}isl's next sprinJ: In inclose on the ~reat Rat a!! much 
land 3!1 possible, TfJe aforennmed contracting parties promise (with 
the hell) of God) to execute itllll perform what ill hereinbefore 
written, bindini tliereto th ..ir persons nnd estates, real and per
sonal. present sand r2011 future, !lul\ject to nil lords, courts, tri
bunals and jlld~('s, 'II confirmntion hereof the "ontrartinK parties 
have. with Hans Un','p"r alld l Ielmerh-h Otten, cnlled a!! witnesses 
hereto, suhsrrih"11 lhi~ with their """,II hands on the date above writ

'ten, 
This is the mark X of !lh:VNI"'RT 

FKEIlF.RII'S7., ilialIt' hy himself 
This i'l the mark X of JAN lh:l,MF.!\7., 

All witnesses: nuule hy himsel f 
Hans nrr/,rr 
Hrlmerick 0111'11 

QI/(lI!"tlofllr 
AmUAF.N VAN TI.I'F.Nf)~M, Not. PNb, 

• Klinkenherlt, 1I liute 1I1l1'11I "f Fllllr Mil.. poillt, ,ill Ihe 1"\\'11 of CoulIckil.', 
Gr~elle fount,. N, y, 
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Yearbook XIII, 14-15 

INDENTURE OF ApPRENTICESHIP OF HUMPHREY .PRTOX, i STKP~SON 011' 

Tllo~",s WEF.CKVILT, TO JAN VAN LOON TO LEARN' THE BLACK

SMITH'S TRADF. 

On this day, the 14th of December anno 1688, at New Albany in 
Amerka, Tammis Weeckvilt and his wife, Marya Luycaaz, or the one 
part, and Mr. Jan van Loon, of the other part, declared that in love 
and friendship they had deliberately contracted and agreed with each 
other about the hiring out and hiring of a certain boy, at present about 
ten years of age, called Omfree Petox, on the conditions and in the man
ner following: 

The aforesaid Tammis Weeekvilt and his aforesaid wife (the own 
mother of the aforesaid boy,Omfree Petois), acknowledge and declare 
that they have hired him out to the aforesaid Mr. Jan van Loon (or the 
period of thirteen consecutive yean, which period commences on the 
date hereof, during which time he is to have board and clothing with 
whatever appertains thereto and to go to school for three years to learn 
to read and write, either during the daytime or in the evening, as shall 
be most convenient, at the expense of the said van Loon, who is allO to 
teach him tile smith', trade and further to do in every way as a Rood 

. ~ 

Christian ought to do, which they fully entrust to the aforeeaid Mr. J. 
van Loon and which he also promises and agrees faithfully to perform. 
He further promises at the expiration of the aforesaid time to fit out the 
said Omfree Peto honestly with a serviceable every-day Buit and a new 
Sunday »uit and shirts and linen and underwear in proportion. There
fore, the aforesaid parents promise to exhort their aforesaid IOn in every 
way to be virtuous, so as to serve his aforesaid master in alt faithfulness, 
which the aforesaid son, Omfree Peto, allO promises, agreeing to be dil
igent in all proper work which his aforesaid master Bhallgive and order 
him to do during the aforet'laid time. 

With all that is hereinbefore written the parties declare that they are 
fully satisfied and for the true performance thereof the said parties, each 
as far a. he i. concerned, hind their persons and properties, present and 
Iuture, submitting the same according to law. In witness of the truth 
they have Iligned and sealed this with their own hand' on the aforesaid 
14th day of December, at New Albany in America, ~ing in the fourth 
year of the reign of our Sovereign King of Great Britain, James, the 
Second of that name, Defender of the Faith, etc. 

Thi. i. the X mark of TAMNIS WEECKVILT (Seal) 
This is the X mark of MARYA LUYCASSE (Seal) 
This is the X mark of ONFRE PETO 

JAN VAN LOON 
Signed, sealed and 
delivered in our presence, 

HARMF.N GANSI';UORT 
ANDRws AD ALlU,RTSZ BRAT 

In my presence, 
J. O"CKRR, Notary P~blic 

Thomaa Weec:levilt, whoae name, in the Dutch church record.. ia alao apelled Weekfilt 
and Willielt, waa a"loarently an Enlliahman, whoae real name waa Wakefield. He 
probably came from Maryland and may be the ..me penon aa Thomae Wakefield who 
in Homer Waleefielll, WolteMld M...twiIIl, p. 18-19, ie mentioned a. beine in 1689 in 
Charlea Co., Md., where, with hi. brother Rich.rd, he carried on a co.at trade with 
John WaleefleM of lloatoll. Thonla. Weekfilt had a dauahter Anna, who waa baptized 
at AI\)any on AUI. 2:1. 16lIc). She married Oft May 4. '711, in New Vork, Jacob van 
IIreonen, wh" died hefore 1726, when, accordin. to Jamn Riker, Rmml Hi.tM, 0/ 
lllUk"" p. 41/1, ahe married at Ilariem David Devour. 

Jan vlln \.oon "I'llar~ntly canle to New York in the year 167~. hia name beinlliven 
under ,late of Nov. 24. '('75, in a liet 01 penona who took the oath of alJeriance to the 
Kina 01 (;reat lIrit:.in, aa "John Van I..oney·· (J.fi.... te« II/ lIN COlII",O.. Co.Mi1 0/ N,.Y.,", 1112). In Ihe reml'd 01 hi. n'arriaae in the I>utch ChUKh of New York, under 
date 01 Jan. /6, /67", he i. lCi\'en a. a youn, nllln 11'0111 "Lu~le," which i. the Dutch 
name of the city an,1 the llI'ovince of I.itae, Uellium. lie i.lefterally referred to, how
ever, a. a "'renc-hllll,", a. in the minutea of the Convention held at Albany on Aua. 5, 

,_ "if'.,• 
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EARLY RECORDS OF ALB.\N Y II IS.P 

Indenture of apprenticeship of Hendrick Rooieboom to Pieter 
Stevensen to learn the cooper's trade 

[377 blank; 378) On this zoth day of April 168~ appeared before 
me, Adriaen van Ilpendam, notary public (residing in New 
Albany) and before the hereinafter named witnesses, Heyndrick 
Rooseboom oi the one part and Pieter Stevensz of the other part, 
who hereby acknowledge that in love and friendship they have 
contracted and agreed in manner following. to wit: Said Hejn
drick Rooseboom acknowledges that he has hired to said Pieter 
Stevensz his son named Heyndrick Rooseboom for the term of 
five consecutive yean commencing on the first of May of this 
year 168z and ending on the first of May 1687, to learn the 
cooper's trade from said master. The said master promises to 
teach said boy the cooper's trade as well as he can and in addition 
to provide him with proper food and clothing, burgher fashion, and 
every year after Christmas to send him to an evening school and 
to pay his tuition; and at the end of said term said master promises 
to fit out said boy (besides his common clothes) with a new suit, 
from top to toe, including a new hat as well as new stockings and 
shoes. And said Heyndrick Rooseboom promises that (with God's 
help) said boy shall serve the aforesaid master with all diligence 
and obedience during the aforesaid term. Hereto the aforesaid 
contracting parties bind their persons and estates, nothing excepted, 
subject to all lords, courts, tribunals and judges, having subscribed 
this with their own hands (in presence of Claes Ripsz and Jacob 
Coenraetsr, called as witnesses hereto) in New Albany, dated as 
above, 

HENDRICK ROOSEDOOW: 

PIETER STEVENS 

HENDRICK Rooseeoox 

As witnesses: 

Clau Ri,un t'a" Dam 
Jacob TtJI EyeR 

Qlloll euesto« . 
ADRT.\EX vxx ILPExD.\3lf, AP ot, Pub, 

Indenture of apprenticeship of Gerrit van der Zee to Johannes 
Vinhaeghen to learn the tailor'. trade 

[457-59 blank; 460] On this JOth day of July 1683 appeared 
before me, Adriaen van llpendam, notary public (residing in New 
Albany), and before the hereinafter named witnesses, the worthy 
Willem Ketelhu~'n of the one part and 'the worthy Johannes 
Fynaghen of the other part, who hereby acknowledge that in all 
love and friendship they have contracted and agreed in manner 
following, to wit: Said Willem Ketelhuyn acknowledges that he 

has bound to said Johannes Fynagen his son' (called Gerrit vander 
Zee, now about twelve years old) for the term of Iour successive 
years, which term shall begin on the first of August 1683 and end 
on the first of Augu~t 1687; and the aforesaid master promises LO 

teach the aforesaid youngster the tailor's trade as well as he can; 
and the aforesaid father promises that his aforesaid son shall serve 
him with all diligence and faithfulness; the first three rears the 
father· shall give his son board and. have his washing done for 
him, but the fourth year the master promises to give said young
ster proper board, and the first three years to let him go to the 
evening school for two months after Christmas, provided the 'father 
'pay for his tuition; and at the end of the four }'ears said master 
promises to deliver to said youngster a cloth suit, to wit, a coat, 
breeches, a pair of new stockings, a pair of new shoes and two 
good, whole pieces of eight; and the clothing which the said young
ster shall need within the aforesaid four years, said master shall 
make for him at his own expense, on condition the father provide 
the material therefor, Hereto the aforesaid contracting parties 
bind their persons and estates, nothing excepted, subject to all 
lords, courts, tribunals and judges, and have subscribed this with 
their own bands in presence of Heyndrick Rooseboom and Gerrit 
Lansingh; in- Albany in America, dated as aforesaid. 

W~LLEK KETELHUYN 

JAN VINHAECHEH 

As witnesses: 
H nuln'i Roos,boom 
Gn-rit Lonsinci 

(Jllod 01"';10' 
ADRIAE:-; \'A~ ILPENDAX, NOl. Pllb, 

. ~ 
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CONCLUSION
 

Inthislesson packet about theuseof primary sources in theclass 
we have analyzed various kindsot documents: court minutes, deeds, 
patents, letters, maps, journals, etc. In almost every separate unitwe 
wereconfronted withthe tactthatwe hadto make dowith translations 
of theprimary sources; nottheoriginals themselves. Because theearly 
settlers of New Netherland came from a country were,Dutch was 
spoken, they brought this language along. (Most likely there were 
several people whobesides Dutch wereable tospeak otherlanguages: 
Gennan, FrenCh, English - to mention a tew). 

InorderforAmericans tounderstand these documents about their 
earliestwritten history, thesedocuments needto be translated. When 
a historian ora genealogist triestofindinformation about thisparticular 
time period, he/she always has to keep in mind the fact that these 
documents havealready beentranslated for him/her, and that, in this 
respect, they have already been interpreted by someone before. The 
translation is already an interpretation by the tranSlator. 

By analyzing the documents we havealready seensomeof the 
problems that a translator sometimes faces. Can you still remember 
someof these problems? Write themdown. 

Some of the problems a translator has to deal with are the 
following: 

1. Thehandwriting can bevery hardto read.From1652-1655, 
for example, the records were kept by a man who eventually went 
insane. Even in hisowntimepeople corT1>lained thattheyhad trouble 
reading hishandwritingIThefollowing textillustrates this. Thetranslator 
had a very hard job to do, and on top of that there was a Dutch 
expressionusedin themanuscript, that,apparently, hewasnotfamiliar 
with. In order to translate, one also has to be very familiar wnh the 
orlglnallenguage. When thesetwo circumstances come together, a 
manuscript could sometimes be translated incorrectly, creating a dif
ferent understanding about a certain matter. Thetranscription of the 
text is: 

. ~ 

Dito quamen a/hier ontrent de 300 Maquasen des voornemens 
(utaiunt) omtegaanvechten tegendeFranse wi/den, mid/emjdhebben 
eenooch intzeyleOOe de wacht vereJubbelt. 

Itwastranslated as follows (ERA1:236): 

There came here about 300 Mohawks proposing to go to fight 
against theFrench Indians, in themeantime a shiphas setsailandthe 
watchis doubled. 

It should be translated: 

There came about 300 Mohawks who intended to fight against 
the French Indians; in themeantime wearepaying extra attention and 
the guard hasbeendoubled. . 

Question: What is the difference in meaning of the twotransla
tions?(The phrase -eenoochIntzeylhouden" translated literally means 
to -keepaneyein the sail,-butas anexpressio'n it means '0 payextra 
attention1 

2. The document can be badly damaged. Many of the Dutch 
documents IntheNewYorkState Ubraryweredamaged in 1911, when 
a firedestroyed manydocuments. The Dutch documents were mostly 
saved, thanks to the -protection- of other materials falUng on top of 
them. Many manuscripts onlypartially survived, with topsor bottoms 
burned, or being hard to read due to waterdamage. Because of this, 
information Is lost, and sometimes the meaning of a context can be 
interpreted differently. 

3. The language Is seventeenth-century language; identical 
lookingwords canhaveadifferent meaningthantheydo inthetwentieth 
century. The Dutch word roer. for instance, is now mostly usedIn the· 
meaningofa"rudder."In the16505 mostly it meant -gun.H Even knowing 
modern Dutch, one has to beextracautious. 
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Sometimes the 17th-century wordsdo nol exist in modern Dutch 
anymore, or not as regularly. Theycan meretore havea vaguemean
ing. The verb belendenenis an example of a word with a complicated 
meaning, depending on the context. In deeds and patents, where 
specialized legal language is used.thiscan causeproblems. 

4. One sometimes has to be familiar with the SUbject. The 
document on the opposite side0' thispage, for instance, couldcause 
a realproblemfor a translatorwho is notawareof the fact that there is 
aplacecalledBethlehem nearAlbanylBeverwijck. Inthe fi~st place, the 
nameBethlehemdoesnotstartwithacapital. Thereis anotherproblem 
in the interpretation 0' the last word of the first line In the manuscript; 
can you tell what that problemis? Sometimes other pagescan leadto 
the solution of the problem. 

5. Sometimes weeven have to be aware 0' the time perIOdthe 
translation we deal with was made. Around 1900for Instance, vulgar 
languagewould not be translated. but simplyomitted. Sometimes the 
translatorwouldwrite:·untranslatable matle". Theinformation lost may 
not always be the most important, but it does take away from the 
knowledge about theseearly settlers. 

The above matterscan make a translator's work into a puzzle. 
long before the historians, doing specific research. deal with the 
manuscripts. Sometimes historians are not aware or wllAng to realize 
this.whichcanleadtomistakesIntheirhistorical work.A gOod historian. 
dealing with foreign sources, should make a point of stUdying the 
original language, so he/shecan readtheoriginalmanuscripts. 
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