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Introduction 

by Janny Venema 

The following curriculum was made possible by a Local Government Records Management 
Improvement Fund Grant from the New York State Archives, New York State Education 
Department. The intent of the lessons is to acquaint students with primary sources of New 
Netherland and at the same time to bring this 17th-century society and its inhabitants closer to 
the students. 

In the conclusion of From the Old World to the New: Seventh Grade Curriculum using Primary 
Sources, the first seventh grade curriculum published by the New Netherland Project, the 
problems of translating 17th -century Dutch documents have been discussed. In this curriculum 
this discussion is continued. Part of the process of translating these Dutch documents is offered 
in the third unit. Using transcribed 17th -century English documents the students will understand 
that the first step in the translation process is the understanding of differences in language use in 
different centuries. 

The focus of this curriculum is on the great variety of people in New Netherland: their 
backgrounds, beliefs, status, position. It will become clear that the origins for New York's 
melting pot were already firmly rooted in New Netherland. 

The translations of primary sources offered here are a certain selection. At first it may appear 
that the curriculum is extensive, but not every lesson needs to be followed. A variety of sources 
have been offered to give the teacher a choice to teach materials that he/she feels comfortable 
with. More or less time than indicated in the lessons can be spent on various topics, depending 
on the teacher's preference. 

As well as making both students and teachers aware of the almost endless quantity of primary 
source materials and their easy accessibility, I also hope that the materials offered in this 
curriculum will make history come to life. 
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New Netherland Timeline 

Henry Hudson, in command of the East India Company ship De Halve Maen explores from 
Delaware Bay to the upper Hudson as far as present-day Albany. 

The name New Netherland fIrst appears in an official document; New Netherland Company 
licensed by the States General; fur trading post Fort Nassau established on Castle Island, 
present-day port of Albany. 

First colonists arrive in New Netherland where they are settled at Fort Orange (Albany), the 
mouth of the Connecticut River, and on High Island (Burlington Island) in the Delaware 
River. Cornelis May, as senior skipper, becomes OOt director of New Netherland. 

Willem Verhulst arrives as director of New Netherland. 

Peter Minuit replaces Verhulst as director; purchases Manhattan Island; moves settlers from 
Fort Orange, Connecticut and Delaware to Manhattan. 

Wouter van Twiller director of New Netherland. 

Willem Kieft director of New Netherland. 

Kieft's war with the Indians around Manhattan Island. 

Petrus Stuyvesant becomes director general of New Netherland, Curacao, Bonaire, Aruba 
and other dependencies in the Caribbean. 

construction of defensive wall across Manhattan Island (Wall Street) after threat of invasion 
from New England. 

Swedes under new governor, lohan Rising, capture the Dutch post Fort Casimir on Trinity 
Sunday. 

Stuyvesant conquers New Sweden in the Delaware Valley; Indians around Manhattan attack 
New Amsterdam, Pavonia, and Staten Island in a conflict called the Peach War. 

Esopus Indian War in New Netherland. 

English naval force funded by the duke of York and Albany captures New Netherland in a 
surprise attack during peace time. 

New York captured by Dutch naval force; New Netherland restored as a Dutch colony. 

New Netherland becomes New York again as a result of the peace of Westminster. 
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Introduction Unit I: Natives and Invaders. 

The discovery of America ... Who does not know about the expedition Christopher Columbus made in 14921 During 
the sixteenth century other explorers went to the New World, discovering more and more of this continent and its 
inhabitants. In his search for a way to the spice islands, Henry Hudson sailed up the river, later called the Hudson River. 

The first lesson of this unit offers a journal kept by a member of Hudson's crew, Robert Juet. In his journal Juet 
describes some encounters of these early explorers with the.original inhabitants. As Hudson was employed by the Dutch, he 
was soon followed by traders of the Dutch Republic who sailed up the river and claimed the area. Until 1621 these 
independent traders came up the river as far as present Albany. There they built a small fort (Fort Nassau) in order to 
maintain a beaver trade with the natives. 

In 1621 the Dutch founded the West India Company (WIC), a trading company which would regulate the trade with 
the New World colonies: Brazil, the West Indies and New Netherland. 

The Company established trading posts in New Netherland and left men there to protect the company's rights. Actual 
settlements did not start until 1624. In 1625 an expedition under the command of Willem Verhulst brought more colonists 
to New Netherland. Verhulst's instructions have survived and confirm the company's intention to establish a permanent 
agricultural colony in New Netherland. 

In Unit I some of these instructions - those regarding conduct toward the Indians - are listed. They give an 
impression of the way contacts between the Dutch settlers and the natives were supposed to be according to the 
administration of the WIC. 

(continued on next page) 
UNIT I: NATIVES AND INVADERS 
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Introduction Unit I (continued) 
Soon after settlement had started, other matters became important, such as the sending of a minister. In 1628 Jonas 

Michaelius set foot in New Amsterdam to make sure that the Dutch Calvinist life style and rules were not abandoned. In this 
unit the part of his 1628 letter concerning the Indians has been selected to illustrate what the early colonists thought about 
the original inhabitants. Fragments of a 1644 letter by the minister Johannes Megapolensis (who lived near Fort Orange in 
the colony of Rensselaerswijck) gives further impressions of native Americans, sixteen years later. An excerpt from a 
deposition in a lengthy court case by Brant van Slichtenhorst is meant to iJlustrate that the encounters between the two 
people were not always without problems. 

The last lesson of this unit contains material from a Description of New Netherland, which was written as propaganda 
material in the Dutch Republic, urging people to settle in this Dutch colony. 

The intent of this unit is to make students aware that in New Netherland two peoples Jived next to each other: 
natives and invaders. What did these people think of each other? The selection is a sampling selection from many choices 
available. Under resources some of the many other possibilities are listed. These will be easy to adjust to this unit and reveal 
more about the ways the natives and invaders dealt with each other. 

UNIT I: NATIVES AND INVADERS 
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Unit Objectives 
1. To provide translated primary source materials from which students can distill information. 
2. To familiarize students with explorers, early settlers and natives in the early seventeenth century of the area later 

called New Netherland. 
Lesson 1: 

Objectives 

1. Students will be able to 
describe the early 
contacts between 
Europeans and Indians. 

2. Students will try to 
identify with the early 
Europeans and Indians 
in New Netherland. 

3. Students will be able to 
locate various places in 
New Netherland on a 
map. 

Activities 

1. Have students read from "the third voyage of Master Henry 
Hudson," by" Robert Juet, 1610. The text can be divided in 
different fragments so that this can be done in groups. 

2. Have students complete the following assignments: 

a. During these first encounters both Indians and the 
ship crew discovered new objects through each 
other; list them for both Indians and ship crew. 

b. On the map of New Netherland, plot out the journey 
described by Juet. Mark the various sites where 
contacts between natives and invaders took place and 
mark with a + or - sign whether these encounters 
were positive or negative experiences. 

(Continued on next page) 

Resources 

I. J. Franklin 
Jameson, ed. 
Narratives of New 
Netherland. 1609-
-1664, New York: 
Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1909,pp. 16-
28. 

2. Maps of New 
Netherland: 
Visscher map 
1673. 

3. Map of Dutch 
settlements. 

UNIT I: NATIVES AND INVADERS 
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Lesson 1 (continued) 

Objectives Activities 

c. Try to describe these events from the Indian point of 
view: how would they have experienced this ship with 
strangers in their area? 

d. Make word balloons (like in comics) for the large class 
map of New Netherland. In the balloons describe some of 
the experiences of Hudson's crew. The balloons will later 
be put on the large class map. 

3. In a class discussion, combine the answers of the different groups 
and, on a large map, plot out the entire journey described by 
Juet. Attach word balloons to the map. 

Resources 

4. One large class map 
or a sketch of the 
Hudson River on the 
black board. 

S. Map of Iroquois 
territory; (William 
Sturtevant, general 
editor; Bruce G. 
Trigger, volume 
editor) Handbook of 
the North American 
Indian, (Smithsonian 
Institution, 
Washington, 1978) 
vol. XV, 419. 

UNIT I: NATIVES AND INVADERS 
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FROM uTHE THIRD VOYAGE OF MASTER 
HENRY HUDSON," BY ROBERT JUET, 1610 

The Third Voyage of Master Henry Hudson, toward N0114 
Zembla, and at his Returne, hu Passingfrum FaTTe Islands 
to New-found Land, and along to F()Ttie-fourB Degreea and 
Ten Minutes, and thence to Cape Cod, and 80 to Thirtie
t)£ree Degrees; and altmg the Coast to the NmtAward to 
Furtie-lwo Degrees and an Halfe and up the River N~e 
to Fortie-three Degrea. ' 

Written by llobert Juet oj Li1M-lauuae. 

. . . TilE first of September, faire weather, the wind varia
ble betweene East and South; we steered away North North
W~8t. At noone we found our height • to bee 39 degrees 3 
mmutes. Wee had soundings thirtie, twentie seven, twentie 
faure, and twentie two fathomes, as wee went to the North
ward. At sixe of the elocke wee had one and twentie fath
omes. And aU the third watch I till twelve of the clocke at 
mid-night, we had soundings one and twentie two and twentie 
eighteene, two .and twentie, one and twentie, eighteene, and 
two and twentlc fathoms, and went sixe leagues neere hand 
North North-west. 

The second, in the morning, close weather the winde at 
South in the morning; from twelve untill two of the clocke we 
steered North North-west, and had sounding one and twentie 
fathoms; and in running one Glasse' we had but sixteene 
~athom8, then seventeene, and so shoalder and shoalder untiU 
It came to twelve fathoms. We saw a great Fire, but could not 
see the Land; then we came to ten fathoms, whereupon we 
brought our tackes aboord: and stood to the Eastward East 

• Latitude. • From 8.00 CO 12.00 p. m. 
• Half an hour, measured by the and.glut. 
'I. t., hauled in the weather clew. 01 the (aquare) Mila, to .. to ail on the 

narbo.rd tack. 
16 
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South-east, foure Glasses. Then the Sunne arose, and wee 
steered away North againe, and saw the Land from the West 
by North to the North-west by North, allUke broken Hands,' 
and our soundings were eleven and ten fathoms. Then wee 
100ft • in for the shoare, and faire by the sholLre we had seven 
fathoms. The course along the Land we found to be North
east and by North. From the Land which we had first sight of, 
untill we came to a great Lake of water, as wee could judge it 
to bee, being drowned Land, which made it to rise like Hands, 
which was in length ten leagues. The mouth of that Lake 
hath many shoalds, and the Sea breaketh on them as it is cast 
out of the mouth of it. And from that Lake or Bay the Land 
lyeth North by East, and wee had a great streame out of the 
Bay; and from thence our sounding was ten fathoms two 
leagues from the Land. At five of the clocke we Anchored, 
being little winde, and 'rode in eight fathoms water; the night 
was faire. This night I found the Land to hall the Compasse 8 
degrees.' For to the Northward ott us we saw high Hils. For 
the day before we found not above 2 degrees of Variation. 
This is a very good Land to fall with, and a pleasant Land to 
see. 

The third, the morning mystie, untill ten of the clocke; then 
it cleered, and the wind came to the South South-east, so wee 
weighed and stood to the Northward. The Land is very 
pleasant and high, and bold to fall withall. At th.ree of the 
clock in the after-noone, wee came to three great RIvers. So 
we stood along to the Northermost, thinking to have gone into 
it, but we found it to have a very shoald blLrre before it, 
for we had but ten foot water. Then wee cast about to the 
Southward, and found two fathoms, three fathoms, and three 

-and a quarter, till we came to the Souther side of them, then 
we had five and sixe fathoms, and Anchored. So wee sent in 
our Boate to sound, and they found no lesse water then foure, 
five sixe and seven fathoms, and returned in an houre and a 
halle. & wee weighed and went in, and rode in five fathoms 
Ozie ground, and saw many Salmons, and Mullets, and Rayes, 
very great. The height is 40 degrees, 30 minutes. 

• Sud, Hook. • Lutted, ailed neanr CO the wind. 
.,. t., found that the variation of the needle from the true north wu eight 

desrees CO the westward. 
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18 NARHATIVE~ OF NEW NETHERLAND (1'" 

T}II~ fourth, in the morning, as soone as the day was light, 
wee ":tw that it was good riding farther up. So we sent our 
Doate to sound, and found that it was a very good Harbour, 
and fOIll'(' Ilntl fiv(! ("thorneR, two Cables length from the shoare.' 
Thcn Wl~ wf'ighetl and W('ut in with our ship. Then our Boate 
went on Land with our Net to Fish, and caught ten great 
Alullt'tH, of a foot IUld fl, haUe long a peece, and a Ray as great 
fl,S foure men cOlilt1 lude into the ship. So wee trimmed our 
Bonte nJltl rode ~till all day. At night the wind blew hard at 
the North-west, and our Anchor came home, and wee drove 
?n RhuaJ'(', but tCHlke nu hurt, thanked bee God, for the ground 
IS I'"ft smut and Oze. This day the ptlople of the Countrey 
CuI/Ie nlJuord IIf II~, 8('(!llIing very glad of our comming, and 
brought grecne TahaccCI, lUld gave us of it for Knives and 
Heads. Thl'y, goe in I )c('!re skins loose, well dressed. They 
have yellow Coppt'r. They desire Cloathes, and are very civill. 
They IlIm~ great store of Mai7., or Indian Wheate, whereof they 
make guml Bread. The Countrey is full of great and tall Oakes. 

. The lifth, in the mo,rllillg, as soone as the day was light, the 
wlDd cell.'iCd IUIII the 1-loUtI came. So we heaved off our ship 
agllille into five fathoms water, and sent our Boate to BOund 
the Bay, and we found that there was three lathoms hard by 
the HOlltlaer Nhon.rc. Our men went ·on Land there, and saw 
great sture of !\ten, Women and Children, who gave them Ta
bacc() ttt tllI'ir cUlllluing lin Land. So they went up into the 
Woods, /Lntl ~nw grt'at Ht.ore of very goodly Oakes and some 
Currnllts. For HIli! uf tllt'lIl came aboorti and brought some 
tiryed, /lIltI gave III£! SOUle, which were swcet and good. This 
day many of til(! people clUne "boord, some in Mantles 01 
}t~eatll('rs, and SCHne in Skimws of divers sorta or good Furres. 
Some WOm('11 also came to us with Hempe. They had red 
Coppcr Tabncc~ pipes, and ot~er things of Copper they did 
weare ubuut their lIeckes. At mght they went on Land againe 
80 w('c rode very (1IIi('t, hilt durst not trust them. ' 

Th(~ l'ixth, ill till! morning, was faire weather and our 
Mustf'r N1'lIt .Juhn (~I/Imun, with foure other men in ~ur Boate 
uvt'r til till.! Nort.h-Hide to Hound the other River, t being fou"'; 
Il'nguC!1:I frum us. '!'hcy fuuntl by the way shoald water, two 

, ~lIdy lIook lIur"or. • The NlrroWS, probably. 
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lathoms; but at the North of the River eighteen, and twentie 
fathoms, and very good riding for Ships; and a narrow River' 
to the Westward, betweene two IIands. The Lands they told 
us were as pleasant with GI'888e and FlowerR, and goodly Trees, 
as ever they had &eene, and very sweet smells came from them. 
So they went in two leagues and saw an open Sea,' and re
turned; and as they came backe, they were set upon by two 
Canoes, the one having twelve, the other fourteene men. The 
night came on, and it began to rayne, so that their Match went 
out; and they had one man slaine in the fight, which was an 
English-man, named John Colman, with an Arrow shot into bis 
throat, and two more hurt. It grew 80 darke that they could 
not find the ship that night, but labored to and fro on their 
Oares. They had so great a streame, that their grapneU would 
not hold them. 

The seventh, was faire, and by ten of the clocke they re
turned aboord the ship, and brought our dead man with them, 
whom we carryed on Land and buryed, and named the point 
after his name, Colmans Point.' Then we hoysed in our 
Boate, and raised her side with waste boords for defence of 
our men. So we rode still all night, having good regard to our 
Watch. 

The eight, was very fBire weather, wee rode still very 
quietly. The people came aboord us, and brought Tabacco 
and Indian Wheat, to exchange for l{nives and Heades, and 
offered us no violence. So we fitting up our Boate did marke 
them, to see if they would make a.ny shew of the Death 01 our 
man; which they did not. 

The ninth, faire weather. In the morning, two great 
Canoes came aboord fun of men; the one with their Bowes and 
Arrowes, and the other in shew of buying oJ Knives to betray 
us; but we perceived their intent. Wee tooke two of them to 
have kept them, and put red Coates on them, and would not 
Buffer the other to come neere \1S. So they went on Land, and 
two other came aboord in a Canoe: we tooke the one and let the . 
other goe; but hee which wee had taken, got up and leapt 
over-boord. Then we weighed and went off into the channell 
of the River, and ,Anohored there all night . 

. 'The Kill vln Kull. • Upper New York Bay. 
• Apparently Sandy Hook. 

10 



20 ~AnnATIVF.s 01-' NEW NETHERLAND (IIJOt 

The tl:'nth, faire weather, we rode still till twelve of the 
c·I()(~k(!. Then we wt'ighetl and went over, and found it shoald 
all the middle of the ltiver, for wce could finde but two fathol!l8 
and a halfe, and thr('c futholllcs for the space of a league; then 
wee came to three fathomes, and foure fathomes, and so to 
seven fathomeK, and Anchored, and rode all night in soft Oaie 
ground. The bankll iK SUnti. 

The elevl!llth, was f!lire und very hot weather. At one of 
the clockc in till! nfter-noolll', wee weighed and went into the 
River, the winti ILt South ~()\,th-west, little winde. Our 
tlUundingH w('rc~ IIl'VllO, Nixe, fj\·c, Rixe, seven, eight, nine, ten, 
twelvc!, thirb!('II~, ILrad fuurtt'\'IIC fathomes. Then it shoalded 
llgninl.!, 0.",1 ('Il,nlt! to five fllt.hoUles. Then wee Anchored, and 
tlUW thnt it WIl.'I IL \'cry good Harbour for all windes, and rode 
all night. Tlat! pl'Ol'le of the Countrey came aboord of us, 
making shew uf love, and glwe us Tnbacco and Indian Wheat, 
and dl'pnrtcti for that night; but we dunt not trust them. 

Th(~ t\\'l'lfth, very flLire mId hut. In the after-noone at two 
of the clucke wec w(!ighcd, the winde being variable, betweene 
the Nurth :Lnd the Nurth-west. So we turned into the River I 

two leagues nnd An(~hored. This morning at our first rode in 
the River, tlwrc! came eight and twentie Canoes full of men, 
women am' chiltlren to betmy UA: but we saw their intent, and 
suffered none of ttlI'm to cume aboard of us. At twelve of the 
clocke tht'y drpartl'{J. Tht,y brought with them Oysters and 
Beanes, whereof wee bought some. They have great Tabacco 
pipes of yellow Copper, and Puts of Earth to dresse their meate 
in. It floweth Bouth-ca.st by South within. 

The thirteenth, faire wcather, the wind Northerly. At 
seven of the c10cke in the morning, as the Boud came we 
weighed, and tunwd fuure miles into the River. The tide 
being done wee anchored. 'fhen there came foure Canoes 
aboord: but we suffered none of them to come into our ship. 
They bruuJ!:ht gront t!torc of very good Oysters aboord, which 
we Ixmght for triflcH. In the! night I set the variation of the 
Compasse, and found it to be 13 degrees. In the after-noone 
we weighed, anti turned in with the floud, two leagues and a 
halfe further, and anchored nil night, and had five fathoms 

I The Nonla or lIucbon Ri,er. 

. 
.' 

" 

.', 
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soft Ozie ground; and had an high point of Land, which 
shewed out to us, bearing North by East five leagues off us. 

The fourteenth, in the morning being very faire weather, the 
wind South-east, we sayled up the River twelve leagues, and 
had five fathoms, and five fathoms and a quarter lesse; and 
came to a Streight betweene two Points, I and had eight, nine, 
and ten fathoms: and it trended North-eaHt by North, one 
league: and wee had twelve, thirteene, and fourteene fathomes. 
The River is a mile broad: there is very high Land on both 
sides. Then wee went up North-west, 1\ league and an halfe 
deepe water. Then North-east by North five miles; then 
North-west by North two leagues, and anchored. The Land 
grew very high and Mount&inous. The River is full of fish. 

The fifteenth, in the morning was misty, untill the Sunne 
. arose: then it cleered. So wee weighed with the wind at 

South, and ran up into the River twentie leagues, passing by 
high Mountaines.' Wee had a very good depth, as sixe, seven, 
eight, nine, ten, twelve, and thirteene fathoms, and great store 
of Salmons in the River. This morning our two Savages got 
out of a Port and swam away. After we were under sayle, 
they caned to us in scorne. At night we came to other Moun
taines, which lie from the Riven side" There wee found very 
loving peeple, and very old men: where wec were well used. 
Our Boat went to fish, and caught great store of very good 
fish. 

The sixteenth, faire and very hot weather. In the morning 
our Boat went againe to fishing, but could catch but few, by 
reason their Canoes had beene there all night. This morning 
the people came aboord, and brought us cares of Indian Corne, 
and Pompions, and Tabacco: which wee bought for trifles. 
Wee rode still all day, and filled fresh water; at night wee 
weighed and went two leagues higher, and had shoald water:· 
so wee anchored till day. . 

The seventeenth, faire Sun-shining weather, and very hot. 
In the morning, as soone as the Sun was up, we set sayle, and 
ran up sixe leagues higher, and found shoalds in the middle of 
the channell, and small Ilands, but sev,en fathoms water on 

I stony Point and Verp\aDck'a Point. Apparently HudlOll anchored this 
Blaht near Weat Point. t The upper Highlands. 

• The Catakilli. • Probably near Hudson and Atbena. 
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22 NAIlHATln:s 01" NEW NETHERLAND (loot 

hoth Micle~. Tmvarcl night we borrowed so neere the shoare, 
thut we ~roUJldt~cl: !III we hLY('cl out our 8mall anchor and 
heav(~d ulT a~aille. Then we borrowed on the banke i~ the 
dlannl'IJ, and cllrne It~round aw,ine; while the ftoud ran we 
heaved ofT Ilguint·, n/IClllnchurc~cl all night. 

Tim eightc..'cllth, in the morning was faire weather and we 
rodf~ Rti/J. Inti It! aftc~r-II()Olle our MIll .. ten Mate weni on land 
\~ith an ~)Id Ha\'agc, a Governour of the Countrey; who carried 
hUll to.IIIR h()u~', llucllllllcle him good cheere. The nineteenth, 
waR fmrc llud hot wC'Ilther: Ilt tilt! Ooud -being neere eleven of 
the c1uck(', W('C! \wighc·tI, and mil highe; up two leagues above 
the H/Jo!lldfol, !lnd had no Ic·!'I.'«! water then five fathoms' wee 
IllldIUI'C'd, lUll I rude ill eight futhomcs. The people of the 
C:)unt~ie calll~ lIoc.kill~ "boord, an~1 brought us Grapes and 
I omplOns, willdl we(~ ,hought for trlflcs. And many brought 
us llev('1'S skinnf'foI, lUltl Otten! Hkillncs, which wee bought for 
BeadeR, I\niveR, and Ilatclwts. So we rode there all night.· 

The twc'lIti('th, in the morning was faire weather. Our 
MasterH ~JHtt· with f(lure mell more went up with our Boat to 
sound the Hiver, and found two leagues above us but two 
fathomes wuh-r, ~nd the channell very narrow; and above that 
place, ~('v('n or eight (nthOmt·R. Toward night they returned: 
and w(! rode l'ItiIJ all night. The one and twentieth was (aire 
wt'sther, allll the \Viml nil Huuthcrly: we determined yet once 
more tu gO(~ fartllt'r up into tho River to trie what depth and 
breadth it did bc.·ure; but fIlurh J}('opJ~ resorted aboord 80 wee 
went not thi:-l dllY. Our CIlI'pllntl'l' went on lund, and ~ade a 
(ore-yard, And our l\futltcr and his Mate determined to trie 
HOme of ,th~ chide men of the Countrey, whether they hod any 
t~cucherle 1/1 them. &» th(~y touke them downe into the Cab
bill, nnd gll\"e, th(!m flO much Wine und Aqua vit«, that they 
Wt~re aU lIIerJ'I(~: and one uf them bad his wife with him 
which Bllte so moclefttly, n.q any of our countrey women would 
doe in n ~trnnge pinel', J II the cnd one of them was drunke 
which hnd L('elle abourd of our ship aU the time that we had 
beenc thert!: nnd thut wns stru.nge to them' for they could not 
teU how tu tuke it. The Cannes and (olke'went all on shoare: 
but some of them came ngaine, and brought stropes of Beades: 

• Nt'ar tilt' I'r"!M'nt Sill' or Albany, M,·tenon, it will have been observed 
lDt'rlCionll 42° 40' Mrt", ,,-hii'll is almollt eUNl, the latitude 01 Alban" • 
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some had sixe, Beven, eight, nine, ten; and gave him. So he 
slept all night quietly. 

The two and twentieth, was faire weather: in the morning 
our Muten Mate and foure more of the companie went up with 
our Boat to sound tho River higher up. The people of the 
Countrey came not aboord till Doone: but when they came, 
and saw the Savages well, they were glad. So at three of the 
clocke in the after-noone they came aboord, and brought Ta
bacco and more Beades, and gave them to our Muter, and 
made' an Oration, and shewed him all the Countrey round 
about. Then they Bent ono of their companie on land, !lho 
presently returned and brought a great Platter full of VeDl80n 
dressed by thema:,lvcs; and they caused him to cate with 
them: then they made him reverence, and departed all eave 
the old man that lay aboord. This night at ten of the clocke, 
our Boat returned in a showre of raine from sounding of thfl 
River' and found it to bee at an cnd for shipping to goa in. 
For they had beene up eight or nine leagues,· and found but 
seven foot water, and unconatant soundings. • . 

The three and twentieth, faire weather. At twelve of the 
clocke wee weighed, and went downe two leagues to a ahoald 
that had two channels, one on the one side, and another on t~e 
other and had little wind, whereby the tide layed us upon It. 
So there wee sate on ground the space of an houre till the 
flo~d came. Then)Vc had a little gale of wind at the West. 
So wee got our ship into deepe water, and rode all night very 
well. 

The foure and twentieth was faire weather: the winde at the 
North-west, wee weighed, and went-downc tho River Beven or 
eight leagues; and at halfe ebbe wee came on ground. on a 
banke of Oze in the middlo o( the river, and sate there till the 
ftoud. Then wee went on Land, and gathered ~ store of 
Chest-nuts. At ten of the clocke wee came off IOto deepe 
water, and anchored. . -. 

The five and twentieth was falre weather, and the wmd at 
South a stift'e gale. We rode still, and went on Land' to walke 
on the West side of the River, and found good ground for 
Come and other Garden herbs, with great store of goodly 

• Perhaps .bcwe the mouth of the Mobawk. 
• Near Atheu, .p .... d,. 
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The t('nth, faire weatiwr, we rode still till twelve of the 
. 4'hH~k(!. Theil we wt'ighetl and went over, and found it shoald 
all the middle of the Hiver, for wee could finde but two fathol!l8 
and a halfe, and thr<'c (t,tholUcli for the space of a league; then 
wee calm.' tu three (athomes, and foure fathomes, and 80 to 
seven (athomes, antl Anchured, and rode all night in 80ft Otie 
ground, The bankt! ill Hanti. 

The elevl~nth, was fnire urlll very hot weather. At one of 
the c10cke in tilt! ILfrer-Houm', wee weighed and went into the 
River, the wind nt South Huuth-west, little winde. Our 
NOumliugH Wt~r4l tIt'ven, Nixe, fi\'c, sixe, seven, eight, nine, ten, 
twelvl~, titirtt!('lIfl , ILIlt! fuurtl't'lIC fat homes. Then it shoalded 
llgl\int.!, nlHl ('IL.IU(! to five fut.homes. Then wee Anchored, and 
tlUW thlLt it WI~" IL vcry good J larbour for all windes, and rode 
all night. TIlt! pl'Ol'lt! uf the Countrey came aboord of us, 
making shew uf luve, and glwe U8 Tnbacco nnd Indian Wheat, 
and depnrted for that night; but we dunt not trust them. 

Th(! tWI·lfth, very fuire lUlll hot. In the after-noonc at two 
of the clocke w('c wdghed, the winde being variable, betweene 
the Nurth 1L1lt! the North-weNt. So we turned into the River' 
two leagues nnd AIl(~hored. This morning at our first rode in 
the River, then! callie eight and twentie Canoes full of men, 
women and children to betmy us: but we saw their intent, and 
suffered none uf th(Om to cume aboord of us. At twelve of the 
clocke tb<,y tlt·part(·(l. Thlly brought with them Oysten and 
Beanes, whereof Wt~ bought I:IOrne. They have great Tabacco 
pipes of yellow Cupper, and Pllts of Earth to dresse their meate 
in. It fiowcth South-east by South within. 

The thirteenth, (aire weather, the wind Northerly. At 
seven of the clucke in the morning, as the Boud came we 
weighed, and tunlCd foure miles into the River. The tide 
being done wee anchored. Then there came foure Canoes 
ILboord: but we suffered nunc of them to corne into our ship. 
They broul{ht grclLt tltUn! of very good Oysters aboord, which 
we bought for tritleH. In thl! night I set the variation of the 
Compasse, and found it to be 13 degrees. In the after-noone 
we weighed, and turned in with the floud, two leagues and a 
halfe further, and anchored 1\11 night, and had five fathoms 

• The North or Hudaon Ri,er. 
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80ft Olie ground; and had an high point of Land, which 
shewed out to us, bearing North by East five leagues oft' us . 

The fourteenth, in the morning being very faire weather, the 
wind South-east, we sayled up the River twelve leagues, and 
bad five fathoms, and five fathoms and a quarter lesse; and 
came to a Streight betweene two Points,· and had eight, nine, 
and ten fathoms: and it trended North-ea.Ht by North, one 
league: and wee had twelve, thinecne, and fourteene (athomes. 
The River is a mile broad: there is very high Land on both 
sides. Then wee went up North-west, a lengue and an halfe 
deepe water. Then North-east by North five miles; then 
North-west by North two leagues, and anchored. The Land 
grew very high and Mountc.inous. The River is full of fish. 

The fifteenth, in the morning was misty, un till the Sunne 
. arose: then it cleered. So wee weighed with the wind at 

South, and ran up into the River twentie leagues, passing by 
high Mountaines.' Wee had a very good depth, as sixe, seven, 
eight, nine, ten, twelve, and thirteene fathoms, and great store 
of Salmons in the River. This morning our two Savages got 
out of a Port and swam away. After we were under sayle, 
they called to us in scorne. At night we carne to other Moun
taines, which lie from the Riven side.' There wee found very 
loving peeple, and very old men: where wee were well used. 
OUf Boat went to fish, and caught grent store of very good 
fish. 

The sixteenth, faire and very hot weather. In the morning 
our Boat went againe to fishing, but could catch but few, by 
reaaon their Canoes had beene there all night. This morning 
the people came aboord, and brought us eares of Indian Corne, 
and Pompions, and Tabacco: which wee bought for trifles. 
Wee rode still all day, and filled fresh water; at night wee 
weighed and went two leagues higher, and had shoald water:· 
80 wee anchored till day. . 

The seventeenth, faire Sun-ehining weather, and very hot. 
In the morning, as eoone as the Sun was up, we set sayle, and 
ran up sixe leagues higher, and found shoalds in the middle of 
the channell, and small Ilands, but sev~n fathoms water on 

' Ston1 Pomt and Verpluck'. Point, AppuenllJ Hudson anchored this 
night near Weet Point. I The upper Highlands. 

• The Catlkilla. • Probably near Hudson and Athen •• 
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hoth Mittel'!. Towarel flight wc borrowed so necre the shoare, 
thllt we ~roundecl: ~o we It'Y('11 out our small anchor and 
heav(~cI ulT n~aille. Thcn we burrowed on the banke i~ the 
dULnnl'll, and l'lune It~mllnd a~"ine; while the floud ran we 
heaved oft IIgnillt', ILlld IUlchur(~cI all night. 

Tho eightcellth, in the murning was (&ire weather and we 
rod.! Ntill. I n tIll! after-lloone uur Musters Mate weni on land 
\~ith an ~lld SU\'llgC, a novernour o( the Countrey; who carried 
hlln to.IIIR bOll~', awfullufe him good cheere. The nineteenth, 
waR fmre lUltl hot wI'lItller: Ilt tIl(! fJond, 'being neere eleven o( 
the cluck .. , Wt'l! w('ighl''', and rlLIl higher up two leagues above 
the HhoIlJIIl-l, nntl hael no JI'i(."I(! water then five (athoms' wee 
Rul'iaurl·.J, IUItI rotle in eight fnthomes. The people of the 
~ount~ie C:tlll~ flo~killg abuortl, and brought U8 Grape8 and 
lomplOns, whwh wee .bought (ur trilles. And many brought 
us Jjev('~ s~illn~l'!, lUltl Ott(~rs Hkinnes, which wee bought (or 
BeatleR, 1\llJv('R, anti Hatchetl'!. So we rode there aU night.-

The hVI'nti('th, in the morning was taire weather. Our 
Master!! ~llItl' with (ulire men more went up with our Boat to 
sound the Hiver, and found two leagues above us but two 
fathom('s wntl'r, and the challlwU very narrow; and above that 
place, ~('V('n ur eight fntholnl·H. Toward night they returned: 
and we ruti(' NtilJ allllight. The one and twentieth was t&ire 
weatli('r, alltl tll(' willd nil Southerly: we determined yet once 
more to goe furthl'r III' into tll(l River, to trie what depth and 
breadth it did lJt'ure; but lIIlIl'h p{'ople resorted aboord 80 wee 
wellt IIlIt thi:ol day. Our CIlJ'pent('r' went on land, and ~ade a 
(ore-yard, And our MI\Stcr nnd his Mate determined to trie 
Horne or .th~ chide men of tile COUll trey, whether they had any 
treucherrc III them. & th(~y tuokc them downe into the Cab
hin, anti glL\'(~. thmn so mll~h Wine and Aqua vita, thnt they 
were nil rul'rJ'I(~: and one uf them bad his wife with him 
which slIte so rnodelltly, lLA /lny of our countrey women would 
doe in II. Ntmngc plne(', JII the end one o( them was drunke 
which hntl L('ellc abu(lrtl of our ship all the time that we had 
bt>enc ther(~: nnd that was strllllge to them' for they could not 
tell how tu takc it. The Canfms and folke'went all on shoare: 
but some of them carne ngainc, and brought stropes of Beades: 

I Nt'ar lilt' I'rl'Nf'nt aile' ul Albany. AI"leren, it will have been observed, 
1Dt-lItiun" 42° 40' norlh, "'hie-II ill almust ellaNl, the latitude 01 Alban1. 
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some had sixe, seven, eight, nine, ten; and gave him. So he 
slept all night quietly. , • . 

The two and twentieth, was falre weather: In the mommg 
our Masters Mate and foure more of the campanie went up with 
our Boat to sound tho River higher up. The people of the 
Countrey came not aboord till noone: but when they came, 
and saw the Savages well, they were glad. So at three of the 
clocke in the after-noone they came aboord, and brought Ta
bacoo and more Beades, and gave them to our Master, and 
made' an Oration and shewed him all the Countrey round 
about. Then they sent ono of their companie on land, !lho 
presently returned and brought a great Platter (ull of VenlBOn 
dressed by thema:,lves; and they caused him to catc with 
them: then they made him reverence, and departed all eave 
the old man that lay aboord. This night at ten of the cloeke, 
our Boat returned in a abowre of raine from BOunding of the 
River' and found it to bee at an end (or shipping to goe in. 
For they had beene up eight or nine leagues, I and found but 
&even foot water, and uneonstant soundings. • . 

The three and twentieth, (&ire weather. At twelve of the 
clocke wee weighed, and went downe two leagues to a Moald 
that had two channels, one on the one side, and another on t~e 
other and bad little wind, whereby the tide layed us upon It. 
So there wee sate on ground the space of an houre till the 
fto~d came. Then fie had a little gale of wind at t.he West. 
So wee got our ship into deepe water, and rode all Dlght very 
well. . h 

The foure and twentieth was faire weather: the wlDde at t e 
North-west, wee weighed, and went-downe the Hiver seven or 
eight leagues; and at halfc ebbe wee came on groun~ on a 
banke of Oze in the middlo of the river, and sate there till the 
floud. Then wee went on Land, and gathered ~ store of 
Chest-nuts. At ten of the clocke wee came off IOto deepe 
water, and anchored. . '. 

The five and twentieth was falre weather, and the wmd at 
South a stifi'e gale. We rode 8till, and went on Land a to walke 
on the West side of the River, and found good ground for 
(Arne and other Garden herbs, with great store of goodly 

• Perhaps abcml the mouth of the Mohawk. 
• Near Athena, appaNDdy. 
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OAkes, and Wal-nut trees, and Chest-nut trees Ewe trees and 
tn>ca of sweet wood in great abundance, and great ato~ of 
Slate for houl'l('s, and other good stones. 

The sixe and twentieth was faire weather, and the wind at 
South n stifTe ~nle, wee rode still. In the morning our Carpen
ter went on !.nnd, with our Masters Mate, and foure more of our 
compani(', to cut wood. This morning, two Canoes came up 
the River from the place where we first found loving people 
and in one of them was the olll man that had Iyen aboord 0; 
us ~t th(~ other place. I Ie brought another old man with him, 
which bro\l~ht more strnpes of Jieades. and gave them to our 
~astt'r, and ~hcwed him all the C()untrey there about, as though 
It, w('rt: I,t IIIIi command. So he made the two old men dine 
With lum, mill tho old umns wife; for they brought two old 
WIIUlf'n, and twu youn~ maitll:ns of the age of sixteene or 
flt\Vtmt.('('llc Yf'('I'(!R with them, who behaved themselves very 
m(ldc~tly, Our Ma."t.\!r ~u.ve one of the old men a Knife and 
th('y gave him :mcl us'l'llbncco. And at one of the clocke'they 
departed d()wllc the River, making tlignes that wee should come 
downe to them; for wee were within two leagues of the place 
where they dwelt, 

The BCve~ nnd twentieth, in the morning was f&ire weather, 
but much wlIlll a~ the north, we weighed and set our fore top
Rayle, :md our ship would not flat, but ran on the Qlie banke 
at halfe ebbe. Wee layed out anchor to heave her off but 
could not. 80 wC'c sate from hl\Jfc ebbe to halfe Ooud:'then 
Wf'f' sd our forc-sayle and mayne top-sayl and got downe aixe 
lellgueR. The old man (!:~me aboord, anl would have had UB 

a~chur, nnd goe 011 Land to eate with him: but the wind being 
falre, wc wuuld not yeel«1 to his request; So bee left UB, being 
very sorrowfull for our departure. At five of the clocke in the 
aftl'r-nOOIlp., the wind clLme to the South South-west. So wee 
made a boord or two, and anchored in fourteen8 (athomes 
w~tcr, Then our Boat went on shoare to fish right against the 
ship. Our ~tasters Mate and Boat-8waine, and three more of 
the comp,ame went on land to fish, but could not finde a good 
place, 1 hey tn~ke toure or five and twentie Mullets, Breames, 
Base~, a.nd Barblls; and returned in an houre. We rode still 
all mght. 

The eight and twentieth, being faire weather, as 800ne as the 
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day W88 light, wee weighed at halfe ebbe, and turned downe 
two leagues belowe water; for, the streame doth runne the Jut 
quarter ebbe: then we anchored tin high water. At three of 
the clocke in the after-noone we weighed, and turned dOWDe 
three l~es, untill it W88 darke: then wee anchored. 

The lllDe and twentieth w .. drie elOlle weather: the wind at 
South, a.nd South and by West, we weighed early in the morn
ing, and turned downe three leagues by a lowe water, and an
chored at the lower end of the long Reach;1 for it is lise 
leagues long. Then there came certaine Indians in a Canoe to 
us, but would not come aboord. After dinner there came the 
Canoe with other men, whereof three came aboord U8. They 
brought Indian Wheat, which wee bought for trifles. At three 
of the clocke in the after-noone wee weighed, 8.8 800ne 8.8 the 
ebbe came, and turned downe to the edge of the Mountaines, 
or the Northermost of the Mountaines, and anchored: because 
the high Land hath many Points, and a na.rrow channell, and 
hath many eddie winds. So we rode quietly all night in Beven 
fathoms water. 

The thirtieth was f&ire weather, and the wind at South
east a stitle gale betwene the Mountaynes. We rode still the 
after-noone.' The people of the Countrey CILme aboard us, and 
brought some small skinnee with them, which we bought for 
Knivell a.nd Trifles. This a very pleasant place to build a 
towne on. The Road is very neere, and very good for all 
winds, 8&vean East North-east wind. The Mountaynes looke 
ae if some Metall or Minerall were in them. For the Trees that 
grow on them were all blasted, and some of them barren with 
few or no Trees on them. The people brought a stone aboord 
like to Emery (a atone used by Glasiers to cut Glaeee) it 
would &It Iron or Steele: yet being bruised small, and water 
put to it, it made a colour like blacke Lead glistering: It is 
also good for Painters «l>lours. At three of the clocke they 
departed, and we rode still all night. 

The first of October, f&ire weather, the wind variable be
tweene the West and the North. In the morning we weighed 
at seven of the clocke with the ebbe, and got downe below the 
Mountaynes, which was seven leagues. Then it fell calme and 

, Near Newb1UJh. 
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the ftoud wa.q (~ome, and wee anchored at twelve oC the clocke.' 
The people flf the l\founlILyne8 came aboord us, wondering at 
our ship IUItI weapuns. We buught eorne small skinnes of 
them for TrifleI'!. This nfter-noune, one Canoe kept banging 
unller our l'lemc with Olll! rnan in it, which we could not keepe 
from then('(~, who got up by our Rudder to the Cabin window, 
and stole out my Pillow, and two Shirts, and two Bandeleeres. 
Our Masters MlLte Hhot at him, and strooke him on the brest, 
nnd killed him. Whereupon all the rest tied away, 80me in 
their Canoes, nnd so leapt out or them into the water. We 
munned our Bont, nncl got our things &gaine. Then one oC 
tllI'OI thnt HW:IfIllIlC ~I)t hoM of our Uont, thinking to overthrow 
it. But lIur Cl)I)kc~ 1.lluke " Hwurcl, nnel cut ulT one oC his hands, 
nnd he WI'"~ drll\vn(~d. By thiH time the cbbe was come, and 
we weigh('d and got downc two leagues, by that time it was 
darke. &> we nnehorcd in Coure (athomea water, and rode 
well. 

The second, (aire weather. At breake of day wee weighed, 
the wind being nt North-west, and got downe seven leagues; 
then the floud wu.s come strong, 80 we anchored. Then came 
one of the &v~eM that Rwammc away from us at our going up 
the River with numy other, thinking to betray us. But wee 
perceived their ifltc~llt, ancl suffered none of t.hem to enter our 
ship. Whereupon two Canoes full of men, with their Bowes 
and Arrowcl-I shot at us after our tltcrnc: in rcoompcnce whereof 
we clischur~('d sixe J\lUSk('tFl, awl killed two or three of them. 
Then abovc an hundred or thelll l~"mc to a point of Land to 
"hoot at us. There I shot a "'"lcol1 I at them, and killed 
two of them: whereupon the n~l'!t fled into the Woods. Yet 
they manned off anuthf!r Canoe with ninc ot ten men, which 
came to mcd Wi. So I shot at it also a Falcon, and shot it 
through, Ilwl killed one of them. Then our men with their 
MusketlJ killed three or (oure mure o( them. So they went 
their way, within a while after, wee got downe two leagues 
beyond that place, and anchorell in a Bay, cleere from all dan
ger of them on tIle other side of the River, where we saw a very 
good piece of ground: and hard by it there was a Cliffe, that 
looked of the colour or a white greene, as though it. were either 

• N~ar Stony Point. • A .mall piece of onIDaDce. 
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Copper, or Silver myne: and I thinke it to be one of them, by 
the Trees that grow upon it. For they be all burned, and the 
other places are greene &8 graase, it is on that side of the 
River that is called Manna-h0t4. Thero we saw no people to 
trouble us: and rode quietly all night: but had much wind and 
raine.' 

The third, was very stormie; the wind at East North-east. 
In the moming, in a gust or wiDd and raine, our Anchor .came 
home, and we drove on ground, but it Wl\8 Ozie. Then as we 
were about to have out an Anchor, the wind came to the North 
North-west, and drove us off againe. Then we shot an Anchor, 
and let it fall in foure Cathomes water, and weighed the other. 
Wee had much wind and raine, with thicke weather: 80 we 
roade still all night. • . 

The fourth, was (a.ireweather, and the wind at North North
west, wee weighed a.nd ca.me out of the River, into whieh we 
had mnne 80 farre. Within a while after, wee came out also of 
the great mouth of the great River, that runneth up to the 
North-west, borrowing upon the Norther side oC the same, 
thinking to have deepe water: Cor wee had 80unded a great way 
with our Boat at our first going in, and found seven, six, and 
five fathomes. So we came out that way, but we were de
ceived, for we had but eight foot and an halfe water: and 80 to 
three, five, three, and two (athomes and an halfe. And then 
three, foure, five, sixe, seven, eight, nine and ten fathomes. 
And by twelve of the clocke we were cleere of all the Inlet. 
ThEm we tooke in our Boat, and set our mayne-sayJe and sprit
sayle, and our top-sayles, and steered away East South-east, 
and South,eaat by East off into the mayne sea: and the Land 
on the Souther side of the Bay or Inlet, did beare at noone West 
and by South (oure leagues from us. 

The lift, was faire weather, and the wind variable betweene 
the North and the East. Wee held on our COUI'RC South-east by 

I It ia plaia that th_ eventl of October 2 took place nellr the upper part of 
Manhattan 1.land, but to dbtribute them between east and w~st shore is not easy. 
It would appear from what precedes that the attack wu by the west-shore .vaps, 
and that the aneborar which WII eholen for alety from them wal on the east 
lide. and the application of the name Manna-hata in the early writen _01, 
aowiee 10 val)'. But if 10, how should an E.N.E. wind blow the Hall J/oma 
ashore, and a N.N.W. wind drive her off. as related in the next paragn.ph? ABel 
&be cliff aQlWering the deacription _01, to be in Hoboken. 
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East. At noone I observed and found our height to bee 39 
degrees, 30 minutes. Our ChmpMBe varied sixe degrees to the 
West. 

We continued our ooune toward England, without seeing 
any Land by the way, all the rest of this moneth of October: I 
And on the seventh day of November, atilo novo, being Satur
day: by the Grace of God we safely arrived in the Range of 
Dartmouth in Dovenshire, in the yeere 1609. 

I Juet -11 nothing of th~ mutinous dialensiona which MetereD meDtioDI 
and which brought the expedition to a close. Juet himlelf may have had a 
dilCftditable part in them. Hi. part in the mutiny of 1610 hu been meiltioDed 
in the iDtroduction. The Hoi, Moora retumed to Amsterdam iD July. 1610. and 
the next apring ailed with other Yellela of the company to the East Indiee. In 
16lfl abe .... at the iaIand of Sumatra. but her subsequent hi.for)' iI unknown. 

-.. 
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Lesson 2: 

Objectives 

]. Students will gain 
understanding of the 
first settlers' 
background. 

2. Students wiH gain 
understanding of the 
process of colonizing 
land in another part 
of the world. 

3. Students will realize 
that New Netherland 
primary sources have 
to be transcribed and 
translated before they 
can be read and 
understood by people 
who are unfamiliar 
with 17th-century 
Dutch; that in reality 
these primary sources 
are interpretations. 

Activities 

1. Distribute the instructions for Willem Verhulst. Point out 
the 17th-century hand writing and have the students 
identify some of the letters. Page 17 is a copy of the 
original hand writing of which the transcription and 
translation are on page 18. 

2. Introduce the word "Colony". Discuss the meaning of the 
word. In the discussion include an explanation of West 
India Company; Indian (in texts sometimes called 
savages, natives); patroonship. 

3. Group work: have students read and analyze the 
Instructions for Willem Verhulst. They complete the 
following assignments: 

a. Describe the major things Verhulst was instructed to 
do. 

b. How was he supposed to deal with the Indians? 

c. How was he supposed to deal with other Europeans? 

d. These instructions are abstracted from a larger list. If 
they, however, would be limited to the~e, would you 
add or omit matters in these instructions? If you 
would change the instructions, how would you write 
them? 

Resources 

1. A. J. F. van Laer (tr.), 
Documents Relating to New 
Netherland, /624-1626, in the 
Henry E. Huntington Library. 
San Marino, Calif.; Henry E. 
Huntington Library and Art 
Gallery Press, 1924, p. C 1-D 17. 

2. Recommended: extra 
infonnation about the 17th
century Dutch hand writing and 
the process of translating these 
documents can be found in the 
4th grade Curriculum Packet; 
Using Primary Documents in 
Social Studies Teaching, New 
Netherland Project (New 
Netherland Publishing, Albany), 
Unit I, lesson 5 and in From the 
Old World to the New, using 
Primary Sources in the 7th 
grade classroom, New 
Netherland Project (New 
Netherland Publishing, Albany), 
82-84. 
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InstruCl:ions for Willem Verhulst 

InstruCtie voor Willem van Hulst, commis op de voyagie naer Nieuw-Neder
lant ende by provisie dired:eur van de coloniers die reede daer te lande syn 

ende noch ghebracht sullen worden totdat de Comp~ andere 
gouvernement daer sal ghelieven te stellen. 

VUOREERST soo sal hy sorghe draghen dat den Godesdienst op syne be
hoorlycke tyden soo binnen scheepsboort als te lande sal worden ghepleecht 
ende den Sieckentrooster Sebastiaen Janssz Crol in syn bedieninghe hanthaven 
in conformite van d'authorisatie ende instruClie door den Kerckenraet hem ge
geven, ende denselven in behoorlyck respetl main tenere[ n ] ende toesien dat 
de ghemeente aldaer in de bedieninghe van den H. Doop ende leesen van ser
moenen, gebeden, sieckentroosten behoorlyeken by denselven werden gedient, 
ende de Indianen te onderreehten van de Christelyeke religie uyt Godes 1!. 
W oort; oock te beletten alIe affgoderye, opdat den name Godts ende onses 
Heere ende Salichmaeeker Jesu Christi daerdoor by niemant ghelastert ende 
des Heeren Sabbath niet gevioleert en werde, datter door het exempel van godt
zalicheyt ende uyterlyeke tueht der Christenen de heydenen te meerder tot 
soodanighe kennisse moghen worden ghebrocht: 

Instruaions for Willem van Hulst, supercargo on the voyage to New Nether
land and provisionally direaor of the colonists who are already in that coun

try and are still to be transported thither, until the Company shall 
be pleased to establish another government there.! 

FIRST, he shan take ~re that divine'service be held at the proper times 
both on board ship and on land, enable the comforter of the sick, Sebastiaea 
Janssz Crol,' to perform his duties in.conformity with the authorization and 
instruCtions given him by the Consistory,S maintain him in proper respeBt. 
and see that the community there is properly served by him in the ministra
tion of holy baptism, in reading sermons, [offering] prayers, and in ~ting 
the sick, and that the Indians be instrutled in the Christian religio~ out of 
God's Holy Word. He shall also prevent all idolatry, in order that the name 
of God and of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ be not blasphemed therein 
by anyone and the Lord's Sabbath be not violated, but that by the example 
of godliness and outward discipline on the part of the Christians the heathea 
may the sooner be brought to a knowledge of the same. 



With regard to the farmers to be sent thither in the service of the Company 
with the cattle and the implements belonging to the Company, under special 
contratl:s made or still to be made with them, special instruCtions will be sent 
with them, -of which upon their arrival they are to give a copy to the Com
missary and his Council, in order that they may keep a record thereof and 
cause the contents thereof to be executed and observed. 

Whereas by this and the following ships divers trees, vines, and all sorts of seeds 
are being sent over, he shall take care that the same be planted and sown in 
their proper season on the lands that are cultivated for the Company, distribut
ing some at his discretion to the colonists and charging them to their account, 
and of each sort of fruit h~ shall succeSsively send us samples. 

He shall endeavor to increase the trade in skins and other articles that are 
obtained in the country. and at the place of trading 
with the Indians have a cabin ered:ed so that the goods may be stored therein, 
and at a suitable time he shall send one or· more sloops thither to carry on trade, 
taking for that purpose such persons as are most competent and as are able to 
write, in order that they keep a record thereof. He shall not neglect to send 
as a sample some deerskins and other skins that are prepared by the Indians, 
also such things as the Indians make of them according to their ingenuity._ 

He shall give the colonists and other free persons full permission to trade in 
the interior and to catch the animals with the skins, but they must deliver up 
:he said skins and goods to the Company at the price for which we obtain 
:hem at the trading-place from the Indians, and he shall not permit them, by 
;elling the skins [ to others], to make the Company pay a higher price for 
:hem. 

He shall also see that no one do the Indi~ any harm or violence, deceive, 
mock, or contemn them in any way, but that in addition to good treatment 
they be shown honesty, faithfulness, and sincerity in all contraCls, dealings, 
and intercourse, without being deceived by shortage of measure, weight. or 
I.n~ber, and that throughout friendly relations with them be maintained. 

He shall see that all misunderstandings and disputes among the Christians be 
lettled by proper means, and if anyone show an unruly, wanton, or disobe
dient spirit, without being willing to listen to admonition, he shall have such 
person again 



He shall also see that no one do the Indians any harm or violence, deceive, 
mock or contemn them in any way, but that in addition to good treatment 
they be shown honesty, faithfulness, and sincerity in all contraCts, d~alings, 
and intercourse, without being deceived by shortage of measure, weIght. or 
number, and that throughout friendly relations with them be maintained. 

In case any Indians should be living on the aforesaid island 
or make any claim upon it, or upon any other places that are of use to us, 
they must not be driven away by force or threats, but by good words be per
suaded to leave, or be given something therefor to their satisfaction, or else 
be allowed to live among us, a contrad being made thereof and signed by 
them in their manner, since such contrads upon other occasions may be very 
useful to the Company. . 

And for the better security of the trade and the exclusion of foreign nations, 
he is to consider whether it would DOt be praClicable so to contrad with the 
natives of the country in various distrids as would make them promise us to 
trade with no one but those of the Company, provided that we on our part 
should bind ourselves to take all the skins which they could bring us upon 
such terms as would be considered reasonable, or at such price as we have 
hitherto bought them. 

And whereas those tribes are very quarrelsome among themselves, suspicious 
and vindidive. he shall be very careful not 
lightly to embroil himself in their quarrels or wars, or to take sides, but to 
remain neutral and to pacify and reconcile the respeltive parties by the most 
suitable means. 

He shall by small presents seek to draw the Indians to our service, in order to 
learn from them the secrets of that region and the condition of the interior, 
but not feed them in idleness or give in too much to their wanton demands. 

He shall also as far as feasible avoid getting into any dispute with the French 
or English, and especially avoid all ads of violence, unless he be obliged to 
defend himself and those who are committed to his charge against op~n 
aggression. 

But if any persons belonging to a foreign nation come there, he shall take 
away their commission, 
or at least procure a copy thereof hearing their signatures, and send it to us, 
keeping copies there, and if they attempt to trade with the Indians, he shall 
spoil the market for them by [outbidding them]. 

o 
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Lesson 3: 

Objectives 

1. Students will describe 
early encounters 
between Indians and first 
Dutch settlers. 

2. Students wi11 identify 
with Indial)s and early 
Dutch settlers. 

3. Students wiJ] realize and 
recognize the process of 
translating 17th-century 
Dutch primary sources. 

4. Students wi 11 be able to 
distinguish between 
objective and subjective 
information. 

I. 

Activities 

In groups, have students read and analyze two texts, about 
which they later report in class (texts can be divided in 
short fragments): 

A. Letter (~f Rev. }ona,\' Michllelius to Rev. Smoutius. 
AU!(lIst II. 162H. 

a. Describe the steps 17th-century Dutch documents 
go through before they can be understood by 
someone unfamiliar with that language. 

b. Read the text and write down what Jonas 
MichaeJius thought about the Natives. What does 
he say about the Indians regarding religion and 
language? What does Michaelius consider his duty 
toward the Indians? 

d. Michaelius was a minister; do you find indications 
for this in the way he writes? Where? 

e. If you were a minister sent to an unknown part of 
the world, what would be your major points of 
concern? 

f. How would the Indians have felt about this 
minister and his "new" religion? 

(continued on next page) 

Resources 

I. Corwin, E. T. , ed. 
Ecclesiastical 
Records of the State 
of New York., 7 
vols.; vol. I: 56-61. 

2. Jameson, Franklin 
E., ed., Narratives 
of New Netherland 
1609- 1664 (New 
York, Barnes and 
Noble, 1937): 172-
180. 

3. Gehring, Charles 
T., trans., 
deposition 
Slichtenhorst, Nieu 
Nederlanse 
Marcurius, volume 
6, No.3, Sept. 
1990. 
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Lesson 3 (continued) 

Objectives Activities 

B. A short Account (~f the Mohawk Indians, by Reverend 
Johannes Megapolensis, Jr., 1644. 

a. Read the text. 

b. List the descriptions the Reverend Megapolensis 
gives about the Indians (think of language, 
character, looks, clothing, food, family life, kinds 
of work, housing, religion, health, government, 
society, morals). 

c. On p. Megapolensis says that the Indians are very 
stupid. Why does he· say that? Is his judgment very 
trustworthy? Explain. 

4. In this text you learn about the Indians through 
Megapolensis' eyes. Can you reverse this and look at 
Megapolensis and his fellow countrymen through the 
eyes of an Indian? How would they have described 
this minister? 

(continued on next page) 

Resources 

UNIT I: NATIVES AND INVADERS 
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Lesson 3 (continued) 

Objectives Activities 

C. Van Slichtenhorst's deposition, @ 1652 

a. Who was Van SJichtenhorst? 

b. Why were the fieJd commanders of the Maquaes in 
the patroon's house (where Slichtenhorst Jived)? 

c. Describe the Indians' behavior. What was their 
reason for this? 

d. Reading the introductory Jines to this document, 
how objective do you think this report is? Explain 
your answer. 

e. Describe this situation through the eyes of one of 
the Indians. 

2. Discuss and compare the findings with the cJass. List some 
of the outcomes and discuss whether they are objective or 
subjective. 

Resources 

UNIT I: NATIVES AND INVADERS 
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THE NATIVJl:8. 

Wat IIl'n,net lIe no tie fleeee 
1,lInd .. , IUe "11111 I('k IlIn,,('h wlhl 
ellllll WOI'Ht, \"r(!4!lIItl \'011 aile horrer· 
IIJt'ke 1te\II('lieyd, Jlle ollbeleert ende 
hilt 11111 tuynNlllkl'll, III aile boo
IheTll ende ,odloolhcyd ,ellJck 1111 

,e.'rooIOVl'ert, verllulvelde Olf'n
I('bco, die olemnnll nnllerl din deo 
()uyvel dlenell, \\'f'III'nde dIe Gel'lt. 
dlell IIJ op hure 8prnke Menetto 
ooelUen: RellJek 81J wede ouder 
dlen tltl'l begrlJIH!D lllIea wat 
lubtyl I!nde Rel'lltleh la eode beyde 
men Nl'hellJck verllllft ende cracb
teo te bovl!u .uet. 81J ,IIeo met 
... elc tooYerlJen. waersegglo,en. 
beaweerln'f'n eode aooode conaten 
om. 100 datae blJua 10 genl,e 
baodeu otte aloteu eo IIJII te 
bouden. 81J alJn aoo dlefRebticb 

AI to tbe natl" .. 01 tbll country. 
I Ond tbem entlrel, aua,e and 
wild, Itr.n,erl to .n decenc1, ye., 
unch'll .011 Ituphl al ,.rden polel, 
proficient In aU wlekettoell aod 
lodlealnell: devllIlb mlo, who 
ler"e nobody but tbe de"lI. tbat 
II, the Iplrlt, wblcb, In th.lr lan
,u8,e, th.,. call Mloetto; under 
wblcb title tbe, com-
prehend ever1thlnl that n.1I' 
II lubtle .nd craft, Cbaraater. 
aoel beyood humao Iklll 
anel power. Tbey b""e 10 mucb 
wltcbcraft, dIYln.tlon, loreer1, aod 
wicked trlckl, tbat tbey cilonot be 
beld In by .n1 bandl or lockL 
Tbey .... .1 thlevllh aod tre.cb
eroul al tbey .re tall: and 10 
cruelty tbe, ar. altolether In-

OJ' THJ: STATZ 0' NBW YORK. 

Inel. ...erradleeb .11 Ilj IfI'OOt sljn: 
end. In wreedbeyd .Ijos. pnlcb 
o.me.lcbeIlJck ende lIleer d.n 
B.rbart.cb ende I.e. d' Atrleaneo 
daerto al .. rde te bo".D.· 

lell bebbe dl.. a.DI.eod. • ... 
., .. Ieheydeoe penon en eld... I_ 
ebreveo, DIet t""ljteleDde ot d. 
'Br0e4er Orol 1.1 d.enan aen 
UWE. ofte Immen &an de Heereo 
Bewyodhebbl'ren ,enoeeb ,Mch
reYeo hebbeD: ,elljek oork van bet 
IDoode verrlled eode de mllOrdf'rlJre, 
die de Mahlc.D8 "Dt oppere),nde 
deeer Riviere te,enl bet fort Orlln
gleD voorgeDomeD badden,· doch II 
hun mlaluckt door eell lenadlllle 
beetlerlD,e del Beeren ona ten 
,oede: de welcke a.a bet bem ,e
Uett, In deee onnatayrllJcke men· 
Icben oDYerslena Datu7l'IIJcke bewe
,lD,eo . weet te ltorteD om b.er 
doeD te beletten. Boe men DU 
beet dele Iu),den tot de ware keD
Dille Godee ende dee Mlddel.en 
Obrlltt lOude CODneD aenleydeD, 
II qualljck te "neD. lek eD eIlD 
mlJ aelYeD Diet ,enOlCb Yenrond .. 
ren wle UWerlll. enele yelen ao
dereD lot Vaderland 100 .,e.e op 
de mouwe , .. peldt macb bebben, 
bel.ngl'Dde de 1 .... ,eIlJckb."eI de
eer lIedeD, eD deD loeden aerdt, 
de ,e"oeeblljeke principia rell,loDl1 
eDde .,eetl,la 1.,11 naturae dIe blJ 
baer louden IljD: ID de welcke Ick 

• Hlj 110. dlt ult .1 .... oDd."I.dlo" 
I. Atrlea op,.. .... ptUI,.D. 

• BrocIb .. 4 apr .. llt 0011 bl.".. Diet: 
.U ... d.t I •• et yoor! .. r n. dlt J • ., 
1_ dip bq lIet tort Ora.j. "Ij •• de
Ujllilede. w.n. .It .. blOllle. t ... b •• 
d. M.blesD., 0011 el4.n Mobles... , .. 
lI .. te., eD 4. Mobw", w •• rblj d. 
.. "t,eDo.mde. ..nl.... eD Yllj .. ,4 
"JDde, Daa. Co •• eellnt RI.er ,eweke. 
W'nD. L. 1. 11$ e. ble. oa4.. 10 bet 
.. "01, 4 .. brlelL 

buman, more thaD barbaroul, far 
ezef'l'dllli the AfrlcaD.· 

1 hl\\'e written concernlnl th.e 
thlllK" to aeverlll perlonl ellewberl'. 
Dot doubting tbot Urotber Orol wtll 
baye wrltteD aulllelent to' ,our 
RevereDee, or to ,the Honorabl • 
Dlrectorl: ae allo of tbe bale 
treacbf'l'Y, .Dd tbe murden wbleb 
the MoblcaDI, at tbe upper part of 
tbll l'lvl'r, hRd planDed alalDlt 
Fort OraDge,t but, by the ,racloua 
IlIterpoNltion of the Lord, tor our 
good - who. when It pleaeed blm, 
knowa how to (10111', unezpeetedl" 
natural Impula" IDtO tbea. uo· 
IIlltllral meD, In order to pre .... Dt 
thl'm - tbe), did Dot 
luceeed. How theee DlSftlU. 
Ileople clln beet be of th .... 
Il''' to the true kllowl· _ ...... 0 •• 

f'tlg(! of nOli aDd ot 
tbe Mediator Chrlat, I. bard to lay. 
I caD DOt myaelt wonder enoulb 
who It la tbllt blla Impoaed 10 mueb 
upon your ReYerence and mU17 
otbl'rl ID tbe Fatberland, CODcern· 
ID, the doclllt, of th ... people .nd 
tbelr ,ood Dllture, tbe proper prtn
clpl" rellllllonil and ., .. U,la le,ll 
nllturlle whlcb Iboulel be amoD, 
tbl'm: III wbom ( ba.,e al yet beeo 
able to dllco.,er b.rdl, a IID,le 
«ood polDt, ezcept th.t tbe, do not 
Ipelk 10 JearlDlly and 10 acot
ftngl), of tbe ,odllke aDd Iiorloul 

• Re eoul4 t .. tU., .. t. till. fro .... 
OWD .. p.rleDee. obt.leed ID Africa. 

• BrocIb .. 4 do_ not ..,e.1I of dIIe; 
ODI,. tbet ID lbe .prl., of 1_ el_ b,. 
J'ort Or.nle, .Dlm",tl .. 1u14 blOlI •• out 
betwee. tbe M.blca ... el .. wbe .. e.lI .. 
lIobe,'DI, aD4 tb. lIobawlll, .. tut 
tb. lint D.med. .mltten .Dd p.naed, 
betooll tbe.MI... to tb. Cotaoeetleut 
rl.... L. 1. 111 aod tow.r4 tba ..... 1 
of tbl. letter. 
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leaB 
68 ]~COLPIAITIOAL Raoolmll 

tot no('h t04' .. ('bA~1'I e~a t'aleb «oed 
poillt llfOl,hl' ('onnt'll hpmt'rck~a. 

wt,f'nOnl4'lI "ftt If' T"II Ill! «ullcl. 
IIjrko l'1I.h' .Iorl.-,,"p IOAjPllt~1t 

hArel Rclael'lle~ 1100 Ilpott"lIjelr 
~nlle "~rllmndellj('k nlf't fm .prekeo, 
AlII cl'Atrlean~a w~1 dllrYen cloeo, 
Doch 't ean "'l'IIea ollllint III' yan 
b~fU ooch 1IfN, lekl'1'e kl'IIUIIl"1.' IIll't 
en hl'bbfOlI or'n oock wl'l gnlh"'he 
I('nf'. AlII ""IJ tot hnll "nil nod 
wllll'n "I'rl""'n, het 1I1'''ljllt hlln f'f°a 
droolll h' I"JII: fOlllle wlJ "'In Irlmoot· 
'ftl'kt elnt 'I' 1.101'11 onlifOr 111'11 nnlD~, 
nll"t "/III :\I"nouo dl .... "'J kl'nnf'n 
pude 1111'114'1. ''''nnt tlllt WRrl.' ~f'n 

I,nlltt'rI. mnl'r "nll enl,:plI ,!"Ooten, 
jlle elt'll RllleroPllentplI Raekh'IDA. 
mfOt wf'lckl!D name IIlj - lIonder 
Conlagll 1""l'nde - b~tl'lI dt'a gf'aP.ll 
dl.- OYf" I'lIlg!! bond"rpC'lI nneler hlln 
hebbea te g"bletl('n, die "Ra de 
onllt'n Rn('k4'mllkl'rII gt'nllemt "'f'r· 
dea, bl't wI',,",'e IIlj 11('(11'11 hoorl'lIde 
1100 "nllplI lIoo.mlge bl'lflonen te 
Ifrljllt>n I'lld., h~t "ooM t .. lI('hudll .. n 
011 o\· .. r "1''' ('nude fnh .. I, ende 
1I"It>re om 1Ilf't ""re'D .. lIlh' "rlend. 
l('hllP nyt "I'n lIulek prnpoOllt te 
eom .. n. 111111,,11 I~glt~n Orlth. dAtI 
,oed. Nn. wnt mll1d,,1 om dlt 1'olck 
tl'r IIAlIl'hPJ'11 tl' ontglnnl'", ofte 
."D h.yhlRlDe br ... e """ronder te 
mllk"n? It'k a~me T"rlolf om 10 
dlt poillt wnt wljdlllrttlfer met 
U,,'I' E. te dlll'OlIreren. 

"lire til Ie die bet Mnte III blJ 
bun Ct· bI!IIJrHl. dllllckt, ml, «"nlcb 
1'rf't'mhll. \'ele Ollder 0111 , emp1De 
Tol('k h"'I'"lIe I:pml!YIII'IIJek een 
lIebtl! tale dll'! boelt ,elpt'rt II: lek 
hfm "011 ('I'll IInfl~r4.' orlnl4.'. Want 
dl'ltt'nc die hare lI'oordea eollfllial 
"entllea elide IIAlprflkl'1I ennnPD. 
die (1'11en grootelljck In prnllua. 
tlatle I'!nde ro(ll'!brakl'lI It> gelljclr 

rna' .. t1 ot tbelr Oreator a. tbe 
Atrlt'anl dAre to 110. But It II beo 
ellill the1 bave 110 clrtaln kDowl· 
~,e of Him, or Icareel,. "n1. If 
we lpeak to them ot Ood, It a~ 
pean to tbem like a dream: aod 
we are enmpelled to Ipuk ot blm, 
not UDder tbe Dame ot Menetto, 
wb~m the." know and lerYe - tor 
tbat would bo blalphemy - bllt ot 
one ,rI.'Rt, 1 .. 11. mOlt blgb, Sack· 
"'1111\· by whlcb nAUle tbey
livID': wltbont a klol- call blm 
who hAil the comma 011 OT., le"l'!ra. 
hundred amonlt tbem, IIl1d wbo b7 
our I.eople are called Bllckemaken: 
and al tbe people IIlteu, lome will 
begin to mutter aDd Ibake tbelr 
beAdl al It It were a 11111 fable; 
lind otbere, In order to ellilreal reo 
gllr,I lad frlendlblp tor lueb a 
propolltloo, will ID1 orUb. tbat II, 
,ood. Now, lI1 wbat Dlllanl are we 
to make a lalu\,,'1 breftcb tor the 
lalntloa ot thll peGl.le? I take 
tbe IIbert7 on tbll point ot eolar«· 
10« 1I0mewbat to 10ur ReyereDce. 

Tb~lr l~a,e, wblcb II tbe flnt 
tblnl' to be empl01ed with them, 
methlnkl II entlrel1 
pecullftr. MaDT of our Tbetr 
commoo people eall It la1l8'll&l" 
an eal,. laa,ul,., ",bleb 
II 1000 learued, but I am of a eon· 
trarT oploloD. For tbOle wbo cao 
uDderelaoel tbelr wordl to lome e:l· 
teat and repeat tbem, tall ,reatl, 

... _---_._._--- ._--_._---
• Ra~III'lIlft. laler I. et. NoonS.ADlerl. 

" •• a,lIe ,,·('rlle. Il,eCll lIatllem ,e
_Diet. 

• 8Iellle.a: .obllqueotl, 10 Nortll 
AlD'lttao "Drill II"a,1 talleCI 8Ie11e •. 

OF TBI: STAD or N F.W Y 01Ut. 

de Iprue A'dod.· Want lI.e oatle 
been I"are a.plraUe en de "ele 
IIttema ruttllrll .. die meer In d. 
kele daa door deD mODd, taDcleD 
ende IIppen reformeert wordeD, 
hetwelcke oOle popelt oo,eweDt 
"pde, op .Ijne wljle NO ,""eD 
Itacb daerlaae Ilaet ende melDt 
Iljae ellD«ea Doeb woader wei 
,eda~n te bebben. 'Till waer, men 
eaa lIchtellJck .00 nle leereD all 
I.Gech 110m te bandelea. maer 
ellt ,eacbledt bljcaoa 100 nle Int 
wljleD met dU7m eDde "lnlareD alII 
door IprelreD; bet welcke In &akt'n 
no rell,le 100 DIet loude enDDen 
«_ebledeD. Ooek 100 Icbljnt bet 
dat Ie bare tale "oor onl lIe"er 
oecultereD. dan behoorlljck med. 
de11eD, tea II, da~ ID dlagen die 
III. deD da,eIlJck.ebell baDdel te 

.. pu.e comen; II«leDde dat bet 
«8Doeeb II dat wlJ ben elaertnae 
"entaeD CODDeD: elide daD Iprelren 
Ie aoeb maar bal"e redeDeD, af,e
eortede woorden elide DOlmen dIck. 
will eell doullljae ellncea ende Docb 
meer; ,ae al wat met maleanderen 
lleebtl eenl,e rouwe g~lIjckeallH 

. beeft noemeD Ilj dlckwUI al met 
. 'D8D aame. ID lumma 't II Nn 

remaeekte 111adllebe tale: 100 dat 
eeltl degeDe dIe beet "aa aUen met 
dea WlldeD CODoen Iprek~a ende 
la blDdel leer wei te reebte comea, 
noebtaal .AD.cb bllDd Ita en ende 
«elljck als met b"eulll IIIjD. all 
Ilj de Wlldea aUene oader mal. 
eaodereo booreD Iprellen. 

• BIJ etoelt op Nebemla sill :U. 

I B.e.l. (ale). K.a lI.t 0011 10 'Ver· 
baoa IWII .et lIet "raallllle blJy. 
"IDI"OOrd tlballn 

In the proDuoclAtloo, and Ipea" • 
brokr.n lanRua.e, like thl! langua,e 
of AIIIIIII)(I.- For thl'lle people bR'" 
dllfteult 8811lratee nod maD1 Itut. 
tural I~tten, wblch are tOrlued 
1II0re 10 tbe throat tbRa by the 
mouth. teeth and IIPI. to wblcb our 
peoplet Are Dot aecultom~. aod 
makln« A bold Itrok~ at wblcll 
tb"1 Imll(lne thllt ·tb"1 h""~ A('enm
,,1If1hed sometblnR woud~rrnl. It 
III true onl' ('an Il'!lIrn a" nll1eh al 
II autllelrnt tor the PUrpOlN of 
trAdlnl'. IlIIt thll oeeun IlmoRt a, 
mueb by 81ml with tbe thumb aDd 
"DPrII AI b1 lpeaklng; bllt tbll 
eaDnot be done In relllrlolll waUfln. 
It allllo lfl'"ml to UI that tht'1 rlltber 
de81gn to ('on(,(,lIl thplr Inngua,e 
from u" thnn to propl'rly rommuDI· 
CAte It. "X'·f'l.t III thlll~" ""bleb 
hAp"en In dll1l1 trlll1e; 11I),log tblllt 
It II 1I1I",('I .. nl for UII to uaderlltaDd 
th~m In tbAt; ftnd then thl'1 IIpea" 

. only balt lIt'atenCH. .borteDecJ 
\vor,I". IIDd freqU4.'Dtl, eAll out a 
dOlen tblngl aDd eveD more; aDd 
1111 thlnp whIch han onl1 a rude 
relemblllnl'e to eAch other. the1 
freqnentl, ('All b1 tbe IIlIme name . 
In t"dh It II A made-llfl. ehlldllb 
lan«uDlte; 10 tbAt neD thole wbo 
can bMt or All IIpeak wltb tb. 
lanltel. and ,('t alonlf well ID 
trAdf!. IIrl' ne"erthl'll'llI wholly In 
tbl' dark aad hewlldl!n'c1t wbeD 
tber ht'1r tbe l""aleB talklD. 
amoo« themleln •. 

• ll~ Iliull"l 10 Nth. 13:24: AnI! th,Ir 
• tblltl."D .PM'" balf ID Ihe 8I"HII of 

Alb.lnll. antl ~Iluld Dot .P4'II" In lbe 
Je .... "DIrUI,., ••. 

t I'pllpl" - popel. tOODert,,, "It II ,e-. 
PI'UPP',- popu'le., Dlob. 

l n('wlldereCI - beelill ,111'1. enn th'~ 

"ord l'aDet In "DDHlIoD .... 111 t ... 
""Deb IdJertha •• babtl 



THE NATIVES. 

Wat ut>ngnet Ill! natle (leeel 
1.11 ne1... die vY1U1 I('k l'anll('11 willI 
elllin "'UI'Kt. vrl!elJul '-Oil aile horrer
IIjt'l(e Ketllrlu~yd. j"e ollbeleeft elide 
l .. ,t 0111 tUYIIKlolwlI. III aUe boo
Ihe111 elide godlooshc1d ,eJlJck ala 
,ellroDlov('ert. verelu1,elde DI.O· 
I('bco, die olemanll nnderl dan deo 
()uyvel dlellell. \\'(,lIt'lIele die Oet> .. t. 
dlell Ilj op hure ."rake Menetto 
DllelUell: «ellJek .IJ wede ollder 
dlen tytt>l bl!lrrljllen allee ",at 
lubt,l ~lIde llel'ltUeh II ende be,de 
men Mt'llellJck vcrnu't en de cracb· 
ten te OOven ,aet. 81J ,aen met 
,elc tooverljen, ",aerleggln,eD, 
beeweerlng.n ende enoode coneten 
om, 100 daue bljlla In genl,e 
banden otte eloten en eljll Ie 
boudeD. SIJ Iljn 100 dletachtlch 

Ae to the Dati, .. of thll couDtr1, 
I lind tbem eDtirel, lava,e and 
wild, Itrao,erl to an decenel, lea, 
unch'll aDd Itupld al rardeD polel. 
proOclellt 10 an wlckedoHl aod 
,odleeIDell: devlllib meD, who 
lerve Dobod, but tbe de,Il, that 
II, the Iplrlt, whlcb, In their laD
ruage, th.,- call Mloetto: under 
which Utle tbe1 com-
preheDd ever:rthln, that nell' 
II lubtle and craft, Charavt.. 
aDd beyond humaD Iklll 
aDd power. The, ha ve 10 much 
wltebcratt, dl,loatlon. lorcer:r. and 
wicked trlcke. that they caoDot be 
beld ID b, aDl baDdl or lock .. 
The, are al tblevllh and treach
eroul al tbe, are tall: aDeI In 
cruelt, tbe, arl altogether In-
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IDele ,erradlacb all alj «fOOt .Ijn: 
Indl ID wreedhe,d aljn... pnlcb 
oDmlDlcbellJck eDeI. weer daD 
Barbartlch ende ,aID d' AfricaDen 
damD al ".rde te boveD.· 

Ick hebbe dl.. aeD,aeDdl aea 
,erlCheydeDe peNODeD eld.. , ... 
ebreYeo, nlet twl3felende of dl 
Broader Orol lal elaervaD aen 
UWE. otte Immen UD de Heeren 
Bew)'ndhebbl'ren ,enoP.eb ,eecb
reYeD bebben: relljclt oo('k YaD het 
Inoode verrlled ende de QloordfOrlJrfO, 
die de Mahlcanl aent oppere),nde 
deur RI"lere te.eDI bet tort Orlln' 
,len voor,eoomen badden,· elocb I. 
hUD milluekt door ee" ,enadlllle 
beatlerlnge dee Heeren onl ten 
,oede: ele welcke all bet bem ,e
llett, In dea. onDatu1rllJeke DIeD· 
IcbeD onYenleDI Datu1l'lIjete bewe
Itlngen -weet te atorten om haer 
doen te bel.U.D. Hoe mea nu 
beat dea. lu,deD tot de war. ken
nille God.. ende elee Mlddelaen 
Ohrletl eoudl eODDeD aeDle,clen. 
II qualljek te "neD. Ict en can 
mlj lel"eD Diet ,enoecb nrwoDel .. 
ren wle UWerlll. Inele veleD an
deren Int VaderlaDeI 100 ,el. op 
de mouwe ,.peldt macb bebben. 
belanlilende de , ... ,eIlJckb.,d de
ler lIeden. en elen ,oeden aerdt, 
de ,e"oechlljek. prlnelpla "U,lonla 
ende "eatlltla 1.,11 Datura. die blj 
baer loudeD IljD: ID ele welcke Ick 

• BIJ ko. dlt ult "I ... " ood,,"I.dlo •• 
I. £trI.a oppd .... ptul." •. 

• BrodbMd apr .. kt ook bl,,"a. Diet: 
III... dat I. lI"t voo., .. r ... dlt Jaar 1_ dll& b", bat tort On.J. .IJa.d,,· 
IIjlrbed.. .a,.. IIlt .. brolle. til_bell 
d. Iofableeo., ook eld.n Iofobln... .e
lI .. teo. •• dl Iofoba.a, .aarblJ d. 
..nt.tue .. d.a .en'a... t. nrjaa.d 
a!jod •••• ., Coa •• etlettt Rlnr •••• h. 
....... L. 1. U, .D b"r ODder la bet 
",nol, d .. brt.t .. 

buman. more tbaD barbarouI, tar 
eltc...,llI, tbe AtrlcaD.-

I have written cODcerDID, th.e 
tbltl«H to .I'fOral pereonl .Ieewhere. 
Dot doubtlD, tbat Urotber Orol wtll 
ba"e wrltteD lulllelent to' :rour 
Reverence, or to . the HODorabl1 
Dlrectorl; al allo ot tbe ba.e 
treacht>ry, and tbe murderl wblcb 
tbe MoblcaDl, at the upper part ot 
tbll .·Iver, hlld planDed agalDlt 
Fort Orange.t but, by th. ,racloul 
IliterpclHltion or the Lord. tor our 
g(1()(1 - ,,-hot wben It plealed blm, 
knowa how to JlOllr, uDeltpectecJI,. 
natural Impuleel Into tbeae UD
,,"tural mcn, In order to pre'IDt 
them - the), did not 
aucceed. How theae DUIlcnalu.. 
.'eople can beat be GIl their 
led to tbe true k"owl- .. .,. ... oD. 
fOdg(! ot nod aDd ot 
tbe Medilltor Cbrllt, la barel to la,. 
1 caDDot m,aelt wODder 1D0u,b 
who It II that hal ImpoeecJ eo mueb 
upon ,our Reverence aDd m&DY 
othen In tbe Fatherland. CODcern
In, tbe eloclllt, ot th ... people aDeI 
tbelr good nllture. tbe proper prtn
clpla rell.lonle anel ,.U"a le,ll 
naturae wblcb Iboulel be amonl 
them: III whom I baYe .. Ylt been 
"ble to dlecover bardl, a Iln,le 
rood polDt, Ilteept that tbey do Dot 
Ipeak ao j"riDrl,. aDel 10 IcOt
nnllll, ot the «odllke aDd ,Iorioul 

• Re eould t •• U" .. te tbll fro. 1111 
ow. IIIp.rle.ee. obtalled I. £trI .... 

• Brodbead do.. IIIIt apeak of WI; 
0.1, tbat 10 tbe .prl •• ot las. .1_ b, 
I'ort Or.n,e. a.lm.,.ltl .. llad brok •• ollt 
betwee. tb. 1of.1I1«... ., ... b.,. cln .. 
Iofolle..... aDd tb. Iofobawh. .. tllat 
til. Grit •• med. .mltten a.d p.rned. 
betook tb_',," to tb. Coa.eetleat 
rlnr. L. 1. 118 aDd toward tb ...... 1 
of tb'. letter. 
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WII, of men dnD d'oade In b.H 
w .. eD IIIftI ende .... deD IIIDder· 
hUI die lIuob Jon,b IIJD. belonDe. 
"IIJ .11110. Mapr alJ mOl.tt'n "a" 
Jonekl op ,.an hareD olllll'r"l1 at· 
IIIODd.rt werdell. J.. vnll bare 
laDlcba Nltle: WIDt. Illlleh·r ctlt. 
100 aOlldan ae ele be,eleDIIC'''e .rliletl 
enda lIu, .. lr,en tarltond aOIl , •• 
"tont alJa IIA d·oudl. die doeb van 
eelf. door IIU recbt.eerdlcb oordeel 
00\1.1 la hIre herten «ekneelet .IJn 
"In nllturen: 100 dat Ie t!ena dlep. 
""ortehm Illcreogell bebboDde door 
lI:eWClClllte. p:ft lIarb IIwlt'!rllJk dler. 
\'aa luuden IIIJD "'tebrenKoD. Docb 
clelle "'eonderllllCe Ie qUIIIIJek tp 
dOiD. Waat d'ollderR behben hare 
klDdereo hertpllJek Jlet. elide lOuden 
aeer lloo4e dll~"I' ecbe,den. ('lId" 
II. h.t .ettchll'dt (WilDt m.n b4\t'ft 
II' 111 prou.e, "'I ~oo ea .IJo d'ouclen 
Dlmmt'rmeer te dpp:en ,enl.t. ende 
nfoml'n lit'! wIIle·r .teele wljee wecb. 
flftl' IIlRk.n dllt ee .aa lelte onto 
loope-n. No('htllnll dlett we.lI:. mo
IIIte nll'lI lIyt. III .oude men c!lIll1:. 
cOllten dnfort'Ot' lIeowl'ndl'n. 0111 dt'! 
IIhlflt'ren door , •• ell Inctl' onder 
p:oede beloften m.t daock ende 
will. del' ouder.n te hftomeD. om 
dt'! ,.I.e onder cte band ,.aD .nleb 
welfo"aren ellfle «Odeallcb acllool· 
lII_t.r t. beIItl'lIt'!D. daer ae moeb
l.n ,eoetreDd werdeo. Diet .lIeen· 
IIJrk In onee tale te Ipr.kfon, tIl 
Iellell ende te Irltrlj.en. maer ClOCk 
.ooI'DE'mf'IIJrk III de faodaroent.n 
on,.r ChrlMtellJ~ker rell,lp. en4a 
d""r henfolfem, daer IIJ nlet dan 
ltoeode exemll.lell eoee 4eu«tllllmen 
11"\"1.'011 en zftll'.n: mlda dDt lie Doch
tAue lIoUltljc1.. finder malkllnder.n 
hllre mOI'I'erllJl'kt' tllie IIprftken om 
de IIf'I •• nlt!t te' vf'rll:eten. ftlll III" 
pRrentllJek "n .oorneme mlddt'l 
IIUode om de kennllCte dff BeIl,le 
ondt'r de ,an.cbe Nath~ u,tt ... 
br.ldf'n. Ondl'rtuuc:heD en m08llte 
meD DIet nrgeten den Heere om 

It woal4 be well th_ to •• e 
tbe pareDti .. the, IN, .. 4 -'0 
wltb tbe children wbo a.. Itnl 
,0UDI. 80 be It. But tbe, Oftlbt 
la 10uth to b. leparat.ecl from tbelr 
par.Dtl: ,. ... from tbelr wbole na· 
tlOD. For. wltbout tbl •• tb., would 
fortllwltb be a. much .C!C!ultorned 
al tb.lr parente to beatbetlilb 
trlrk. In4 de.lltrl... wblch 8r. 
kDeaded nlturall, ID tb.lr beart. 
1), tb.ml.I ... tbrou,b a JUlt juc1,· 
ment of God; io tbat bulDIf oo('e. 
b, habIt. obtllined deep root. tbe, 
would wltb ,reat dim. 
I'al., be emancIpated 
tb.refrom. But thll 
lIeparatlon I. bllrd 
tfl elfeet, for tbe 
puanta ba •• a .tron. 

Dat7 of 
IDltruottD. 
tbeIDcl1a. 
ohl1dna. 

IIlfeetlon tor tbelr children. and are 
Yer, loth to part with tbem: lind. ' 
wbeD tbe, are IIparated from 
tbem. a. w. ba ye· IIIrea4, bad 
proof. tbe pareDta are De.er eoo
teDted. but take tb.m .wa, Itl'"ltb. 
lIy. or Induce them to ruo n\vII,. 
N ..... tbel ••• · altbou,b It would be 
atteDded wltb aoma .speII.e, we 
011 "lIt, b, mean. ot preteDte. 
1111(1 prom II .. to obt.ln the cblldreD. 
with the ,raUtude .nd conlent 
of the pareDta; In on'ler to 
pl.ce tbem UDder tbe ID.true. 
tlon of lOme experleneed IIDd 
p:odl, erhoolroaeter. wbere the, 
ma,. be Inltrveted Dot oDI, to 
~peak, read, and write ID our lao
,un «e. but "10 eepeelall, ID the 
t"ndameDtala of our Obrlltlan reo 
1I1(1oD; and wbere. be.ldea. tbe, 
will ... DotblD, but tbe aoo4 e:r· 
.mple of ylrtuoul II.ID,: but tbe, 
mUlt IOmetlm .. lpeak theIr Dati .. 
tOD,U' amoo, themeelTei. ID order 
Dot to for,et It. a. belD, nldeotly 
• principal m •• D. ot IpreadlD, the 
knowlqe or rillllOD tbroulb tbe 
wbol. natloo. ID tbe m .... tlm. w. 
II110uid Dot torlet to ~b th. 
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lIIja .... _ t. IIOtlc:\tereD met .t .. rI.. de .ed.",.. ,ebeden. dIe 
40eh 41 ... dt. o.,.leD .tjD. b.eat ...1.. lOde ""I.n can makeD. 
die 4 .. 4004e. bet ' ••• n '18ft ene'" 
rol1pt betJeo. dat Diet en II al. 
ot bat ware _de 4aerloe rlJ~k 

IIJode ID barmhlrtlcbe,d bem oot· 
termt wtenl bl' wll: ,elljck bl' 
Ileb ODler oatlermt beert om IIJO 
.oll'k tt'! welln, all wlJ te voreo 
Diet oottermt eode .1'0 .0lek Diet 
III wareo. ende beert one. all wi' 
met ee'D ,elljck. lOp aUer .erdor· 
.enthe4en o.erroten wupn. af, .. 
W .. leD. ,ebe7l1rt ende ,ereebtveer· 
dlit. on. roupende tot de lall,!! 
kennla.. II,n. Boona, eode u,t de 
macbt del' duyeternlelle tflt elJoen 
wonderbllerlljcllulII IIrbt... Ende "It 
acbte Ick aoo .ele te ooodl,er IlII1 

,de toom God.. end. .Ioek tf' 
"".en'ler tl. 4e weleke tot noeb top 
op dMl elendl.. natte be.ondf'n 
wordt te 1.,._. Mapebl.D ot 
bern God noeb ten e,..,de onto 
term de, opelat 4e .00be,d del' bey
dell"u all.nlkeDI IDconem moebte' 
aode het be,l ona .. Godell oock III
bier .ellleo moebte werdt'!D onc1f"r 
delle wtlde ende wo .. te menerben. 
lek bflpe eeD .0,.IuldiKe 00,1' onr 
d."f!' lu,deD te bouden ende aoo 
nle nn bllre tale te 1"1'1\0 alII 
dMJnlljck 11,0 la1. .Dde t. prill" 
tiller!!n op bfltere letelenthftden 
bllt'!rder oD4erwIJIID«8 4an meD tot 

, 00t''' toe beeft conDeD .,ndeo. 

Lord, with ard.Dt and cOOUDUal 
pra,erfI. for BII bl ... lo.: wbo eaD 

Preo,..... 
e-arelp.t7 

of Clod • 

mab tblDl1 wblch 
are UDIHIl .11.,tleol, 
IDd opportullel, to 
• ppear: who ".1"11 
Ute tn the delld: cane 
thGt ,,.hlcb· I. not al thou,b It 
were: Rnd beltl, rich In merc, bU 
pit, on wbom S. will: a. Be bal 
eOnllllllllllooatoo u. to be Ula pe0-

ple: Rlld baa wllihed UI cleao •• ane
tlfted lIft and '"11t16ed UI. wbeD we 
were co,..red wltb an maDner of 
corruption. cnllllllJ UI to the bleeeed 
kDo"'ledlfe ot HI. Son. and from 
tbe pnwer of d"rko"" to Hie mar
"pnOiIM IIlI:bt. And tblll I reteard 10 
mu~h tbe mort'! ne(,pllfllllr,. ae tbe 
wrllth lind cnr ... 0' Ood. t'!!atlDI 
upon thl .. mllll'rllble p('Ople, la tound 
to ttl' tlll' b('llVlf'r. Ppr('haoep God 
may to tbat elld bave mercy upon 
tbe'm, tbat tbe fulnMII of tbe bea
thell ma7 be p:raduall, broulbt lB. 
and tbe lIal .. tloD of our GOI'l mQ 
be IIl'rt'! alao aeen amon, tII .. e wild 
.nllll'. mpn. I hope to kl'!!P a 
wat('btul e,. our tbl!'lle pE'Ople, 
.nd to lellrn all much ot tbelt' lao
IUIlRe aa will bl' prlletlr.able. and 
to II ... k beUpr opportllnlttee for 
tbl'lr Inetnll'tlon tblln bltborto It 
bllll hHn JlfllllIlIble to tlnc!. 
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A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE MOHAWK IN·' 
DIANS, BY REVEREND JOHANNES 

MEGAPOLENSIS, JR., 16+4' 

A S/Iqrl Account of the Mohawk Indi4m, their Country, Lan
guoge, Stature, Dress, Religion and Government, UnUl 
dacribed and recently, August 26, 1644, lent out 0/ New 
Netherl4nd, by Johannes M egapolen8i8 the younger, Preach,er 
there. 
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_ The inhabitants or this country are of two kinds: fint, 
Christians-at least 80 called: second, Indians. or the Chris
tians I shall My nothing; my design is to sllP;k of the Indians 
only. These among us are again of two kands: fint, the 
Mahakinbns, or, as they can themselves, Kajingahaga; sec
ond, the Mahlt,kans, otherwise called Agolzagena.· These t.wo 
nations have different languages, which have DO affinity with 
each other, like Dutch and Latin. These people formerly 
cl\rried on a gre:Lt war against each other, but since the Maha
kanden were subdued by the Mahakobaas, peace has 8u_ted 
between them, and the conquered are obliged to bring a yearly 
contribution to the others. We live among both theee -kinds 
of Indians; and when they come to us from their country, or 
we go to them, they do us every act of friendship. The prin
cipal nation of nil the savages and Indians hereabouts with 
which we have the most intercourse, is the Mahaku888, I who 
have lahl all the other Indians near U8 under contribution. 
This nation has a very difficult language, and it costs me great 
pains to learn it, 80 as to be able to speak and preach in it 
fluently. There is no Christian here who understands the 
language thoroughly; thoee who have lived here long can use a 
kind of jargon just sufficient to carry on trade with it, but they 
do not understand the fundamentals of the language. I am 
making a vocabulary of the Mahakuau' language, and when 
I am among them I ask them how things are called; but 88 they 
are very stupid, 1 80metimes cannot make them understand 
what I want. Moreover when they tell me, one tells me the 
word in the infinitive mood,another in the indicative; one in the 
first, another in the second peraon; one in the preeent, another 
in the preterit. So I stand oftentimes and look, but do not 
know how to put it down. And as they have declenaioOl and 
conjugations also, and have their augments like the Greeks, 
I am like one distracted, and frequently cannot tell what. to do, 
and there is no one to set me right. I shall have to speculate 
in this alone, in order to become in time an Indian grammarian. 
When I fil'ftt observed that they pronol1need their worde 80 
differently. I asked the commissary of the company • what it 

I Mohawks and Mobieau. • Moba .... . 
• Pruumably Bastiaen JUlIen Krol. who bad be. a\ Port 0 ....... IDOIt of 

the time from 1626. 
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meant. He answered me that he did not know, but imagined 
they changed their language every two or three yean: I argued 
against this that it could never be that a whole nation should 
change ita language with one consent ;-and, although he hM 
been connected with them here these twenty years, he can 
afford me no lUl8ista.oce. 

The people and Indiana here in this country are like WI 
Dutchmen in body and stature; some of them have well 
formed features, bodies and limbH; they aU have black hair and 
eyes, but their skin is yellow. In summer they go naked, hav
ing ooly their private parts covered with a patch. The children 
and young foll\s to ten, twelve and fourteen yean of age go 
stark naked. In winter, they hang about them simply an un
dressed deer or bear or panther skin; or they take some 
beaver and otter skins, wild cat, raccoon, martin, otter, mink, 
squirrel or such like skins, which are plenty in this country, 
and sew some of them to othe1'8, until it is a square piece, and 
that is then a garment for them; or they buy of us Dutchmen 
two and a half ells of duffel, and that they hang simply about 
them, juat as it W88 tom off, witho.ut sewing it, and walk away 
with it. They look at themaelves constantly, and think they 
are very fine. They make themselves stockings and al80 shoes 
of deer akin, or they take leaves of their com, and plait them 
together and use them for shoes. The women, 88 well 88 the 
men, go with their heads bare. The women let their hair grow 
very long, and tie it together a little, and let it hang down their 
backs. The men have a long lock of hair hanging down, some 
on on~ side of the head, and 80me on both sides. , On the top 
of theIr heads they have a streak of hair from the forehead to 
the neck, about the breadth of three fingers, and this they 
shorten until it is about two or three fingers long, and it stands 
right on end like a cock's comb or hog's bristles: on both sides 
of this cock's comb they cut all the hair short, except the 
aforesaid locks, and they al80 leave on the bare places here 
and there small locks, such 88 are in sweeping-brushes, and 
then they are in fine array. 

They likewise paint their faces red, blue, etc., and then 
they look like the Devil himself. They smear their heads with 
bear'&-grease, which they all carry with them for this purpose 
in a small basket; they say they do it to make their hair grow 
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better and to prevent their having lice. When they travel, 
they take with them ROme of their maize, a kettle, a wooden 
bowl, and a RJloon; these they pack up and hang on their 
backs. Whenever they are hungry, they forthwith make a 
fire and cook; they can get fire by rubbing pieces of wood 
against one another, and that very. quickly. 

They generally live without marriage; and if any of them 
have wives, the marriage continues no longer than seems good 
to one of the parties, and then they separate, and each takes 
anothl'r partner. I have seen those who had parted, and 
IlftcnvnrdR lived a lon~ time with others, leave these again, 
seek tht'ir former partners, and again be one pair. And, 
thoup;h they have wivl'!4, yet they will not leave oft' whoring; 
and if they enn tlleep with another man's wife, they think 
it a hmve thing. The women are exceedingly addicted to 
whorin~; th('y will lie with a man for the value of one, two, 
or three ~hiUing8,' and our Dutchmen run after them very 
much. 

The women, when they have been delivered, go about im
mediately afterwards, and be it ever so cold, they wash them
selves and the young child in the river or the snow. They will 
not lie down (for they say that if theydid they would soon die), 
but keep goin~ about. They are obliged to cut wood, to travel 
three or four leagues with the child; in short, they walk, they 
Htand, they work, as if they had not lain in, and we cannot see 
that they BufT('r any injury by it; and we sometimes try to 
persuade our wives to lie-in so, and that the way of lying-in in 
Holland it! a m('re fiddle-faddle. The men have great authority 
over th('ir concubines, so that if they do anytlhing which does 
not please nnd raises their passion, they take an axe and knock 
them in the head, and there is an end of it. The women are 
obliged to prepare the land, to mow, to plant, and do every
thing; the men do nothing, but hunt, fish, and make war upon 
their enemies. They are very cruel towards their enemies in 
time of war; for they first bite oft' the nails of the fingers of 
their captives, and cut off some joints, and sometimes even 
whole fingers; after that, the captives are forced to sing and 
dance before them stark naked; and finally, they roaBt their 
prisoners dead before a slow fire for some days, and then eat 

I TIle Dutch acbillilll ".. equiftlnt to tweIYe ceDte. 
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them up. The common people eat the arms, buttocks and 
trunk, but the chiefs eat the head and the beart. 

Our Mahakas carry on great wars against the Indians of 
Canada, on the River Saint Lawrence, and take many captives, 
and sometimes there are French Christians among them. 
Last year, our Indians got a great booty from the French on 
the River Saint Lawrence, and took three Frenchmen, one of 
whom was a Jesuit.' They killed one, but the Jesuit (whose 
left thumb was cut ofT, and all the nails and parts of his fingers 
were bitten,) we released, and sent him to France by a yacht 
which was going to our country. They spare all the children 
from. ten to twelve years old, and all the women whom they 
take In war, unleS8 the women are very old, and then they kill 
them too. Though they are so very cruel to their enemies they 
are very friendly to us, and we have no dread of them. We go 
with them into the woods, we meet with each other,.sometimes 
at an hour or two's walk from any houses, and thiJik no more 
abou~ it than as if we met with a Christian. THey sleep by us, 
too, In .our chambef!J before our beds. I have had eight at 
once lymg and sleepmg upon the floor near my bed, for it is 
their custom to sleep simply on the bare ground, and to have 
only a stone or a bit of wood under their heads. In the evening, 
they go to bed very soon after they have supped; but early in 
the morning, before day begins to break, they are up again. 
They are very slovenly and dirty; they wash neither their face 
nor bands, but let all remain upon their yellow skin, and look 
like hogs. Their bread is Indian com beaten to pieces between 
two stones, of which they make a cake, and bake it in thtf ashes: 
their other victuals are venison, turkies, hares, bears wild 
cats, their own dogs, etc. The fish they cook just ~ th~y get 
them out of the water without cleansing; also the entrails of 
~eer ~th all their contents, which they cook a little; and if the 
mteetme8 are then too tough, they take one end in their mouth 
and the other in their hand, and between hand and mouth they 
separate and eat them. So they do commonly with the flesh, 

I ThiI happened on August 2, 1642. The Jesuit whose life w ... pared wu 
the celebrated Father Iaaac Jogua, of whom a fuller aeeount appean later, in the 
introcl~ to pomoDi 01 his wri~ngs included in ~is vo~ume. His captivity 
lasted till Auguat, 1643. The relatIOn of MegapolenllS to hll releaee is eet forth 
in the pieces alluded to, pp. 248, 252, pM'. 
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for they carve a little piece and lay it on the fire, as long as 
one would need to walk from his house to church, and then it is 
done; and then they bite into it so that the blood runs along 
their mouths. They can also take a piece of bear's-fat as large 
as two fists, and eat it clear without bread or anything else. 
It is natural to them to have no beards; not one in an hundred 
has any hair about his mouth. 

They have also naturally a very high opinion of themselves; 
they Ray, I hy Othkon, (" I am the Devil ") by which they mean 
that they are superior folks. In order to praise themselves and 
their people, whenever we tell them they are very expert at 
catching deer, or doing this and that, they say, Tko8Ch8 ko 
aguweechon Kajingahaga kouaane JountuckcluJ Othkon; that is; 
"Really all the Mohawks are very cunning devils." They 
make their houses of the b.ark of trees, very close and wann, 
and kindle their fire in the middle of them. They also make of 
the peeling and bark of trees, canoes or small boats, which will 
carry four, five and six persons. In like manner they hollow 
out trees, and use them for boats, some of which are very large. 
I have several times Rat and sailed with ten, twelve and fourteen 
persons in one of these hollowed logs. We have in our colony 1 

a wooden canoe obtained from the Indians, which will e&8ily 
carry two hundred schepels I of wheat. Their weapons in war 
were formerly a bow and arrow, with a stone axe and mallet; 
but now they g<'t from our people guns, swords, iron axes and 
mallets. Their money consists of certain little bones, made of· 
shells or cockles, which are found on the sea-beach; a hole is 
drilled through the middle of the little bones, and these they 
string upon thread, or they make of them belts 8..'1 broad as a 
hand, or broMer, and hang them on their necks, or around their 
bodies. They have also several holes in their ears, and there 
they likewise hang some. They value these little bones as 
highly as many Christians do gold, silver and pearls; but they 
do not like our money, and esteem it no better than iron. I 
once showed one or their chiefs a rix-dollar; he asked how 
much it was worth among the Christians; and when I told him, 
he laughed exceedingly at us, saying we were fools to value a 
piece of iron so highly; and if he had such money, he would 
throw it into the river. They place their dead upright in holes, 

• Rens.~laerswy(·k. I The ,ehepel was about three pecka. 
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and do not lay them down, and then they throw some trees 
and wood on the grave, or enclose it with palisades. They 
have their set times for going to catc~ fish, bears, panthers, 
beavers and eels. In the' spring, they catch vast quantities of 
shad and lampreys, which are exceedingly large here; they lay 
them on the bark of trees in the BUD, and dry them thoroughly 
hard, and then put them in notaaten, or bags, which they plait 
from hemp which grows wild here, and keep the fish till winter. 
When their com is ripe, they take it from the ears, open deep 
pits, and preserve it in these the whole winter. They can also 
make nets and seines in their fashion; and when they want 
to fish with seines, ten or twelve men will go together and help 
each other, all of whom own the seine in common. 

They are entire strangers to all religion, but they have a 
'l'luJrmahij01.UJllf/on, (whom they also otherwise call Athzoock· 
Icuatmiaho,) that is, a Genius, whom they esteem in the place 
of God; but they do not serve him or make offerings to him. 
They wol'Bhip and present offerings to the Devil, whom they 
call oe.kon, or Aireakuoni. If they have any bad luck in war, 
they catch a bear, which they cut in pieces, and roast, and that 
they offer up to their Aireskuoni, saying in substance, the 
following words: "Ohl great and mighty Airesltdoni, we 
confeal that we have offended against thee, inasmuch as we 
have not kiUed and eaten our captive enemies;-forgive us 
this. We promise that we will kill and eat all the captives 
~c shall herearter take as certa.inly as we have killed, and now 
eat this bear." .l\lso when the weather is very hot, and there 
comes a cooling breeze, they cry out directly, ABoron'U8i, 
aBoron:usi, Ot8kon aworouhsi reinnuh4; that is, II I thank thee, 
I thank thee, devil, I thank thee, little uncle I " If they are sick, 
or have a pain or soreness anywhere in their limbs, and I ask 
them what ails them they say that the Devil sits in their body, 
or in the sore places, and bites them there; so that they at
tribute to the Devil at once the accidents which befall them; 
they have otherwise no religion. When we pray they laugh 
at us. Some of them despise it entirely; and some, when we 
tell them what we do when we pray, stand astonished. When 
we deliver a sermon, sometimes ten or twelve of them, more or 
less, will attend, each having a long tobacco pipe, made by him· 
self, in his mouth, and will stand awhile and look, and after-
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wards ask me what I am doing and what I want, that I stand 
there alone anti make AO many words, while none of the rest 
may speuk. I t£·ll them that I am admonishing the Christians, 
that they must lIut steal, nur commit lewdness, nor get drunk, 
nor commit murder, and that they too ought not to do these 
things; and that I intend in process of time to preach the 
same to them and come to them in their own country and 
castles (about three days' journey from here, further inland), 
when I am acquainted with their language. Then they say 
I do weH to teach the Christians; but immediately add, 
Diatennon jawij Assirioni, hagiouisk, that is, "Why do so 
many ChristianH do these things?" They call us As8irioni, 
thut is, cloth-makers, or Charistooni, that is, iron-workers, 
because our people first brought cloth and iron among them. 

They will not come into a house where there is a men
struous woman, nor eat with her. No woman may touch 
their snares with which they catch deer, for they say the deer 
can scent it. 

The other day an old woman came to our house, and told 
my people that her forefathers had told her "that Tharonhij
Jagon, that is, Goo, once went out walking with his brother, and 
a dispute arose between them, and God killed his brother." I 
suppose this fable took its rise from Cain and Abel. They 
have a droll theory of the Creation, for they think that a 
pregnant woman fell down from heaven, and that a tortoise, 
(tortoises are plenty and large here, in this country, two, three 
and four feet long, some with two heads, very mischievous and 
addicted to biting) took this pregnant woman on its back, 
because every place was covered with water; and that the 
woman sat upon the tortoise, groped with her hands in the 
water, and scraped together some of the earth, whence it 
finally happened that the earth was raised above the water. 
They think that there are more worlds than one, and that we 
came from anotll('r world. 

The Mohawk Indians are divided into three tribes, which 
are called Ochkari, A naware, Oknaho, that is, the Bear, the 
Tortoise and the Wolf. Of these, the Tortoise is the greatest 
and most prominent; and they boast that they are the 
oldest descendants of the woman before mentioned. These 
have made a furt of palisades, and they call their castle 

~. , 
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A~.l Those of the Bear are the next to these, and their cas
tle is called by them Banagiro.' The last are a progeny of these, 
and their castle is called T/lmondiogO.' '£hese Indian tribes each 
carry the beast after which they are named Cas the anna in 
their banner) when they go to war against their enemies, and 
thia is done 88 well for the terror of their enemies, as for a sign 
of their own bravery. Lately one of their chiefs came to me 
and presented me with a beaver, an otter, and some cloth he 
had &tolen from the French, which I must accept asa token of 
good fellowship. When he opened his budget he had in it a 
dried head of a bear;, with grinning teeth. I ~ed him what 
that meant? He answered me that he Fastened it upon his 
left shoulder by the side of his head, and that then he was the 
devil, who cared for nothing, and did not fear any thi~g. 

The government among them consists of the oldest, the most 
intelligent, the most eloquent and most warlike men. These 
commonly resolve, and then the young and warlike- men exe
cute. But if the common people do not approve of tlie resolu
tion, it is left entirely to the judgment of the mob. The chiefs 
are generally the poorest among them, for instead of their 
receiving from the common people as among Christians, they 
are obliged to give to the mob; especially when anyone is 
killed in war, they give great presents to the next of kin of the 
deceased; and if they take any prisoners they present them 
to that family of which one has been killed, and the prisoner is 
then adopted by the family into the place of the deceased 
person. There is no punishment here for murder and other 
villainies, but every one is his own avenger. The friends of the 
deceased revenge themselves upon the murderer until peace is 
made by presents to the next of kin. But although they are 80 

cruel, and live without laws or any punishments for evil doers, 
yet there are not half so many villainies or murders mmitted 
amongst them as amongst Christians i so that I 0 ntimes 
think with astonishment upon all the murders com ted in 
the Fatherland, notwithstanding their severe laws an heavy 
penalties. These Indians, though they live without ws, or 
fear of punishment, do not (at least, they very seld m) kill 

• Auereawe appears on Van der Donek', map on the north side 01 the Mohawk 
River, not far up. . 

• Kanagiro; see p. ]42, .uprG. • See p. 145, , .. pro. 
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people, unleB8 it may be in a great p888ion, or a hand-to-hand 
fight. Wherefore we go wholly unconcerned along with the 
Indians a.nd meet each other an hour's walk oft' in the woods, 
without doing any harm to one another. 

JOHANNES MEGAP01.EN818. 
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Th· issue's translation comes from legal papers at the archives in Amhem. It concerns the suit between Brant van Slichtenhorst, former 
dir::tor of Rensselaerswijck, and the guardians of the patroon. Slichtenhon's stormy tenure as direct~ of the '~colonie" (1648-:1652) 

lminated in the establishment of Beverwijck and his expUlsion from New Netherland. After reluing to hIS estate near N1Jlterk, 
~~. htenhorst allempted to settle a claim for II 5,000 against the patroonship. A major factor in his claim was the expenses incurred rrom 
~~eJations with the MfUluaes [Mohawks). The following deposition paints a picture of a Dutch village essentially under occupation by 
me native Americans II'Id a director struggling with the clash of two cultures: 

I 'A fhereas the cruel. barbaric Indians. called the 
V V Maquaes, not only receive tribute annually 
from other nations situated 70 (Dutch) miles around 
them and the colony but also summon them to war 
to go fight with them against their enemies the 
French Christians and Indians who live in Canada. 
There they carried on a very cruel and inhuman war 
against one another in 1648. 1649, 1650 and 1651. 
The sad experiences produced by it is evident, as 
also can be seen from the Indians' proposal. 

3 front to back; and as one party left another took its 
place throughout the year. 

Thus the field commanders often were so bold 
as to go sit at the table of their own accOId and take 
food and drink, dividing it among themselves as 
long as it lasted. I even had to guard against their 
taking meat and bacon from the garret, although this 
was done mostly surreptitiously. 

And when the commanders had been well enter
tained for some days, we then had to provide them 
with com, beans, peas, an axe, an awl. a breechcloth 
or a pair of stockings. And if we were slow about it, 
then they claimed that they had to fight for us 
Christians. and that it was necessary to provide them 
with every weapon: guns, powder, lead and every 
other necessity, as the French do for their Indians
this can be seen in their proposal. 

Also. that the Christians occupied their land that 
they had conquered from the Mahikanders by the 
sword; and that they let us Christians live there, so 
that you had to accommodate them in every way or 
the Christians might just as well go back over the 
great water. 

And if you did not accede to their foul wishes 
and demands, then they openly dared to tlueaten to 
kill the horses, cattle and hogs; even the Christians, 
as the director also experienced in his house and 
outside at various times. 

2 Funhermore, it was often the case that the field 
commanders of the Maquaes came into the colony, 
which lies between them, and summoned the other 
nations to appear there. The patroon's house was 
their meeting place because those of the fon and the 
3 small houses, which were then in the settlement 
[bijeenwoninghe, i.e., north of Fon Orange] could 
or would not offer lodgings, therefore they sent all 
of them to the patroon' s; also the sick and wounded. 
As a result the entire house was full of Indians from 

1.(. These campaigns lasted from spring to autumn, 
until we received news that the French Christians 
and Indians had killed and taken prisoner 5 to 600 
Maquaes at the great lake [Lake Erie?]; so many that 
there were few left in the first and second castles of 
the Maquaes. 

After this defeat the Maquaes continued from 
time to time to be a great annoyance to the French 
and their Indians. As a result we had to witness daily 
great SOlTOW. And when they terrorized French 
Christians by cutting off limbs, burning. and bring
ing them to the verge of death. our Christians had to 
give the Maquaes large amounts of money in order 
to keep them alive. Also, whenever the Maquaes 
commanders went out to collect their annual tribute 
from their nations at various times each year, they 
usually ·came to the patroon's house, as they went 
out and returned, to· take up lodgings for several 
days. 

In addition, many young toughs and ruffians of 
every nation ran around daily, doing the most 
damage by killing cattle and hogs, and often daring 
to say openly to me, "Give us bacon and meat or we 
will kill the cattle and hogs." Once they killed two 
big fat hogs for Slichtenhorst and ate them up among 
themselves, so that Slichtenhorst only got the head 
of one of the hogs. 



Lesson 4 

Objectives 

I. Students will be able to 
distinguish between 
objective and subjective 
information. 

2. Students will be more 
familiar with the outlook 
of the 17th- century 
settlers on the natives. 

Activities 

I. In groups, have the students read and analyze various 
fragments of the description of the Indians by Van der 
Donck. Have them prepare some kind of presentation (of 
their choosing) about the reading (for example, a drawing, 
sketch, skit, written/spoken report). 

Group I: Describe the looks of an Indian, according to 
Van der Donck. You can draw and pai nt the person, 
add written information, etc. Which matters are 
objective, which are subjective? 

Group II: Give a description of the different nations and 
languages of the natives, according to Van der 
Donck. You could locate them on a map. 

Group III: How does Van der Donck describe the 
character and the pastimes of the Indians? 

Group IV: Describe the religion of the Indians. What do 
they think about Christianity according to Van .der 
Donck? 

(Continued on next page) 

Resources 

1. A. van der Donck, a 
Description of New 
Netherland, 
(Amsterdam, ) 656), 
Goedhuys translation 
(1992), 89-118; 
Thomas F. O' Donnel, 
ed., Jeremias Johnson, 
trans., (Syracuse 
University Press, 
1968), 102-109. 
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Vande feeden .. en·ong~meen·e eygJ1en ... 
{chappeD dc:.r oor( proDkelijcke In gepoolnc. . 

in·Nieuw Nederlandt. 

Hare g~daeDtedcr Iich2men endc'Waerom men 
_ de [cl ve Wila'4nl1ocmpt_ 

H· ebftmbenu fllJ,tdDdlgefWDoilin baa~ faG beet tit IcI~£ntDcflat balt°
. get ~b noobflJatfltm (;ill bctmdJe be pOne mattt 30nb}a gebol; te 

anbdGl{ ~an ben • ext lIcft"clt_ OG~fpJollhdtikc. ~ngbcbooJnr/op bat 

Of The Manners And Extraordinary Qualities Of The 

Original Natives Of New Netherland 

Their Bodily Shape, And Why They Are Called Savages 

Having briefly spoken of the attributes of the land as 

far as needful, it will also be worthwhile to treat in the 



following ot the nature ot its original natives, so that when 

the Christians Shall have multiplied there, and the savages 

melted away, we may not ~ffer the regret that their manners 

and customs have likewise passed from memory. 

In figure, build and shape of the body,· both men and 
l 

women are equal to the average and well-proportioned sort here 

in the Netherlands. In height, and as between height or weight 

. and. girth they vary as elsewhere, the one less, the other more, 

and seldom deviate from the average. Their limbs are nimble 

and supple, and they can run prodigiously with striking 

stamina, carrying big and heavy packs with them. They are very 

good at voluntary physical exercise when so inclined, but 

quite averse --chiefly the menfolk-- to heavy sustained 

labor of a slavish type. They arrange all their tasks and 

affairs accordingly, so that the7 will not need to do or /53/ 

work much. 

Congenital defects and deformities are very seldom seen 

amongst them, and in all my time in that country I never 

encountered more than one who was born with L"l unsound body. 

Cripples, hunchbacks or other~ise misshapen persons are so 

rarely seen that one may in truth sq that such do not exist 

there, and if one does· occasionally observe a maimed or infirm 

individual, it will appear upon inquiry that the defect 

re~lted from an accident or was inflicted in war. All are 

slender and clean-limbed, and none is particularly heavy t fat 

or gross. Although generally speaking nature has not endowed 

them with surpassing wisdom, and they must develop t~eir best 

judgment without formal training, yet one finds no fools, 



madmen, maniacs or lunatics among them. 30th men a.~d women 

tend to be broad-~ouldered and slim-waisted. The hair of the 

head, before £t is changed by old age, is always jet-black, 

quite sleek and uncurled, and almost as coarse as a horse's 

tail. ~ other color or kind of hfir they regard as 

conspicuously ugly. On the chest, under the. arms, and on the 

chin and the private parts of the body they have no or very 

little hair; any hair that does come up sparsely in the said 

places they pluck out at the root. It rarely regrows, other 

than on old men, some of whom are a little stubbly here and 

there around the chin. All, men and women alike, have fine 

faces with black-brown eyes ~~d snow-white teeth. Purblind or 

cross-eyed persons are very seldom found amongst them. Of 

those born blind I have never heard or been told, and they 

seldom lose their sight by accident. I have knO\vn of only one 

with cataracts on both eyes, whom smallpox had left blind. In 

great old age their sight fails, but not as early as in this 

country. 

The hue or color of their bodies is generally not as 

white as ours, though some quite fair-skinned ones are to be 

found, and most are born white. The rest tend towards a 

yellowish complexion like the Gypsies or heathens who roam 

through our country, or like the country folk who are much in 

the open, as they are, without guarding against the sun and 

air. Their yello~ess is no fault of nature, but only an 

acquired feature due to the heat of the sun which.burns more 

powerfully than in this country. Passed from generation to 

generation, the effect is ~ll the stronger. Despite the 



yellowness they all share, some more than others, one finds 

many handsome and graceful persons and faces among both men 

and women. It is true that at first sight they .appear somewhat 

strange to our people, because color, speech, and dress are so 

different, but for those who associate with them "frequently 

the strangeness soon passes. And it seems that their womenfolk 

have an attractive grace about them, for several Dutchmen, ere 

many Dutch women were to be had there, became infatuated with 

them. Their countenance and facial features are as theirs and 

. as varied as in this country, seldom strikingly beautiful and 

even more rarely very ugly /54/, and if they were instructed 

as our women are they would no doubt differ little from them, 

if at all. 

The original natives of that country --for there are 

now also many natives not originally from there, but Christians 

born of Christians-- were all called savages by our people as 

a general appellation, though they are divided into many 

different tribes. That name, as far as can be ascertained, was 

given them from the first and i"s quite appropriate for a 

number of reasons. Pirst, on account of religion, because they 

have none or so little as to be Virtually in a state of nature. 

Second, as regards marriage and in the reco"gnition of landed 

property they deviate so far from the general laws that they 

may well be called savage, because they act in those matters 

almost at will. Third, as the Christians, to set themselves 

apart, give foreign nations the names of Turks or Mamelukes 

or "Barbarians since the term heathen is too general and little 

used abroad, they did not wish to include the American natives 
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in that'term either. Similarly, the terms black and white are 

customary among those who have business overseas, to distinguish 

the Negroes from our and similar nations, but neither of those 

names quite fitted the Americans, who tend towards the olive

colored. Therefore our people o~ the spur of the moment rather 

with forethought, it may be supposed, celled them savages, as 

the first name that occurred to them. And since the first 

opinion of women and the uneducated is best, it seems 

appropriate that they be called savages, because they are 

quite wild and are strangers to the Christian religion. 

/67/ Of The Different Nations And Languages 

The variety of nations, tribes, and languages in that 

part of the world is as great as in Europe. Those of one tribe 

or nation tend to keep together ~~d have a particular chief 



and their own form of government. There are also higher chiefs, 

to whom the others ~bmit. All appear to have sprung from one 

original stock, however. They will not lightly marry into 

another tribe, for each is jealous of its strength and tries 

to increase its numbers. Just as tribes, settle~ents, and 

places have their chiefs, so haslevery house. He who is the 

most prominent and respectable of each ~ch community has the 

authority and eminence. Rank is established correspondingly, 

though not always observed in practice. 

Their languages are very diverse ~d differ as much from 

one another as Dutch, French, Greek, and Latin. Declension 

an~ conjugation resemble those in Greek, for they, like the 

Greeks, have duals in their nouns and even augments in their 

verbs. To render their speech in one or other 3uropean 

language is impossible, and they have no taste or inclination 

for it. Until one make the effort to learn their language he 

understands as little of it as if he heard a dog bark. Some 

omit to sound the letter R in their language, but others 

voice it so often that they hardly utter a syllable without 

it. Apart from that. the pronunCiation varies little, and 

they can mostly understand each other. 

Their languages can" conveniently be divided into four 

main groups. Though there are appreciable differences between 

them, the speakers readily manage to communicate. The divisions 

are: Manhattans, SUsquehannocks, Shawnees, and Wappingers. 

By Manhattans are meant those living in that part (Manhattan), 

along the North River, on Long Island, in Navesink, Achtercol+, 

etc. The ~squehannocks are those living far inl~~d, like the 

+A settlement on the F~ckensack River behind the Palisades 
in New Jersey. 



LIohawks a.."ld the Senecas. 'rhe Sha\vnees live to the southward, 

and the ila:ppingers reside northeast of us. 

The Indian languages are ~ery seldom learnt fully and 

perf~ctlY by. our people, though some, by conversing in those 

tongues over an extended period, have reached a point where 

they can understand and say eVerything. Not being learned men, 

however, they are unable to teach others or set out the 

principles of the language. 

The Innate aharacter And The Pastimes Of The Indians 

The Indians are notably melancholy, u."laffected, calm, and 

of few words. If a few have a different disposition, that does 

not upset the general rule. The little they do s~ is long 

considered, slowly spoken, and long remembered. When buying, 

trading or having other business they say no more than is 

necessary. For the rest they speak of nothing very worthwhile 

other then concerns their hunting, fishing, and warfare, though 

the young men will chat to each other about the girls. While 

not given to gross lies, they are not very careful of the 

truth or in keeping their word either. CUrsing, swearing, and 

scolding are foreign to them, unless they learned it by mixing 

with our people. Surpassing wisdom and outstanding intelligence 

are not encountered among them, merely a reasonable knowledge , 
based on experience. Nor are they keen to learn or diligent 

in that respect. Good and evil they are quick to recognize. 

By themselves they are simple and ignorant, but when they 

have spent some time among our people they become ~uite clever 
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and trained for everything. They are dirty, sloven~, and 

careless, with all the faults arising from it; also most 

vengeful and headstrong, and unconcerned at facing death if 

it comes to that. They scorn any pain inflicted on them and 

take pride in singing until they succumb. Avarice and begging 

are in their nature, and they must not be entrusted with too 

much, or they tend to become thievish. Yet they are by no 

means upset when refused even a trifling request. Strong~ 

independent, they do not tolerate domination. They resent 

being struck, unless they have done wrong, when /69/ they 

endure it passively. Delicacies in food and drink do not 

tempt them. Cold,. heat, hunger, and thirst they bear 

remarkably well, and they disregard hardship. 

From the :r.oungest age they swim like ducklings. Outdoors, 

they spend their time fishing, hunting, and making war; at 

home, they relax, snoke a pipe, frolic in the brook or·play 

with reeds, which is to them as keeping co:npany and card 

playing are with us. Grown old, they knot fishillg nets and 

carve wooden bowls and spoons. The men do no regular work; 

such work as needs to be done falls to the women. 
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01 their Religion, and Whether They Can Be Brought Over to 
the Christian Faith 

The natives are all heathen and without any religious 
devotions. Idols are neither known nor worshipped among 
them. When they take an oath they swear by the sun, which, 
they say, sees all things. They think much of the moon, and 
believe it has great influence over vegetation. Although they 
know all the planets from the other stars, by appropriate 
names, still they pay no idolatrous worship to the same, yet 
by the planets and other signs they are somewhat weather
wise. The offering up of prayers, or the making of any 
distinction between days, or any matter of the kind, is 
unknown among them. They neither know or say any thing 
of God; but they possess great fear of the devil, who they 
believe causes diseases, and does them much injury. When 
they go on a hunting or fishing excursion they usually cast a 
part of what is first taken into the fire, without using any 
ceremony on the occasion, then saying, "stay thou devil, eat 
thou that."· They love to hear us speak of God and of our 
religion, and are very attentive and still during divine service 
and prayers, and apparently are inclined to devotion; but in 
truth they know nothing about it, and live without any 
religion, or without any inward or outward godly fear, nor do 
they know of any superstition or idolatry; they only follow 
the instilled laws of nature, therefore some suppose they can 
easily be brought to the knowledge and fear of God. Among 
some nations the word Sunday is known by the name of 
Kintowen. The oldest among them say that in former times 
the knowledge and fear of God had been known among them, 
and they remark, that since they can neither read nor write, 
in process of time the Sunday will be forgotten, and all 
knowledge of the same lost. Their old men, when we reason 
earnestly with them on the matter, seem to feel pensive or 

-The offering here said to be made to the devil Is certainly a gross act of 
superstition. -Trans. 
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sorrowful, but manifest no other emotions or a~itatilllls when 
we reprove them for bad conduct and reason with them on its 
impropriety. and say that there is a God in heaven ahove 
whom they offend, their common answer is, "We do not 
know that God, we have never seen him, we know not who 
he is-·if you know' him and fear him, as you say you do. how 
does it then happen that so many thieves, drunkards, and 
evil-doers are found among you. Certainly that God will 
punish you severely, because he has warned you to beware of 
those deeds, which he has never done to us. We know nothing 
about it, and therefore we do not deserve such punishment." 
Very seldom do they adopt our religion, nor have there been 
any political measures taken for their conversion. When their 
children are young some of them are frequently taken into 
our families for assistants, who are, according to opportunity. 
instructed in our religion, but as soon as they are grown up. 
and tum lovers and associate again with the Indians. they 
forget their religious impressions and adopt the Indian 
customs. The Jesuits have taken great pains .tnd trouble in 
Canada to convert the Indians to the Roman Church. and 
outwardly many profess that religion: but inasmuch as they 
are not well instructed in its fundamental principles. they fall 
off lightly and make sport of the subject and its doctrine. 

In the year 1639, when a certain merchant. who is still 
living with us. went into that country to trade with all Indian 
chief who spoke good French, after he had drank two or 
three glasses of wine, they began to converse on the subject 
of religion. The chief said that he had been instructed so far 
that he often said mass among the Indians. and that on a 
certain occasion the place where the altar stood caught fire by 
accident, and our people made preparations to put out the 
fire, which he forbade them to do. saying that God, who 
stands there, is almighty, and he will put out the fire himself; 
and we waited with great attention, but the fire continued till 
all was burned up, with your almighty God himself and with 
all the fine things about him. Since that time I have never 
held to that religion, but regard the sun and moon much 
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more, as being better than all your Gods are; for they warm 
the earth and cause the fruits to grow, when your lovely Gods 
cannot preserve themselves from the fire. In the whole 
country I know no more than one Indian who is firm in his 
religious profession, nor can any change be expected among 
them. as long as matters are permitted to remain as 
heretofore. If they are to be brought over to the Christian 
faith, then the public hand must be extended to them and 
continued; we must establish good schools at convenient 
places among them, for the instruction of their children; let 
them learn to write our catechism, and let them be thor
oughly instructed in the funadmental principles of our 
religion, so that in process of time they may be enabled to 
instruct each other and become attached thereto. It certainly 
would be attended with some trouble and expense to the 
government, still. without such means and measures, it will be 
difficult to do any good among them. Our negligence on 
those matters is very reprehensible. for the Indians themselves 
say that they are very desirous to have their children 
instructed in our language and religion. 

Of their Hope After this Present Life 

It is a wonderful truth which affords strong evidence 
against unbelievers and free-thinking spirits that this barbarous 
wild race of people of whom we have treated should know 
that there is a distinction between the body and the soul, and 
believe. as they actually do, that the one is perishable and the 
other immortal. The soul. they say. is that spirit which directs 
all the actions of the body, and is the producing cause of all 
good and evil conduct. which, when the body dies, separates 
from it and removes to a place towards the south, where the 
climate is so fine that no covering against the cold will be 
necessary, and where the heat will never be troublesome. To 
this place the souls of all those who have been good and 
valuable in this life will go, where they will be satisfied and 
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have an abundance of good things. without any trouble or 
labour for the same, forever; and they who have heen bad in 
this life after death will go to another place. where Iheir 
condition will be directly contrary to the first; where they 
will never enjoy peace and contentment. as the good will do. 
But I have never been 'able rightly to discover whdher thl'Y 
believe the soul will be hereafter united to the bod y. I have. 
however. spoken with Christians who remark that they have 
heard them state such to be their belief. But they do not 
affirm to this fact. When they hear voices or noises in the 
woods at night, which frequently happens. and which. we 
believe. usually proceed from wild animals, but which Ihey 
declare, with fear and astonishment, are made by the wicked. 
the souls of whom are thus doomed to wander at night in the 
woods and solitary places for punishment in unhappy situa
tions. The Indians. because they fear those subjects. do not 
travel by night unless it be necessary, and then go in parties 
or companies; when they go alone they always carry a 
fire-brand with them, with which they believe they can keep 
off those evil spirits and prevent them from doing them any 
injury, which. they say, are always disposed to frighten them 
and do them wrong. They acknowledge also that the lioul 
proceeds from God, and that the same is his gift. This we 
sometimes learn from their old men of understanding. when 
an opportunity presents itself in conversation. and we proba
bly would discover more of them in relation to this matter if 
we did perfectly understand their languages. Among their 
common or young people we do not hear those spoken of. In 
this we still see the providence of God, who. by the common 
light of nature, has given to this people the knowledge that 
there is, after this life, a reward for the just, and a 
punishment for the unjust, which all mankind may expect. 

Of Their Knowledge of God and Their Fear of the DCI'i/s 

Although the original inhabitants of the New Netherlands 
be heathen and are unbelievers. they however believe and 
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acknowledge that there i~ a God in heaven from all eternity, 
who is almighty. But they say God is good, kind, and 
compassionate, who will not punish or do any injury to any 
person, and therefore takes no concern himself in the 
common affairs of the world, nor does he meddle with the 
same. except that he has ordered the devil to take care of 
those matters. For they say that all which happens to persons 
on the earth is ordered and directed by the devil as he 
pleases. God, the chief of all. who dwells in heaven, is much 
greater and higher than the devil, over whom he has power, 
but he will not meddle in, or trouble himself with, those 
concerns. 

When. on those subjects, we answer them conclusively that 
the devil is deceitful and wicked, they acknowledge it to be 
true, and that he to the extent of his powers directs such 
matters in the most wicked and injurious ways (wherein he 
takes pleasure). They say that all accidents, infirmities, and 
diseases. are sent and forced upon them by the devil, to 
whom they ascribe it by the common name, saying that the 
devil is in them, and is the cause of all their misfortunes and 
ailments. For instance, if they have any inward complaint, 
they say there is a devil in me; if they have a defect in arm or 
leg, foot, or hand, shoulder or in the head, they devote the TIl 
part. and say there is a devil in the same. And beca~se he is 
so unkind to them, they must, whether they be willing or 
not, fear him, and preserve his friendship, and sometimes (as 
before related) cast a piece to him into the fire. Where we 
refute those follies, by saying that God knows all things, and 
is almighty, and has a perfect knowledge of the devil, and 
observes his conduct, and will not permit him to rule over 
man, who is created in the image of God, and is the noblest 
part of the creation; nor will the devil be permitted to 
tyrannize over man, provided they will rightly confide and 
trust in God, and not withdraw from his commandments to 
do evil: then they repay us, with strange and fabulous replies, 
saying, "You lazy Dutchmen say so, and when we observe the 
matter outwardly it would appear to be true· what you say; 
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but in fact you do not understand the matter. That (;nJ, who 
is the highest good, almighty and gracious. and Lord of 
heaven and earth, in whom all power is, exists in heaven. hut 
not alone, and without pasttime; for he has tht'rr with him a 
goddess, a female person, the most beautiful CVl'r known amI 
beheld. With this goddess or beautiful person he is '0 ,",wh 
engrossed that the time is passed away and fort!otten, 
Meantime the devil plays the tyrant and does what he 
pleases." 

This belief and feeling is deeply impressed in them. lllHI 

when we with stronger reasons sift the subject and drive them 
from their positions, they fall into more abominable ahsurdi
ties, and like the dogs return to their vomit, and say they 
must serve the devil because he has the power to do them 
injuries. 

Their Opinions of the Creation, &c. 

From the young Indians who frequent our settlemcntc;. and 
continue somewhat wild, we cannot derive any certain 
information of their belief on these matters: but we must 
have recourse to their aged men of understanding when we 
desire to know their belief on these important subjects. 

It sometimes happens when we enter into a. curious :.1>1 

discourse with them that they ask us our opinions on the 
origin of man, and how they came to this country; and when 
we inform them in broken language of the creation of Adam, 
they cannot believe, or will not understand relative to their 
people and the negroes, on account of their great difference 
and the inequality of colour. According to their opinion the 
world was not created as described in the first and second 
chapters of the book of Genesis: but they say the world was 
before all mountains, men, and animals; that God then was 
with that beautiful woman, who now is with him, without 
knowing when or from whence they came; then was all water, 
or the water covered all: and they add that if there had heen 
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any eyes in being, there was nothing but water to be seen, 
and nothing else visible in every direction. 

It happened at this period, they say, that the before 
mentioned beautiful woman or goddess gradually descended 
from heaven, even into the water, gross or corpulent like a 
woman who apparently would bring forth more than one 
child. Having gradually settled into the water, she did not go 
under it; but immediately at the place where she descended 
some land appeared under her, whereon she remained sitting. 
This land increased, and in time became greater and dry 
around the place where she sat; like one who is placed on a 
bar, whereon the water is three or four feet deep, which by 
the ebbing of the tide becomes dry land. 

Thus they say and mean to be understood, it occurred with 
this descended goddess. And that the land became of greater 
extent around her, until its extent was unbounded to the 
sight, when vegetation appeared; and in time fruitful and 
unfruitful trees began to grow throughout the world as it now 
appears. Whether the world of which you speak originated at 
this time, we cannot say. 

At this period of time, when those things had taken place 
and were accomplished, this great person was overtaken in 
labour and brought forth three distinct and different crea
tures. The first was like a deer as those now are, the second 
like a bear, and the third like a wolf in every respect. The 
woman suckled those animals to maturity, and remained a 
considerable time upon the earth, cohabiting with those 
several animals, and bringing forth at every birth more than 
one of a different species and appearance; from which have 
originated and proceeded all the human beings, animals and 
creatures, of every description and species, as the same now 
are and appear; being propagated according to nature, each in 
their peculiar order, as the same are in succession continued. 

When all those subjects were brought to a state of 
perfection, and could continue, this common mother rejoiced 
greatly and ascended up to heaven, where she will continue to 
remain and dwell, enjoying pleasure, and subsist in goodness 
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and love, which her upper Lord will afford her. for which she 
is particularly desirous, and God also loves her supremely 
above all things. 

Here on the earth, in the meanwhile. the human !'I'ecies. 
and the animals after their kind, have multiplied and 
produced so many different creatures. and incrt:ased c:xceed
ingly. which every other thing that was created also does. liS 

the same at present is seen. Therefore it is at this time Ihat all 
mankind, wherever they be, are always born with the nature 
of one or the other of the aforesaid animals. They are timid 
and innocent like the deer; they are brave, n:vengeful. an,1 
just of hand, like the bear; or they are dcceit ful and 
bloodthirsty. like the wolves. Although their dispositions arc: 
apparently somewhat changed. this they attrihutc to the 
subtlety of men. who know how to conceal their wicked 
propensities. 

This. they say, is all they have learned from their falhl'rs on 
the subject of the Creation, which has been handed down to 
them. and which they believe to be true. And they .ultl if 
they had been able to write as you are. they would have 
transmitted and left us all the particulars on these matters. 
which they could not do. because they know not the ilrl of 
writing. 

Here, esteemed reader. you have all. both gcneral and 
particular, that was worth writing, concerning the manners. 
opinions, and acts of the Indians in the New Netherlands. 
which I could discover. and also which any of our Christians 
from the discovery of the country, could ascertain from them; 
and although much is fabulous and contrary to truth, I have 
nevertheless committed the same to writing. The more 
discerning (and I have heard some of them philosophizc on 
the matter) take a more extensive view. and have high 
speculations. and know, as we say. with Virgil. how to extr .. ct 
gold from the filth of Euvius.· 

.Prohably a misp~int for "nnil"'. But Virgil does not mention his indehlrdne!l!l to 
Ennius. whom anolher Roman poet de8crihes a~ ingenio maximus. arlc ludis, .:d. 
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Lesson 5 

Objectives 

I. Students will be able to 
distinguish between objective 
and subjective information in 

. primary source materia1. 

2. Students wiJ) be able to compare 
information from various 
primary sources. 

3. Students will realize the 
importance of the meeting of 
two different cultures. 

Activities 

]. Have groups bring their presentations of the 
previous lesson. Each presentation can be used 
for a discussion about the previous lessons in 
which: 

a. Students Jist and compare the information 
about the Indians, provided by the 
different sources (do this on the 
blackboard). 

b. Students Jist the ideas Indians may have 
had about the invading people. 

c. Students list the various new items the two 
different cultures became familiar with in 
these early encounters. 

Resources 

I. Texts used in the 
previous lessons. 

2. Notes made in previous 
lessons. 

3. Among the many other 
sources offering more 
lesson materials are, for 
example: 

a. Charles T. 
Gehring and 
William A. Starna, 
A Journey into 
Mohawk and 
Oneida Country, 
1634-1635, The 
Journal of Harmen 
M eynde rtsz van 
den Bogaert, 
Syracuse 
University Press, 
1988. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Lesson 5 (continued) 

Objectives Activities Resources 

b. Franklin Jameson, Narratives 
of New Netherland, Notes by 
David Pietersz de Vries, p. 
224-234. Massacre. 

c. Ecclesiastical records, vol. I: 
534-535; Massacre described 
by Minister 810m. 

d. The Fort Orange Court 
Minutes, 1652-1660, CharJes 
T. Gehring, trans. and ed., 
(Syracuse University Press, 
1990) offer throughout the 
volume incidents of Dutch
Indian contacts, such as 
meetings at the Indian castles, 
incidents of trading. 

4. Recommended background material 
on the Indians is The Handbook of 
the North American Indians, 
WiJJiam C. Sturtevant, general 
editor; Bruce G. Trigger, volume 
editor, (Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington 1978) vol. XV, the 
Northeast. . 
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