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From the Old World to the New:
 
Using Primary Sources in the 7th Grade Classroom
 

This set of lessons has two goals. First, the 
grant money from the Local Government Records . 
Management, Division of the State Archives, was 
to be used to make primary sources available and 
usable in the seventh grade classroom. We want 
to make teachers and students aware of the fact 
that, when it comes to colonial history, sources 
often are in the language of the colonizing father­
land - in this case, Dutch. Translations of the 
original sources are used in these lesson series. 
Besides being aware of the fact that a translation 
always isa first interpretation, theuser should also 
realize thatmuch information can be read between 
thelines. Furthermore, theuse ofanEnglish-Dutch 
and Dutch-English dictionary is strongly recom­
mended. 

A second goal is to bring this 17th-century 
society and its inhabitants closer to thestudents so 
that theyare more able to understand and identify 
with these people. Between 1624 and 1664 the 
Dutch established a society in which various fea­
tures of the Dutch Republic areeasy to recognize. 
This culture was the basis for parts of the Middle­
Atlantic colonies of New York, New Jersey and 
Delaware. Thepersistance of Dutch culture lasted, 
in many places, well into the 18th and early 19th 
centuries. 

Through the use of primary sources, students 
will discover the many unique aspects of Dutch 
culture andsociety in the New World. They will be 
able to see the everyday life of the Dutch as they 
quarreled, slandered, cared for each other, went 
about theirmany jobs in order to survive, and who 
brought along, in addition to the cultural baggage 
of theirhome country, such things as architecture, 
clothing, and eating customs. They had their own 
educational system and they were guided by the 
Dutch Reformed Church and the Roman-Dutch 
law. 

The students not only read and analyse the 
various documents, but are at the same time 
presented with the beginning of a story about 
Teunis, a boytheir own age. Byreading this story, 
and working on creative writing assignments in 
English classes, inorder tocomplete Teunis' story, 
they will be actively involved in this society. We 
hope that the students' remaining picture of the 
17th century Dutch colony will become a vivid and . 
interesting image to the students as well as their 
teachers. 

Mary F. Yencha 
lanny Venema 
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Unit Objectives 
1. To present primary source materials so that they can be used as the basis for a story. 
2.	 To enable students to identify with people in the Netherlands in the seventeenth century. 
3.	 To provide material that will allow students to practice reading documents and distill infonhation. 

Objectives Activities	 Resources
 
1. Students will have a 

better understanding of 
the Netherlands in the 
seventeenth century. 

2. Students will identify 
with a boy in the 
seventeenth century 
Amsterdam. 

1.	 Students read Teunis in the Dutch Republic. 

2. Students discuss story. 

a.	 Use paintings of seventeenth century 
Amsterdam scenes to make lists of 
what Teunis could have seen. 

b. Role play between characters in the 
story. 

3. Students read The Dutch in the Golden 
Century, and complete assignments. 

a.	 Students could do library research 
on some of the famous people listed 
and present their research to the 
class. (This is a possibility of 
cooperative assignment with art 
teacher.) 

b. Using map of the Netherlands locate: 

1) Area of Golden Century. 

2) Areas where Eighty years War 
was fought. 

c.	 Discuss the "polder" system of 
creating the Netherlands. 

1.	 Story Teunis in the Dutch Republic. 

2.	 Text The Dutch in the Golden Centur y 
3. Map of the Netherlands (Milliken 

Publishing Co. is a possible source.) 
4. Copies andlor books of seventeenth 

century paintings and drawings. 

Some art books: 
Masters of seventeenth Century Dutch Genre 
Painting, Philadelphia Museum of Art, 1984. 

The Golden Age: Dutch Painters of the 
seventeenth Century, Bob Haak (Harry N. 
Abrams, Inc., Publishers, New York, 1984). 
Jan Steen, (London, John Lane the Bodley 
Head Limited, first published in 1927). 

Bruegel; the Paintings, (complete edition by 
F. Grossman, London Phaidon Press, 1955, 
1966). 
Images ofa Golden Past: Dutch Genre 
Painting ofthe 17th Century (Abbeville 
Press Publishers, New York, 1984). 

Adriaen vander Venne (children's games) 
Rien Poortvliet, Daily Life in Holland in the 
Year 1566 



Teunis in the Dutch Rep_ub_i'_c _
 

Thesunwasshining andtheairwasfilledwithspring, butTeunis 
didnotnoticerrochof It.Withhisheaddown, hewandered through the 
narrowstreets of the city, until he was at the harbor. All the time the 
harbordrew him like a magnet, as if it were calling him. His thoughts 
went backto earlierthat morning: Master Jan hadbeenin such a bad 
mood. Everything Teunis did was wrong, according to him: the fire 
Teunis had built was wrong; he did not hold the hammer well in his 
hand... ·You will never become a good blacksmith!" Master Jan had 
growled at him, ·you, and your dreams about the sea you're always 
talkingaboutl Drown, that is what 'IIhappen to you.You'll drown, just 
like your fatherdid. Youbetterpay attention and leam howto keepa 
goodfire and howto handle the hammerl Then at leastyouknowthat 
you will havean honest anddecent living in the future'­

Growling and muttering Master Jan continued his work. And 
Teunis? Teunis' thoughts had made a longtrip: instead of a hammer 
and a anvil, he saw wild waves, bright colors and palm trees from 
faraway countries. Countries about which his father had told him so 
moen. Strange people withcolors on theirfaces, dancing to thebeatof 
drums...Unknown animals andbirdswithbrilliant feathers...Butnobody 
wanted a fourteen yearoldboyworking ontheir ship:·Hana,you, tittle 
boy? You better come back when you are sixteen'- was the usual 
answer to his begging for work on one of the big ships in the harbor. 
Even on thewhalers theydid notwanthim.Oh, andnowhe stillhadto 
workfor two years withthisoldgrumplTheold grumphadnoticed that 
Teunis was dreaming again, and hollered, outraged: -Lookwhat you 
havedone, youforgotthe bellows, yourascall Thefire is outl" Holding 
the hammerhighup intheairheslowly approached theboy.-Iwillteach 
you how to workl- But Teunis had jumped aside, and ran out of the 
smithy, into the fresh spring day. And there he was, run away from 
MasterJan for the umpteenth time, wandering again in the harbor... 
-Youdarned boyll'lI talkto yourmotherandwewill break theoontractll 
Icangetbetterapprentices thanyouI"werethelastwordshehadheard 
MasterJancall. 

Teunis' headwaslowered andhedidnotnotice howbrilliantly the 
goldweathervane on skipperKees' house glaredin the sunshine, and 
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howprettythe stepgables were, andthatMrsVinkhadputoutside the 
first geraniums again... What would his mothersay, nowthat Master 
Janwasgoingtotalkwithher?AllTeunis couldthinkofwasherworried 
face,whichhadgainedso manywrinkles and her hairthathadturned 
grey in the last four months... Would shecry? He had seen her a few 
timeswith tears in her eyes, but she always tried to hidethat from her 
children. 

About half a year ago his father had died because of the war 
against the British. The captain had personally come to their house 
later, andtold howbravehisfatherhadbeen andhowhehadgivenhis 
ownlife, in orderto savesomebody else. Arst therewasall the sorrow 
andthe grief, but nowthat he, his motherand his younger sisterand 
brotherhadbeoome usedtotheidea, another reality became more and 
moreapparent, andthatwasthe reality of money. There hadto befood 
on the table, and clothes were needed. Before, he had never even 
thought aboutthat;therewasalways plenty. Butnow...howthingshad 
changedI And now she would be so disapointed in him; Teunis, her 
oldestson,who hadpromised to helpher andto do hisbestto learna 
good trade... 

Inthe Dutch Republic manypeople became wealthy, some even 
verywealthy. The ships of thecountry wandered throughout theseven 
seas. Theyfetched grainandwoodaround theBaltic sea;wineandsalt 
around the Mediterranean. In the far East spices were obtained, in 
China, silk andin Africa, slaves. Trade wasthe mostimportant source 
of the prosperity of the country. Traders likeTeunis' fatherprovided a 
large part of Europe with all sortsof products. In the area around the 
Zaan a prosperous industrial areagrew.There was nice clean water 
andin this flatcountry thewindmade surethatthe millsof thesawmills 
were almost constantly turning. Many traders became wealthier and 
wealthier. Theyatewell,boughtbeautiful clothes, hadpaintings made 
andhadbeautiful houses built for them. Ofcourse that meant workfor 
many otherpeople: bakers, brewers, tailors, masons, carpenters...Also 
the farmers in Holland, Zeeland and Utrecht got the advantages from 
thisgrowing wealth:thecitypeople werewilling to paya goodpricefor 
theirproducts. 
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Butnot everybody was fortunate. Thewidow of a drowned sailor 
stillhadto findawayof taking careofherchildren, andanunemployed 
carpenter still had to figure out howto feedhis children. When people 
became poor all of a sudden, they had to rely on the charity of the 
wealthy, the towngovernment or thechurch. 

It seemed to Teunis that that was whatwasgoingto happen to 
hisfamily. Theywerefarfrompoor, buttheyalsowerenotverywealthy. 
Theyatewell, dressed well,andhe, and his brother andsisterhada 
good education. They were apprenticed and went to evening school 
where they learned howto read andwriteandcalculate. Teunis would 
soonhavestarted helping hisfatherin trade, butsuddenly allplansfell 
through. Thewarwith England hadmade himscared... 

Herealised thathewastheoldest of thechildren, andthathehad 
to do something, because the money dissapeared quickly. Theylived 
thesameway,onlyfatherdidnotcome backwitha salary.., Yesterday 
his mother and he had hada longtalk. He hadneverbefore seenher 
cry... 

"Hey, youthereIGetoutof theway,or helpusr A couple of large 
men rudely woke Teunis out of his dreams, and before he was even 
aware of it he found himself pushing some big barrels, and carrying 
some large chests. Themencertainly did notwaste anytimeor effortl 
Sweat poured off hisfaceafterjust a few minutes, but hedid notmind 
it a bit. He actually enjoyed itt And he helped; all afternoon he was 
carrying, pushing, rolling, running fromthewarehouse to thedockand 
he evenwentaboard the shipa fewtimes. Before heknewit, it started 
growing dark, and he realised that he should go home. His mother 
wouldnotknowwhere hewas, andbecome worried. He saidgoodbye 
to the men, andwenthome. 

Later, in bed thatnight, hecouldnotsleep. Master Janhadtalked 
withhismother, andtheyhadagreed thataftertomorrow Teunis would 
haveonemorechance to workin thesmithy. Mother hadnotcried, but 
shehadlooked so sadandsoworried... Teunis tossed andturned. He 
wasworried and felt sorryandyet... he hadso much enjoyed working 
withthose men. Theworkhedidnotmindthe leastbit. It actually made 
himfeelas if hewereimportant. Hehadhelped getting theworkdone, 
andwhenthe menhollered across the dock, he answered them, as if 
he were one of them, busygetting freight aboard the ship. Oh, if he 
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were only sixteen! When Teunis finally fell asleep, he dreamt about a 
newphase in his life. 

The next morning hegotup early, hadbreakfast withhismother, 
brother andsister andtold them that he wasgoingto the dockagain. 
His mother sawhis eyes: allexcited, andsmiled, sadly. 

Themenwere there. Hedidnotevenhaveto sayoneword, they 
welcomed him as if he were a friend. Again, Teunis worked all day. 
Without any protest, without complaints he did work that sometimes 
was almost too heavy for a boy his age. Toward the end of the 
afternoon, Comelis, oneof the men, put his handon his shoulder and 
looked at him: -Here boy, you deserve a reward; and he put two 
guilders in Teunis' hands. Teunis looked up,notbelieving whathesaw. 
Butheonlysawtwofriendly eyes anda smile. "Tell mesomething about 
yourself. Why wereyou sitting there, yesterday? You did not seem to 
be very happy." AndTeunis told howhis fatherhaddied,howhe had 
seen his mother cry, and how he hated the work in the smithy with 
Master Jan. -But I did notworkwith you in orderto earn money. It all 
happened sostrange, andIwashelping you,andI liked itl" "That I could 
seelYou looka lothappier since youhelped us. And besides, youare 
a good worker. We would not have been able to have all this done 
without yourhelp. But, tell me, do you know howto read and write?" 
AndTeunis toldhimabout his life,about hiseducation, andhowplans 
had fallen through, when his father died. -Maybe I can give you 
something to think about. Thisship: do you haveany ideawhere it is 
going to?"And Comelis toldhimthat it wouldgo to NewNetherland, a 
colony called Rensselaerswijck.· There are manyopportunities there 
for boys likeyou. Youare familiar with trade, andyoucan even write. 
You arealsowilling toworkhardI"AndTeunis listened toCornelistelling 
about many people who hadalready gonethere, hiredby thepatroon, 
andthey became wealthy. -And you knowfromwhat?Not from gold, 
or silveror spices, but frombeavers1YouknowTeunis, that is where 
thegold is; it is in the beaverl" 

Theystilltalked a while andwhenTeunis came home thatnight, 
his mother could see that something had changed. Something had 
come back on his face, an expression that had been gone since his 
father had died. And not only did she recognize the feature from 
Teunis's ownface;something reminded herof herlatehusband'S face. 
Of thedaysbefore he would getaboard the shipto sailout anddo his 
business at those faraway places.... 
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Teunis' mindwas made up:hewasgoing to findthe house of the 
patroon, andhewouldtell how strong hewas, andhowhardhecould 
work, and that he knew how to read and write and calculate... And 
Cornelis had told him, that he would help him, and tell how good a 
workerhe was: he was the kindof person the patroon would want to 
be in his colonyl 

So Teunis went to Master Jan, the next morning, and told him 
abouthisplans: -Youknow, Ineedtotalktothosepeople, totheskipper, 
to the helpers of the patroon - Master Jan,this is my bigchancel! Can 
I takethedayoffwithout having trouble withyou??" Master Janshook 
his head and looked at the boy. -You little rascal; do you realize how 
sad this will makeyour mother? Andhowdangerous this could be for 
you?" Buthesawthe expression onTeunis' face,andheknewthathis 
wordswouldhavenoinfluence. ·It's okayboy;youtakethattime;and 
if it does not work out you can still comeback here. But...rernember: 
thatwillbeyourlastchancel" Teunis looked surprised attheoldgrump, 
and then started smiling: ·Thank you MasterJanl Thank youl And I 
reallyapologize for theotherday,when I ranawayagainll should not 
havedonethat,but sometimes it is sodiffiCUlt... andthenit seems that 
I justhavetogoto theharborll can'thelpiU" -It'sallright boy,youbetter 
go anduseyourday well.Goodluckto you'" 

And Teunis walked, still surprised by the old grump, out of the 
smithyout into the sunshine, which hedid notice this time. It seemed 
to Teunis that this wasgoingto be hisdayof good luck. Theweather­
vaneon Skipper Kees'house reflected the sun, thestepgables looked 
sopretty..."Good day,Mrs.VinklYourgeraniums arebeautifull"Teunis 
said, when he walked by the bright red geraniums. And Mrs. Vink 
smiled, andthought: ·What a niceboy,thatTeunisl" 

And Teunis walked on, to the dock,and metwith Cornelis, who 
wasalready waiting for him.CorneRs hadmade appointments withthe 
skipper, andevenwiththepatroonl Heseemed evenmore excited than 
Teunis was: "Come on, Teunisl We have to hurry. The patroon is 
anxious to hire more people, butwe haveto meetwith him, before he 
hasalready enoughI I made the appointment at ten o'clockthis morn­
ing'"Together theywalkedthrough thenarrow streets along thecanals, 
wherebusinesswentonasusual:themaidswerescrubbing thestoops, 
or polishing the large brass door knobs. In the meantime they were 
calling jokesbackandforthto oneanother. Seagulls screamed above 
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thecanals, diving down for each piece of foodtheireyesspotted. Men 
were rolling wheelbarrows toward shipsin the canals, or earned bags 
ontheirbacks. Theyjokedwith each otherandall seemed to enjoy this 
nice spring day.Bakers puttheirbread outside, andanimportant-look­
ingmanstrode by,a walking stickinonehand, while heusedtheother 
hand for lifting his high black hat for all the servants: -Goodmoming 
Liesje, yourstooplooks as cleanas a mirrorl Goodmoming, Marietje, 
you polished thatdoorknobsowell that it is almost blinding mewhen 
the sunshines on itl" 

Yes, spring wasin theair,and Teunis breathed every littlepartof 
it in. -Doyou knowthe patroon, Comelis? Is he a nice man? Does he 
live in a big house?" Excited he rambled on andon, asking thousands 
ofquestions. "Ihe patroon's name is VanRensselaer. He livesin abig 
house on the Keizersgracht, andhe is a wealthy diamond merchant; 
Comelis started, -andwhenyou meet him youcan't talk like this. He 
will ask you things and you will have to answer him exactly to his 
questions; nomore. Heis averyprecise man, andwantsto knowmany 
details about you.Makesure youareverypolite, because he hasa lot 
of influence in thecity.Heis oneof themostpowerful menin the West 
IndiaCompanyl If he Is yourfriend, you will have morefriends." ·But 
whydoyouthinkhewould hireme?What would I have to do? Doyou 
thinkhewillhireme,Cornelis?" Comelis toldTeunis about thiswealthy 
man, who was not only a diamond merchant, but who also was very 
interested in agriculture. "Hehas large landholdings in Het Gooi,and 
he hirespeople to workthere. In America he alsoowns land, and he 
wants to do the same 'thing there as he does in Het Gooi. You see, 
many people wentoverto America forthebeaverskins, butMistervan 
Rensselaer seems to thinkthat theyneedto growgrainsand to have 
farmanimals thereto support the merchants. I thinkhe is right: if there 
arepeople theretheyneedto eat:theyneed togetbread, andin order 
to get that they need to grow grains and to transport them. So if you 
thinkabout it: a lotof people could go there, because there is a lot of 
workthat needs to be done." Teunis understood: ·Yes, andtheyneed 
beer, and they need houses, and shoes, and clothes... just about 
everything, rightCornelis? But,Comelis, aretherenopeople therewho 
could do that?" AndCornelis toldTeunis about thepeople in America: 
"They arenotlikeus,Teunis. Theyspeak adifferent language, andthey 
liveindifferent kindof houses. Theyalsodon'thave farms, likewedo, 
andtheyweardifferent clothes. Theyeatdifferent food.""What dothey 
look like, Cornelis, and what do they eat?" But Cornelis said: ·Okay 
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Teunis, we are almost there."While they were talking they hadcome 
at the Keizersgracht. "It is just a few houses further, number24. Now, 
do as I told youandbeverypolite. Don'taskquestions before hesays 
youcan.Now, get yourstockings straight andjustwalknexttome."Up 
the highstooptheywent. "Ready?" and Comelisrangthe largebrass 
doorbell. 

The sound of the door bell echoed in Teunis' head,and all of a 
sudden he became veryquiet.So this was the big moment! His heart 
was pounding. The door was opened by a servant, who seemed to 
recognize Comelis: "HelloComelis, howareyou? I assume you have 
an appointment with MistervanRensselaer?" Shenodded in a friendly 
wayatTeunis, whostood silentlynextto Comelis. "Why don'tyoucome 
in andwait in the hallway. I will let him know that you are here: They 
stoodthere waiting in the hall. Amazed Teunis looked around. Wow, 
this was a wealthy merchantI He himself lived in a narrow and long 
house at the Prinsengracht, but compared to this... This hallway was 
almostaswideas theirwholehouseI Impressed he looked at the large 
paintingson the wall, the standilJ9 clock in a comer, a beautiful inlaid 
wooden chestwithdrawers, the marble floor. Comelis laughed: "Okay 
boy; just be yourself, but at all times:be polite'" Teunis shrugged his 
shoulders, as if hewerecollecting all the courage hecouldfind. 

The door opened, andthe servant gir1 told themto follow herto 
Mistervan Rensselaer's stUdy. Whentheywalked in he sat there, in a 
largechair, behind a largedesk, and looked sharply at the boy: "So, 
you are Teunis and you want to go to my colony in America?" "Yes 
Mistervan Rensselaer: "Do you think you can do heavywork?" "Oh 
yes sir, I haveworked withMasterJanin hissmithy, and MasterJan... 
he makes you work sirl Real hardI" "And have you been on a ship 
before?" "Yessir,my fatherworked on DeMeeuwand took meon the 
shipmanytimesI" "Well, well;whydon't youbothsit downandtell me 
something aboutyourself." Teunis looked at Comelis, who nodded at 
him, encouragingly. "Tell Mister van Rensselaer what you told me, 
Teunisl" 

AndTeunistoldhowhisfatheralways wassoexcited about going 
to different countries, and how he had drowned; how Teunis then 
worked with MasterJan;but howhe hatedto workthere;andhowthe 
harboralwaysseemed to call him."I thinkI haveheardof yourfather's 
death. Wasn't he Pieter Davidsen, who sacrificed his life for an 

eighteen-year-old boy when the English attacked their ship? A very 
brave man, this man!" Despite the sadness about his father's death 
Teunis glowed with pride: "Yes sir, yes; he was very brave!" "Well, 
Teunis Pietersz, if you are as brave as your father, I think I would be 
gladto hireyou for my colony. In the beginning you will have to work 
for a farmerin the colony. but if youdo a goodjob, Iwillmakesurethat 
you will have chances to move up. Andonce in a while youcan also 
sendsomething backforyourmotherandyourUttle brotherandsister!" 

Teunis wasquiet.Hedidnotknowwhattosay.It allhadhappened 
so fast. He hadbeenso convinced that he was too young, and now... 
"The Ship that you helped loading. De Eendracht, is goingoverat the 
end of April. If you decide to go, therewill be place for you. I can hire 
you for four years and you will be paid forty guilders in the first year, 
fifty in the second year,sixtyin the thirdandseventy in thefourthyear. 
Afterthatyoucandecidewhat youwantto do,but thefirstcontract will 
be for four years. You will also receive a gratuity for the passage of 
twenty-five guilders and a pair of boots. You don't have to make a 
decision now; you first have to discuss it with your mother and your 
family. Letme knowwhat youdo by Tuesday nextweekand then we 
can signthe contracts, if youplanto go: 

Teunis could hardly believe it: the patroon had actually offered 
that he could gol Howcouldhethinkthat he mightnotwantto takethe 
offer?"Oh, but I don'thavetowaituntil...""Wellboy,that iswhat Iwant 
you to do. You should talk it over with your mother. Would you be 
interested in seeing amapoftheareawhere Rensselaerswijck is?"The 
patroon unfolded a large map drawn on parchment. It was certainly 
almost twoyardslonglActually themapconsisted of two pieces, sewn 
together in the middle. "This is a map· I had drawn from sketches by 
Philip Janszvan Haerlem, Albert Dieterick andCrijnFrederickse. See, 
this river is the North river, or the Mauritius river. This here is the fort 
the West IndiaCompany hadbuilthere,FortOrange. Thiswholearea 
• and he moved his hand overthe blackandwhitemap- is mycolony, 
which I named Rensselaerswijck. See,the nameis on it." Therewas 
much moreon the map, andTeunis readaloud that thereweremany 
deer, andturkeysandothersortsof birds, andthat the riverwas filled 
withallkindsoffish."You readverywell,Teunis; thatwillcomein handy, 
if you would decide to go to the colony. If you can write just as well, 
once in a whileyou couldsendme a report of howthingsaregoingin 
thecolony: 
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The morning went by, and when Comelis and Teunis walked 
downthe tall stairway of the stoopof Van Rensselaer's big merchant 
house, the world looked different to Teunis. He still sawhowbeautiful 
Amsterdam was, but at the horizon something new had appeared: a 
worldwithIndians trading theirbeavers, aworldwith mountains, alarge 
riverandmanymanycreeks, withdeerandturkeys in abundance, with 
manykindsof fish andwithallsortsof exotic fruitsandvegetables. No. 
Teunis did not haveto think about the offer. He knewwhat he hadto 
do. 

Andso it happened thatonApril25,1642, Teunis stepped aboard 
De Eendracht. His motherhadbeensad.but sheunderstood that this 
waswhatTeunishadto do.Sherealised thateventhough hewasonly 
fourteen yearsold, he knew whatthe decision wasthatwouldchange 
hiswhole life. Andthe OldGrump? TheOldGrumphadnotbeenvery 
grumpy at all: he had looked a littlesad, but two daysbeforethe ship 
wouldleave, hecametoTeuniswitha large, strongchest. -Here, Imade 
this for you. It is a seachest, sonowyoucanput yourbelongings in it 
andkeep them safe: 

At eight in the morning the ropes were loosened, the gangway 
was pulled in, and the shipseparated itself from the docl<. Among all 
thewavingandgoodbye-calling people, Teunis. through a mistof tears. 
only sawthree figures, which became smaller and smaller. He waved 
onemorelasttimeuntilhecouldnotseethemanymore. Theshipwould 
first go to the islandof Texel, and then, if the weather would be good: 
theywereoffl Offto the NewWorldl 
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Possibilities for somequestionsand assignmentswith the Teunis' 
story: 

1. Whydid Teunis not notice much of the spring, when hewent 
the first timeto the harbor? 

2. Describe whathad happened to Teunis' father. 
3. Who is MasterJan? Does Teunis like him?Whylwhy not? 
4. list threethings that Teunis couldhaveseenaround, whilehe 

waswandering to the harbor. 
[*possibilityof usingpaintings wilh seventeenth-century Amster­

damscenes to make listsofwhatelseTeuniscouldpossibly have seen; 
thiscould be donein combination with an art class] 

1. How could manypeople in the Dutch Republic have become 
verywealthy? Howdid manyearntheir money? Canyou explain how 
many different kinds of trades could have been influenced by this 
wealth? 

2.Teunis wasworriedabout money, allthough hisfatherhadhad 
goodworkasa trader. Thedeath ofhisfatherhadchanged Teunis' and 
his family's life completely. What is different between nowadays and 
the seventeenth century? 

3. Teunis andhis mother hada longtalk.Aboutwhatwould their 
conversation havebeen?[* Possibility for a roleplay] 

4. Howwas Teunis'schooling differentfrom yours? Do you see 
advantages in theone or the othersystem? 

* [Possibility for explanation of the apprenticeship-system. Could 
anticipate on later lessons on apprenticeships in Beverwijck. 

1. What happens to Teunis on the dock? 
2. What kind of work does he do? If you look at some of the 

drawings andpaintings, andyou realise that they were loading a ship 
to go to NewNetherland: list fivethings[kindsofwork]thatTeunis and 
the otherworkmen mayhavedoneaswell. 

* Possibility artclassandanalyzing Dutch 17th-century paintings. 
3. Whywould Teunis' mother have looked sad? 
4. DidTeunis' father like hiswork? Explain youranswer. 
* Possibility of a roleplayof people and activity at the sideof the 

Amsterdam canals. 
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1.Cornelis tellsTeunis about VanRensselaer. What kindof man 
was he? What do you learnabouthim?Listat leastfivethings. 

2.Cornelis tellsalsoa littlebitabout theNewWorld. Mention three 
thingsthat aredifferent fromthe waythings are in Amsterdam. 

3. Van Rensselaer's house was much broader than the house 
Teunislivedin. InAmsterdam prices of houses were dependent onthe 
width: more or less ships could lay in the canal before the house. 
Perhaps show pictures of some wealthy merchants' houses at the 
Keizersgracht andthe smalleronesat the Prinsengracht. 

Also a plan of Amsterdam could be used to show the ringsof 
canalsin thecity. 

1.The patroon remembered Teunis' father. Wasthat important? 
WhylWhy not? 

2. Van Renselaer tells about Rensselaerswijck. What do you 
leam aboutthiscolonyfrom hisconversation withTeunis? 

3. Whatis the offerhe makes Teunis? 
• [4. Possibility for a roleplay]. 
• [5.This1632mapstillexists. Therearepicturesofit,which could 

beusedin a lesson, offering possibiUties fora lesson onearlymapping. 
Original in NYSLibrary] 

• [1. Possibility of usingthe mapof theNetherlands: the boattrip 
from Amsterdam to Texel. Perhaps to combine withthe journals: could 
be a preparation for the following lessons on -Thejourneyover'1 

Unit I/lesson 1 

THE DUTCH AND THEIR GOLDEN CENTURY 

The 17thcentury in the Netherlands is called the Golden cen­
tury. Aswecouldreadin Teunis'sstory, a lot of money wasearned in 
that particular time period. But the seventeenth century deserves the 
name Goldennotjustforthe money: otherthings happened inthesmall 
country on the North Seaat thesametime.Besides trade, the artsand 
sciences reached unknown heights. Neverbeforehadthecountry had 
so manyfamous painters at the same time. Youmayalready knowthe 
names of some of them: Rembrandt. FransHats, Johannes Venneer. 
Butthereweremanyothers, for example Jan Steen, Pieterde Hooch, 
Adriaen vanderVenne, etc.Invarious museums allovertheworld their 
paintings can be admired. Over 2000 sea-going cargo ships sailed 
across the seas, andat a certaintimethe Dutch fleetwasgreaterthan 
the combined fleetsof England, France andScandinavia. 

Alsomanyauthorsbecamefamous. Manysettlers inNewNether­
landmayhaveoneor two books of JacobCatsin theirpossession. In 
hisworksCatstriedtoteach people usefulandintelligent matters; many 
people would own two books: the Bible and Cats's Trouringh (which 
means Wedding ring). Otherfamous poetsandauthorswereJoostvan 
denVondel, PieterCorneHsz HooftandBraderode. The lastone made 
many people laugh with his humorous plays about daily life of the 
common people. Can you think of a reason that these authors' fame 
remained limitedto the Netherlands and Flanders? 

Several people wereactivein the fieldof science: Willem Jansz 
Blaeu drewmapsthatwereof greatusefor the seamen. Anthonie van 
leeuwenhoek discovered that one could see that a drop of water 
contained all kind of organisms: he made the first lenses. He also 
discovered redbloodcellsandbacteries. Christiaan Huygens designed 
a clock(slingerklol<) whichmadethatpeoplecouldbetterreadthetime 
thaneverbefore. 

A STRANGE CASE? 

Thisgoldencentury wasa strange case;somuchwealth, power 
andskilled people in such a small country. Andthiscountry waseven 
at war for a largepartof thecentury. Therebellion against theSpanish 
king had started in 1568and lasteduntil 1648(the so calledeo-year 
war).Butevenafter1648itwasnotalways peace...TheBritish, jealous 
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of the prosperity in the Republic, forced the Dutch into a numberof 
seawars (1652-54; 1665-67/1672-74). Besides, in the Netherlands 
thingswereorganized very differently fromthosein theirneighboring 
countries. 

A SMALL COUNTRY 

A widthof about 100, and a lengthof 200 hundred miles; and in 
1625apopulation ofaround one-and-a-half million. Inrealitythegolden 
centurytookplaceinanevensmallerareathanwhatyouseeona map. 
Theeastern partofthecountrydidnotplayanimportant roleinit. Except 
in some cities andtowns,peoplewere not very wealthy in the country 
side. AlsoBrabantand limburg did not reallycount: theseareaswere 
conquered from the Spaniards and they were treated as conquered 
territory. Besides: people there were Roman Catholic and were not 
allowed to work for the state. The Dutch Reformed Church had these 
privileges. 

The real area where the Golden Century took place was in the 
West, between the cities of Alkmaar, Utrecht and Middelburg. Cities 
such as Amsterdam, Haarlem, Leiden, Delft, Oordrecht and Gouda 
were part of it. These were the places where the painters, poets, 
scientists and thewealthytraders lived. Thecitieswere important; not 
the countryside which was, in order to protect the cities, flooded at 
severaloccasions in the struggle against the Spaniards. 

A TIMEOF WAR 

A goldencentury in a country at war -that would be impossible 
in our time.ButawarInthe seventeenth century wasverydifferent from 
a20thcenturywar.Soldierscouldroamthrough cities, stealing, burning 
houses, etc.Butfor thecitiesin thewestern partof the Dutch Republic, 
war was mostof the time far away. A largepart of the war against the 
Spanish wasfoughtinthe provinces of Overijssel, Gelderland, Brabant 
andlimburg. In thoseareaspeopledidsufferfromthewar. In thedaily 
life of people in the western cities, it did not play such a big role as it 
did in the country side. 

Soldiers were not from Holland; they were hired. General con­
scription did not exist yet. Therewere enough poor Swiss, Walloons, 
Scotts, etc.willingto risktheir livesforpay.Alsotheofficerswereoften 

Unit I/Lesson 1 

foreigners: English, German, French noblemen who served in the 
Dutch army, for various reasons: adventure, poverty, etc. Thus the 
families in Holland did not have to feel the sadness about a family 
member fallen in the war. If, in the seventeenth century, a country 
wanted to have a good army, it needed money. The Dutch Republic 
hadplenty. 

At seait wasdifferent: although foreigners worked on the Dutch 
ships, the majority of sailors wereDutCh. Thecaptains wereoftenfrom 
Zeeland, Holland or Friesland. 

Thusthe citiesin the western part of the Republic were not hurt 
too much by the war. The only time things became problematic was 
when, because of the war, the tradecameto a long lasting standstill. 
Thantherewas nowork, andmanyfamiliessuffered poverty. 

THEREPUBLIC: DIFFERENT FROMOTHER COUNTRIES 

In Europe, most countries were monarchies. In their struggle 
against the Spanish king,however, the Dutch hadbecome a republic. 
Govemment of this republic was complicated: there were seven dif­
ferentstates, of which Holland was the most important. It paid58%of 
all taxes in the RepubUc. 

A numberof wealthy families in the towns were in charge; they 
weremembers of the vroedschap (literally: a council of wise fathers: a 
council of sages) and were also called regenten (regents). All Dutch 
townschosetheirrepresentatives in theStatesfortheir respective state 
(province). Alltownsin Holland, forinstance, hadrepresentatives in the 
States of Holland. These representatives in the states had a lastbrief 
(a leiter of Instructions/guidelines) from their town at meetings of the 
states. In this lastbriefwas writtenwhat theyweresupposed to do, but 
if something unexpected happened, they had to go back to the 
vroedschapof their town in orderto decidewhatto do (thiswascalled 
ruggespraa/(). This wasoften verytime consuming. 

For the States General of the Republic of the Seven United 
Netherlands the same procedure was applied. However complicated 
and time oonsuming this procedure may have been - in the most 
important decisions Holland's wishwas decisive (theybrought in most 
money). The most powerful man in the Republic was the raadpen­
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sionarisof Holland, thejudicial advisorof theStates of Holland. Agood 
one, likeJohan vanOldenbameveh or Johan deWitt acquired asmuch 
poweras the present minister-president, minister of finances andthe 
minister of foreign affairs, put together. In his position of raadperr 
sionaris he worked full time, onlyfor theStates of Holland. 

Another full time worker wasthe stadhouder. He wasa servant 
oftheStates, leaderofthesoldiers ofastate. Intheory every state could 
have haditsownstadhouder, butmostof thetimethere were onlytwo, 
one for Friesland and Groningen, andthe otherone for the fiveother 
states. The stadhouders of thefive states ((Maurits, Frederik Hendrik) 
were sons of Willem van Oranje (William of Orange, or William the 
Silent). Theotherstadhouderswere descendants of JanvanNassau, 
William's brother. The power of the stadhouder reached further than 
the command over army and fleet. The stadhoude/s right to appoint 
members of the vroedschapof a towndatedfrom thetimethathewas 
a replacement for the king,. Thushe hadinfluence in thecities, states 
andin theStatesGeneral. 

The Republic was different from other European countries: a 
republic instead ofa monarchy. Maybe government wasnotdemocratic 
(if a member of a vroedschap died, the next one was appointed by 
them), but a good number of people was allowed to help making 
decisions. Thiswasdifferent thaninotherEuropean countries. Andthis 
wasnotonlyin Amsterdam and DenHaag, butin Kampen, Enkhuizen, 
Hoom, Middelburg, Franeker and many other Dutch towns, the same 
procedure wasapplied. 

TOLERANCE 

IntheDutch Republic, according toseventeenth standards, much 
wasallowed; oftenmuch more than in othercountries. Tolerance was 
oneof thevirtues of theadministrators/governorsof thecountry. Hardly 
anybooks werebanned bythecensors, sothatbook printing business 
was doing very well. Many books, forbidden in France, for instance, 
reached the Dutch presses, andwerelatersmuggled back intoFrance. 
People, persecuted in their own country, often found a haven in the 
Republic. 

Ahhough theCalvinist ministers probably would have liked tostop 
activities from otherreligious denominations, the·others" (forinstance 
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Roman Catholics) werein most cases allowed to dowhattheywanted. 
Only - it wasnotsupposed to betooopen. Certainly notevery minister 
liked thistolerance; theyregarded people likeDescartes or Spinoza as 
dangerous people, who only would cause trouble (their ideas con­
tradicted theCalvinist doctrine). 

Buttolerance wasgood for science andalsofor trade. Thus the 
wealthy regenten were unwilling to botherpeople too much with dif­
ferent ways of thinking too much. The many strangers, i.e. Roman 
Catholics or Islamics, did not have to fear. Maybe they had to be 
somewhat careful, buttheywerenotpersecuted. 

CONCLUSION 

Questions remain. Many people inthe Republic became weahhy, 
and there are explanations. Andthe freedom wasof course good for 
artists and scientist. Buthowcould thesematters all at the same time 
reach such heights? Howin one particular timeperiod werethereso 
many brilliant people? Some questions remain. 

NB:partsof the textwerederived from Kqk op tijd, 2leerlingen­
boek. 

12 



Possibilities forquestions andassignments: 

1. After reading the whole text: mention three reasons why it is 
sucha strange case,this goldencenturyin the Dutch Republic. 

2. Alsolookat thefirstpageof thestoryabout Teunis in the Dutch 
Republic: how did people get so wealthy in the Dutch Republic? And 
whywas this good for manyothertradesmen? 

3. When was the Golden Century in the Dutch republic? 

4.* Could be an assignment for pairs: Of the famous people 
mentioned on page 1, choose two and using the library, art booksor 
encyclopedia, write half a pageabout each person for a presentation 
in class. If youcan findanotherfamous Dutchman fromthe sametime 
period, you mayalsowriteyour essayabouthirnlher, afterdiscussing 
this with yourteacher. 

• Another assignment could be to make a list of five seventeenth 
centuryDutch artistsandcollectpictures of artworks made bythemand 
present this in classwithsomeinformation. 

5. Usinga mapof the Netherlands: 
a. Which was the area where the Golden Century mostly took 

place? 
b. Howcouldthe countryside soeasilybe flooded in the struggle 

against the Spaniards? ·[possibilityto pay more attention to the dike­
system in theNetherlands. Engineer Leeghwater, forexample, worked 
ondraining several poldersinNoord-Holland. Alargepartof thecountry 
is below sealevel. The saying -God created the world, but the Dutch 
created the Netherlands· couldbe explained here. 

c. On the map,find the areaswhere mostof the eighty-year war 
was fought. 

6. Howcouldit happen thatinatimeofwarmanymerchants were 
still ableto become wealthy andprosperous? 

7. what are differences in war now andwar in the seventeenth 
century? 
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6. The Dutch Republic was different from other European 
countries. list threedifferences. 

9. Why did so many people from Europe flee to the Dutch 
Republic in the seventeenth century? 

10. What was an important reason that the regenten were 
tolerant? 
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Lesson 2
 
Objectives Activities Resources
 

1. Students will interpret a 
contract. 

2. Students will be familiar with 
ways early settlers were 
prepared to go to the new 
world. 

Have students read Agreement of Marinus Van Rensselaer Bowier 
Adriaensz vander Veere with Jasper, Claes, Manuscripts, pp. 179-181. 
Jan and Comelis (2 short documents)and 
answer the following questions: 

1. Read both contracts and tell who the 
persons are that are going to work for 
Marinus Adriaensz vander Veere. 

2. What kind of work will they have to do in 
the new world? 

3. When are the contracts made? Why do you 
think there is so much time difference 
between Jasper's and the rest? 

4. Where are they going to work? 

5. How much are they going to earn? 

6. They have to promise a few things before 
they go; can you mention three promises 
they have to make? 

7. Which river is meant by the North River? 
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Agreement of Marinus Adriaensz van der Veere with 
Jasper Ferlyn van der 'GouwliCi 

February 17, 1631 

Jaspar Fer/jjll 'ZlalldcT GOUtt', living at Middelbllrgll in the Latin 
School street, has bound himself unto anl entered into the service 
of marines Adriaensscu uandcr Veer, to assist him in the .plantinl{ 
and cultivating of tobacco or such other work as he may be ordered 
to do by the aforementioned MarYI! or in the name of his patroon, 
no exception as to any kind of work u"ing' made, everything accord­
ing to the order and regulations of the Chartered \rest India Com­
pany and the further conditions [of the contract] made by the 
said MOTil/lfS Adriacnsz with K iliaen ,·dl. Rensselaer as patroon of 
tht" lands lying around Fort Orange on the North River of New 
Netherland, during a term of service of three years, commencing 

• If. R. B. AI... L.II.r Boo~. f .•. 
and ending as stated in the said contract. The aforesaid Jaspar 
ier/YII shall receive II guilders a month, to be paid annually and 
shall receive cash before his departure, as an advance, 40 guilders 
and in addition 10 silvers allay for wages from the rath of Jan­
uary last to the time of his going 011 board. The aforesaid jaspar 
[crlyn promises ill acklitiou tl) willill!,; and diligent service, honestly 
and faithiully and on forieiture of all the wages to be earned by 
him, not to trade or acquire in other ways, any Leavers, otters, or 
other prohibited furs, nor to allow that the same be dealt in with 
his knowledge by anybody but those who act on behalf of the 
Chartered West India Company, also on forfeiture as above, not 
to leave or return before his term of service has expired without 
express consent of the aforesaicl his patroon or master, which con­
ditions, this day underwritten, have been approved by the afore­
mentioned Rensselaer and signed by him, jasl'l" f"rlyn, with his 
own hand at Amsterdam, this 17th of February 1631, Was signed 
in the several hands, jaspacr fer/ill, marillllS Adri,wIS. 

Memorandum of similar agreements with Claes Brunsteyn van' 
Straelsundt, Jan Tyaerts van Franicker " and Cornelia 
Maesen van Buyrmalsen 

Ma)' 27. 1631 

The 27th of May 1631, these following persons have further' 
been engaged for three years on the conditions and restrictions 
above written, under penalties and obligations as in the preceding 
contract which has been read to them. 
N. B. ran Claes Brunsle)'" van Siraclsundt, who shall receive 8 

....y guilders a month and before his departure, as an advance, 
two months' wages in hand paid. 

jelulII Ckierts 'Z'an [ranicker, who shall receive 60 guilders a year 
and 13 guilders in hand paid as an advance. 

In testimony of the truth they have signed this in the year an,1 
on the day above written. Was signed: the mark X of Clues B,.,.,.. 
stey«, Ian Tyaerts, Cornelis ,nauell 1.'all BU}'TIIIOrsCII,fJtJ who shall 

... Intended for nnyrmahicn; see r. 3m). The V)"J:c~'f ..",,fc· btt.J(ilf~~', 16jlJ-J~. am"o. 
the Rt"sst'!tursu'.\'ck ,1/.fJ. has Cor;,., "hl$OI r lUI "/ti/rtl",!s.'II, nut Clu,h,jis .1Iatluli nHt 

11.. ,(',. .\["ns.:", alii llrinlt.·d by O'Callaghan in his trilI131'lIi"n uf tl:;u an'nlHlt, lIi.st"'JI 0/ 
N~UI N ..tllt>rla"J, 1:.fJO, 

.',u&,. 19. 166.:, 11~'ld,.i,·1: Curlldis.r:: ,\I.,,,'ss,,·,, anJ .ll,'fh'" C(lr"~·liH~ .\[iJ.'s..·", brothera,
----_. 

receive the first year fl'io, the secon.l year f70, the thin! year fSo 
and in hand paid fIz as an advance. 
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