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QUANTITY: 23 boxes (7.0 cu. ft.)

ACCESS: Open to Research

ACQUISITION: Donated to New York State Library by estate of Robert F. Hall,
September 1995

PROCESSED BY:  Hon Lee, Student Intern, State University of New York at Albany, Spring,
1996

Biographical Note:

Robert F. Hall, prominent author, editor, publisher and conservationist, was born on September
17, 1906 in Pascagoula, Mississippi. He received his primary and secondary school education in
the public schools of Mobile, Alabama. He received his college education at the University of
Alabama and later at Columbia University, where he graduated in 1932.

His career in journalism began at the age of 11 when he was a cub reporter and printer's assistant
for the Mobile Register and the Mobile News Item. He worked with several other southern
newspapers as a reporter before his one year stint at the University of Alabama.

After several years as an editor of a railroad newspaper, Robert Hall attended Columbia
University to study economics, history, and politics. At Columbia, he became influenced by two
professors, Irwin Edman, in philosophy, and Rexwell Guy Tugwell, in economics. Tugwell later
became assistant secretary of agriculture in Franklin Roosevelt's administration. This was also
the time of the Great Depression, which influenced Hall and his fellow students, who sought an
alternative to capitalism. After much debate, Hall joined the Communist Party where he edited
one of its student publications, The Student Review.

Upon graduation, Hall was employed as an editor of various communist-related publications.
Within a few years, he attained an editorial position with The Daily Worker, the most prominent
communist newspaper. He worked here for 11 years before leaving abruptly in 1956 because he
became disillusioned by revelations about the many atrocities committed by the regime of Joseph
Stalin.

That same year, Robert Hall, and his family moved to Elizabethtown, Essex County, in the
Adirondack region of New York State, and changed his party affiliation to Republican. He found
a job editing the Valley News, then owned by Bill Denton of Denton Publishing. A year later,
Hall decided to purchase the Warrensburg News and the family relocated to Warrensburg,
Warren County, also located in the Adirondacks. Over the next several years, Hall acquired other
local newspapers, including the Lake George Mirror and the Hamilton County News. In 1962 he
founded Adirondack Life Magazine, which featured articles on history, recreation, arts, literature
and the environment of the Adirondack region.

In 1969 Hall was appointed by Governor Nelson Rockefeller to serve on the Temporary Study
Commission on the Future of the Adirondacks that was established to study the effects of land
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development upon the environment of the Adirondack Park. The commission made several
recommendations regarding the use of public and privately owned lands situated in the
Adirondack Park that were later enacted into law under the jurisdiction of the Adirondack Park
Agency.

In 1970 Governor Rockefeller reorganized the Department of Conservation as the Department of
Environmental Conservation. The new commissioner, Henry L. Diamond, who also had served
on the temporary commission, named Hall editor of The Conservationist, the monthly magazine
of the Department of Environmental Conservation. Hall sold all of his newspapers to devote his
time to the magazine. During the five years he served as editor, circulation doubled to 250,000,
and the American Association of Conservation Information named the magazine "best
conservationist publication” in 1973 and 1974.

After Hall retired from The Conservationist, he became a feature editor and columnist for local
Adirondack newspapers. In addition, Hall published three books of his essays on the
Adirondacks: Empty Nest, North Country Almanac, and Pages from Adirondack History.

In addition to writing, Robert Hall participated in civic and community organizations. He served
as vice president of the Northern Warren County Council Chamber of Commerce, director
Adirondack Park Association, and director of the Warrensburg Chamber of Commerce. He was
also a member of the American Legion Post 446, publicity director of the Essex County
Republican Committee and president of the Warrensburg Kiwanis Club.

Robert Hall died on August 27, 1993. He was survived by his wife Euphemia, two daughters,
Euphemia H. Miller and Sally G. Hall, and three sons; Peter M. Hall, Robin K. Hall and Anthony
F. Hall.

Scope and Content Note:

The Robert F. Hall Papers consist of correspondences, literary manuscripts, news clippings,
photographs and other materials documenting his long and varied career as a writer, editor and
publisher. The papers are arranged in the same order in which they were received, which means,
for the most part, names and subject matter are arranged in alphabetical order. The time period
covered is the 1920s to 1993.

Manuscripts and newspaper clippings of his editorials from his days at the Daily Worker on up to
his days at the Valley News and the Warrensburg News document his opinions on a wide range
of political, social, cultural and environmental issues. The Hall papers also include sketches,
drafts and manuscripts of the three books he published: Empty Nest, North Country Almanac and
Pages from Adirondack History. They contain a wealth of information on the history,
environment and people of the Adirondacks egion. There is also much information on wildlife
and flora, as well as town histories, and biographical sketches of individuals.

Other materials relate to Hall's involvement in politics and government. Included are several
copies of the final report of the Adirondack Study Commission as well as the correspondences of
its members. This correspondences documents processes in which they went about making their
final recommendations. The files containing the activities in other organizations such as the
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Essex County Republican Committee and Warrensburg Chamber of Commerce, etc. contain
information on the environment, economy, demographics and policies of New York State and
the Adirondacks region.

Finally, these papers contain many files of personal and professional correspondence with
family, friends, co-workers and prominent individuals. They include letters from presidents,
senators, congressmen, authors and academics. Also included are biographical and
autobiographical information. These files offer an insight into Hall's personal life.

The Robert F. Hall Papers are valuable to all those studying the history, environment, policies
and people of the Adirondacks and New York State. They are also valuable to those studying the
history of political and social climates of the 20th century.

Box and Folder List:

o
X

Folder | Description

1 Hall biography
2 Robert F. Hall - Biographical & Autobiographical
3 Pages from Adirondack History
4 Adirondack Journeys - Fall 1976
5 Adirondack History
6 Adirondack Life - 1962
7 Adirondack Life - 1962-1992
8 Adirondack Council - Peter Barrelli, Chairman, 1992
9 Adirondack Mountain Club - 1968-1970
10 Adirondack Guide Books
11 Adirondack History - Women's Civil Rights Movement
12 Adirondack Christmas Trees
13 Adirondack Commission
14 Adirondack Museum
Adirondack Center Museum
16 Adirondack Study Commission
17 Agriculture - New York State
1 Adirondack Nature Conservancy

Adirondack - Northway Project

Adirondack Local Government - Review Board

Adirondack Terrorism

Adirondack Center Museum

Adirondack Natural History

2
3
4
5 Adirondack - Miscellaneous
6
7
8

Adirondack Centennial 1992

9 Adirondack Centennial

10 Adams, Wayman

11 Albright, Nancy

12 Aldrich, Alexander, (Sam)

NN NN N R|R (R RRPRPIR R R RRPr IR R R PR~ m
[N
(3

13 Allen, Larry
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2 14 Appliances - Manuals

2 15 Atkins, Theodore Z. (Postmaster General)
2 16 National Audubon Society

2 17 Automobiles in Adirondacks

2 18 Axelrod, David

2 19 Baker, Russell

2 20 Baker, Vreeland

2 21 Baker, Vreeland (cont.)

2 22 Balloon Ascensions

2 23 Barnett, Lincoln

2 24 Barnett, Claire L.

2 25 Barnett, Timothy L.

2 26 Barnett, Richard J.

3 1 Bender, Jack

3 2 Berle, Peter - President National Audubon Society
3 3 Big Barn

3 4 Floyd Bennett materials

3 5 Birmingham

3 6 Bloom, Alexander

3 7 Pages from an Adirondack History

3 8 Pages from an Adirondack History (cont.)
3 9 Pages from an Adirondack History (cont.)
3 10 Pages from an Adirondack History (cont.)
3 11 Pages from an Adirondack History (cont.)
3 12 Braune, Johanna

3 13 Broun, Heywood H.

3 14 Brown, John: Life and trial

4 1 Brown, John (Cont.)

4 2 Brown, John (Cont.)

4 3 Brown, John (Cont.)

4 4 Burroughs Medal

4 5 Brady, Matthew G.

4 6 Burnham, Koert D.

4 7 Boquet River Association

4 8 Boquet, Charles

4 9 Brach, Ron

4 10 Burton, Bernie

4 11 Bush, Barbara

4 12 Bush, George

4 13 Byrne, Peg

4 14 Byrne, Wayne

4 15 Burroughs - Melizer

4 16 Christmas clippings

4 17 Cabin Design and Construction
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ox | Folder | Description
18 Calkins, Calla

19

Cameron, Angus

20

Campbell, George

21 Candidates - Judge
22 Carmer, Carl

23 Casey

24 Caterpillars

25 Champ

26 Chestertown photographs

1 Conservation Regional Headquarters Promotion
2 Connors, Aenrietto

3 Carrie (Carrie Jane Greeson)
4 Chase, Greenleaf (Greenie)
5 Cheney, John

6 Ciongoli, Kenneth

7 Curriculum

8 Clark, Joe

9 Clarke, Thurston

10 Clinton, Hillary

11 Clip Art

Clippings 1993

Cohen, Mandel

Colovita, Anthony

15 Comeau, Lou

16 Ex-communists
17 Cook, Charles D.
18 Cooper, [?]

19 Copyright material

Correspondence and notes - undated

Correspondence, 1945-1959

Correspondence, 1960-1964

Correspondence, 1965-1969

Correspondence, 1970-1979

Postcards 1940s (non-NYS)

Couchey, Sid

Crook, Isabel and David

Cuomo, Mario

Colonial Crown Point

Crary Fountain

Curth, Louis: History of Forest Rangers

Curth, Louis (cont.)

Curts, Will

Columns: Sunday Worker & Daily Worker, 1948
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Columns: Sunday Worker & Daily Worker, 1949
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X

Folder | Description

6 Columns:

Sunday Worker & Daily Worker, 1950

7 Columns:

Sunday Worker & Daily Worker, 1951

8 Columns:

Sunday Worker & Daily Worker, 1952

9 Columns:

Sunday Worker & Daily Worker, 1953

10 Columns:

Sunday Worker & Daily Worker, 1954

11 Columns:

Sunday Worker & Daily Worker, 1955

12 Columns:

Sunday Worker & Daily Worker, 1956

13 Dahlen, Kjell

14 D'Amato, Alphonse

15 Davis, George

16 Davis, Gordon

17 Davis, Mark

18 Dawson, James

1 Debosny murder case

Debosny's hanging

Deershead Inn

Denton Publications

Diamond, Henry G.

Dover Publishing

2
3
4
5 DeSormo, Maitland C.
6
7
8
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Draper, Ted
Dumez, Richard A.
10 Durant, Joan J.
11 DuCuennois, Paul J.
12 Durr, Virginia F.
13 Dynko, James D.
14 Ellis, Fred
15 Eisenhower, Dwight D.
16 Elizabethtown Community Hospital
17 Essex County Historic Society
18 Elizabethtown Colonial Garden
19 Elizabethtown, History of
20 Erickson, S.T.
21 Empty Nest
22 Essex County demographics
23 Essex County GOP
24 Essex County Republican Committee
25 Erikson, Ted
26 Fast, Howard
27 "Fan" Mail
28 Family History
29 Fick correspondence
1 Fink, Colin W.
2 Fish, Caroline A.
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8 3 Fiske, Mel

8 4 Fishladder

8 5 "Work Stories"

8 6 Flacke, Robert

8 7 Florence, Italy

8 8 Forest Commission Report, 1892
8 9 Four Brothers [Islands]. See also Box 23.
8 10 Fowler, Barney

8 11 Foster, Jeanne Robert

8 12 Fosburg (P.W.) biography

8 13 Fowler-Moseley genealogy

8 14 Fowler, Eugeniam

8 14a Frantz, Margaret G.

8 15 Friedlander, Paul

8 16 Gallman, Norman

8 17 Garbage (Solid Waste Disposal Problems)
8 18 Gelles, Esther

8 19 Gerdts, Don

8 20 Geiz, Arthur

8 21 Gilborn, Craig

8 22 Gilliland, William (Biography)
8 23 Goldman, Marcus I.

8 24 Goldschmidt, Arthur (Tex)

9 1 Glenn, Morris

9 2 Goodell, Charlie

9 3 Goodspeed, Sterling

9 4 Goodell, Charles

9 5 Goodman, Roy

9 6 Gordon, Fletcher

9 7 Gorton, John

9 8 Gould, Stephen J.

9 9 Grisham, Joan

9 10 Groth, Janet

9 11 Gypsy Moth

9 12 Local Government — Rural

9 13 Granger, Albert F.M.

9 14 Grishkot, Walter

9 15 Hill, Wally

9 16 Hale, Thomas

9 17 Miscellaneous

9 18 Originals Local History

9 19 Hall, Clara

9 20 Hall, John S.

9 21 R.F.H. — Environment
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9 22 R.F.H. — Columns/Editorials

9 23 Clea/Sally

9 24 Duplicates

9 25 Last Quarter 1990 — Robert Hall

9 26 1% Quarter 1991 — Robert Hall

9 27 3" Quarter 1991 — Robert Hall

9 28 Gordon, Max

9 29 2" Quarter — Robert Hall

10 1 R.F.H. Columbus/Editorials 1988 (copy)
10 |2 R.F.H. 1* Quarter 1993

10 |3 Clippings 1* Quarter 1992

10 4 Clippings

10 5 Rob columns

10 6 Hall columns, 1% Quarter 1992

10 7 Hall editorials 1977

10 8 Hall poems

10 |9 Hall columns, 4™ Quarter

10 10 Hall Christmas Dream

10 11 Hall, Rachel

10 12 Hall, R.

10 13 Hall, Charlie Reade

10 14 Hall, Dick Wick

10 15 Hall genealogy

11 1 Hall, Charles R.

11 2 Hall, Charles R. 111

11 3 Hall, Micky — Correspondence

11 4 Hall, Sally — Hall portrait

11 5 Hall, Daniel

11 6 Miscellaneous press items

11 7 Hall, Rachel

11 8 Hall, Personal

11 9 Hall, Molly — Accident Report

11 10 Hall, Peter

11 11 R.F.H. — Pamphlets & Articles (The Communists)
11 12 Hall columns, Summer 1987 — June, July, August
11 13 Hall, Robert — Biography

11 14 Rob’s Work

11 15 Hall Clippings 1987

12 1 Robert Hall

12 2 Hall, Rob — 1990

12 3 Hall, Rob — January-March 1988

12 4 Hall, Robert, 1988

12 5 Hall, Robert — November-December 1987
12 6 Hall, Robert — June and July 1987
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Box | Folder | Description

12 7 Hall, Autobiography

12 8 Hall, Autobiography

12 9 Hall — Fall 1987 — September, October, November
12 10 Hall columns, 1986

12 11 Hall columns, 1986

12 12 Hall columns, 1986

12 13 Hall columns, 1985

12 14 Hall columns, 1986

12 15 Hall columns, 1985

12 16 Hall columns, 1985

13 1 Hall columns, 1983-1984

13 2 Hall columns, 1982-1983

13 3 Hall columns, 1979

13 4 Editorials (Hall) 1979, 1980, 1981
13 5 Hall, Daily Worker columns, 1948
13 6 Hall, 1958-1971

13 7 R.F.H. — Miscellaneous writings pre-1957
13 8 Hall regional history articles

13 9 Manuscripts, Nature essays

14 1 Early Robert Hall

14 2 R.F.H. Columbia University/Writings
14 3 Hall, Robert — 1989

14 4 Hall, Robert, pre-1945

14 5 Miscellaneous, 1920s

14 6 Robert Hall — Before 1940

14 7 Miscellaneous, pre-1940

14 8 R.F.H. Writings

14 9 Hall, Robert 1932 — 19(?)

14 10 Hall, L.E. Rev.

14 11 Halloran, Andrew

14 12 Hamilton County

14 13 Harris, Lement

14 14 Hartnell, Tim

14 15 Hathaway, Florence

14 16 Hawley, Charles

14 17 Hathaway, Koert

14 18 HBSC

14 19 Hedrick, Travis K.

14 20 Heller, Murray

14 21 Hendrix, Holland

14 22 Henley Regatta — 1971

14 23 Herald American

14 24 Herbst, Fred

14 25 Herbst, Josephine
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Box | Folder | Description

14 26 Hickey, John

14 27 Higgins, Elsie

14 28 Winnman, George

14 29 Hirsch, Diane

14 30 History — U.S. North
14 31 History — U.S. South
15 1 Hochschild, Harold

15 2 Hochschild, Adam

15 3 Holmes, Sherlock

15 4 Hosley, John

15 5 Hubbel, Cherritee

15 6 Hudson River Conservation Society
15 7 Hughes, Fred

15 8 Hunting season

15 9 Hussey, Marion

15 10 Johnson, Ethel

15 11 Johnson, Spencer

15 12 Javits, Jacob

15 13 Jorling, Thomas

15 14 Judson College

15 15 Keating, Kenneth

15 16 Kelly, Robin

15 17 Kennedy, Robert F.

15 18 Kent, Rockwell

15 19 Kentucky trip

15 20 Kentucky trip — Newspaper clippings, 1932
15 21 Kerr, Sandy

15 22 King, Carleton

15 23 Kurth, Louis

15 24 Larose, Winnie

15 25 Larson, Mildred R. & Folklore papers
15 26 Larson, Reid — Director, Essex County History Society
15 27 Lawrence, Betsy

15 28 Lasch, Joseph P.

15 29 Lawrence, Richard W.
15 30 Legal services

15 31 El Lagarto [Speedboat]
15 32 Lewis, Tony

16 1 Libel (S.B. Lewis file)
16 2 SH - S. Lewis

16 3 Miscellaneous letters
16 4 Liberty Bell Award

16 5 Lippman, Walter

16 6 Loeb, James I.
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Box | Folder | Description

16 7 Long Scouts

16 8 Long, Sylvia - The Conservationist

16 9 McKibben, Bill

16 10 McWhorter, Diane

16 11 R.F.H. - "The Red Lugger"

16 12 MS

16 13 Willie McGee Case

16 14 Manning, Daniel

16 15 MacDonough, C.S.

16 16 Maple Sugar festival

16 17 MacDongal, Harry

16 18 Maps

16 19 Mann, Wm.

16 20 Marsh, James

16 21 Marston, Judy

16 22 Marston, Richard

16 23 Martin, David

16 24 Martin, Tom

17 1 Martin, Tom

17 2 Miller, Abraham

17 3 Milholland, Inez

17 4 Miller, James

17 5 Miscellaneous #1

17 6 Miscellaneous items (clippings, articles, leaflets, pamphlets, typescript,
miscellaneous)

17 7 Morse, Jim

17 8 Middleton, Drew

17 9 Martin, Shannon (Poems)

17 10 McKibben, Bill

17 11 1980 Money, Income and Poverty Status of Families and Persons in the U.S.

17 12 Mobile Register

17 13 Miscellaneous

17 14 Mohawk Valley

17 15 Lake Champlain Monster

17 16 Lake Champlain Monster

18 1 Mother

18 2 Moyers, Bill

18 3 Moynihan, Daniel Patrick

18 4 Muncil, Bob

18 5 Murphy, David

18 6 Murray, William

18 7 Nason, John

18 8 National Geographic

18 9 N.Y.S. Conservation Council
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18 10 New York Times

18 11 Nixon, Richard

18 12 Nash, Ogden [Photocopies of poems]
18 13 New Masses

18 14 North Country Almanac

18 15 North Country Books

18 16 Newspapers, Essex County

18 17 North Country Almanac - Book
18 18 North Country Life

18 19 North Country Life - lllustrations
18 20 North Country Life

18 21 North Country Life - Mailing List
18 22 Northern Forestland Council

18 23 North Country Life, September 1977
19 1 Sketches and cardboard

19 2 Oakes, Joan

19 3 O'Brien, Emmet

19 4 O'Brien, Margaret

19 5 Office of Rural Affairs

19 6 Mrs. O'Neal, Frederick

19 7 Offset, House

19 8 Olympics

19 9 Outdoor writers

19 10 Pack Forest

19 11 Paine Library

19 12 Paine Memorial Library

19 13 Paine, Alex

19 14 Paine, Peter Sr.

19 15 Paine, Peter

19 16 Paine, Peter - Correspondence

19 17 Passports

19 18 Passports

19 19 Passports

19 20 Penfield Foundation

19 21 Periodical publishing

19 22 Pictures - Westernville

19 23 Piel, Gerard

19 24 Plattsburgh Press

19 25 Poe, Sandy

19 26 Poore, Ralph

19 27 Poe, Sandy

19 28 Powell, Justice Lewis

19 29 Pratt, W.

19 30 Pottersville - Fair
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Box | Folder | Description

19 31 Photographs

20 1 Purple Mountain Press

20 2 Prime, Mary

20 3 Remington, Frederic

20 4 Rockefeller, Nelson

20 5 Rockefeller, Nelson: Photographs

20 6 Prime, Ted

20 7 Prison

20 8 Rao, Teddy

20 9 Randall, Thomas - Warrensburg-Lake George News
20 10 Randori, Gary

20 11 Regan, Edward (Ned) V.

20 12 Reagan, Ronald

20 13 Reston, James

20 14 Rittenburg, Sidney

20 15 Rockefeller, Laurence

20 16 Rodney, Lester

20 17 Republican Party, Willboro

20 18 Rogers, James

20 19 Republican Party, - N.Y. State

20 20 Rooney, Andy

20 21 Roosevelt, Eleanor

20 22 Rosenbaum, Richard

20 23 Rosinsky, Martin

20 24 Rugge, Joan M.D.

21 1 Ribblesdale (Hall residence and grounds)
21 2 T.R. Roosevelt (Harold Bishop article)
21 3 Ryder, S.W.

21 4 Rural resources

21 5 Joe-Pye Weed

21 6 Sackets Harbor to Utica

21 7 Sally Hall

21 8 St. Maarten (Trip)

21 9 St. Maarten

21 10 Salmon - Fishery

21 11 Sandy-Hill (Hudson Falls) history

21 12 Sayward, Teresa

21 13 Scales, Junius

21 14 Scales, Junius - Misc. clippings 1955 (Smith trial)
21 15 Scales, Jr.

21 16 School Times

21 17 Sesquicentennial -Town, County

21 18 Scheinburg, Denise

21 19 School consolidation (See Colin Fink)
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21 20 Seidman, Lloyd - Columbia College
21 21 Seeger, Pete

21 22 Swaffer, Gail

21 23 Skidmore

21 24 Solid Waste

21 25 Sonntag, Art

21 26 Stafford, Ronald

21 27 State Library

21 28 SUNY - State University of New York
21 29 Revenue Sharing

21 30 Squillaci, Nicola

21 31 Stafford, Ronald

21 32 Starobin, Joseph

21 33 Stephanopolos, George

21 34 Stein, Judith

21 35 Stone, Olive (Polly)

22 1 Stony Creek Mtn. Days

22 2 Seneca Ray Stoddard

22 3 Sullivan, Pat

22 4 Tabor, Mrs. Fisk

22 5 Tasciotti, James C.

22 6 Taylor, Charles

22 7 Todd, Aden

22 8 Tubby, Roger

22 9 Tourism

22 10 Treadwell, Sandy

22 11 Trim, Wayne J.

22 12 Transactions - GMC & Dept. of Motor Vehicles
22 13 Tugwell, Rexford

22 14 University of North Carolina Press

22 15 Valcour (Kodachrome slides in Box 23)
22 16 Valley News

22 17 Vermont Public Radio

22 18 Vorse, Mary M. Heaton

22 19 Waickman, L. Anthony

22 20 Warrensburg history

22 21 Warrensburg Centennial

22 22 Wallace, D.R.

22 23 Watson, Elkanah

22 24 Weaver, Ben

22 25 Webb, Sally & Grant

22 26 Weld, William

22 27 White, E.B.

22 28 Town Fathers on Ed. Page "From Our Files"
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Box | Folder | Description

22 29 Weston, Burns

22 30 Westcot, David H.

22 31 Whitaere, Richard

22 32 Wicker, Tom

22 33 White Paper

22 34 White Paper

22 35 Whitaker, Rick

22 36 Wheeler, Kenneth

22 37 Wilkens, Eliz.

22 38 Williams, Henry G.

22 39 Willsboro Central School

22 40 Woodward, Van

22 41 Willshoro, G.O.P.

22 42 Wright, Silas

22 43 Writing fragments

22 44 Misc.-Writings Brothers

22 45 Zoning

22 46 Zahavi, Gerald

22 47 Teale, Edwin Way

22 48 Temporary Study Commission — Adirondacks - Text of Report Supplement-
Warrensburg/L.G. News-January, 1971

23 1 Fort Ticonderoga

23 2 Teall, Edna A.W.

23 3 Winiewicz, J. - Polish Ambassador

23 4 Wilderness Acres

23 5 White Water Derby

23 N/A Slides related to Four Brothers [Islands] file (Box 8, Folder 9) and Valcour file
(Box 22, Folder 15)
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