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QUANTITY: 6 boxes (2.0 Cubic ft.) 
ACCESS: Open to research 
ACQUISITION: Purchase, Charles Apfelbaum (dealer), December 1992. 
PROCESSED BY: Fred Bassett, Senior Librarian, Manuscripts and Special Collections, 

December 1992 
 
Biographical Note: 
 
Elizabeth (Betsy) Eames of Carroll, New York married Orris Marsh, a general merchant. They 
settled in Napoli, Cattaraugus County, New York in 1832. He was originally from Dover, 
Vermont, where he was born in 1806. The Marshes had three daughters: Emily E., Fayette D., 
and H. Louisa. The business and family residence was situated at the four corners of the town 
center.  Orris also served as postmaster and town supervisor for many years. 
 
Scope and Content Notes: 
 
This group consists of 48 manuscript diaries kept by Elizabeth (Mrs. Orris) Marsh and daughter, 
H. Louisa from 1854 through 1911. These items contain brief descriptions of daily activities and 
events that relate to small town life in general. The entries frequently include comments on the 
weather, and vital information about friends and family, such as births and deaths. 
 
Box and Volume List: 
 
Box  Volume Contents 
  Elizabeth (Mrs. Orris) Marsh Diaries 
1 1 1854 
1 2 1855 
1 3 1858 and 1859 (3 items) 
1 4 1860 
1 5 1861 
1 6 1863 
1 7 1864 
1 8 1866 
1 9 1867 
1 10 1868 
2 11 1869 
2 12 1870 
2 13 1871-1872 
2 14 1873 
2 15 1874 
2 16 1875 
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Box  Volume Contents 
2 17 1876 
2 18 1877 
3 19 1878 
3 20 1879 
3 21 1880 
3 22 1881 
3 23 1882 
3 24 1883 
3 25 1884 
3 26 1885 
4 27 1886 
4 28 1887 
4 29 1888 
4 30 1889 
4 31 1891 
4 32 1893 
4 33 1894 
4 34 1895 
  H. Louisa Marsh Diaries 
5 35 1873 
5 36 1899 
5 37 1902 
5 38 1903 
5 39 1904 
5 40 1905 
5 41 1906 
6 42 1908 
6 
 

43 1909 

6 44 1910 
6 45 1911 
6 46 Autograph book (three entries, ca. 1901) 
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