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AN ACT respecting navigable commenications betreen the great
western and northern lakes and the Atlantic osean.

Passed April 15, 1817,

WHEREAS navigable communications between lakes Erie and
Champlaio, aod the Atlantic ocean, by means of caoals conuected
with the Hudson river, will promote agriculture, manufactures and
commerce, itigate the calamities of war, and enhance the bl
of peace, consolidate the union, and advance the prosperity and ele-
yale the character of the United States: And whereas it is the in-
cumbent duty of the people of this state to avail themselves of the
means which the Almighty has placed in their bands for the produc-
tion of such signal, extensive aud lasting benefits to the humao race:
Now, therefore, in full coafidence that the congress of the Upited
States, and the states equally interested with this state in the com-
mencement, prosecution and completion of those important works,
will coatribute their full proportion of the expense; and io order
that adequate funds may be provided, and properly arranged and
managed, for the prosecution and completion of all the pavigable
communications contemplated by this act :—

1. BE it enacted by the people of the State of New-York, represented

mi?' That there shall be coostituted a fund to be

denominated the canal fund, which shall consist of all such appro- Canal fent.
priations, graots and donations, as may be made for that purpose by
the legislature of this state, by the congress of the United States, hy
individual states, and by corporations, companies and individuals; Commision-
which fund shall be superintended and managed hy a board of com- ™
missiopers, to be denomivated “ the commissioners of the canal fund,” Thein daties
coosisting of the lieutenant governor, the comptroller, the attorney & powen.
geoeral, the surveyor general, secretary and (reasurer, a majorily of
whom with the comptroller shall be a quornm for the transaction of
business; and that it shall be the duty of the said board to receive,
arrange and manage to the best advantage all things belonging to the
aaid fund ; to borrow, from time to time, monies on the credit of the



