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Teen and up

Asbury, Herbert. The Gangs of New York: An Informal History of the Underworld. New York:
Vintage Books, 2008.

True to the title, the book is a history of crime that permeated the underbelly of New York City

and its boroughs in the 19" and early 20™ centuries. Some of these gangs were so vicious they

would post signs warning police to stay out of their neighborhoods -- or else!

NON-FICTION

Recorded format: RC 55088

Barrett, Andrea. The Air We Breathe. New York: W.W. Norton, 2007.

In the fall of 1916, as U.S. involvement in WWI looms, the Adirondack town of Tamarack Lake
houses a public sanitarium and private cure cottages for Tuberculosis patients. Gossip about
roommate changes, nurse visits, cliques and romantic connections dominate relations among the
sick—mostly poor European immigrants. The timely theme focuses on how the tragedy, betrayal
and heartbreak of war extend far beyond the battlefield.

FICTION

Audio CD by AudioGO (2010)

Bat-Ami, Miriam. Two Suns in the Sky. New York: Puffin Books, 2001.

In 1944, an Upstate New York teenager (setting is Oswego and the Fort Ontario Emergency
Refugee Shelter) named Christine meets and falls in love with Adam, a Yugoslavian Jew living
in a refugee camp, despite their parents' conviction that they do not belong together.

Scott O'Dell Award for Historical Fiction & ALA Best Book for Young Adults

FICTION

Bauer, Joan. Backwater. New York: Puffin, 2005.

When young Ivy begins to study her family's history, her discoveries rattle the other members of
her New York State clan.

Braille format: BR 12539 / Recorded format: RC 51739

FICcTION
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Bauer, Joan. Peeled. New York: Putnam, 2008.

In an upstate New York farming community, high school reporter Hildy Biddle investigates a
series of strange occurrences at a house rumored to be haunted.

FICTION

Recorded format: RC67296

Audiobook by Listening Library (2008)

Bitton-Jackson, Livia. Hello, America: A Refugee’s Journey from Auschwitz to the New World.
New York: Simon & Schuster, 2005.

In the final book of the acclaimed trilogy that includes | Have Lived a Thousand Years and My

Bridges of Hope, Elli and her mother leave war-ravaged Europe behind. Arriving in New York in

1951, they seek to preserve their Jewish heritage while embracing the freedom of the new city.

NON-FICTION

Blundell, Judy. Strings Attached. New York: Scholastic Press, 2011.

When she drops out of school and struggles to start a career on Broadway in the fall of 1950,
seventeen-year-old Kit Corrigan accepts help from an old family friend, a lawyer said to have
ties with the mob, who then asks her to do some favors for him.

FICTION

Audio CD by Scholastic Audio Books (2011)

Brezenoff, Steve. Brooklyn, Burning. Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books, 2011.
Sixteen-year-old Kid, who lives on the streets of Brooklyn, loves Felix, a guitarist and junkie
who disappears, leaving Kid the prime suspect in an arson investigation, but a year later Scout
arrives, giving Kid a second chance to be in a band and find true love.

FICTION

Bruchac, Joseph. Bowman's Store: A Journey to Myself. New York: Lee & Low Books, 2001.
Bruchac, now a well-known children's author and storyteller, relates his childhood and high
school years spent living with his grandparents near Saratoga, NY, and his discovery of his
Abenaki heritage, which he learns to honor.

NON-FICTION

Recorded format: RC 47175

Budhos, Marina Tamar. Ask Me No Questions. New York: Atheneum Books for Young
Readers, 2006.

Fourteen-year-old Nadira, her sister, and their parents leave Bangladesh for New York City, but

the expiration of their visas and the events of September 11, 2001, bring frustration, sorrow, and

terror for the whole family. Best Books for Young Adults

FICTION

Recorded format: RC 62372
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Buckhanon, Kalisha. Upstate. New York: St. Martin’s Griffin, 2006.

Antonio, initially a teen arrested for murder, and his sweetheart, Natasha, exchange a decade of
correspondence. Both from tiny, dark apartments in Harlem, they are passionately in love, but
destined to walk very different roads.

FICTION

Braille format: BR 16691

Carvell, Marlene. Who Will Tell My Brother? New York: Hyperion Books for Children, 2004.
During his lonely crusade to remove offensive mascots from his high school, a Native American
teenager learns more about his heritage, his ancestors, and his place in the world.

FICTION

Chance, Megan. An Inconvenient Wife. New York: Grand Central Publishing, 2005.

In this gripping account of historical fiction, the author exposes the horrors women faced during
the late 19" century in New York when they dared to show passion of any kind or repudiate
society's norms. Lucy Carelton suffers from a common female disorder, "hysteria™: its
symptoms are headaches, excitable reactions and feelings of claustrophobia. Her cold-hearted
husband, William, determined to find her a cure, brings her to several specialists, who
recommend everything from an ovariotomy to several months of confinement in a private
asylum.

FICTION

Audio CD and Cassette by Books on Tape (2004)

Chartrand, Rene. Ticonderoga 1758: Montcalms' Victory Against All Odds. Osprey Publishing,
Ltd., 2000.

Rene Chartrand is a leading Canadian historian and authority on the Seven Years War.

He recounts how, in July 1758, the British launched an expedition against the French Fort of

Carillon (Ticonderoga). Lord Howe, a popular British leader, was killed before the main battle

began; the Black Watch regiments were decimated; the British retreated in near panic and the

fort remained in the hands of the French.

NON-FICTION

Cofer, Judith Ortiz. Call Me Maria. New York: Orchard Books, 2004.

Fifteen-year-old Maria leaves her mother and Puerto Rico to live in New York City with her
father. There, though, she feels torn between two cultures. Can she learn to embrace life in the
barrio?

FICTION

Cohn, Rachel and David Levithan. Dash & Lily’s Book of Dares. New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
2010.

Lily has left a red notebook full of challenges on a New York City bookstore shelf. Dash finds it

and the two begin a correspondence through the book, sharing dares and dreams. Will they ever

connect in person?

FICTION
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Cooney, Caroline B. Code Orange. New York: Delacorte Books for Young Readers, 2005.
While conducting research for a school paper on smallpox, Mitty finds an envelope containing
100-year-old smallpox scabs. Has he infected himself and all of New York City?

FICTION

Recorded format: RC 066309; DB 066309; BR 017938

Cooper, James Fenimore. The Last of the Mohicans. New York: Signet Classics, 2005.

This exciting adventure story is set during the Seven Year’s War fought between France and
England in North America. Hawkeye and his American Indian companions become involved in
the bloody war.

FICTION

Braille format: BR 04092 / Recorded format: RC 19920

Audio CD by Brilliance (2005); Audio Cassette by Orbis (1994)

Cooper, James Fenimore. The Spy. CreateSpace, 2009.

Written in 1821, this historical novel is Cooper's paean to the Revolutionary War Protagonist
Harry Birch finds himself wrongly accused of selling vital information to the British.
FICTION

Recorded format: RC 16416

Audio Cassette by Book Contractors (1994)

Crane, Stephen. Maggie, a Girl of the Streets, and Other Tales of New York. New York: Penguin
Books, 2000.

This is a compilation of 13 stories set in New York in the late 1800s, including the story of

Maggie, a girl of the tenements, whose life turns downward when she becomes involved with a

boy named Pete.

FICTION

Braille format: BR 11578 / Recorded format: RC 09418

Audio Cassette by Bookshelf (1995)

Dabel, Jane I. A Respectable Woman: The Public Roles of African American Women in 19th-
Century New York. New York University Press, 2008

In the nineteenth century, New York's free blacks were extremely politically active, lobbying for

equal rights at home and an end to southern slavery. As their activism increased, so did

discrimination against them. However, the struggle for civil rights did not extend to equal gender

roles, and black male leaders encouraged women to remain in the domestic sphere, serving as

caretakers, moral educators, and nurses to their families and community.

NON-FICTION

Davies, Jacqueline. Lost. New York: Marshall Cavendish, 2009.

In 1911 New York City, sixteen-year-old Essie Rosenfeld must stop taking care of her
irrepressible six-year-old sister when she goes to work at the Triangle Shirt Waist Company,
where she befriends a missing heiress who is in hiding from her family and who seems to
understand the feelings of heartache and grief that Essie is trying desperately to escape.
FICTION

Recorded Format: RC069678
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Demas, Corinne. Everything | Was. Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books, 2011.

When Irene’s father is “downsized,” her family must move from New York City’s Upper West
Side to New York’s upstate. But what Irene is sure will be the most disastrous summer in her life
becomes the start of a wonderful new life.

FICTION

Dorfman, Ariel and Joaquin. Burning City. New York: Random House Children’s Books, 2005.
Sixteen-year-old Heller Highland, who is living with his grandparents while his parents are
away, burns rubber across Manhattan delivering bad news by bicycle, and as a summer heat
wave melts the city, he is struck by first love.

FICTION

Donnelly, Jennifer. A Northern Light. New York: Graphia, 2004.

In 1906, 16-year-old Mattie, determined to attend college and be a writer against the wishes of
her father and fiancé, takes a job at a summer inn where she discovers the truth about the death
of a guest. This novel is based on a true story. Best Books for Young Adults

FICTION

Braille format: BR 14850

Audio CD by Listening Library (2010)

Duble, Kathleen Benner. Quest. New York: Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2008.

Relates the events of explorer Henry Hudson's final voyage from four points of view: that of his
seventeen-year-old son aboard the ship, a younger son left in London, a crewmember, and a
young English woman acting as a spy in Holland.

FICTION

Edmonds, Walter. Drums Along the Mohawk. Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1997.

This is the story of the forgotten pioneers of the Mohawk Valley during the Revolutionary War.
Combating hardships almost too great to endure, they helped give America a legend which still
stirs the heart. In the midst of love and hate, life and death, danger and disaster, they stuck to the
acres which were theirs, and fought a war without ever quite understanding it. An American
classic since its original publication in 1936.

FICTION

Recorded format: RC 47009

Finney, Jack. Time and Again. New York: Scribner Paperback, 1995.

This novel is about an experiment that causes 20™ century illustrator Si Morley to step out of a
Dakota apartment building into the streets of 1882 New York.

FICTION

Recorded format: RC 23888

Friedman, Aimee. The Year My Sister Got Lucky. New York: Point, 2008

When Katie and Michaela Wilder move from New York City to upstate rural New York, Katie
has a hard time fitting in — and getting accustomed to local culture, like friendly neighbors and
cows that need to be milked. Michaela, though, becomes the town’s social belle, loving her new
life and her new country friends. Can they ever be as close as they once were?

FICTION
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Godbersen, Anna. The Luxe. New York: HarperCollins, 2008.

In Manhattan in 1899, five teens of different social classes lead dangerously scandalous lives,
despite the strict rules of society and the best-laid plans of parents and others.

FICTION

Grimes, Nikki. Bronx Masquerade. New York: Dial Books, 2002.

While studying the Harlem Renaissance, students at a Bronx high school read aloud poems
they've written, revealing their innermost thoughts and fears to their formerly clueless
classmates. Coretta Scott King Author Award & Best Books for Young Adults

FICTION

Braille format: BR 14623 / Recorded format: RC 55776

Gruber, Ruth. Haven: The Dramatic Story of 1,000 World War 11 Refugees and How They Came
to America. New York: Three Rivers Press, 2000.

Gruber, a journalist during WWI1I, accompanied 1000 refugees from Nazi-controlled Europe who

came to Oswego, NY, as guests of the United States government.

NON-FICTION

Hauser, Brook. The New Kids: Big Dreams and Brave Journeys at a High School for Immigrant
Teens. New York: Free Press, 2012

Freelance writer Hauser tracks the staff and students at the International High School at Prospect

Heights in Brooklyn, N.Y., providing their personal histories as well as their day-to-day

experiences.

2012 Alex Award

FICTION

Audio CD by Dreamscape Media (2011)

Hopkinson, Deborah. Shutting out the Sky: Life in the Tenements of New York, 1880-1915.
New York: Orchard Books, 2003.

Photographs and text document the experiences of 5 individuals from Belarus, Italy, Lithuania,

and Romania, who came to live in the Lower East Side of NYC as children or young adults at the

turn of the 20" century.

NON-FICTION

Hughes, Langston. Vintage Hughes. New York: Vintage Books, 2004
This compilation includes excerpts and poems from the work of Langston Hughes.
POETRY

Kirkpatrick, Katherine. Keeping the Good Light. New York: Delacore Press, 1995.

Bored with living in a Long Island Sound lighthouse at the turn of the 20™ century, 16-year-old
Eliza seeks a teaching position away from home. Will the move to City Island be all she hopes
for?

FICTION

Recorded format: RC 043061 (1995)
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Kwok, Jean. Girl in Translation. New York: Riverhead Books, 2010.

Kim Chang and her mother move to Brooklyn from Hong Kong after Kim’s father dies. Kim
goes to school during the day, and then joins her mother working in a sweatshop owned by her
bitter older sister. Kim excels, winning a scholarship to a private school, and falls in love with a
boy who also helps his mother fill the sweatshop quotas.

FICTION

Larson, Jonathan, Rent. New York: Melcher Media, Inc., 1997.

This work chronicles the production of the contemporary musical set in New York City; includes
song lyrics.

NON-FICTION

Levithan, David. The Lover’s Dictionary. New York: Farrar, Straus, & Giroux, 2011.

A modern love story told through a series of dictionary-style entries is a sequence of intimate
windows into the large and small events that shape the course of a romantic relationship set in
New York City.

2012 Alex Award

FICTION

Lipsyte, Robert. The Brave. New York: Harper Collins Children’s Books, 1991.

Sonny doesn’t fit in on the Reservation—where others see him as white—or outside the Res—
where they see him as Indian. So he heads to New York City where he can just be himself. There
he meets the Harlem boxer-turned-cop Alfred Brooks who sees potential in Sonny.

FICTION

Recorded format: RC 037362; DB 037362; BR 009395

Mack, Tracy. Birdland. New York: Point/Scholastic, 2003.

Thirteen-year-old Jed spends Christmas break working on a school project filming a
documentary about his East Village, New York City, neighborhood, where he is continually
reminded of his older brother, Zeke, a promising poet who died the summer before.

FICTION

Audio CD by Blackstone Audio (2005)

Marshall, Paule. Brown Girl, Brownstones. Mineola: Dover Publications, Inc., 2009.

This book centers on the daughter of Barbadian immigrants living in Brooklyn during the Great
Depression. Selina Boyce is caught in the middle of her parents’ differing views of her

future. Her mom wants Selina to get an American education, while her dad dreams of returning
to Barbados. Along with her parental woes, the heroine must deal with the poverty and racism
that surrounds her.

FICTION

McNeal, Laura and Tom McNeal. Zipped. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2003.

At the end of their sophomore year in small town high school outside Syracuse, N.Y., the lives of
four teenagers are woven together as they start a tough new job, face family problems, deal with
changing friendships, and find love.

FICTION

Recorded format: BR 015374
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Mercer, Paul and Vicki Weiss, for the Friends of the New York State Library. The New York
State Capitol and the Great Fire of 1911. Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2011

In the early morning hours of March 29, 1911, a fire broke out in the New York State Capitol at

Albany. Within the building lay the entire collection of the New York State Library, almost

completely reduced to ashes. The authors have included recently discovered photographs

documenting the original construction of the building, beginning in 1867, as well as eyewitness

accounts of its destruction.

NON-FICTION

Myers, Walter Dean. Game. New York: Harper Teen, 2008.

If Harlem high school senior Drew Lawson is going to realize his dream of playing college, then
professional, basketball, he will have to improve at being coached and being a team player,
especially after a new--white--student threatens to take the scouts' attention away from him.
FICTION

Recorded format: RC067450

Digital format: DB067450

Braille format: BR018088

Myers, Walter Dean. 145™ Street: Short Stories. New York: Delacorte Books for Young Readers,
2000.

Myers uses 10 short stories to create snapshots of a pulsing, vibrant community with diverse

ethnic threads. Best Books for Young Adults

FICTION

Braille format: BR 13133/ Recorded format: RC 65859

New York Times Company. Sultans of Swat: The Four Sluggers of the New York Yankees. New
York: St. Martin's Press, 2006.

Traces the careers of Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Joe DiMaggio, and Mickey Mantle from the

perspective of their love of the game and their significant contributions to the Yankee's history

and tradition.

NON-FICTION

Pfeffer, Susan Beth. The Dead and the Gone. New York: Graphia, 2010.

After a meteor hits the moon and sets off a series of horrific climate changes, seventeen-year-old
Alex Morales must take care of his sisters alone in the chaos of New York City.

FICTION

Recorded format: RC068838

Digital book: DB068838

Braille format: BR018229

Audio CD by Listening Library (2010)

O’Connor, George. Journey into Mohawk Country. New York: First Second, 2006.

A graphic novel illustrated by George O'Connor. It is an illustrated version of the travels of a
Dutch trader in early America based on Van den Bogaert's 1634 journal, A Journey into Mohawk
and Oneida Country.

NON-FICTION
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Preston, Caroline. The Scrapbook of Frankie Pratt: A Novel in Pictures. New York: Ecco, 2011.
For her graduation from high school in 1920, Frankie Pratt receives a scrapbook and her father's
old Corona typewriter. Through a kaleidoscopic array of vintage postcards, letters, magazine ads,
ticket stubs, catalog pages, fabric swatches, candy wrappers, fashion spreads, menus, and more,
we meet and follow Frankie on her journey in search of success and love.

2012 Alex Award

FICTION

Audio CD by Random House Audio (2011)

Quinonez, Ernesto. Bodega Dreams: A Novel. New York: Vintage Books, 2000.

The book features a cast of memorable characters, including dim-witted Neno, who can’t
complete a sentence without quoting a song lyric; the nefarious barrio lawyer, Nazario; the drug
runner and possible hit man, Sapo, who would rather be flying a kite from the top of a tenement;
and cameo appearances by many real artists and poets. But at the heart of everything is Willie
Bodega, a former Young Lord who has become the biggest drug lord of them all.

FICTION

Recorded format: RC 53689

Audio Cassette by Recorded Books (2000) Spanish (2004)

Raphael, Marie. Streets of Gold: A Novel. New York: Persea Books, 2001.

After fleeing Poland and conscription in the Russian czar's army, Stefan and his sister Marisia
begin a new life in America on the Lower East Side of New York City at the turn of the century.
Best Books for Young Teen Readers

FICTION

Revai, Cheri. Haunted Northern New York: True, Chilling Tales of Ghosts in the North
Country. Utica, NY: North Country Books, 2002.

This work presents a collection of ghostly stories and strange phenomena of Upstate New York,

including haunted cemeteries, Ruby's castle in Watertown, and many more.

NON-FICTION

Santiago, Esmeralda. When | was Puerto Rican. Cambridge: Da Capo Press, 2006.

The author recalls the hardships and joys of her life with humor and poignancy, from her
childhood in Puerto Rico to her move to a very different life in Brooklyn, and, finally, to her
admission to the High School of Performing Arts. Best Books for Young Teen Readers
NON-FICTION

Recorded format: RC 38181

Sheldon, Dyan. Sophie Pitt-Turnbull Discovers America. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press,
2005.

While spending the summer in Brooklyn with her mother's former schoolmate, Sophie, a

sheltered English teenager, makes new and unlikely friends and finds a new side to her formerly

"dull and passive" personality.

FICTION
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Spollen, Anne. Light Beneath Ferns. Woodbury, Minn.: Flux, 2010.

Upon moving to her mother's upstate New York home after her gambler father leaves, ninth-
grader Elizah just wants to be left alone. She then meets Nathaniel in the cemetery where her
mother is caretaker, and feels instantly drawn to him.

FICTION

Staub, Wendy Corsi. Lily Dale: Awakening. New York: Walker, 2007.

When seventeen-year-old Calla's mother suddenly dies, she goes to stay with her psychic
grandmother in Lily Dale, a spiritualist community in western New York, where she discovers
some disconcerting secrets about her practical, down-to-earth mother, and realizes that she
herself may also have some psychic abilities.

FICTION

Swerling, Beverly. City of Dreams: A Novel of Nieuw Amsterdam and Early Manhattan. New
York: Simon & Schuster, 2002

In 1661, a brother and sister stagger off a small wooden ship after eleven perilous weeks at sea to

seek a new life in the Dutch settlement of Nieuw Amsterdam. Bound to each other by blood and

necessity, these gifted healers become deadly enemies as betrayal and murder enter their lives.

Their descendents --dedicated physicians and surgeons, pirates and whoremasters -- will shape

the future of medicine and the growing city.

FICTION

Recorded format: RC 64726

Audio Cassette by Audio Literature (2001)

Taylor, Kim. Bowery Girl. New York: Viking, 2006.

Two orphaned teenage girls in New York's tenements in 1883 realize that their dream of saving
enough money to move to Brooklyn across the newly-built bridge may be achieved if they learn
new trades at a nearby settlement house, rather than continuing their lives of prostitution and
stealing.

FICTION

Torrey, E. Fuller. Ride with the Loomis Gang. Illus. John Mahaffy. Utica, NY: North Country
Books, 1997.

An adaptation of the author's Frontier Justice: Rise and Fall of the Loomis Gang. It chronicles

the exploits of the legendary Loomis Gang, a group of more than 200 men who terrorized central

New York during the mid-1800s.

NON-FICTION

Weeks, Sarah. As Simple as It Seems. New York: Laura Geringer Books, 2010
Eleven-year-old Verbena Polter gets through a difficult summer of turbulent emotions and the
revelation of a disturbing family secret with an odd new friend she meets in her small Catskill
town, who believes she is the ghost of a girl who drowned many years before.

FICTION

Audiobook CD by Random House (2011)
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Wilson, Daniel H.. Robopocalypse: A Novel. New York: Doubleday, 2011.

Two decades into the future, humans are battling for their very survival when a powerful Al
computer goes rogue, and all the machines on earth rebel against their human controllers.
2012 Alex Award

FICTION

Audio CD by Random House Audio (2011)

Wright, Bil. Putting Makeup on the Fat Boy. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2011.
Sixteen-year-old Carlos Duarte is on the verge of realizing his dream of becoming a famous
make-up artist, but first he must face his jealous boss at a Macy's cosmetics counter, his sister's
abusive boyfriend, and his crush on a punk-rocker classmate.

2012 Stonewall Book Award

FICTION




	Myers, Walter Dean. 145th Street: Short Stories. New York: Delacorte Books for Young Readers, 
	2000.

