2020 Public Library System Services to County Jails
Overview of Major Activities

	Brooklyn Public Library














































Brooklyn Public Library (cont.)
	BPL used the state funds to purchase materials for the outposts libraries which we provide book service to. Our collections are mostly made up of donated books, which we complement with purchased materials with funds from various sources. From January 2020 to March 13th 2020 we provided in person services to the following facilities: 
Rikers Island 
AMKC  
People Served: 494 
Items circulated: 617 
OBCC 
People served: 186 
Items circulated: 370 
RNDC 
People Served: 51 
Items Circulated: 89 
NIC 
People Served: 361 
Items Circulated:: 558 
The Bronx: 
VCBC 
People Served: 1381 
Items Circulated: 1766 
 
 
Total People Served: 2,472 
Total Items Circulated: 3,400 
 
From March, we stopped providing direct book service, but continued working with the DOC to ensure that our existing collection in all facilities continued circulating. We also sent boxes full of books to supplement these collections. These are the number of Material we sent each facility during the period of March to December 2020: 
 
Rikers Island 
AMKC  
Number of Items sent: 2,482 
OBCC 
Number of Items sent: 154 
NIC 
Number of Items sent: 204  
The Bronx: 
VCBC 
Number of Items sent:  1,510 
 
Total of Items Sent: 4,350 
 
Our first Daddy and Me program of the year had been scheduled for the end of March, but had to be canceled because of the pandemic, so we were unable to conduct the program during 2020.

	Buffalo and Erie County Public Library

	Though limited by Covid-19, Buffalo & Erie County Public Library (B&ECPL) continued to provide comprehensive and innovative service to all penal-connected facilities operated by Erie County - the Erie County Holding Center and the Erie County Correctional Facility. Library services in these facilities encompass a variety of materials in print and non-print formats which engage the population and provide educational opportunities. This aid assisted B&ECPL to offer access to information for the individuals housed in Erie County's penal-connected facilities.

	Chautauqua-Cattaraugus Library System
	Both jail facilities contract with regional BOCES to provide educators to run program services. The Library System Outreach Coordinator works closely with the Adult Education leaders at two regional BOCES to purchase material and support the two jail facilities. Typical purchases include support material to complement lessons for TABE and TASC exams. COVID-19 closures and limitations cancelled visitations between the Outreach Coordinator and educational staff and prevented the purchasing of materials in 2020.

	Clinton-Essex-Franklin Library System 
	During the 2020 project year, CEFLS renewed EBSCO subscriptions for magazines selected by facility representatives for the reading rooms of Clinton, Essex, and Franklin County Jails. CEFLS staff offered consultant services and copies of resource booklets to support re-entry services.

	Finger Lakes Library System

	FLLS purchases and distributes popular paperback books and magazines for each of our five county jails.  We also get magazine donations from our member libraries; which we distribute.

	Four County Library System
	Based on consultation with professionals working with persons incarcerated in the County Correctional Facilities, FCLS Outreach Staff selected and purchased books and magazine subscriptions and provided them to the four County Correctional Facilities in the service area.

	Mid York Library System
	County Jail Aid will be used for the purchase, processing, and delivery of magazine subscriptions available to the county jails as well as rotating deposit book collections.

	Mid-Hudson Library System 





















	The following expenditures help support activities
to attain the goals and intended results described
in the MHLS 2017-2021 POS for Service to County
Jails: Paperback books are selected and
purchased for the jails, centrally received at
MHLS, labeled with MHLS Outreach
stickers/stamps and then mailed to the jails
during the year (Other Support for System staff).
Titles are selected by MHLS Outreach Coordinator
with input from jail staff about local needs and
recommendations from the NYS Department of
Corrections. Titles concentrate in the following
areas: self-help, inspirational materials, relevant
biographies, job information, low literacy
resources, parenting, anger management,
materials in Spanish, and early literacy books for
the facility family waiting rooms. Hudson Valley
Connections (a resource guide for ex-offenders
returning to Columbia, Dutchess, Greene, Putnam
or Ulster counties in New York State) is developed
by MHLS staff, printed and distributed.

	Mohawk Valley Library System
	Because the Outreach position was vacant, and jails were not accepting new materials due to COVID, we had very little activity in 2020.  We are working on getting back to normal in 2021.

	Monroe County Library System




































Monroe County Library System (cont.)






















Monroe County Library System (cont.)
	Prior to the COVID shutdown, Outreach Librarians conducted 1 class at the Monroe County Correctional Facility (MCCF) for 12 housed in the Veteran’s Pod.

During the visit, Outreach Librarians discussed general library services and showcased specific resources in the Central Library’s Job Information Center that can be utilized by inmates upon release. We also shared information about health, social services, educational and legal resources available throughout the library system.

Librarians provide participants with additional information specific to employment of ex-offenders. This includes information about certificates of rehabilitation, bonding, common job interview mistakes etc. Handouts detailing these topics along with information about vocational, middle skills and college programs are made available to participants.

Collection Development and management

We continue to provide circulating collection for the MCCF with a separate collection for the Veterans Unit with input from the managing staff.

TASC Support:

Outreach Librarians have been in communications with the correctional facility’s Educational Coordinator select appropriate classroom materials and educational resources to support the program as stated in our Plan of Service.

We will continue to meet this aspect of our Plan of Service in 2021.

Subscription Services:

The Outreach Department selected and acquired informational and recreational print materials for the facility inmates as stated in our Plan of Service. In 2020 the Outreach Department purchased and arranged for the delivery of 1,333 individual periodicals. This is a decrease from previous years due to titles moving to digital only formats. We will continue to meet this aspect of our Plan of Service in 2021.

For the Rochester correctional facility, as with other state correctional facilities, we will continue to ship free of charge and on demand Making Moves: A Resource of Transitional Services in Rochester and the Monroe County Area for current inmates and ex-offenders. This resource is continually revised and updated by the Monroe County Library System’s Outreach Department and is produced by the library. The current format is a two-pocket folder that contains over 25 documents that provide newly released ex-offenders with job search advice and information on various community resources that can assist them. In 2020 we distributed 85, a decrease from the previous year. We expect that this number will continue to decrease. In 2017 the documents in the packet were made available on the MCLS website for downloading and printing. The packet was updated in August 2020.

	Nassau Library System






	As stated in our Plan of Service our goal is to enhance library services for the inmates in the Nassau County Correctional Center (NCCC). The aid we receive for this purpose is used to purchase materials for the libraries in this three-unit facility. Over 300 books costing a total of $4,305 were purchased for and delivered to this facility this year. A book club for female inmates was started in November 2015. Before the facility was closed to programs on March 6, 2020 our Assistant Director continued to select and purchase books weekly for the County Correctional Center. Service resumed biweekly between September 3 and October 29 before sessions were ultimately suspended once again. In 2020 she met weekly with the inmates to facilitate the book discussion and provide additional recreational reading materials. A total of 14 discussions were held in 2020 with a total of 116 participants.

	The New York Public Library
	The County Jails grant supported the Managing and Supervising Librarians for NYPL's Correctional Services program. These roles oversee and support the Correctional Services department. This outreach effort runs the following programs:  a weekly circulating book service at five city jails; the "Daddy & Me" project, a video connection between families using library spaces; and a book-recording program for detained parents to create a recording of themselves reading a favorite book to their kids.

	Nioga Library System
	There are three county jails in the Nioga Service Area. Total funds received are spent on magazine/newspapers and other subscription print materials.

	North Country Library System
	The expenditures contained in this section allow NCLS to attain the goals outlined in the Jails Section of the Plan of Service for the funding year by covering the cost of materials purchased to maintain a collection of popular paperback books for use by inmates and purchase materials (as funding allows) to fill requests made by inmates. These State Aid Funds allow NCLS to provide services to inmates of County Jails who would not otherwise have access to these services.

	Onondaga County Public Library System
	309 books purchased for Justice Center and Hillbrook.

	Pioneer/OWWL Library System
	Purchased physical books/materials for facilities using County Jail (Interinstitutional) Aid.  Facilitate ILL of member library dvds to facilities. Jail advisory council participation.  Funds were used to refund member libraries for lost material borrowed from member libraries to the jails. Purchased materials to support book discussion group at Wayne County jail.

	Ramapo-Catskill Library System
	The funds for the three jails in the RCLS service area remained unspent in 2020 due to the pandemic.

	Southern Adirondack Library System
	SALS Plan of Service states that SALS will maintain its outreach to Hamilton, Saratoga, Warren, and Washington County Jails.

	Southern Tier Library System
	STLS worked with the main library within each of its five counties to provide reading materials to each county jail inmates.

	Suffolk Cooperative Library System
	SCLS uses all of these funds to provide reading materials for inmates at both County Jails.

	Upper Hudson Library System
	There are two County jails in our service area (Albany and Rensselaer
counties). The Manager of Adult and Outreach Services works with
Inmate Services at each of these facilities to meet the information and
recreational needs of the facility's residents. This is done by
purchasing fiction and non-fiction paperbacks for the inmates as
directed by Inmate Services. Due to the pandemic, she was unable to purchase materials due to restrictions set by the jails. She will resume purchasing in 2021.

	Westchester Library System











	County Jails: 2020 Program Year [Total: $7,819] 

WLS provided continuing collection development support to Westchester County Department of Corrections inmates through Westchester Connections, a re-entry guide and web-based reference tool to support those formerly incarcerated, families and service providers; additionally, WLS provided resources for an inmate book group and initial planning for a facility library ($6,541 - Question 13.5.2-Purchased Services; $189 - Question 13.5.4-Supplies & Materials).
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