LAWS OF NEW YORK, 2015
CHAPTER 544

AN ACT to amend chapter 672 of the laws of 1993, amending the public
authorities law relating to the construction and financing of facili-
ties for certain public libraries, in relation to including the Oneida
Public Library; and to amend chapter 493 of the Laws of 1996, relating
to authorizing the establishment of the Oneida public library
district, in relation to certain matters relating to the issuance of
debt and associated matters

Became a law December 11, 2015, with the approval of the Governor.
Passed by a majority vote, three-fifths being present.

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
bly, do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 5 of chapter 672 of the laws of 1993, amending the
public authorities 1law relating to the construction and financing of
facilities for certain public libraries, is amended by adding a new
subdivision 49 to read as follows:

49. Oneida Public Library

§ 2. Section 4 of chapter 493 of the laws of 1996, relating to author-
izing the establishment of the Oneida public 1library district, is
amended to read as follows:

§ 4. Finances. 1. (a) The initial budget of the Oneida public library
district shall be determined by a vote of the voters of the district in
the initial election as provided in this act. All future budgets that
increase or decrease the appropriation last approved by the voters shall
be submitted to the residents of the library district for approval by a
majority of those residents voting at the annual election of trustees
pursuant to section two of this act. Funds voted for library purposes at
the initial election and at all future budget elections shall, unless
otherwise directed by such vote, be considered an annual appropriation
therefor until changed by further vote and shall be levied and collected
yearly in the same manner and at the same time as other taxes in the
portion of the city of Oneida, town of Lincoln, town of Lenox, town of
Verona, town of Vienna, town of Vernon, [whiceh—inelude] including in
said towns, any village therein, including the village of Wampsville,
the village of Oneida Castle, and the village of Sylvan Beach, which are
located [#n] within the territorial boundaries of the Oneida city school
district.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of section two of this act and
subdivision one of this section, the board of trustees is hereby author-
ized to submit at the annual election or at a special district election
any proposition for a capital improvement for the library district which
includes an increase in the appropriation last approved by the voters
thereof for the purpose of paying the cost of said capital improvement
and any debt service on obligations issued therefor on behalf of the
library district pursuant to title 4 of article 8 of the public authori-
ties law or this section, as amended. Any special district election

EXPLANATION--Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [-] is old law
to be omitted.
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shall be conducted, noticed and canvassed in the same manner as an annu-
al election of trustees.

(c) The term "capital improvement"”, as used herein, shall refer to any
object or purpose specified in section 11.90 of the local finance law
which constitutes a valid purpose of the library district. Such capital
improvements are hereby determined to be city and town purposes for
which the city and the towns are authorized to contract indebtedness on
behalf of the library district.

2. The board of trustees shall annually file with the clerks of the
city of Oneida, and the towns of Vernon, Verona, Vienna, Lenox, and
Lincoln [whieh—inelude—theof villages—of Oneida—Castle; SylvanBeachs
and—Wampsville] on or before the first day of February an estimate of
the proposed budget including costs of library services and debt service
for any capital improvement to be raised by levy for the library
district in the fiscal year beginning on the first day of July following
[#he] each annual election. The fiscal year of the 1library district
shall begin on the first day of July and end on the thirtieth day of
June. The city and towns shall not make any change in the estimate of
revenues or expenditures submitted by the board of the library district
in preparation of its preliminary budget.

3. (a) The [eity] common council of the city of Oneida and the town
boards of the towns of Vernon, Verona, Vienna, Lincoln, and Lenox on
behalf of the portions of their communities which lie within the Oneida
city school district (including as applicable any village in any portion
of said towns which is within the territorial boundaries of the Oneida
city school district) shall levy a tax against the real property 1lying
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portions of
the city and each town which comprise the library district for their

respective shares of the amount to be raised by tax as contained in the
annual budget of such 1library district approved by its voters at its
annual election, as well as any supplemental amounts approved by its
voters for capital improvements as provided herein. The amount of taxes
for library district purposes to be assessed, levied and collected upon
the taxable real property within the library district in the city and
upon the taxable real property within the library district in each town
(including any villages therein as described herein) shall be appor-
tioned in accordance with the proportion that the full valuation within
that portion of the library district in the city and each town shall
bear to the full valuation within the entire library district.

(b) Full valuation shall mean the valuation which is derived by divid-
ing the appropriate portions of the assessed valuation of the real prop-
erty concerned as shown by the last completed assessment rolls of the
city or the town, by the city or respective town equalization rates
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established by the authorized state officer or agency for such rolls.
Full valuation shall be determined in the following manner. The library
district board of trustees shall:

(i) Ascertain from the last completed assessment roll of such city or
towns within which such library district is situated a statement of the
assessed valuation of the taxable real property within such library
district located in such city and in each town (including any villages
therein as described herein) affected.

(ii) Procure from the appropriate state officer or agency a statement
of the ratios of the assessed valuation to the true valuation estab-
lished by such officer or agency for the last completed assessment roll
of such city and each such town (including any villages therein as
described herein).

(iii) Determine the full valuation of the taxable real property within
such 1library district situated in such city and each such town (includ-
ing any villages therein as described herein) affected by dividing the
assessed valuation of such real property by the ratio fixed for the city
or respective town in which such taxable real property is situated. The
total full value of the taxable real property within the entire 1library
district shall be ascertained by adding together the full value of the
taxable real property within the library district situated in the city
and each town (including any villages therein as described herein)
affected.

(iv) Ascertain the proportion of library district tax levy to be allo-
cated to such city and each town (including any villages therein as
described herein) affected by multiplying the amount of such tax levy of
such 1library district by the percentage or ratio the full value of the
taxable real property within such library district situated in such city
or respective town (including any villages therein as described herein)
affected bears to the total full value of the taxable real property
within the entire library district.

(c) The common council and town boards shall each annually pay over to
the treasurer of the library district on or before the thirtieth day
after their respective tax collection period ends, the full amount of
the levy due to the library district from the parcels subject to their
respective levy. The common council and town boards may each issue tax
anticipation notes, revenue anticipation notes or budget notes pursuant
to the applicable provisions of the local finance law to obtain the
necessary moneys therefor in the event the full 1levy of the library
district assessment therein is not received by the date due for the
provision of same to the library district.

. [tegislative] (a) The legislative bodies of the city of Oneida[s]
and the towns of Vernon, Verona, Vienna, Lenox, and Lincoln [whieh
inelude—the—villages—ef Oneida—Castle;—Sylvan—Beach;—and—Wampsville]
which are in the Oneida city school district shall have the [pewer]
powers to authorize, to sell and to issue bonds, notes and other
evidences of indebtedness pursuant to +the provisions of the local
finance law in order to permit the library district to provide [faeili-

ties—or—improved—facilities] capital improvements for library purposes.

Upon written request from the board of trustees of the library district,
after approval by the qualified voters of such district, [the—respeetive
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the respective legislative bodies shall authorize, sell and issue such
bonds, notes, or other evidences of indebtedness as are necessary to
accomplish the capital improvement specified in the request, as so
approved by the voters of the 1library district either (i) as joint
indebtedness in accordance with the provisions of title 1-A of article 2
of the local finance law or (ii) as several indebtedness of the city of
Oneida and the towns of Vernon, Verona, Vienna, Lenox and Lincoln, each
issuing their pro-rata share of such indebtedness in just proportion
determined by the ratio and methodology provided in subdivision three of
this section. The proportion of indebtedness to be allocated to the city
of Oneida and each of the towns shall be determined by multiplying the
amount of such indebtedness to be issued for the capital improvement by
the percentages or ratio the full valuation of the taxable real property
of such city or town, situated in such city or each town, bears to the
full valuation of all of the taxable real property within the 1library
district.

(b) Upon adoption of a resolution by the affirmative vote of a majori-
ty of the voting strength of the board of trustees of the library
district, after approval of the qualified voters of such library
district, nothing provided herein shall preclude the library district
from entering into a financing transaction with the dormitory authority
of the state of New York or any local development corporation estab-
lished pursuant to section 1411 of the not-for-profit corporation law
for the financing of any capital improvement. The library district is
hereby authorized to enter into such agreements as may be otherwise
permissible by 1law to finance any such capital improvement through the
auspices of the dormitory authority of the state of New York pursuant to
title 4 of article 8 of the public authorities law, or the auspices of a
local development corporation duly established and authorized to finance
such capital improvements on behalf of a public 1library district. The
proceeds of such bonds, notes or other evidences of indebtedness shall
be paid to the treasurer of the library district and maintained in a
segregated account in accordance with section 165.00 of the local
finance law and expended by said treasurer only on specific authori-
zation by the board of trustees of the library district.

5. The board of trustees of the library district may accept on behalf
of the library district any absolute gift, devise or bequest of real or
personal property and such conditional gifts, devises, or bequests as it
shall by resolution approve.

6. (a) The treasurer of the library district shall be custodian of all
funds of the library district including gifts and trust funds paid over
to the board of trustees. The board of trustees may authorize the
investment of funds in the custody of the treasurer in the same manner
in which [willages] town, city or school district funds may be invested.
Proceeds of obligations received from the [wvillages;—tewn;—and] city
[may] or towns for capital improvements shall be invested in accordance
with section 165.00 of the local finance law and sections 10 and 11 of
the general municipal law. The [mayer] comptroller of the city of Oneida
and the supervisors of the towns of Verona, Vernon, Vienna, Lenox, and
Lincoln shall promptly pay over to the library district all moneys which
belong to or are raised for the library district. No moneys shall be
disbursed by the treasurer of the library district except after audit by
the board of trustees. The board of trustees shall audit all claims and
shall order the payment thereof, except as otherwise provided by this
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section. No such claims shall be audited or ordered paid by the trustees
unless an itemized voucher therefor shall be presented to the board of
trustees for audit and allowances. The provisions of this section shall
not be applicable to payment of claims of fixed salaries in amounts
which the library district may be required to pay on account of retire-
ment contributions for past or current services to officers and employ-
ees of the library district. The treasurer shall keep such records in
such manner as the board of trustees may require.

(b) The library district shall provide such investment and expenditure
records of any proceeds of bonds, notes or other evidence of indebt-
edness issued on behalf of the library district for capital improvements
as may be required by the city, towns, the dormitory authority of the
state of New York or a local development corporation in order for same
to comply with the requirements of section 148 of the internal revenue
code of 1986, as amended, with regard to any bonds, notes or other
evidences of indebtedness issued to finance a capital improvement of the
library district.

§ 3. Section 6 of chapter 493 of the Laws of 1996, relating to author-
izing the establishment of the Oneida public 1library district, is
amended to read as follows:

§ 6. Ad valorem levy. The several lots and parcels of land within the
area of the Oneida public library district are hereby determined to be
benefitted by the 1library facilities and services existing as of the
effective date of this act [anrd—the]. The city of Oneida, and the towns
of Vernon, Verona, Vienna, Lenox, and Lincoln are hereby authorized to

assess, levy and collect [the—ﬂeeessaPy—e*peﬂses—e%——epera%ieﬂ———maiﬂ%e—

lots—andpareels—ofland] sufficient monies from such lots and parcels

of 1land therein, in accordance with the determination of their respec-
tive shares as provided in subdivision three of section four of this
act, as provided in the annual budgets of the library district to pay
all necessary expenses of operation, maintenance and repair of such
facilities and provision of such services together with the costs of
capital improvements including debt service on bonds, notes or other
evidence of indebtedness issued for the purpose of such library district
as may be hereafter authorized pursuant to the provisions of this act.

§ 4. Section 7 of chapter 493 of the Laws of 1996, relating to author-
izing the -establishment of the Oneida public library district, is
amended to read as follows:

§ 7. Education law applicability. The library district shall consti-
tute a public library pursuant to the provisions of the education law as
the same may, from time to time, be amended, and shall have the powers
and duties, except as otherwise provided in this act, now or hereafter
conferred by law upon public libraries and their trustees. Except as
[etherwise] provided by this act, the provisions of the education law
relating to public libraries shall be applicable to the public library
district established by this act. The library district shall constitute
a body corporate and politic and be perpetual in duration.

§ 5. This act shall take effect immediately.
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The Legislature of the STATE OF NEW YORK ss:

Pursuant to the authority vested in us by section 70-b of the Public
Officers Law, we hereby jointly certify that this slip copy of this
session law was printed under our direction and, in accordance with such
section, is entitled to be read into evidence.

JOHN J. FLANAGAN CARL E. HEASTIE
Temporary President of the Senate Speaker of the Assembly




