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Opportunity Online Broadband Grant Program 2009-2011 
A Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Grant Program 

 
The New York State Library has a total of $700,934 in Gates Foundation funds for a two-

year Opportunity Online Broadband Grant Program focused on assisting 10 public library 
systems in helping 70 individual public libraries upgrade and sustain their broadband 
connectivity to a minimum of 1.5Mbps.  $350,467 will be awarded in 2010 and $350,467 will be 
awarded in 2011, each year awarded according to the Gates Foundation-determined library 
award amounts and according to the Gates Foundation grant program timeline.  The funds will 
be awarded to 10 public library systems that service the individual public libraries determined by 
the Gates Foundation and directly awarded to one individual library not serviced by a Gates 
Foundation-participating library system. 

 
Public libraries and library systems participating in this grant program have been 

determined by the Gates Foundation, according to a Gates Foundation set of criteria related to 
broadband Internet connectivity. 

 
The allocation chart for this grant program is found at: 
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/gateslib/broadbnd/ 
 
Grant funds may be spent only for the following activities: 
 

• Activities related to grant program management and administration 
• Purchasing and installing equipment necessary for achieving broadband upgrades (this 

includes servers, but not computers or related peripherals, such as printers) 
• Technology training and support for broadband connectivity 
• E-Rate training  
• E-Rate application support  
• Travel costs related to E-Rate training  
• Activities that support sustainability of increased broadband connectivity 
• Costs related to increasing the library’s broadband connectivity to a minimum of 

1.5Mbps or higher 
• Monthly Internet connectivity costs for 1.5Mbps or higher 
• Travel costs related to technology training and broadband connectivity 

 
 
Grant funds will be awarded over two years.  The grant activity funding period for Year 1 will be 
December 1, 2009 thru July 1, 2010.  The grant activity funding period for Year 2 will be 
December 1, 2010 thru November 31, 2011. 
 
Libraries must demonstrate that they have upgraded their Internet connectivity to a minimum of 
1.5Mbps by July 15, 2010 in order to receive funding for Year 2.  
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Applications must be received in the New York State Library Division of Library 
Development offices by March 1, 2010.   The application and all forms are on the State 
Library website at http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/gateslib/broadbnd/ 
 
A first - year detailed narrative project progress report is required and is due at the New 
York State Library’s Division of Library Development by July 30, 2010.  Such report must 
be approved in order to receive funding for the second year of the grant project. 
 
 
 

Program Information 
 
Application 
 
Although this is not a competitive grant program, each application must be received in the State 
Library by the deadline of March 1, 2010.   No faxed or electronic applications will be accepted 
as an original copy of an application.  The application should have answers to all questions and 
include all necessary supplemental forms as well as the short budget form, FS-20.  

 
If using an overnight or express mail service, applicants should use only United Parcel Service 
(UPS), Airborne Express or DHL Worldwide Express.  These companies have complied with the 
State Education Department’s request that all deliveries be made directly to the addressee.  
Federal Express and the United States Postal Service are not providing addressor to addressee 
service.  Keep this in mind if you plan to use express mail.  Experience in receiving 
applications has shown that it is unwise to depend on express mail the day before the deadline. 
 
Forms 
 
The customized short budget form, FS-20, is on the State Library’s website along with other 
required forms, such as the Match Verification Form.  There are also general instructions for 
completing the application and forms as well as the Congressional Districts table on this site.  
The Authentication form is the one signed by a Board President while the other forms are signed 
by the System Director. 
 
Matching Funds 
 
Matching funds of 50% for each funding year are required and must be verified on the Match 
Verification Form and submitted with the grant application.  Matching funds can only be cash-
matching funds, not in-kind services. 
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Requesting Funds and Report Expenditures 
 
Funds will be paid out on a 90/10 basis: 90% of the grant funds will be paid out initially 
and the remaining 10% will be paid out when reporting requirements have been met. 
Applicants file the FS-10F (final expenditure report) with the New York State Library's 
Division of Library Development, according to the address on the form. 
 
Questions about the Opportunity Online Broadband Grant Program may be directed to Mary 
Linda Todd, State Library Gates Foundation Grant Director, at 518-486-4858, 
mtodd@mail.nysed.gov . 

 
Two hard copies of the completed application (one with original signatures), 
budget(FS-20) and all related forms must be received in the offices of the State 
Library’s Division of Library Development by March 1, 2010.  Additionally, an 
electronic copy of the narrative and the FS-20 must be sent to Mary Linda Todd, at 
mtodd@mail.nysed.gov by the March 1 deadline. 
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