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Ready to Read at New York Libraries 

Summit

Management Team 

 
Karen Balsen 

Project Director, Ready to Read at New York Libraries 

Library Development 

New York State Library 

New York State Education Department 

Cultural Education Center 10B41 

Albany, New York 12230 

phone: 518.486.2194 

fax: 518.486.5254 

Karen.Balsen@ nysed.gov 

 

Carol Desch 

Coordinator of Statewide Library Services 

Director of the Division of Library Development  

 

Bernard Margolis 

New York State Librarian 

Assistant Commissioner for Libraries 

New York State Library  

 

Tom Ruller* 

Director of Operations for the Office of Cultural Education 

New York State Education Department  

 

Mary Linda Todd* 

Library Development Specialist II 

New York State Library  

 

Anne Woodsworth 

Project Coordinator, Ready to Read at New York Libraries 

Partners and Presenters

Rebecca Donnelly 

See listing under Training Cohort 

 

André D. Eaton 

New York State Regional Coordinator 

The Parent-Child Home Program 

 

Brian Gallagher 

Executive Director 

Reach Out and Read 
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Kathryn Galvin 

Niagara Branch Manager 

Buffalo & Erie County Public Library 

 

Monique Hardin-Cordero, MPA 

Program Director 

Reach Out and Read of Greater New York 

  

M. Elizabeth Harris, M.S. Ed. 

Project Director, Pathways to Success 

New York State Health Department 

 

Liz Hood 

See listing in Advisory Group 

 

Katherine Jetter 

Vice President of Education, WMHT  

 

Abbe Kovacik, M.S. Ed. 

Executive Director 

Capital District Child Care Council 

 

Meg McNiff 

Coordinator of the Office of Early Learning 

New York State Education Department  

 

Angela Newman 

See listing under Training Cohort 

 

Carole Oshinsky 

Co-Director, Infancy Leadership Circle Project 

New York Zero-to-Three Network  

 

Patricia E. Persell 

Director, New York State Head Start 

Collaboration  

 

Susan Perkins 

See listing in Advisory Group 

 

Tonja Rucker, Ph.D. 

Program Manager 

Institute for Youth, Education and Families 

Early Childhood Success, National League of 

Cities  

 

Dina Spiropoulos, MD 

New York State Infancy Leadership Circles  

 

Joette Stefl-Mabry, Ph.D 

Project Evaluator, Ready to Read at New York 

Libraries 

Director of School Library Media Education in 

the University at Albany’s Department of 

Information Studies Master’s in Information 

Science program  

 

Rebecca Teglas 

Head of Children’s Services 

Larchmont Public Library 

 

Stephen de Waal Malefyt, MD 

Assistant Professor of Pediatrics 

Reach Out and Read 

 

Patricia Uttaro 

See listing under Advisory Group

Advisory Group 

 
Julia Chang  

Supervising Librarian  

New Amsterdam Library  

 

Mary Fellows 

Manager of Youth and Family Services  

Upper Hudson Library System 
 
 

 

 

 

Liz Hood 

Founding Member, New York State Parenting  

 Education Partnership (NYSPEP) 

Director, Office of Educational Television &  

 Public Broadcasting  

New York State Education Department  

 

Brigid Hubberman 

Executive Director 

Family Reading Partnership 
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Jeremy Johannesen* 

Executive Director 

New York Library Association 

 

Lisa Kropp 

Youth Services Coordinator 

Suffolk Cooperative Library System  

 

Sara Lamoreaux* 

Quality Improvement Specialist 

Western Tier 

QualitystarsNY 

 

Rachel Payne 

Coordinator of Early Childhood Services 

Youth and Family Services Section 

Brooklyn Public Library 

 

Susan Perkins 

Senior Policy Analyst 

NY Project LAUNCH State Coordinator  

 

Amy Rudat 

Race to the Top Project Assistant, Early 

Learning Team 

New York State Education Department 

 

Sarah Sachs  

Youth Librarian 

Potsdam Public Library  

 

Patricia Uttaro 

Rochester Project Director, National League of 

Cities Educational Alignment for Young 

Children Initiative 

Director of Monroe County Library System  

Director of Rochester Public Library 

Training Cohort 

 
Brooklyn Public Library  

Carrie Banks* 

Supervising Librarian 

The Children's Place for Children with Special 

Needs/Kidsmobile 

 

Adriana Mitchell* 

Librarian Information Supervisor 

Sunset Park Library 

 

Katya Schapiro* 

Children’s Librarian 

Bay Ridge Library 

 

Chautauqua-Cattaraugus Library System  

Valle Blair 

Youth Services Consultant 

 

Clinton-Essex-Franklin Library System  

Karen Batchelder 

Youth Services Specialist 

 

Donna Boumil 

Library Director 

Rouses Point Dodge Memorial Library 

 

Julie Wever* 

Outreach Coordinator 

 

Finger Lakes Library System  

Amanda Schiavulli 

Education and Outreach Librarian 

 

Four County Library System 

Starr LaTronica 

Youth Services and Outreach Manager 

 

Sarah Reid 

Youth Services Librarian 

Broome County Public Library 

 

 

Mid-Hudson Library System 

Merribeth Advocate 

Outreach and Education Coordinator 

 

Mid-York Library System  

Heather Urtz 

Collections and Materials Librarian 

 

Mohawk Valley Library System 

Sue Rokos 

Youth Services Consultant 
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Monroe County Library System  

Tonia Burton 

Youth Services Consultant 

 

Anne Hicks 

Children's Librarian 

Henrietta Public Library 

 

Shelley Matthews 

Rochester Area Literacy Coordinator 

Rochester Public Library 

 

Nassau Library System  

Renee McGrath 

Manager of Youth Services  

 

The New York Public Library  

Emily Nichols 

Manager, Children's Educational Programming 

The New York Public Library 

 

Kristy Raffensberger 

Senior Librarian 

Hudson Park Library, NYPL 

 

Nioga Library System 

Sandy Gillard 

Children's Consultant 

 

North Country Library System  

Angela Newman 

Youth Services Consultant & Outreach 

Coordinator 

 

Rebecca Donnelly 

Director, Norwood Public Library 

 

Onondaga County Public Library 

Janet Park 

Manager of Mundy Branch 

OCPL Early Literacy and School Age  

 

Pioneer Library System  

Patricia Finnerty 

Consultant Librarian/Outreach Coordinator 

 

Queens Borough Public Library  

Brie Taylor 

Children’s Librarian 

Children’s Library Discovery Center 

 

Ramapo Catskill Library System  

Randall Enos 

Youth Services Consultant 

 

Beth Zambito 

Early Childhood Specialist 

Youth Services Librarian  

Newburgh Free Library 

 

Southern Adirondack Library System  

Jennifer Ferriss 

Bibliographic Database Specialist/Youth 

Consultant 

 

Southern Tier Library System  

Lorie Brown  

Youth Services/Interlibrary Loan 

 

Suffolk Cooperative Library System  

Lisa G. Kropp 

See Listing in Advisory Group 

 

Upper Hudson Library System  

Mary Fellows 

See Listing in Advisory Group 

 

Christine McGinty 

Head of Public Services 

Bethlehem Public Library 
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