PRESS RELEASE TEMPLATE FOR USE BY LOCAL LIBRARIES – CALL FOR INPUT ON 2020 VISION

STATE REPORT ENVISIONS BRIGHT FUTURE FOR LIBRARIES IN NEW YORK – PUBLIC IS INVITED TO COMMENT BY FEBRUARY 15, 2012
New York’s libraries, such as the NAME OF LOCAL LIBRARY are experiencing unprecedented use, primarily because libraries nourish the public’s hunger for information, education, socialization, culture and learning. What a wonderful thing for New York and for NAME OF LOCAL COMMUNITY, SCHOOL, ORGANIZATION -- an informed, literate, engaged population is the key to our future success. 

This has always been the role of a library, but the ways in which libraries serve users are changing. Technology has fundamentally transformed the way libraries operate.  User expectations have changed. Libraries, such as NAME OF LOCAL LIBRARY strive to provide quality services, and want to develop the framework from which to base the new service model.

But what is that model? How do libraries get there?  The Board of Regents in 2010 requested that its Regents Advisory Council on Libraries create an innovative 2020 Vision for Library Services. Along with the library and education communities and the public the Regents Advisory Council on Libraries has developed a progressive long-term vision and implementation plan that will ensure that New Yorkers have access to the library resources they need to help them succeed, enrich their lives and become engaged citizens. 
And now the NAME OF LOCAL LIBRARY and the Regents Advisory Council on Libraries need your help again. Tell us what you think about the draft report Creating the Future, a 2020 Vision and Plan for Library Services in New York State: Preliminary Recommendations of the New York State Regents Advisory Council on Libraries to the New York State Board of Regents. A link to the draft report is now posted on the NAME OF LOCAL LIBRARY’S website at:  URL FOR LOCAL LIBRARY WEBSITE.  Email comments and improvement suggestions will be accepted until February 15, 2012. 
The Regents Advisory Council on Libraries would like input both from the people that use, or don’t use, libraries. Public feedback is essential for drafting a plan for all New Yorkers to have access to the vast resources available through our libraries. The NAME OF LOCAL LIBRARY encourages you to read the report and share your ideas. Comments may be sent to NYSLRegComments@mail.nysed.gov.  

For more information about the Regents Advisory Council on Libraries, please visit the New York State Library’s website at: http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/adviscns/rac/index.html .

For more information about the services and programs of the  NAME OF LOCAL LIBRARY, please visit LOCAL LIBRARY WEBSITE ADDRESS. 

-30-
