The Dunkirk Free Library PCC Grand Opening was held on Wednesday July 6" from 2-4pm. The
PCC was ready to go! A bookcase loaded with brochures on databases, class offerings, information
about electronic library resources, and much more was located close to the main door to greet visitors
as soon as they entered. The shelving around the room highlighted books on computer skills, job
seeking skills, resume writing, running a small business, and similar topics. Each computer screen (all
16!) had a different website or computer program on it that promoted job searching or skills and
readiness. All of our partner organizations were featured. A wonderful spread of cookies and brownies
were provided by the Friends of the DFL and a flower arrangement was generously donated by local
florist, Flowers by Anthony.

The PCC was ready and the guests turned out for the grand opening. The guests included:
Assemblyman Andy Goodell, Mayor Richard Frey, Library board President Patricia Frey, Vice
PresidentBrien Murphy, Assistant Treasurer Alona Forbes, Board Member Lisa Forbes, Board Member
and Councilwoman Stacy Szukala, Diane Hannum and Eileen Dunn of the Northern Chautauqua
Community Foundation, Judy Shaffer of BOCES, Jackie Patterson of Jamestown Community College,
Vicki Cocoa from Chautauqua Works, Dan Palmer of radio station WDOE, and Carol Kowalik from the
Olean Library PCC.

Mayor Richard Frey cut the ribbon to officially mark the opening of the Dunkirk Free Library PCC.
Speeches were made by Library Director, Janice Dekoff, PCC Director, Michele Quatroche, Mayor
Richard Frey, and Assembyman Andy Goodell. The message of the day was that the Dunkirk Free Library
was striving to be a place where anyone in the community could come to find a variety of resources to
learn or sharpen skills, find assistance in each step of a job search, and find capable people who would
work with them and treat them with respect and understanding. Michele Quatroche spoke about the
classes that the PCC has been offering and will provide in the future and about the overwhelming
response from the community. Mayor Frey and Assemblyman Goodell impressed upon the crowd the
importance of the library and PCC and the good work that was being done there. The group of listeners
was modest, but filled with people who have played key roles along the long road to opening the
Dunkirk Free Library PCC.

The guests enjoyed refreshments after the speeches and took time to look at the programs and
websites on the new computers. There was a real sense of pride and excitement in seeing the new
addition to the community in its completed state. The lab had been closed temporarily during the
ribbon cutting and speeches. It was reopened near 3pm and the patrons were invited in to use
computers and enjoy refreshments in honor of the grand opening. It was wonderful having the noted
guests in and seeing them appreciate the new lab. It was truly special to have the everyday users and
members of the community come in, enjoy the special treats for the grand opening, and put the lab to
use after all the hard work getting it there! It was a special day that signals a bright future for the
Dunkirk Library PCC and the community.



