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For the People, the Government and the Libraries of New York Stare

LEGISLATORS: USE
THE FASTLANE
FOR DATA ON
LEGAL ISSUES

B Capital punishment

B Employee benefits for same-
sex partners

| freedom of information

You can get information about
these and other legal issues in
an instant. Our Internet Law
Bibliography offers data about
MNew York State law, other
states’ statutes, municipal law,
legal directories, forms, LS.
government law, and much
more. Ask a member of the
State Library staff for help or
goto
<http://www.nysl.nysedgov/
reference/lawref htrmz=.

INMEMORIAM

Ann Holohan Ross, Coordina-
tor of the Capital District
Genealogical Society (CDGS)
Valunteers at the State Library,
died at her home on November
| 2. Members of the CDGS
assist researchers at the
Library's genealogy support
desk in the State Library's
Reference Room on the
seventh floor of the Cultural
Education Center.

Fall 2004

TELL US

Send comments and ques-
tions about the New York
State Library and its newslet-
ter to Mary Redmond

zmredmond@mail nysed gov=

LEE STANTON AND JANE SCHNEIDER
HEAD FRIENDS OF STATE LIBRARY

MNew Co-chairs Jane Schnelder and Lee Stanton lead the

Friends of the State Library with grace and vigor.

The Governing Board of the
Friends of the State Library
recently announced that Lee
Stanton and jane Schneider are
co-chairing the organization for
the 2004-2005 term. Jane
Schneider served as a govern-
ment attorney with the State and
for the City of Albany. Lee
Stanton, former Head of Public
Services at the State Library is
now Archivist at St. Peter's
Church in Albany.

Twao energetic leaders, Stanton
and Schneider recently met with
legislative staff who work on
funding for the Library. "We rely
on each member's involvement
with the Library as we work to
obtain increased funding for the
Library and its programs. You can
see how central your membership
in the Friends is In our activities
and efforts,” Schneider said.

Upon taking office, Stanton
and Schneider reviewed the
accomplishments of the Friends
during the last year: "The
Governing Board met with the

Division of the Budget to inform
them of staffing problems in the
State Library. Since that meeting,
the Library has filled several
vacancies. Also, a Legislative
Breakfast held by Friends for
Legislators and their staff in
March drew nearly 90 guests,

In May. the Board met with an
assistant to the Governor's
Education Secretary to point out
the importance of libraries in
education. In addition, the Friends
presented three well-attended,
public programs that showcased
the State Library's resources by
featuring authors who researched
their books at the Library.”

Plans For the coming year
include continued advocacy and
the opening of an alectronic
mailbox to receive and respond
to Friends’ comments and
suggestions,

The staff of the State Library. the
Friends, and the New York Stare
Library News salute Stanton and
Schneider and their forward-
locking leadership.
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MEETING FOCUSES
ON LIBRARIES

A New York Public Library
auditarium overflowed with
library supporters at a New
York State Education
Commissioner's recent meeting
about the Regents’ New
Century Libraries initiative.
joel Klein, Chancellor of the
New York City Department of
Education, spoke about school
libraries and the statewide
summer reading program.
Abby S. Milstein, Co-chair of
the Regents Commission on
Library Services and a trustee
of The New York Public Library,
gave an update on the New
Century Libraries legislative
initiative. State Education
Department Commissioner
Richard Mills spoke about how
vital libraries are in education,
their role in turnarounds for
low-performing schoaols, the
importance of bullding
alliances throughout the
educational community,
and the ten-part strategy to
strengthen libraries and library
services in the New Century
Libraries initiative,

Other distinguished partici-
pants included State Librarian
Janet Martin Welch, Assembly-
waoman Sandra Galef, and
Assemblywoman Catherine
Molan. This meeting in New
York City Is one in a series
of New Century Libraries
Leadership Meetings held
around the State,

For mare information, go to:
<http://www.nclnysed.gov=.

New York State Library
News is produced by the
Friends of the New York State
Library and the New York
State Library to inform New
Yorkers aboui the collections
and services of the State
Library.
Editor: Miriam S. Soffer
This newsletter is not

published at State expense.

Visit the State Library's Web Site

<http://www.nysl.nysed.gov>
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H Renew your passport. Print
passport applications off the

Department of State Web site,

® Bone up on the Nobel Prize.
Read about the history of the
Prize, biographies of laureates,
and much more,

m Discover the cosmos. See
MASA's Astronomy Picture of

B Look it up. Check out the
ciirectory of online dictionaries

from the University of the Day.
Massachusetts.
And Much More
Instracunns for reaching s siles s avaciallio st
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If you don't have Web access from your computer, dial into our catalog at
(518) 474-9851, For mare information, call
(518) 474-07 19 or e-mail;
wexcelsior @mail.nysed govs

MONLY MATTERS

THREE GRANTS BENEFIT
STATELIBRARY'S WORK

Resourceful staff prepared
winning applications to harvest
the dollars that power opera-
tion of many State Library
programs:

B Making it Real. The federal
[nstitute of Museum and
Library Services awarded the
Mew York State Library
$995,000. The grant will fund
44 scholarships to teach
librarians the demanding skills
needed to serve New York's
diverse population. This state-
wide program for recruitment
and training of a new genera-
tion of librarians will help meet
the critical shortage of
librarians.

B We the People, The National
Endowment for the Humanities,
a major source of financial
support since the early years of
the New Netherland Project,
has extended funding from
December |, 2004 to

November 30, 2007, "The grant,
$25,000 qutright plus $125.,000
in federal matching funds of
maney raised from other
sources, has been designated a
‘We the People Grant' by NEH
because the New Netherland
Project strengthens the teaching,
study, and understanding of our
nation's history and culture, and
advances knowledge of the
principles that define America.”
says Charles Gehring, Project
Director.

B Save America's Treasures.
Fingerprints, corrosion, and
abrasion scar George
Washington's surveying
instruments. held by the
Library's Manuscripts and
Special Collections, "Thanks to a
grant shared by the State Library
and the State Archives, this
national treasure, along with
many Revolutionary War
documernits held by the Archives
will be preserved as a result of
a Save America’s Treasures
grant for $82.000," says
Kathleen Roe, State Archives.




CALLING ALL RESEARCHERS

#

Anna K. Cunningham

The State Library is now

reviewing applications far four
$1.000 grants awarded under
the Anna K. and Mary E.
Cunningham Research Resi-
dency Program in New York
State History and Culture, These
research residencies are funded
by a bequest to the State
Library by Anna K. Cunningham
{1906- 1996) on behalf of
herself and her sister, Mary.
Anna Cunningham, a Supervisor
of Historic Sites of New York
State, served on the boards of
many state and national historic
preservation organizations.
Mary Cunningham (1917-1986)
was a founder and first editor of
American Heritage magazine.
She held executive positions in
the New York State Historical
Society and started the Yorkers,
ta involve young New Yorkers
in the study of history. The
program is a fitting tribute to
the sisters’ lifelong interest in
New York State histary,

Mary E. Cunningham

Resident scholars conduct
original research at the State
Library and give a brief public
[presentation about their work.
The program was established in

1997, Topics explored by
previous resident scholars
under an earlier research resi-
dency program include: the
histary of the Mohican Indians
in New York State; the evolution
of agriculture and fruit growing
in the Hudson Valley; and the
history of Camp Sagamaore, a
"great campin the
Adirondacks.” Projects with a
high prabability of publication,
including those involving
exhibits, and documentary films
are encouraged. A panel of
library staff and scholars will
review proposals postmarked
by January 15, 2005, and
announce the winners by May
1, 2005. Projects must be
completed by December 3 1,
2005, For more information, go
to <http:/www.nyslnysed govs
orcall(518)402-5437.

BE A FRIEND

|oin the Friends of the New
York State Library, In addition
to the deep satisfactions of
preserving your heritage and
sustaining a warld renowned
public research library, you
can obtain special discounts at
local book stores. Select:

B Sustaining Membership,
525, Receive discounts at
three book shops: 20% at
Borders Books & Music in
Colonie. a 20% discount for
one book at the Book House
in Stuyvesant Plaza and 25%
off one purchase at the Open
Door Bookstore in
Schenectady.

8 Contributing Membership.
$50 or more. Receive all of the
above plus recognition in
New York 5tate Library News,

Every Friend also receives:

B Free admission to the Friends
Annual Meeting featuring a
talk by an author of a recently
published book.

B Invitations to other
stimulating programs at the
State Library.

B A subscription to the New
Yark State Library News, an
illustrated quarterly newsletter,

B Remote access to Health
Reference Center-Academic,
a database for health and
medicine.

Tor jerin Friends of the New York State Library, conplete the form below and mail it with vour check.
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New York State Library News

7 Yes, 1 want to join Friends of the New York State Library.

My check for [(]525 [J$50

MName

isenclosed

Dnew member
Drenewa]

Address

City/State/Zip

Make check payable to Friends of the New York State Library and mail to: Treasurer,
Friends of the New York State Library, PO Box 2247 Empire Plaza Station, Albany, NY 12220
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS HELP
UNRAVEL ADIRONDACK MYSTERIES

From the collections of the State Library

This postcard scene of Whireface Mountain and the Ausable
River captures the awesome beauty of the Adirondacks.

“Few fully understand...the
Adirondack wilderness..ltis a
mystery even ta those who
have crossed and recrossed...
its vast and silent recesses..”
Verplanck Colvin, 1879

Over a century later, much of

the "vast and silent recesses” af
the Adirondacks remain mysteri-
ous. Kayaking its quiet lakes and
climbing its high peaks are two
good-weather paths to discovery,
but even on the stormiest days.

clues can be found in two
collections at the State Library:
The Adirondaclk Forty-Sixers
Records (1933-1997) and
Adirondack Mountain Club
Records (1922-present).

The Adirondack Forty-Sixers

originated in 1936, when Ernest
Ryder and Edward L. Hudowalski

started a social club for people

who reached the summits of the

46 Adirondaclk Peaks that are

4,000 or more feet. The club
was formally incorporated
under its present name in
1948, Records include letters
describing the climbers’
experiences, a questionnaire
completed by hikers, and
reports of winter ascents.

The Adirondack Mountain
Club, popularly known as the
ADK, was founded in 1922
The group promotes conser-
vation, recreation and educa-
tion. During the 1920s, ADK
cleared and marked 140
mlles of trails and over the
years held programs and
workshops on backpacking,
bicycling, canoeing, rock
climbing, and snowshoeing,

For more information,
see online Finding Alds at
<http:/www.nysl.nysed.gov/
msscfa/fa tochtm=

TBBL REACHES OUT

The next time you visit the
ophthalmologist you will
probably find evidence of the
New York Siate Talking Book
and Braille Library's (TBBL) new
outreach program. TBBL is now
sending ophthalmologists
tabletop posters outlining the
free services for the visually
impaired and applications to
receive them.

"The Talking Book and Braille
Library offers 67,000 book
titles on cassette and in braille
with playback equipment, as
well as magazines in braille
and cassette, free to residents.
of New York's 55 upstate
counties,” explains Jane
Somers, Regional Librarian for
the Blind. "To be eligible for
these services, a person must
be blind, legally blind, or have
anather physical limitation
which prevents him or her from
reading standard printed
materials.” Applications for
TBBL service must be certified
by an acceptable authaority,
including ophthalmoelogists.

"By sending this information to
ophthalmologists, we hope to
reach eligible readers and help
them enjoy the pleasures of
reading,” says Somers. For
more information, e-mail
<tbbl@mailnysed.govs or call
1-B00-342-3688; (518)
474-5935,

Mew York State Library News
Mew York State Library

MN.Y.5. Education Department
Albany, NY 12230

State Library Hours

Monday through Friday
9 am. to5 p.m.

For more information, call
{(518) 474-5355 or e-mail
<refserv@mall.nysed.gov>




